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A Monthly Message from the VIS Manager
Aloha Kakou,
     It has been an incredibly month at 
the VIS. The remodeling project is al-
most done and the new outdoor poster 
exhibit is now on display. I want to 
express my most sincere appreciation 
to everyone who collaborated on this 
project and we hope that you stop by 
to visit and see the exhibit. Once the 
remodeling project is completed, we 
will be working with Imiloa on devel-
oping a new exhibit to be displayed at 
the VIS. 
     The VIS staff ohana is growing and 
this month we welcome Ryder Ma-
rote to the team and we also welcome 
Liam Pagala to this world! Liam is 
Russell’s newborn baby who came into 
this world this month. Congratulations 
Russell! 
     This month while on vacation I 
had the privilege to visit the National 
Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. 
The museum contains exhibits of many 

different types, one of them is titled 
Earth in Space. Imagine my surprise 
and sense of pride when I saw in the 
exhibit a picture of the James Clerk 
Maxwell Telescope on Maunakea, and 
next to it a large red instrument. 
     The instrument was the SCUBA 
camera which was built in Edinburgh 
in the 90’s and used in the JCMT in 
Hawaii. This is just one example of the 
broad reach that the work that is done 
on the mountain has, and the respect it 
generates around the world. To make 
the experience even more fulfilling, I 
happened to be visiting with Antonio 
Chrysostomou, former Associate Di-
rector of JCMT who happened to have 
worked on that particular instrument 
and its replacement now currently in 
use. I am extremely proud to be part of 
this family and welcome everyone to 
come and visit us.

A hui hou.
Rodrigo Romo

Maunakea VIS Manager. Photo of Antonio Chrysostomou by SCUBA 
camera

Photo of SCUBA JCMT display in Scotland
Courtesy of Rodrigo Romo

Meet the Maunakea 
VIS Staff

By Miranda Taylor

Photo of VIS Staff
     At 9,200 feet, The Onizuka Center 
for International Astronomy Visitor 
Information Station (VIS) is located 
and open everyday from 10:30am to 
7:00pm. The VIS staff collaborate to 
educate and warn visitors about the 
hazards encountered on Maunakea and 
provide advice on how to have a safe 
trip.
     Each member provides a strength to 
the ohana and works together to edu-
cate all who stop by the VIS about the 
various facets of the mountain. Includ-
ing the cultural significance, sacred-
ness, mythology, traditions, ecology, 
geology, and much more. Stop by the 
VIS to acclimate and learn more about 
Maunakea.
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UH-Hilo honored for 
Maunakea Stewardship

By Miranda Taylor

     On Friday, June 24 the Univer-
sity of Hawaiʻi at Hilo Center for 
Maunakea Stewardship was award-
ed by the Kona-Kohala Chamber of 
Commerce with the 2022 Pūalu Award 
for Community Education. The award 
honors organizations that promote and 
support education and enrichment pro-
grams that develop personal skills and 
lifelong learning.
     “We are moved by this acknowl-
edgement, which helps shine a spot-
light on our dedicated staff members 
who pour their hearts into stewarding 
these precious lands,” said Nahua Guil-
loz, CMS director of stewardship. 
     CMS was commended for its inno-
vative efforts in native plant restoration 
and invasive species management.
     “We’re also seeing plants we plant-
ed start to set flower and seed. And 
so we’re collecting seeds from those 
plants that we planted in our resto-
ration area which is incredible for 
only two years of work,” said Jessica 
Kirkpatrick, CMS’ natural resource 
specialist. “It is an honor for our team 
to receive this recognition.”
     This is the third Pūalu award 
UH-Hilo has received for its steward-
ship of Maunakea.

StorieS from maunakea
By Leilehua Yuen

     Waiʻau is the guardian of the lake 
which bears her name. She provides 
the swirling waters in which Poliʻahu 
and the other sisters bathe. She refresh-
es their hue wai, their drinking gourd,
with sweet water which she can fetch 
by using her bird form to fly from 
place to place. At times, she is expan-
sive and overflowing. At other times 
she retreats. At yet other times she and
Poliʻahu create a layer of ice or snow 
over the water.
     Lilinoe, she of the fine mist, loves 
to wander across the landscape. She 
also is associated with Haleakalā, dead 
fires, and of desolation. She dresses 
Poliʻahu’s hair so that it is soft and 
fine, and floats like a cloud about her. 
She moves silently across the land, re-
vealing and concealing the landscape. 
She protects her sisters in this
concealment, only revealing them to 
others if they wish. 
     Are we seeing and learning about 
the mountain when we see these sis-
ters? Does she reveal to us the knowl-
edge these elementals embody? Does 
she conceal what we are not yet wise 
enough to learn? There are stories of 
the forest weeping when their flowers 
are torn from them by uncaring hands.
     But the same stories reveal clues 

of how to harvest so that the forest is 
honored. When they are heeded, the 
forest thrives. 
     Lilinoe often travels down mountain 
slope to visit her sister, Kalauʻākōlea. 
This sister Poliʻahu is a musician and 
chanter. The birds sing in chorus to 
her upon awakening, and again before 
they go to sleep. But she continues her 
melody. 
     Listen to the quiet of the forest, and 
you will hear her voice in the gentle 
tune of the breeze in the trees, in the 
soft chirping of the Hawaiian crickets, 
and in the flutter of tiny wings. Hear 
her music in the drip of sweet water as 
Lilinoe dampens the trees. The water 
collects on the leaves and bark, seeps 
into the mosses, and eventually makes 
its way to the fragrant humus which 
gives life to the forest. 
     Kalauʻākōlea and her many kinolau 
— the kōlea bird, ʻākōlea fern, kōlea 
tree, kāhuli snails, and the moisture 
trapped in the humus, mosses, and 
lichens of the rain forest — all are re-
freshed when Lilinoe comes to visit. It 
is a time of quiet reflection and gentle 
affection. But when Kahoupoakāne 
comes to visit, then they indulge in 
revelry, for the wild winter storms are 
hers!

Lake Wai’au Photo by Miranda Taylor

Photo of  Gov. David Ige, Jessica Kirkpatrick, 
Greg Chun and Nahua Guilloz. Courtesy of 
UH Hilo.
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Photo of Issac Lowry, Matt Web, and Karley 
Webb. Courtesy of Matt Webb.

Youth Cycle from Sea 
to Summit

     At 5am on June 8, a party of 3 
cycled 62.9 miles from Kona to the 
summit of Maunakea to complete the 
most extreme cycling climb in the 
world. The riders were Matt Webb, 
Karley Webb and Isaac Lowry. Both 
Karley and Issac are fifteen years old 
and a part of the Maybird Youth Cy-
cling Club. 
     Maybird is a youth development cy-
cling club in Utah and in the past five 
years has grown to hundreds of youth 
who ride together 2 to 3 times a week. 
These two 15 year olds have been a 
part of the cycling group for more than 
2 years.
     When asked about how they decid-
ed to cycle to the summit Matt Web, 
the adult who accompanied Issac and 
Karley said, “How our families came 
to the big island was because four of 
the other riders did the Ironman and 
when we heard about this amazing 
sea to summit ride we couldn’t resist 
trying.” Kelsey did excellent cycling 
within three miles of the summit. Isaac 
led the team to the summit and finished 
from the orchid resort starting at 5am 
beating his goal of 12 hours by just a 
few minutes. 
     There is no telling what heights 
these kids will reach in the future!    

By  Keith Kefford & Miranda Taylor

JSWT Mirrors Aligned for an 
Improved Look into Space

By Miranda Taylor

Photo of James Webb Telesoope Mirrors Courtesy of NASA/STScI
     The James Webb Space Telescope 
(JWST or Webb) launched in Decem-
ber 2021 and is finalizing preparations 
to start observing the universe. The 
new observatory’s first year of work 
includes collaborating with the Event 
Horizon Telescope (EHT), the global 
array of observatories that published 
the first-ever photo of a black hole in 
April 2019 as well as the photo of the 
black hole at the center of the Milky 
Way in May 2022.
     JWST brings several strengths to 
the collaboration. Orbiting a point 
nearly 1 million miles (1.5 million 
kilometers) from Earth, there is no 
cloudy weather to interfere with obser-
vations. The distant vantage point, in 

addition to the observatory’s massive 
sunshield, keep its instruments cold 
enough to study infrared light. Webb 
boasts two instruments that can simul-
taneously gather data in two different 
types of infrared light.
     After completing two additional 
mirror alignment steps in March 2022, 
the team confirmed the James Webb 
Space Telescope’s optical performance 
will be able to meet or exceed the 
science goals the observatory was built 
to achieve. 
     Now, we’re counting down to the 
release of the Webb Telescope’s first 
full-color images and spectroscopic 
data during a broadcast beginning at 
10:30 a.m. EDT on Tuesday, July 12.




