
	 1	

Sabbatical Report 
 
1. Name: Yoshiko Fukushima 

Rank: Associate Professor 
School: CAS 
Unit: Humanities/Languages 
 

2. Dates of sabbatical leave: August 2015 to December 2015 
 

3. Sabbatical objectives and planned activities 
 

The main objective was to write the book manuscript to submitted the completed 
work to the editor of a publisher 
 
The planned activities is shown in the table below: 

 
Activity Description Expected Outcome Timeframe 
1 Phase I: Pre-modern Edo and 

comedy 
Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript  

By July 10 
(Pre-
Sabbatical) 

2 Phase II: Birth of Tokyo Comedy, 
Westernization/modernization of 
comedy 

Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript 

By August 10 
(Pre-
Sabbatical) 

3 Phase III: From Europe to 
America, American Broadway to 
Hollywood Golden Age films 

Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript 

By September 
10 

 First Trip to Japan Visits to libraries and 
archives to collect 
missing data; request 
of visuals for 
publication at archives 

 

4 Phase IV (1): Enomoto Kenichi 
and wartime comedy 

Completion of 6,000 
words manuscript 

By October 10 

5 Phase IV (2): Furukawa Roppa 
and wartime comedy 

Completion of 6,000 
words manuscript 

By November 
10 

6 Introduction  Completion of 3,000 
words manuscript 

By 
December10 

 Second Trip to Japan Visits to libraries and 
archives; receiving the 
pre-arranged visuals 

 

7 Conclusion Completion of 3,000 
words manuscript; 
submission to the 
entire book manuscript 
to Publisher 

By January 10 
(Post-
Sabbatical) 
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4. Below are the accomplishments. Explanation follows after the table: 
 

Activ
ity 

Description Expected Outcome Timeframe Completed Outcome 

1 Phase I: Pre-modern 
Edo and comedy 

Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript  

By July 10 
(Pre-
Sabbatical) 

Early draft 
completed 

2 Phase II: Birth of 
Tokyo Comedy, 
Westernization/moder
nization of comedy 

Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript 

By August 10 
(Pre-
Sabbatical) 

Early draft 
completed 

3 Phase III: From 
Europe to America, 
American Broadway 
to Hollywood Golden 
Age films 

Completion of 12,000 
words manuscript 

By 
September 10 

Early draft 
completed 

 First Trip to Japan Visits to libraries and 
archives to collect 
missing data; request 
of visuals for 
publication at 
archives 

 Stayed in Tokyo 
5/31-6/7/2015 
Data correction 
request was made; 
also, visited libraries 

4 Phase IV (1): 
Enomoto Kenichi and 
wartime comedy 

Completion of 6,000 
words manuscript 

By October 
10 

Early draft 
completed 

5 Phase IV (2): 
Furukawa Roppa and 
wartime comedy 

Completion of 6,000 
words manuscript 

By 
November 10 

Trip was 
rescheduled on 
October 8 through 
November 2 to save 
self-funded airfare; 
then, extended to the 
end of November 
due to illness 

6 Introduction  Completion of 3,000 
words manuscript 

By 
December10 

This period is used 
for recovering from 
illness and to speed 
up data correction  

 Second Trip to Japan Visits to libraries and 
archives; receiving 
the pre-arranged 
visuals 

 See #5 

7 Conclusion Completion of 3,000 
words manuscript; 
submission to the 
entire book 
manuscript to 
Publisher 

By January 
10 (Post-
Sabbatical) 

Completed a part of 
Phase IV (see #5) 

 
 
 



	 3	

I believe I accomplished around 70% of my sabbatical objectives I planned initially.  
 
During the second stay in Tokyo in October through November 2015, I was sent to an 
emergency room due to the kidney stone attack. Also, following the unsatisfactory 
discussion with the department regarding my Spring 2016 teaching schedule done by 
email between Tokyo and Hilo, the university issued the unexpected Directives to limit 
my professional activities during the Spring 2016 semester at UH Hilo. Under these 
circumstances, it was very difficult to concentrate on my writing project. It has caused the 
delay of the planned activities Also, the delay of the manuscript completion changed my 
original plan to submit the completed manuscript to the publisher after the sabbatical 
leave. 
 
In addition to the book manuscript related activities, I also completed the following 
research and service activities (selected) for both global and local communities during the 
sabbatical leave: 
 

• Final editing of the entries for Routledge Encyclopedia of Modernism 
• Writing a dissertation review for Michelle Solberg’s dissertation Negotiating 

Democracy: A Cultural and Theoretical Analysis of Theatre for Children and 
Young People in Postwar Japan, which was published in the 
dissertationreview.org. 

• Translation of the radio drama The Universe, a Recycle Shop, written by Mie 
Makishima. Broadcasted on March 25 2016, WPAT 930AM New York. 

• Served as Film Show Coordinator and Moderator for the documentary film: 
The Promise. (September 29, 2015 at UH Hilo) 

• Presentation of the Paper titled “Human Art Center Iida Shigemi's 
Transformation: from e-dance to Mikusa no Mitakara,” in Association of Asian 
Performance 14th Annual Conference, Montréal, Québec, Canada (July 2015). 

• Participating as panelist in the roundtable “Asian Theatre in Public Schools and 
in the Community – Strategies and Challenges” with UH Manoa Asian Theatre 
colleagues. Association of Asian Performance 14th Annual Conference, 
Montréal, Québec, Canada (July 2015). 

• Peer-Reviewer, An Anthology of Contemporary Japanese Plays [tentative 
title], Methuen Drama Bloomsbury Publishing (April 2015) 

 
 
5. Summary of contribution of the sabbatical leave 
 
In this sabbatical leave, my manuscript writing was destructed by two unexpected events 
as explained above. However, this sabbatical leave provided me with the time to stay in 
Japan twice to conduct data correction when Japanese universities are open and allow me 
to have more access to college libraries, archives, the faculty and staff working there. It 
also helped me concentrate on writing a part of the book manuscript during the early 
period of the sabbatical leave. It is not possible when we teach and do services for the 
university. The sabbatical leave is an inevitable opportunity to accomplish my 
professional development. I recognize outstanding benefits for my profession and 
students as university scholar teaching Japan-related subject on campus.  
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