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groups (less than 10), while practic-
ing physical distancing and wearing 
masks, Guillen said. “We have not 
allowed practices until later as we 
wanted our student-athletes to get 
acclimated to not only the COVID-19 
protocols but also the online learn-
ing,” he affi  rmed. Th e head athletic 
trainer has worked with the PacWest 
Conference in developing extensive 
COVID-19 Return to Campus and 
Sport Preparation protocols, which 
were implemented prior to the start 
of the semester.  “Th ese protocols 
include personal hygiene and phys-

ical distancing, practice protocols, 
testing strategies and safe transition 
to athletic activity plans,” Guillen 
said. “Coaches and staff  are con-
stantly communicating, educating 
and reminding our students of their 
responsibility to adhere to state and 
local laws, rules and guidelines,” the 
athletic director said. He pointed 
out that coaches meet virtually with 
their teams on a regular basis and 
continually remind them to maintain 
physical distancing and masking, 
practice personal hygiene always 
including washing and sanitizing 

hands and not engaging in any greet-
ing or departing gestures that include 
physical touching. He also added that 
the head athletic trainer met with 
each of the UHH teams virtually to 
review all of the protocols, guidelines 
and procedures.  “He leads our sports 
medicine staff  so it is also vital that 
our student-athletes are provided that 
information from him and our other 
athletic trainers to bring awareness 
and understanding,” Guillen said.

For a review of UHH’s COVID-19 
guidelines, visit https://hilo.hawaii.
edu/covid19/guidelines/

Too Early to Say What Courses May Be On 
the Chopping Block
Kristen Roney, the New Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs, Work-
ing with Programs on Course Scheduling Amid Budget Cuts
Writer: Kasumi Collins, Editor-in-Chief

The UHH campus has been 
abuzz about budget cuts and 
what that will mean for class 

availability, staff  retention, and grad-
uation. Kristen Roney, the new Vice 
Chancellor of Academic Aff airs here 
at UH Hilo, is getting acclimated to 
her new job with a heft y to-do list. 
She is tasked with looking for ways 
to reduce the budget, and at the same 
time ensuring courses will be available 
for the various majors that the univer-
sity off ers. 

“Th e budget this year is, not to put 
too fi ne a point on it, in rough shape 
owing to the economic impacts from 
COVID-19 on the state,” Roney said. 
 In September, Roney started what she 
described as a two-step process, in 
order to determine what classes would 

be available Spring 2021, as well as 
what lecturers would be tasked with 
teaching those classes.  In the fi rst 

step, Roney sent out a memo asking 
programs to create a schedule that did 
not include lecturer faculty or over-
loads. “As a result, one of the things 
that was not especially clear as I start-
ed was how much we have remaining 
in the hiring funds for lecturers for 
Spring 2021.”

In her communication with the pro-
gram, she suggested the elimination 
of courses with a couple of diff erent 
scenarios or, as she described, stages.  
“Th e fi rst stage of which had to as-
sume no funding for lecturers. We are 
presently in the second stage,” Roney 
stated, noting she recently sent out 
another communication to the pro-
grams detailing what that looks like:  
“Departments and programs identify 
courses not off ered in the fi rst sched-

Kristen Roney



Ke Kalahea November Fall 2020 

18 

Kamehameha Schools Offers Teaching Scholarship Through UH Hilo, 
Creating a Better Future for Hawai`i
Writer: Nick Wagner, Associate Editor 

A Scholarship For The Future

ule that are needed per the student 
data.” 

Roney explained that the course list 
would be prioritized based on three 
areas: courses for students graduating 
in Spring 2021, courses for students 
graduating in Fall 2021, and general 
education (which also includes the 
integrative requirements). “We’ll then 
work through the remaining list in 
academic leadership until we run 
out of funding,” Roney said, adding 
that she and other administrators 
involved in this course prioritization 
hope to wrap up their work at the end 
of October. “Part of the process here 
is identifying exactly what the gaps 
between schedule needs and doing 
our level-best to assure students can 
progress through their degrees.”
 
At press time Roney wasn’t ready 
to share the list of courses that ad-
ministrators are planning to put on 
the chopping block. “I don’t have a 
list to share as we are still collect-
ing the second phase schedule,” she 
said, pointing out that she wants to 
give lecturers notice before publicly 
revealing such information. “We had 
to get through hiring and overloads 

Through the Kamehameha 
schools, local residents of Ha-
wai`i can find an abundance of 

financial aid when wondering how to 
pay for their college education. While 
still being able to provide aid to those 

in need, they also have affected how 
the future of Hawai`i will grow, as 
they have targeted their scholarships 
at not only helping the students in 
need, but also putting the interests of 
future learners of Hawaiian culture 

first. In order to do this, the Kame-
hameha schools have created a schol-
arship for University students called 
the Ho’okawowo scholarship. It is 
geared toward educators of Hawai`i, 
and is available to those seeking an 

for faculty, etc., before I could have a 
serious idea of where we were,” Roney 
said, adding, “But, departments need-
ed to begin work on a schedule long 
before I would have that information.” 
Roney’s request to programs was to 
create a schedule designed around 
students’ needs, using data from 
StarGPS about anticipated course 
enrollment. She asked that the pro-
grams develop their schedule “bearing 
in mind the myriad needs for student 
progression.” She said the programs 
“have done their very best in meeting 
these goals.” She asked in that same 
September memo that a prioritization 
list be created, so that once she knew 
where UHH stood financially, ad-
ministrators could begin identifying 
additional courses and hiring lectur-
ers in response. 
 
Now that Roney has a “relatively 
stable number” for the budget, they 
are gathering priority lists from the 
programs, namely courses needed for 
students graduating in Spring 2021, 
courses needed for students graduat-
ing in Fall 2021, and courses needed 
for general student access, such as 
general education. “We’ll also create 
additional priorities as a group in 

the academic leadership of the Col-
leges and fund as many additional 
courses as we are able through these 
lists,” Roney said.While this two-
stage process in course scheduling 
is a university-wide measure, Roney 
acknowledges that her communica-
tion to the programs did create some 
anxiety amongst the faculty and staff.  
“I will absolutely own that the com-
munication around the initial memo 
did not go as I had expected,” she said. 
“I would have been broader in com-
municating the situation initially were 
I to go back, so that everyone knew 
the language used around that second 
part of the process. It wouldn’t com-
pletely ameliorate anxiety--how could 
it, knowing we still won’t have as 
much of a budget as last year?--but at 
least we would have shared a common 
language, and the information would 
not have come across as a rumor.”

Roney assured Ke Kalahea that ad-
ministrators are working hard to 
make sure that UHH has the “capac-
ity” to provide students with neces-
sary courses and they will be seeking 
student feedback “when it looks like 
a problem is arising so that we can 
help.”
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the origin of the name comes from 
Sheriff  George Richardson, who once 
owned the property and then built the 
home that is there today. 

Long ago the beautiful beach park 
that we know today was set to be a 
seven-story hotel, which would’ve 
been where the green house currently 
stands.While home in the summer 
of ‘91, Hilo local Chris Yuen, became 
worried about the zoning of the area 
and eventually created a petition to 
halt the construction of the hotel. 

Yuen says that at that time the fed-
eral funding allowed for the county 
to purchase the area of Richardson’s 
Beach Park. While Yuen’s petition 
barred the hotel from being built in 
the area where the house stands, he 
also notes that they were unable to 
inspire change when the seven-story 
condo was built in Keaukaha in 1972.
Yuen says that a local “old-timer” of 
Hilo had told him that the black sand 
beach at Richardson’s used to be a lot 
bigger before a tsunami in 1946 hit. 
He then goes on to say that the public 

was unable to go to those same beach-
es that now stand in front of the house 
around the 1970s due to a fence that 
was put up by the owners of the home 
back then. Aft er the purchase of the 
beach park by the county of Hawai`i, 
many people volunteered to help clean 
up the area, which Yuen says was 
“largely overgrown.” Th is assistance 
gave Hilo locals access to the beaches 
of Richardson’s once again. 

Once eff orts were made to clean up 
the area, visitors and locals started to 
visit the area whether it was to swim, 
relax, surf or snorkel. Th e turtle is in-
digenous to Hawai`i, and it seems that 
Richardson’s is the place where the 
turtles like to congregate the most. 
From one side of the park to the other 
you are likely to see a turtle peeking 
their head up while the high tide of 
the ocean clashes against the seawall. 
Although Yuen has no explanation for 
why the turtles love the spot so much, 
he mentioned that he once counted 
“50 turtles” in an hour while snorkel-
ing along the bay. “I’d like to give your 

readers the message that committed 
people with the right cause can make 
a diff erence, even though most of us 
had no experience in a movement 
like this.”  Hundreds of people now 
are able to enjoy the beauty of Rich-
ardson’s due to the eff orts of Yuen. He 
stresses how the Hilo area has so few 
locations that provide access to beach-
es and sheltered lagoons like Richard-
son’s has. Yuen still works hard today 
to preserve various beaches around 
Hilo, and has done so since he was 
19. His actions helped make Richard-
son’s what it is today, and he urges the 
youth in Hilo to actively participate in 
preserving Hawai`i’s beaches, just as 
he did.


