
Budget Committee Report, Faculty Congress 03/15/13 
 
The Long Range Budget Planning Committee has met twice (02/13 & 03/13) since the 

beginning of the calendar year.  Discussions at both meetings have focused on two 

topics.   

The first deals with the current legislative environment as it relates to UH funding.  It 

appears that State legislators are more skeptical and less accommodating of University 

initiatives than they have been in the past.  Although tax revenues are expected to 

increase, legislators do not seem inclined to restore UH funding to pre-recession levels, 

and in some cases appear to be seeking further cuts in the level of State support of the 

UH system.  House Bill 200, which relates to the state budget, has crossed over to the 

Senate; the Senate Bill related to the State budget has not been reported out.  If the 

House bill prevails UH Hilo would face significant reductions in our operating budget.  

Vice Chancellor Sakai estimates the potential reduction to be approximately $4 million 

dollars.  The following information has been extracted from House Bill 200:   

Legend:   

*  = Permanent Position Authority  

A = Salary Dollars  

B = Special Funds Ceiling 

N = Federal Funds  

W = Revolving Funds Ceiling  

C = General Obligation Bond Fund  

UOH = Expending Agency is University of Hawaii 

 
Extract from House Bill # 200 Relating to The State Budget – Subparagraph G-16:   

G. FORMAL EDUCATION  

16. UOH210 - UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, HILO  
                                                                                                 442.25*            442.25* 
OPERATING                                               UOH             23,936,283A    23,936,283A 
                                                                                                   95.00*              95.00* 
                                                                    UOH             42,238,111B     43,775,014B 
                                                                    UOH                  418,990N          443,962N 
                                                                                                     8.50*                  8.50* 
                                                                    UOH               5,749,122W      5,749,122W 
INVESTMENT CAPITAL                             UOH                2,000,000C                       C 
 
The entire text of House Bill 200 is available online (as of 03/5/2013) at:   

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2013/bills/HB200_HD1_.htm  

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2013/bills/HB200_HD1_.htm


The House Capital Improvement Project proposals do not include any UH Hilo projects 

except our pro-rata share of repair and maintenance dollars and design & infrastructure 

improvements for the Office of Mauna Kea Management (which was not requested by 

UH Hilo).  There are no provisions for the College of Pharmacy in the House Capital 

Improvement Project budget.    

 

In the past, the Hawaii State Senate has usually been more generous with the UH 

Budget than the House, so the administration is hopeful that we will at least maintain 

level funding when the final bills report out of joint committee.   

 

The second major topic of discussion has been what methodology should we use to 

decide how and where to allocate funds so that our allocations support the strategic 

goals and success of the University of Hawaii at Hilo.  As part of this discussion we 

have begun exploring ways that we can maintain faculty & staff involvement in the 

process of budget allocations in an environment in which funding is limited and 

advancement of initiatives is being closely controlled by System administrators.  At our 

03/13 meeting, we agreed to begin examining the concept of Responsibility Center 

Budgeting and whether and how we might implement that system at UH Hilo.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

 

Norman S. Stahl 

Budget Committee Chair 


