
Rubric for Communication 
 

 Line of Reasoning Organization and Structure Content Technique Style & Voice 

4 

(Advanced) 
 Well-defined thesis 

that is supported by 

coherent and relevant 

arguments 

 Ideas and main points 

are based on logical 

and rational deductions 

 Organization is  logical, 

well-planned, and 

organized; structure 

enhances the message 

or argument  

 Paragraphs are well-

developed, and 

paragraph breaks 

enhance the main points 

 

 Exhibits original 

insight into the 

content 

 Content 

illuminates the 

argument and/or 

message 

 

 Highly effective use or 

integration of  

language (grammar, 

sentence structure), 

literary (genre, rhyme 

scheme) or artistic 

techniques 

 Choice of techniques 

produces a highly 

original text (e.g. 

essay, poem, painting) 

or performance (e,g. 

speech or dance) 

 The medium (e.g. language, 

body movement, 

composition, tone) enhances 

the intended message or 

purpose 

 The project exhibits 

sophisticated and originality 

 Presentation or text (e.g. 

essay, short story, speech, 

painting) makes an impact on 

the intended audience  

3 

(Competent) 
 Identifiable thesis with 

some gaps or 

inconsistencies in 

reasoning 

 Some ideas or main 

points may not be fully 

integrated into the 

presentation and essay 

 Some organizational 

problems evident 

 Paragraphs are 

developed but exhibit a 

few inappropriate 

breaks, or transitions 

between paragraphs are 

awkward 

 Content is 

adequately 

addressed  

 Content supports 

main argument but 

may not be 

comprehensive 

 Recognizable use or 

integration of 

language, literary or 

artistic techniques 

 Choice of techniques 

produces a satisfactory 

text or performance 

 The medium is adequate for 

its intended message or 

purpose 

 The project is appropriate for 

assignment but is predictable  

 Presentation or text is well-

received by the intended 

audience 

2 

(Emerging) 
 Thesis is weak, unclear 

or too broad for 

assignment, but has 

some relevance to the 

body of essay or 

presentation 

 Ideas or main points 

are based on 

unsubstantiated 

reasons or speculations 

 Some attempt at 

organization but essay 

or presentation suffers 

from gaps in logic 

 Paragraphs are 

underdeveloped and/or  

Transitions are highly 

problematic 

 Content is only 

superficially 

addressed or 

limited in breadth 

 Content does not 

fully support main 

argument 

 Use or integration of 

technique is awkward 

or incorrect 

 Choice of techniques 

does not appear to 

enhance the text or 

performance 

 The medium chosen may not 

fit well with the message 

intended 

 The project does not fully 

address the assignment and/or 

mimics what has already been 

done 

 Presentation or text may not 

be understood or engaging to 

the intended audience 

1 

(Beginning) 
 No discernable thesis  

 Ideas or main points of 

the presentation or 

essay are unclear,  

unsubstantiated, or 

unrelated 

 Lack of organization 

(line of reasoning is 

absent) 

 Transitions between 

paragraphs are non-

existent 

 Content is not 

appropriate to the 

assignment or 

minimally used 

 Content does not 

relate to the 

argument being 

made 

 Poor or little use/ 

integration of the 

techniques covered in 

or required by class 

 Choice of techniques 

appears random and/or 

without much thought 

 The medium chosen seems 

inappropriate for the message 

or may even lack a message 

or intent 

 The project is highly 

unorganized and/or lacks any 

originality 

 Presentation or text alienates 

the audience 

 


