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The Education Department at UH Hilo operates three (3) 
programs: an undergraduate certificate program, the 
Academic Certificate in Educational Studies (ACES); a 
licensure program, the proposed Master of Arts in Teaching 
(MAT); and the Master of Education (M.Ed) degree for 
inservice teachers.  Currently the applied learning 
experiences in the ACES courses are not formally coordinated 
or organized.  Field experiences within the MAT are an 
integral part of the program; however, these valuable 
experiences are holistic in nature and do not provide content 
specific instruction that are directly aligned with university 
coursework and are not designed to systematically build upon 
course content.  The M.Ed candidates are practitioners 
employed in the field; thus do not require a field component.   

This project proposes to design an applied learning 
sequence for the elementary literacy strand beginning with 
ACES courses (ED 341, Literacy Development in the 
Elementary School and ED 346, Teaching Children’s 
Literature) and continue with the literacy coursework offered 
within the MAT (ED 652, Elementary Language Arts/Social 
Studies Pedagogy). One of the objectives of the project is to 

ED 341, Literacy Development in the Elementary School is the 
first course in the literacy strand for ACES, which leads into 
the new Master of Arts in Teaching Program.  This course has 
been taught as a traditional university course since I 
developed it in 2004.   
 
During Spring 2013, I approached several elementary 
principals with schools in close proximity to the university 
campus.  I initially approached Mrs. Jasmine Urasaki, Principal 
at Waiakea Elementary School (about 1 mile from UH Hilo 
campus) and Mrs. Patti Andrade, Principal at Hilo Union 
Elementary (3 miles from campus) to propose the possible 
project.  After meeting with both schools and identifying 
logistical challenges, it was determined that it would be easier 
to start the project.  Dr. Avis Masuda who also teaches ED 341 
on a regular basis and I met with the Principal, Mrs. Patti 
Andrade and Curriculum Coordinator, Mrs. Esther Kottke at 
Hilo Union Elementary School. 
 
We agreed to establish a partnership and I drafted up 
agreements and guidelines for the proposed partnership.  



design an applied learning model that can be used by other 
content areas within the elementary education MAT degree.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Objectives: 

 To establish partnerships with local Hawaii 
Department of Education and Charter Schools which 
support an applied learning literacy track 

 To research other elementary literacy courses that 
incorporate applied learning methods 

 To redesign elementary literacy course curriculum 
which aligns with national standards  

 To identify and develop performance measures and 
assessments for coursework and applied learning 
components 

 To develop a model which may be used by other 
content areas 

 
The project supports UH Hilo’s Strategic Plan, “Goal 1: Provide 
learning experiences and support to prepare students to 
thrive, compete, innovate and lead in their professional and 
personal lives,” specifically priority action 1.2 “Provide every 

During Spring 2013 Dr. Masuda taught ED 341 and I worked 
with a Directed Studies student who helped us pilot the 
applied component for the course the elementary school 
during Spring 2013.  We met several times over the course of 
the semester and used the information from the pilot field 
experience to develop the design of the model.  Dr. Masuda 
and I wrote a manuscript describing the field-based 
experience model that we designed.  It will be published in 
Academic Exchange Quarterly in Summer 2014. 
 
 
 
The following objectives were met: 

 Established a partnership with Hilo Union Elementary 
School to support an applied learning literacy track  

 Research other elementary literacy courses that 
incorporate applied learning methods  

 Identify and develop performance measures and 
assessments for coursework and applied learning 
components  

 Develop a model which may be used by other content 
areas  

 
 
 
 
This project directly supports UH Hilo’s Strategic Plan, “Goal 
1: Provide learning experiences and support to prepare 
students to thrive, compete, innovate and lead in their 
professional and personal lives,” specifically priority action 



student with an applied learning experience through, but not 
limited to, increased internships and practica with local 
businesses/agencies, greater student involvement in faculty 
research, and artistic and creative endeavors.”   
 

1.2 “Provide every student with an applied learning 
experience through, but not limited to, increased internships 
and practica with local businesses/agencies, greater student 
involvement in faculty research, and artistic and creative 
endeavors.”  It requires each prospective elementary 
education teacher at UH Hilo with an applied learning 
experience through a structured field experience in 
collaboration with an elementary school in the local 
community. 
 
  



 
 
Summary of proposed activities, School of Education and UH Hilo Strategic Plan Foci, and Completed Actions 
 

Proposed Project, Research or 
Study Program Proposed 

Education Department 
Strategic Plan Focus 

UH Hilo Strategic Plan Focus Completed Actions 

Literacy Strand Projects: 
* In AY 2011-2012 a professional 
literacy organization was 
established, the Big Island Council 
of Teachers of English (local 
affiliate of the National Council of 
Teachers of English) with Dr. Avis 
Masuda to sustain a culture of 
continued professional 
development for UH Hilo TEP 
graduates.  For AY 2012-2013 we 
hope to establish a BICTE study 
group on the Common Core State 
Standards.  This work will build 
upon an existing Professional 
Development research study that 
Dr. Masuda and I are conducting.  
It will provide data for an 
additional study on 
implementation of the Language 
Arts Common Core Standards.  
 
 
 
 
* Applied Learning literacy 
project.  This project will be 
implemented in Fall 2013 and 
Spring 2014.  Data from the 
project will be collected and 

* Create distinct Professional 
Development Program of 
course and experience 
options 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Goal 2, “Become a 
coherent, dynamic and 
productive professional 
community (department).  
As part of the accountability 

* Provide learning experiences and support 
to prepare students to thrive, compete, 
innovate and lead in their professional and 
personal lives 
Priority Action 1.1 Create and sustain a 
culture of mentorship among faculty and 
students that fosters meaningful discussion 
about degree completion, career options 
and/or graduate and professional schools.  
This culture includes traditional advising as 
well as independent study, research, 
internships and continued dialogue beyond 
the classroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Goal 1: Provide learning experiences and 
support to prepare students to thrive, 
compete, innovate and lead in their 
professional and personal lives,” specifically 
priority action 1.2 “Provide every student 

* In Spring 2013 Dr. Avis Masuda and I 
conducted a Common Core Study Group with five 
(5) elementary school teachers from the Hilo 
Waiakea Complex.  We met on a monthly basis to 
discuss and learn about implementation of the 
Common Core State Standards. 
 
* In November 2013 we presented some of the 
results of the work at the National Council of 
Teachers of English Annual Convention in 
Boston, MA. 
 
* I am the Co-Founder and Co-President of the 
Big Island Council of Teacher of English.  We 
established this group in Spring 2011.  In Spring 
2013, we gathered a group of 12 literacy 
professionals in the community and facilitated a 
focus group meeting.  This meeting established 
creating a Strategic Plan.  Dr. Masuda and I are 
writing the Strategic Plan for the BICTE and are 
planning a teacher workshop in February 2014.   
 
 
 
 
* A field-based experience literacy strand was 
piloted during Spring 2013.  I worked with 1 
directed study student to implement a pilot 
“applied literacy” segment for ED 341 course.   
As a result of the pilot project, A one-credit, 



analyzed to determine applied 
learning component effectiveness 
and research findings will be 
published. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Travel --- As part of the literacy 
work, I plan to attend the Tucson 
Festival of Books in Tucson, AZ on 
March 9 and 10 where I will 
connect with colleagues from 
across the country and attend the 
World of Words Advisory Board 
meeting which highlights 
international children’s literature.   
 

and improvement measures, 
one strategic objective is to 
“Establish elementary, 
secondary, and advance 
study program assessments 
aligned with national 
standards.” 
 

 
 

with an applied learning experience through, 
but not limited to, increased internships and 
practica with local businesses/agencies, 
greater student involvement in faculty 
research, and artistic and creative 
endeavors.” 

experimental course ED 394 incorporating the 
field component was written during my 
sabbatical and the course will be implemented in 
Spring 2014.  A course modification was 
submitted in Fall 2013 to reflect these changes.  
Dr. Masuda and I co-authored a paper, “Field-
Based Collaboration Model” which will be 
published in Academic Exchange Quarterly in 
Summer 2014.   
 
* I was unable to travel to Tucson, AZ during my 
sabbatical; however, I participated in WOW 
dialogues and wrote 2 book reviews which will 
be published in Fall 2013 and Spring 2014. 
 
 
* Dr. Masuda and I submitted a paper, “Literacy 
as Social Practice” in Spring 2013 and it was 
published in Teaching Curriculum in Fall 2013.   

Culturally Relevant/Place-Based 
Research Project 
* Culturally Responsive Teaching.  
I plan to write and publish a 
research study.   

 

 Goal 4. Cultivate, sustain and reflect a 
diverse, multicultural university that is 
rooted in the indigenous history of Hawaii.   

* I collected data for this project during Summer 
2012.  During Fall 2012 and Spring 2013 Dr. 
Alice Kawakami, retired professor from UH 
Manoa and Dr. Huihui Kanahele Mossman, a 
principal from Kau meke PCS met and analyzed 
the data.  I wrote  95% of the paper and 
submitted the manuscript to Action in Teacher 
Education in Fall 2013 (currently under review) 
* I submitted a new IRB application for another 
project with Dr. Kawakami and Dr. Mossman. 
* I met with a colleague from Albion College in 
January 2013, submitted an IRB application for a 
new cultural project and will collect data in Fall 
2013. 
* I worked with Dr. Jan Zulich as an Evaluator for 
the Kai`e`E Tsunami Curriculum Project.   



 


