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November 28, 2017 

Sabbatical Report 

I was on sabbatical leave during the spring 2017 semester. My original objective was to spend 
substantial amount of time at the Selcuk University, Konya, Turkey. Due to political instability in 
Turkey, there were last minute administrative changes at the University, so I could not follow this 
option. However, my collaboration with the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) was 
successful. I have also cooperated with faculty in Melbourne, Daikin University. 

I worked with the faculty in the academic programme Doctor of Philosophy (computer science) 
and Master of Science at Kulliyyah of Information and Communication Technology, IIUM. My 
collaboration lead to my appointment of as member of Board of Studies (BOS) of these 
postgraduate programs (until August 2019). 

In IIUM, the Department of Computer Science offers MSc and Ph. D. programs based on a 
research to suit the needs of students with a variety of academic backgrounds. The objective is to 
arm the students with a strong foundation for research and to prepare them to conduct a 
meaningful, original and extensive research project. These program are available in part time and 
full time basis. 

I have also worked with the Deakin University faculty. I have been an external reviewer to many 
PhD thesis from Daikin, so it was appropriate to become more familiar with the work going on in 
this university. 

Most of the work I was involved with involved neural networks, artificial intelligence and machine 
learning. The latest PhD project I am involved with is in collaboration with Abdul Wahab bin 
Rahman in IIUM. The thesis title is: Analyzing Human Behavior based on Neuro-Physiological 
Computational Five/Four-Factor Model of Affect. This research deals with personality assessment 
that is becoming increasingly popular amongst companies to help in their employee selection, and 
also in educational organizations to ensure the preparation of effective teachers. It is aimed to 
develop a computational model for measuring personality traits in correlation with affect, 
particularly with emotional valence and arousal. Such measurements will be based on spontaneous 
brain signals, and thereby they will be independent of intended human behavior. 

The sabbatical served well to work with Universities with postgraduate programs in their 
curriculum. I hope there will be more collaboration with faculty there, most probably with the 
IIUM, since I am now part of their Board of Studies. 
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