
Name:  Robert Chi 
Rank:  Specialist  
Department: Office Technology and Distance Learning (OTDL) 
Unit: Instructional Technology and User Services (ITUS) 

 
Date Range of Sabbatical Leave: January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014 
Date Amendment of Sabbatical Leave: from one year to six months: January 1, 2014 to 
March 30, 2014, and July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014. 

 
Amendment to My Sabbatical Leave 
 
Due to unexpected resignation of Phineas Kelly, Delegation of my Duties, and one student 
worker, ITUS operation has been hampered.  I have to come back from my sabbatical and 
handle the critical operational issues on hiring Phineas’ replacements, working on year-end 
budget, and purchasing equipment, etc. 
 
Initially, I was on one-year sabbatical leave. After Phineas departure, it looks like not 
reasonable for me to continue my one-year sabbatical.  After discussion with my staff and 
supervisor, I decide to take six month sabbatical instead, from January 1 to March 31 and 
July 1 to September 30 respectively.   
 
I have to work between April 1 to June 30 for hiring and training Phineas’ replacement 
before continuing my sabbatical in July. Therefore, my initially planned project and 
research proposal was changed. 
 
An amended outline of the project, research of study program proposed 
 
The objectives for my six month sabbatical are similar with the original objectives, but I 
will only focus on three projects:  (1) Collaboration with Communication University of 
China (CUC) on Classroom Multimedia, 3D projection, and Data Visualization, (2) Kunming 
Forestry University’s new research initiative on propagation and test new forestry 
vegetable, and (3) Participating in Frad Industry’s Database development. 
 
Collaboration activity between Fijis University and Kean University at Wenzhou were 
cancelled due to the resignation of contacted dean and out of budgetary period.   
 
Statement of financial remuneration expected from non-university of Hawaii sources 
 
I am not anticipating payment from my collaborators beside a guest room.  At this point, I 
have no detailed information about financial remuneration.  I did not receive financial 
benefits from this sabbatical leave.  
 
  



The Original Sabbatical Leave Schedule and Plan 
 

1. Sabbatical Leave Schedule and Plan 
 
Due to many new projects, such as Science Technology building, Wentworth building, 
Student Service building, Hawaiian Language building projects, and so on, I had to 
postpone my Sabbatical leave in 2012 and 2013.  All major projects under my supervision 
and specialty of services have been completed during year of 2013.  I don’t anticipate major 
projects on campus until 2016.  Until then, the majority of services of ITUS will be routine 
maintenance and troubleshooting services.  With a new casual hire and five new students 
workers are on board, most of services due to my absence will be covered. 
 

2.   Duties Delegation 
 
While I am on sabbatical leave, Phineas Kelly, a Band-B APT, can cover my duties. A 
$270/month payment should be considered for Phineas’ supervision duty, which can come 
from partial salary saving. 
 

3.  An outline of the project, research of study program proposed 
 
Multimedia, 3D projection, and data visualization are always my interest of study, in which 
opportunities in Hilo is very limited. University Fijis, Kean University at Wenzhu, and 
Communication University of China have those advanced programs.  I have been asking 
them if I can participate in their smart classroom projects with their dean and faculty. I 
would like to use my sabbatical time to explore the possibility of cost-effect methods and 
gain experience on design and setup interactive smart classrooms, which will benefit 
directly to what we are planning to do for renovating UH Hilo classrooms.   
 

4.  Statement of financial remuneration expected from non-university of Hawaii 
sources 

 
I am not anticipating payment from Kean University at Wenzhu and University of Fijis 
beside a guest room.  If Kean University at Wenzhu or Communication University of China 
(CUC) accepts me, I may get some sore of payment to cover living cost for six months.  At 
this point, I have no detailed information about financial remuneration. If CUC does not 
provide me financial remuneration, I will do self-finance on this research study 
opportunity.    
 
 
  
  



 



 
  



To what degree did you meet each of your sabbatical objectives and complete each of 
your sabbatical planned activities? 
 
Due to unforeseeable events, I could not be able to meet my original objectives that I 
planned to do during my sabbatical.  However, most of the objectives have been achieved 
and add on objectives were also achieved during the second half of my sabbatical, which 
includes: 
 

1. Completion of a collaborative research with CUC, Kunming Forestry University, and 
other six universities, and published the research findings.  This paper has been 
accepted by peer review process and selected to present during the 14th Annual 
Hawaii International Conference on Education on January 3, 2016. Exhibit 1. 
 

2. Completion of a research paper that summarized past five years distance learning 
content development with faculty at University of Hawaii at Hilo.  This paper has 
been selected as the “Best Practice” by peer review process and accepted to present 
it on the World Conference on E-Learning on October 19, 2015; an international 
conference organized by the Association for the Advancement of Computing in 
Education (AACE) and co-sponsored by the International Journal on E-Learning. 
Exhibit 2. 

 
3. Completion of a research activity on e-learning pedagogies.  However, due to the 

rigorous peer review process, this research paper was rejected for publication on 
the Journal on E-Learning.  I will consider polishing it and resubmitting it to a 
different Journal later. Exhibit 3. 

 
4. Participated in the development of a major database development for an 

environmental air, inventory, and water pollutions data analysis.  This database has 
been implemented at Frad Industry in Shanghai, China. Exhibit 4. 

Summarize the contributions you believe the sabbatical leave has provided for your 
own professional development, as well as perceived benefits for your department, 
school, college, university, and/or profession. 
 
The experiences and benefits from this sabbatical are immeasurable and valuable for both 
my own profession and university.  Two peer reviewed research paper have been 
completed and published during my sabbatical leave, otherwise these would be very 
difficulty to be achieved and accomplished while working full-time.  
 
By working with other professionals and faculty in other low budgeted universities, I 
experienced the academic culture differences and gained the first-hand knowledge on how 
other peers and professionals thinking and doing things.  These knowledge directly 
contributed to my working knowledge for the university and I do things much more 
efficient and cost-effective. 
 

http://www.aace.org/
http://www.aace.org/
http://www.aace.org/pubs/ijel/


I also enjoyed visiting the culture sites, farms, and Industries.  Although these activities 
seams not directly related to my sabbatical objectives, however, the experience gained 
from these activities directly contributed to my knowledge base otherwise it is not possible 
to have such enriched professional growth.  I believe that everything is related.  By 
observing and learning from other professionals, I witnessed their way of viewing things 
and doing things.  I become more aware of the culture difference, and I become more active 
thinking. These benefits from the sabbatical leave directly contributed to the university 
when I returned. 
 
This is my first sabbatical leave after working at University of Hawaii at Hilo for more than 
15 years.  It was a worthwhile activity I recommended every faculty to pursue.  By changing 
a working environment, you will become more appreciative to what you have at University 
of Hawaii at Hilo when you return.  Better yet, I become more appreciative to live and work 
in Hawaii when I returned from the third world countries.  Everything becomes greener, 
fresher, and Aloha. 
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Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Robert Chi 

University of Hawaii at Hilo 

 

Dear Robert Chi, 

Congratulations!  The Hawaii International Conference on Education is pleased to 

inform you that your submission, �A PERCEPTIVE STUDY ON E-LEARNING WITH 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN CHINESE UNIVERSITIES: WHAT ARE COLLEGE 

COURSES THAT STUDENTS WANT TO TAKE VIA E-LEARNING?�, has been accepted for 

presentation at the 14th Annual Hawaii International Conference on Education to be held from 

January 3 to January 6, 2016 in Honolulu, Hawaii.  The decision to accept your submission was 

based on a peer review process. 

The exact time and room of your session will be specified in the final program.  The 

final program will be available at http://www.hiceducation.org/program_edu.php in early 

December 2015.   Please note that everyone who participates in the conference must register. 

Therefore, in order to present your submission, you must register or confirm your intention to 

attend the conference, in writing by November 20, 2015.   

To register online, or for more information about registration, please visit: 

http://www.hiceducation.org/reg_edu.php.  For more information about hotel reservations and 

travel, visit our website at: www.hiceducation.org.   

Your submission will be published in the online conference proceedings if you follow 

the enclosed instructions.  We encourage you to purchase your air tickets, reserve your hotel 

rooms, and submit your registration fee as soon as possible if you have not done so.   If you 

have co-authors, please inform them of this acceptance and the enclosed materials. 

Your Submission ID Number is �88�.  Please refer to this number on all 

correspondence. 

Congratulations on the acceptance of your proposal!  Your participation will help make 

the 2016 Hawaii International Conference on Education a great success. 

Andrew Burge 

 
Conference Coordinator 

Hawaii International Conference on Education 
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PO Box 719

Waynesville, NC 28786-0719 USA

Phone: +1 (828) 246-9558

Fax: 703-997-8760

info@aace.org

www.aace.org

August 14, 2015

Dear Robert Chi,

We are pleased to inform you that the Program Committee of E-Learn 2015 -- World Conference on

E-Learning, after rigorous peer review, has decided to accept your submission for presentation.

E-Learn 2015 will be held in Kona, Hawaii, United States, October 19-22, 2015.

Please note that the reviewers may have recommended and, therefore, accepted your submission

under a different presentation category from the one you submitted under.

Paper ID: 46345

Title: An Intuitive IShowU(c) Method To Create E-Learning Content Instantaneously While Lecturing

In Classroom Or Recording Lecture In Anywhere

Accepted as: Best Practices Session

Maximum Proceedings pages: 6

Your Paper Access URL: http://conf.aace.org/elearn/2015/submission/edit/46345/

Logon as: rchi@hawaii.edu

Reviewers of your submission may have written author comments to offer recommendations on how

your submission can be modified or improved. If provided, these were emailed to the contact author.

To enable you to begin making early plans for your trip and registration, see the following information

at this URL:

Registration Rates Hotel & travel information Proceedings Preparation Guidelines Presenter Lounge

offering Presenter Guidelines for: All presentations Tutorials/Workshops Poster/Demos & Corporate

Demos AV Equipment Important Presenter Dates:

By Nov. 6, 2015: Upload Proceedings File Maximum Proceedings pages: 6 (if 0 pages, then

uploading file is not necessary; however, abstract will be published in Abstracts book.)

Guidelines: http://www.aace.org/conf/elearn/procguide.htm

All proceedings files MUST be received by this date. The last file you upload will used as your

published proceedings paper. You may check the latest file by clicking on "View

Proposal/Proceedings File" via Your Paper Access URL above.

Acceptance Letter for An Intuitive IShowU(c) Method To Creat... https://conf.aace.org/elearn/2015/submission/letter/46345/
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