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Campus Events

UH Hilo’s Pearman named
chancellor of UH West
O‘ahu

The University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents
has named William A. Pearman chancellor of the
UH West O‘ahu campus.  The vote was taken
during the board’s April 23rd meeting at Lee-
ward Community College.  Pearman, who has
served as vice chancellor for academic affairs at
the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, since 1994 will
assume his new duties on June 1.

“Dr. Pearman’s proven leadership in develop-
ing responsive academic programs and budget stability during difficult
times, along with his work on UH Hilo’s strategic plan, community
partnerships and legislative agenda will be a definite asset to the West
O‘ahu campus,” said UH President Dr. Kenneth Mortimer.

Pearman joined the Hilo campus in 1994 as chief academic officer,
and for 17 months served as interim UH Hilo chancellor and interim UH
senior vice president. During that time, he helped forge partnerships
with astronomy tenants at UH Hilo’s University Park that augment UH
Hilo classroom and laboratory resources and create opportunities for
students.  The partnership is exploring the feasibility of opening a
planetarium at the park to expand understanding of astronomy among
school groups and the general public. UH Hilo is also working with an
investment group from Taiwan to privately fund construction of addi-
tional student housing in conjunction with a commercial complex.  Other
cooperative ventures involve development of aquaculture facilities,
along with programs and training in computer skills, justice administra-
tion and applied vulcanology.

Pearman has advocated diversity on campus, collaborative decision
making and participatory management.  He also supports the use of
technology and collaborative efforts to extend educational services off
campus.

Before coming to Hawai‘i, Pearman served as campus executive

Biology trio making a
difference in and out of
the classroom
by Aaron Hamasaki

With so much of our attention focused on
classroom instruction, it’s easy to forget that some
of the faculty member’s most important work
takes place away from the glare of everyday
attention.  The work they perform in libraries,
computer laboratories and out in the field can
produce long term benefits for a learning institu-
tion.  That’s certainly true at the University of
Hawai‘i at Hilo, where three members of the
Biology Department are proving that good re-

search is good business.
Dr. Donald Price has

been at UH Hilo since re-
locating from the Texas A
& M University Commerce
campus in 1996.  His work
has earned him numerous
grants and fellowships,
including an impressive
$425,000 grant from the

National Institutes of Health - Minority Biomedi-
cal Research Support program for his ‘Genetic
Dissection of Behavior in two Hawaiian Drosophilia
species’.

Price, along with William Mautz and Grant
Gerrish have co-authored a grant proposal to the
National Science Foundation’s Course Curricu-

May

 2 Spring Concert, UH Hilo Chamber Singers and
University Chorus.  3:00 p.m., Theatre, Admission

 7 Last day of instruction

 9 Spring Concert, Kanilehua Chorale. 3:00 p.m.,
Palace Theatre, Admission

10-14 Final Examinations

15 UH Hilo Spring Commencement, 9 a.m.,
New Gym

17 Final Grades Due at Records Office, 4:00 p.m.

17 Spring Semester Ends
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officer at Pennsylvania State University, Wilkes-Barre
Campus, and provost and vice president for academic
affairs at Sacred Heart University in Connecticut.  He
holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology and anthropol-
ogy from LaSalle University, a master’s in sociology
and anthropology from Fordham University and a
PhD in sociology from the University of Pittsburgh.  He
was recognized as a Danforth Fellow for excellence in
teaching and received a Fulbright award to study
reunification of higher education in Germany.  At UH
Hilo, he has forged partnerships with universities in
China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan and American Samoa.

“I know I speak for the entire UH Hilo family in
wishing Bill the very best in his new endeavor,” said
UH Hilo chancellor, Dr. Rose Y. Tseng.  “The university
has benefitted tremendously from his countless contri-
butions.  Bill’s enthusiasm, dedication and above all,
experience will be sorely missed,” Tseng added.

Pearman is a member of numerous professional
organizations, including the American Association of
Higher Education, American Sociological Association,
Eastern Academy of Management, and has authored
or co-authored nine books addressing issues related to
aging, handicapped conditions, the nuclear power in-
dustry and social research.  Current civic involvements
include service on the boards of the Hawai‘i Island
Adult Day Care Center and Sunrise Ridge Civic Asso-
ciation.  He has also served as a board member for St.
Joseph’s Schools.

UH West O‘ahu is an upper division institution
specializing in interdisciplinary liberal arts education
in the humanities, social sciences and professional
studies.  Its mission focuses on teaching, serving non-
traditional students (average age of the student popu-
lation is 32 years) and offering outreach programs to
the neighbor islands.

Edito’s Note
This is the final edition of Ka Lono Hanakahi

for the current academic year.
The first issue for the 1999-2000 academic

year will be September 1.  News and submissions
are always welcome.  Items for the September
issue are due no later than Monday, August 16.
Please send material to Alyson Kakugawa-Leong,
Director, University Publications.  Thanks for all
your contributions.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND SEE YOU ON
ASSIGNMENT !

Regents approve new tenants
for Research Park

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service is
joining astronomical organizations as a tenant in the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i at Hilo’s Research Park.  The University
of Hawai‘i Board of Regents, during its April 23rd  meeting
at Leeward Community College, approved a sublease
agreement under which the USDA Forest Service will
build an office building, a support building and a shade/
head house on four acres within the park as facilities for the
Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry.

Institute director John J. Ewel told regents the institute’s
staff of 43 will focus on reforestation, control of non-native
species and forested wetlands and watersheds.  Ewel
added  that collaborative opportunities will be available to
UH Hilo students and faculty.

The sublease must still be approved by the state board
of land and natural resources, which leases the University
Park land to the university.  Upon approval, the Forest
Service will join the Science and Engineering Research
Council, California Institute of Technology, National As-
tronomical Observatory of Japan and National Science
Foundation as tenants with Research Park base facilities
for telescopes on Mauna Kea.

In other business, the board authorized UH Hilo to
develop and operate an Institute for Agricultural Market-
ing and Education in conjunction with USDA Agricultural
Research Service plans to establish its Pacific Basin Agri-
cultural Research Center on the island.  The institute,
which is contingent on USDA funding, will design and
develop a video and Internet infrastructure throughout
the Pacific Basin in order to disseminate agricultural edu-
cation and information.

UH Hilo program wins prestigious Visitor Industry Awards

The Hawaiian EDventure program, an entrepreneurial
travel education partnership between the University of
Hawai‘i at Hilo and Destination Hilo, has received the 1999
Kahili award  presented by the Hawai‘i Visitor’s and Con-
vention Bureau for the best entry in the events and program
category.  The EDventure program proved to be the big
winner by going on to capture the coveted “Best of Show”
award, symbolic of the top entry among more than 80 con-
tenders in 14 categories.
The annual “Keep It
Hawai‘i” award acknowl-
edges outstanding efforts
and achievements by in-
dividuals, programs,
events and attractions that
perpetuate Hawai‘i’s cul-
ture, history and environ-
ment in traditional and in-
spiring ways to visitors.

The EDventure pro-
gram, according to Judith
Fox-Goldstein, Director of
the UH Hilo Conference
Center and President of
Destination Hilo, “is one
of the most exciting ex-
amples of a thriving visi-
tor industry and educa-
tional partnership in the
state”.  The program’s
success is based on ex-
panding partnerships that encourage linkages and network-
ing throughout the island.  The magic, according to Fox-
Goldstein, comes from a very special group of artists, scien-
tists, educators, students, and our treasured Kupuna who
bring Hawai‘i’s uniqueness to life through interactive and
inspiring experiences.

  “Our visitors feel Hawai‘i, and therefore, leave the is-
lands with an impressive view of a culture and history that is
larger than life,” Fox-Goldstein said.  “Because visitors de-
velop a newly fashioned respect for Hawai‘i’s traditions and
people, they return home with much more than a tan and the
tropical raindrops that showered their visit.   The EDventure
program ensures that the meaning of “Aloha” becomes a
tangible experience that will always be cherished and re-
membered,” Fox-Goldstein added.

The EDventure program is based on the philosophy of
“experiential education.”  This integrated academic and
cultural visitor experience, embraced by the entire commu-
nity, blends science, art, history, music and culture within the
framework of Hawaiiana.  The program, offered to students
and visitors from 8 to 80 years of age, encourages people to

experience, explore and educate themselves about Hawai‘i’s
rich culture and environment.  Enjoying the wonders of
Hawai‘i with hands-on, participatory activities provides
“once in a lifetime” memories.  UH Hilo Chancellor, Dr. Rose
Tseng cited the EDventure program as an example of the
closer ties she wants to see developed between key elements
in the community.

“I’m very pleased about this growing relationship, fos-
tered by the university
and business
community’s commit-
ment to both education
and the economy,” Tseng
said.  “The visitor indus-
try is a driving force in
our economy and the
EDventure program is a
prime example of a work-
ing relationship that
strengthens both enti-
ties,” she added.

Developed by the UH
Hilo Conference Center in
1990, the Hawaiian
EDventure program is
now translated into Japa-
nese and marketed in Ja-
pan in cooperation with
Japan Airlines.  Targeting
both the student and sil-
ver generation, the

EDventure program’s aggressive marketing plans include
expansion into Asia, Europe and Canada.

“Dramatic, exciting and so very rewarding to be affirmed
and recognized for work that you truly enjoy,” was the
overall consensus of the University Conference Staff.  The
“Best of Show” recognition was a total surprise and it was an
honor to receive this award,” said Program Coordinator
Mary Ann Tsuchiyama.

Conference Center veteran Alberta Mehau-Matsu noted
that every project the center undertakes is driven by a unique
team effort.  “It was fitting to have the UH Hilo EDventure
staff present to be recognized and to accept this award.  We
all feel privileged to be part of this amazing effort,” Mehau-
Matsu said.

Fox-Goldstein hopes the program’s success will inspire
others to support efforts to promote the visitor industry,
which she believes has enormous potential.

“Tourism is everyone’s business,” she said.  And the
EDventure program is just one more example of our commit-
ment to make Hilo, and the Big Island, the EDUCATIONAL
and CULTURAL CAPITOL of the world,” she added.

UH Hilo Conference Center staff pose with Kahili award received last month in
Honolulu. From left to right, Alberta Mehau-Matsu, Megan Makua, Mary Ann
Tsuchiyama, Janice Harvey Yee, Judith Fox-Goldstein, Doreen Koizumi, Claudia
Ziroli-Coyl, Crystal Makekau.

UH Hilo Research Park: Regents action clears way for USDA
facilities to join high tech tenants.
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lum and Laboratory Improvement program for a graduate
and undergraduate degree program in evolution, ecology
and conservation biology (EECB) at UH Hilo.  He believes the
Big Island is the ideal place to develop the new program,
which he sees as a golden opportunity.

“The Big Island is truly a hotspot that is recognized
around the world,” Price said.  “We could attract many
students and provide a valuable service to the community.
This program would give back many times over the small
investment we are asking for,” Price added.

Dr. Grant Gerrish has been hard at
work since 1997 on a Federal Environ-
mental Impact Statement for the re-
alignment of the Saddle Road.  Gerrish
was tapped for his expertise as a wet-
land biologist to identify habitats on
the windward side of the cross island
highway’s route.

“My task was to interpret the fed-
eral law that protects wetlands in the

context of Hawai‘i’s unique biota,” Gerrish stated.  “From my
findings, I concluded that parts of the ohi‘a rainforests in
those areas met the criteria for protected wetlands,” he said.

His findings proved critical, since past evaluations re-
sulted in little recognition of wetland boundaries.  Gerrish
still had to identify the functions and values of the wetlands,
so that measures could be designed to evaluate the loss that
might occur due to the road being realigned and rebuilt.  He
also had to sell his plan to the US Environmental Protection
Agency, US Army Corps of Engineers and US Fish and
Wildlife Service, the three agencies that oversee the protec-
tion of wetlands.

“I recommended they evaluate the wetlands as part of the
rainforest ecosystem, rather than as independent resources,”
Gerrish said.  “And it was accepted by all three agencies,” he
added.  At press time, Gerrish was busy preparing for a three
day workshop on “Vegetation Monitoring for Conservation
Management”.  The event, is jointly sponsored by the Secre-
tariat for Conservation Biology and the Nature Conservancy
of Hawai‘i, with 50 registered participants, including mem-
bers from the State Division of Forestry and Wildlife, the
Federal Fish and Wildlife Service and private agencies.

“The goal of the workshop was to demonstrate how
monitoring plant and ecosystem resources can be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of management actions,” Gerrish
said.

“At the same time, we want participants to learn how to
design monitoring programs, including field sampling tech-
niques and statistical analysis of the results,” Gerrish added.

Dr. William Mautz arrived at UH Hilo nearly three years
ago from the University of California-Irvine, where he had
been a member of the medical school’s research faculty.  His

work focused primarily on lung biol-
ogy and the health effects of air pollu-
tion, but he also had his side interests.
“During graduate school at Cornell
University and UCLA  I studied  com-
parative physiology and ecology of
reptiles and amphibians,” Mautz said.
Even though my primary focus was in
other areas I continued to do research

in this field while at Cal-Irvine,” Mautz added.
He currently teaches classes in human anatomy, physiol-

ogy and general biology.  One of his major projects is an
investigation of the effects certain chemicals have on the
respiratory systems of reptiles and vertebrates.  The study
entitled “Comparative Biology of Respiratory Tracts Inhal-
ants,” won a $200,000 grant from the National Institutes of
Health-MBRS.

Mautz will work with students to examine the effects of
two important air pollutants sulfur dioxide and ozone, which
can be found in abundant supply on an island with ongoing
volcanic eruptions. Mautz says he’s pleased with the direc-
tion of the department and speaks highly of his colleagues
and students alike.  “I very much enjoy the collegiality of the
Biology Department, and I am impressed with the students
here at UH Hilo.” Mautz said.  “Everywhere I look, I see
wonderful potential for developing programs here,” he
added.

Speakers announced for Spring Commencement

Outgoing University of Hawaii‘i Board of Regents member Stanley Roehrig will be the keynote speaker at the
UH Hilo Spring Commencement ceremony, scheduled for Saturday, May 15, 1999 at 9 a.m. in the new UH Hilo
gym.  Roehrig, is a prominent Hilo attorney who previously served in the State Legislature, where he chaired the
House Judiciary Committee. As a regent, Roehrig has been a strong advocate for UH Hilo.  He was recently
appointed by Governor Benjamin Cayetano to a four-year term on the State Land Use Commission, which will
begin after he steps down from the Board of Regents on June 30, 1999.

Tania Ponira Miller, a nursing major will serve as student speaker.  Miller, a former Miss Aloha Hawai‘i,
commutes from Waimea to attend classes and performs volunteer work at the North Hawai‘i Community
Hospital.  She is also active with a number of community agencies, which include the American Cancer Society,
the VA clinic and Hilo Medical Center’s Diabetes Screening.

How do you follow up an impressive fundraising perfor-
mance that produced more than $22,000 for the Hawai‘i
Island United Way ?  For volunteer leaders at the University
of Hawai‘i at Hilo, the answer was simple:  Raise the bar, by
setting an ambitious goal, then go out and set a new
fundraising record.

That formula worked like a charm as volunteers bettered
last year’s total by $1,556 or  6.9%. Final totals for the 1998/
99 campaign that ended on March 31, 1999 showed that UH
Hilo raised $24,061 or 96.2% of its $25,000 goal.  The 1999
results easily shattered last year’s record, of  $22,505.  UH

Hilo’s total helped the island wide campaign raise $1,280,809
or 97.8% of its 1998/99 goal of $1,309,000.

“The university’s performance in a challenging year was
truly outstanding,” said Helen Hemmes, President and Chief
Professional Officer for the Hawai‘i Island United Way.
“Our thanks go out to all who gave so generously to help
people in our community.  The increased support makes a
difference for our agencies and the people they serve,” she
added.

This year’s campaign was co-chaired by Dr. Hank
Hennessey, Haunani Bernadino and Lisa Mendoza.
Hennessey is a dedicated volunteer, who says the United
Way provides an efficient vehicle for channeling money to a
wide variety of very deserving causes.

“I serve on the panel that reviews United Way Agency
applications for funding, and I can tell you that the needs
they serve are very real,” Hennessey said.  “I think that the
university’s people are aware of the extent of the Big Island’s
needs, and their generosity shows it,” Hennessey added.

He was particularly proud of the School of Business,
which had 100% participation this year by faculty and staff.
Hennessey, who also chaired last year’s drive is stepping
down from his leadership position, but fully expects the UH
Hilo family’s tradition of giving to continue.

“Haunani will chair next year’s campaign, and I am sure
that she will outdo this year’s performance, because that’s
the kind of people that work at UH Hilo, and I know that she
can count on their support,” Hennessey said.

Monies raised by the Hawai‘i Island United Way benefit
the 33 member and numerous donor choice agencies.  Over
98 % of all money raised here stays on the Big Island.

UH Hilo United Way Campaign sets new record

Dwayne Miyashiro, Vice Chair, 1999/2000 Hawai‘i Island United Way
Campaign, and member, Board of Directors, presents certificate of
appreciation to chancellor, Dr. Rose Tseng. UH Hilo volunteers raised
more than $24,000 in a record performance.

Chancellor to appear on
Statewide Television

University of Hawai‘i at
Hilo Chancellor, Dr. Rose Y.
Tseng will appear on two of
Honolulu’s morning news
programs during the month
of May.  Dr. Tseng is sched-
uled to appear on KITV’s
Good Morning Hawai‘i with
Paul Udell, Kathy Muneno

and Tiny Tadani on Tuesday, May 11.  She will also
be interviewed by Bernadette Baraquio on the Chan-
nel Two Morning News with Leslie Wilcox and Ron
Mizutani on Tuesday, May 25.  Both appearances
are tentatively scheduled for 6am.
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Regina Titunik

Wayne Miyamoto

Bob Watson

Hats off
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Regina Titunik, Assistant Profes-
sor of Political Science, has been se-
lected for inclusion in the fifth edition
of Who’s Who Among American Teach-
ers and was one of sixteen scholars
invited by the Liberty Fund to partici-
pate in a colloquium on Civility and
Liberty in the Writings of Edward Shils
held in Savannah, Georgia this past
March.

Wayne Miyamoto, Professor of
Art, has been invited to participate in
the “Invitational” XIV Premio
Internazionale Biella Per 1' Incisione,
Exhibition that runs through May 23
in Torino, Italy.  The exhibit will travel
throughout the country to the cities of
Bologna, Turin, and Mondovi until
April 2000.  Miyamoto also has works
on display in the “Hands across the
water: Heads across the sky” exchange
exhibition, featuring prints from
Hawai‘i and Australia through May
14 at Leeward Community College,
on Oahu.  The winner of the 1999 U.H.
Diversity Speakers Fund Award, he
played the role of host last month to
Visiting Artist Robert Jahnke, and still
found time to serve as a juror for the
Kaha Ki‘i Congressional Art Awards
Program held recently in Hilo.

Bob Watson, Assistant Professor
of Political Science, had his article “The
First Lady at the Turn of the Century”
published in the Spring issue of Talk-
ing Politics, the journal of the Politics
Association (England).  The article ex-
amines the growth of the first lady-
ship over the course of the 20th cen-
tury, including the institutionalization
of the “Office of the First Lady” within
the White House and the increase in
the first lady’s power and visibility.
The article also offers an assessment
of the state of the office at the turn of
the century.  Watson was recently se-
lected as a manuscript reviewer for
the journal Presidential Studies Quar-
terly, the leading journal in the field of

presidential scholarship. He later
learned while attending last month’s
Western Social Science Association
Conference in Fort Worth, Texas that
he had been selected to be the Editor of
Book Reviews for the Social Science
Journal. Watson will also sit on the
Association’s Executive Council.

Eric Jeschke, Assistant Professor
of  Computer Science, received a $1,300
grant from the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) and Association of Com-
puting Machinery (ACM) to attend
the 1999 ACM SIGPLAN Conference
on Programming Language Design
and Implementation held in Atlanta,
Georgia May 1-4.  The grant targeted
educators from colleges with high fe-
male and/or minority enrollments, as
part of an effort to increase minority
representation in the sciences.

Rick Castberg, Professor of Politi-
cal Science,  has been invited to serve
as a visiting expert for the 113th Inter-
national Training Course on “The Ef-
fective Administration of Criminal
Justice for the Prevention of Corrup-
tion by Public Officials” to be held at
the United Nations Asia and Far East
Institute for the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders in
Tokyo from August 30 to November
18, 1999.  He will provide a series of
lectures, write two papers for inclu-
sion in the UNAFEI Resource Material
series, and prepare a major paper com-
paring corruption in the U.S. with that
in Japan.

Gary Dean Best, Professor of His-
tory, spent his fall sabbatical writing a
250,000 word, 800+ pages book on
Herbert Hoover under a $50,000 con-
tract with the Hoover Presidential Li-
brary Association.  The book will be
volume six in the Association’s Life of
Herbert Hoover, and will be published
next year by Norton.  In October, he
will be the guest of the Association at
a conference on Hoover where he will

present a paper.  The presentation will be telecast on C-SPAN.  He
is presently working on two books: A study of the changes in
American liberalism in the 1930’s that he is writing, and an
anthology of revisionist essays on “The New Deal” that he is
editing.  Best will be spending the summer of 2000 as a resident
scholar at the Center for Social Philosophy and Policy at Bowling
Green State University, where he will complete his present book
and begin research for one on popular culture in the 1920’s.  The
residency is for 10 weeks, and includes clerical and research
assistance, plus a $24,000 stipend.

Marlene Hapai, Professor of Natural Sciences/Biology, re-
turned recently from a Fall 1998 Sabbatical Leave.  During that
time she wrote most of the first draft for her book entitled “Inte-
grating Science and the Arts”.  She also spoke at both the Univer-
sity of Vermont and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst
about her book “BugPlay”, the use of insects in the classroom and
the Natural Sciences Major and Certificate programs at UH Hilo.

Andy Grabar, Assistant Professor of Art had some of his works
displayed during the 1999 Pacific Rim International Print Exhibi-
tion, which ran from February through March at the UH Hilo
Campus Center.  He also joins Professor Wayne Miyamoto as an
invited artist for the “Invitational” XIV Premio Internazionale
Biella Per 1' Incisione, Exhibition.

UH Hilo news now
available on the Internet

Interested in news and current events tak-
ing place at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo ?
How about the latest edition of this publica-
tion?  The information is now as close and
convenient as your personal computer.

These are the latest items to become part of
the UH Hilo website.  Just visit the UH Hilo
news page at www.uhh.hawaii.edu/news and
browse through the current edition of Ka Lono
Hanakahi or read about the latest develop-
ments at the university, including stories you
won’t read about in the local newspapers.

The project is the brainchild of Dr. Bill Chen,
Director of Technology and Distance Learning
and Computer Specialist and Webmaster Sunny
Walker.  Chen has been a big proponent of the
Internet, which he says has given UH Hilo
exposure to a vast new audience.

“The UH Hilo website was designed by one
of our computer science graduates, Ian Campos
during Spring 1998,” Chen said.  “Over the last
six months, we have added many features, such
as the University catalog, admissions, financial
aid, and registration information.  The Internet
is the quickest way for us to get information out
to our students and parents,” according to Chen.

Walker has been keeping track of the web
activity, and notes that the university site has
attracted a great deal of traffic along the infor-
mation super highway.

“The core UH Hilo site averages around
15,000 hits per day,” Walker said.  “Most of our
traffic comes from the Virginia based America
On line and the UH system.  But we also receive
considerable traffic from California, Oregon,
Minnesota, Canada, Japan and the United King-
dom,” Walker added.

And what’s the most popular category?  The
UH Hilo catalog wins that contest hands down!
During the two month period, between Decem-
ber 15, 1998 and February 15, 1999, 1,841 copies
were downloaded.  Its clear from these figures
that UH Hilo is attracting a great deal of interest
beyond the Island and State of Hawai‘i.  The
latest additions to the web page, promise to
bring new meaning to the term “distance learn-
ing.”

International Nights ’99

The UH Hilo Japanese Ensemble under the direction of Dr. George Durham
performs festival music during last month's International Nites ’99 at the UH
Hilo Theatre. The two night event, sponsored by the International Student
Association featured performances from groups representing 22 nations.

Rick Castberg

Gary Dean Best

Andy Grabar

Marlene Hapai


