
 

INTEROFFICE MEMORAND UM 

TO: KELLY BURKE 

FROM: ROBERTA BARRA 

SUBJECT: SABBATICAL 

DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

CC: GREG TAKETA, CPA 

  

Dear Kelly, 

Spring 2013 was a sabbatical semester for me.  I apologize for not reporting on my activities sooner but 

feel certain you appreciate the reasons for my tardiness. 

During my sabbatical I did a Faculty Internship in Audit with Taketa, Iwata, Hara, LLC.(TIH) Of Hilo, 

HI.  My Faculty Internship was unpaid by TIH as they knew that I would be receiving my regular salary while on 

sabbatical.  My Faculty Internship was composed of two parts.  The first part took place the Summer of 2012 for a 

period of about 4-6 weeks.  During this time I worked primarily on tasks associated with Audit Planning.  The 

second part took place during Spring 2013, again for a period of about 4-6 weeks.  This second part was 

composed of primarily field work on an audit under the supervision of one of my former students!  (I was very 

impressed by her!) 

Prior to this Faculty Internship, it had been more than 20 years since I had performed an audit in practice.  

Given that I am now teaching Audit on a fairly regular basis I thought it important to refresh my skills and my 

understanding of practice, as opposed to theory.  I think the Faculty Internship in Audit accomplished this 

purpose.  I found my skill set at the beginning of the Internship to be a curious combination of incredibly rusty 

coupled with sound theory.  I had difficulties in areas that surprised me, such as using the 10-key, and felt more 

comfortable with planning the audit then actually performing the audit.  Nonetheless, by the end of the Internship 

I had a new appreciation for the judgment tasks associated with auditing and the ambiguities that present 

themselves as part of a routine audit. I think I accomplished my purpose which was to brush up on the practice 

portion of Audit so that I might bring what I learned back to the classroom. 

I am extremely grateful to TIH for providing the opportunity to do this Faculty Internship. The staff of 

TIH were all very warm and helpful and supportive of my purpose.  TIH is unquestionably a valuable resource of 

UHH COBE. 
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