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Aloha Kakou,
     It is an honor to be writing to you 
all on this first edition of the Maunakea 
Visitor Information Station’s new 
Newsletter. The purpose of the News-
letter will be to inform the public of 
events taking place at the VIS, news 
related to the mountain, articles to 
cover cultural significance of the 
mountain, the delicate ecosystems that 
live here, and the astronomy work that 
takes place. 
     We reopened to the public in July of 
last year and through COVID restric-
tions we slowly brought the VIS back 
to full operation. We have a new staff 
who is rapidly taking in the roles of 
Interpretive Guides to assist the public 
with safety information, cultural in-
formation and any other question they 
may have about the area. 
     Some of our most popular pro-
grams, such as the Stargazing nights 

and the Kamaaina Observatory Experi-
ence (KOE) are still not being offered. 
However, we are currently working on 
reinstating those programs soon. We 
expect that in the near future we will 
have them in operation again. Before 
we get those programs up and running, 
we will be looking to start our volun-
teer program, so if you are interested 
in volunteering at the VIS, keep an eye 
out on our newsletter and social media 
pages. 
     The VIS itself is going through 
some major renovations. We will be 
creating a whole new display area in 
collaboration with Imiloa, we have 
new merchandise and we are also get-
ting ready to install an outdoor exhibit 
on the patio. On sunny days we bring 
out our solar telescope and connect it 
to a large monitor TV so people can 
look live at the sun. 
     This month a new image of the 

Black Hole in the center of the Milky 
Way was released. Some of the tele-
scopes on Maunakea are part of the 
Event Horizon team that produced that 
image. You can read more about it on 
this first edition of our Newsletter. We 
also have a wonderful contribution by 
Kumu Leilehua Yuen on the Elemen-
tals of the Mountain. Her contribution 
will be included as an audio recording 
accessible through a QR code embed-
ded in one of the new posters that will 
be part of the Patio Exhibit, and we 
will be including sections of her work 
in the upcoming newsletters as well. 
     I look forward to upcoming chal-
lenging but very exciting times at the 
VIS. Please come and visit, enjoy the 
sunset and the wonderful night skies. 

A hui hou,
Rodrigo Romo

Maunakea VIS Manager 
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Meet the 
Maunakea Staff

By Miranda Taylor
     Russell Pagala has worked at the 
Visitor Information Station (VIS) since 
Feb. 2021. Born and raised in Pahoa, 
Hawaiʻi, his experience and knowledge 
of computer science have been pivitol 
to the success of the First Light Book-
store. When not giving information as 
a VIS Lead, Russell enjoys spending 
time with his family, vinyl wrapping 
and detailing cars. 
     When asked about his favorite part 
of working on Maunakea he said, “get-
ting to meet people who are excited to 
be here and who want to learn about 
the mountain is a rewarding experi-
ence.”
     The story of Poliʻahu and Pele is his 
favorite myth of the mountain. “There 
is meaning behind the story rooted in 
the geological history of Maunakea. 
The adz quarry of ice-glacier basalt 
was formed when glaciers quickly 
cooled the escaping lava thousands 
of years ago. The elemental battle 
between the two sisters reflects this, 
which is awesome.”
     Russell is especially excited to 
welcome a new member to his family 
in July. He and his wife are expecting 
and celebrating the addition of a son to 
their ohana. 

StorieS from maunakea
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By Leilehua Yuen
     Aloha mai kākou, ʻO Leilehua Yuen 
koʻu inoa. He mai, e komo mai. . . i kū 
ā hele mai i ka ʻāina, he noho, he leo, 
he kaʻao, nou ka moʻolelo. Greetings 
to us all. My name is Leilehua Yuen. 

Come, stop a moment, here is a seat, a 
voice, a story, and a tale.
     On Maunakea, we like to tell the 
stories, the kaʻao and the moʻolelo, 
of the akua Poliʻahu, and her sisters. 
These stories are not told simply for 
amusement. When we look within 
them, we find a deep understanding of 
the hydrologic systems, the precipita-
tion patterns, the aquifer, and the wa-
terways of our mountain, and indeed, 
our island. Many of these stories can 
be found in the Hawaiian language 
newspapers which were written during 
the times of my grandparents and great 
grandparents.
The Birth of the Islands
     Long, long ago, when the world was 
new, Wākea, the Sky Father looked 
down and saw the beauty of Papa, 
the Earth Mother. Her ocean garment 
flowed about her body, moving grace-
fully, and the bioluminescence glim-
mered like the stars above in Wākea’s 
kīhei of night. 
     From this love was born mountains 
which rose high above Papa’s waves, 
reaching up, touching the face of their 
father. He placed beautiful lei of clouds 
on their heads, and Papa placed beauti-
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ful lei of sea foam on their necks. 
     Over time, other children were born 
to Papa and Wākea. Coral children, fish 
children, and seaweed children were 
born. Grass children, tree children, and 

bird children were born. Four legged 
children that crept and ran across the 
ground were born. At last, two legged 
children were born to live on the great 
sea mountains and tell their stories.
     Nā poʻe kahiko, ‘ōlelo lākou ua 
hānau maoli mai no keia pae ʻāina, 
na Wākea lāua o Papa, e like me ka 
hānau keiki ana. The people of ancient 
times said that the birth of the Hawai-
ian archipelago was from the joining 
of Wākea and Papa, the same way 
children are born.

O hānau ka mauna a Kea
‘Opuʻu aʻe ka mauna a Kea

‘O Wākea ke kane 
‘O Papawalinu’u ka wahine
Hānau Hoʻohoku he wahine

Hānau Hāloa he aliʻ i
Hānau ka mauna

He keiki mauna na Kea
Born is the mountain for Kea

Budded is the mountain for Kea
Wākea the male

Papawalinuʻu the female
Born Hoʻ ohoku, a female

Born Hāloa, highborn
Born the mountain

A mountain child for Kea.

...Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2...
Akua of Maunakea
     The most famous of the akua of 
Maunakea is probably Poli’ahu, the 
beautiful elemental who makes the 
summit her home. But, she has sisters 
who are equally important.     

Poliʻahu
  O Poliʻahu Au

Noho au i ka wao akua
ʻAuʻau au i ka wai au, ka wai ola o 

Waiau
E kahi ka lauoho na ka lima maiau o 

Lilinoe
ʻAʻahu au i ke kapa maʻemaʻe o Ka-

houpokane
E maliu au i ke kani o Kalauakolea 

noho i ka wao lāʻau
Noho au mawaena nā kaikaina

I am Poliʻahu
I dwell in the realm of elementals

I bathe in the swirling waters, the wa-
ters of life of Waiau

Hair combed by the skillful hands of 
Lilinoe

Clothed in the pure garments of Ka-
houpoakane

I listen to the gentle music of Kalaua-
kolea who dwells in the forested realm

I dwell between these, my sisters
     Poliʻahu, whose name means 
“cloaked bosom,” dwells at the summit 

 Poliʻahu Cinder Cone, Photo by Keith Kefford

of Maunakea. As the chill akua identi-
fied with snow, she is the antithesis of 
her fiery arch-rival, Pele. Her kinolau 
include water in all of its solid states.
     It is Poliʻahu who spreads her beau-
tiful white kapa across the summit of 
Maunakea in the winter, and adorns the 

mountain with her pink and gold cloak 
in the summer.
     She is the akua of Maunakea’s 
snow, ice, and cold. The summit of 
Maunaloa also is hers, and legends tell 
of her visits to lower elevations, and 
even to other islands. Perhaps they are 
reminiscences of a colder era, when 
the snow reached down farther, even 
touching the lower islands.
     Many men have pursued her, but 
she always ends up alone. Perhaps this 
is a warning that the summit is not 
a place where humans are meant to 
remain.
      One story of Poliʻahu tells of her 
battle with Pele, the akua who reveals 
herself in the action of magma and lava 
in and on the land. 

E Pele e Pele kaʻukaʻulī ana
E Pele e Pele huaʻina huaʻina

E Pele e Peleʻoni luna ʻoni luna
E Pele e Pele ʻoni lalo ʻoni lalo
E Pele e Pele aʻo kuli peʻe nui

Haʻina ka inoa no Pele la ea
Eala eala ea, a i e a

He inoa no Pele
O Pele, o Pele, moving along
O Pele, o Pele, bursting forth

O Pele, o Pele, moving upward
O Pele, o Pele, moving downward

O Pele, o Pele, creeping, silent, hidden
In the name of Pele

     Pele, at one time, even tried to push 
Poliʻahu off the summit of Maunakea, 
erupting forth to melt the snows and 
ice cloaking the great mountain. But 
Poliʻahu threw her frozen garment 
back over her lands, chilling the mag-
ma, and stopping it. Over and over 
again they battled until layers of basalt, 
hard as iron and sharp as glass, were 
formed.

E Poliʻahu e, 
nui loa ke anu
a mānoanoa 

no hoi ke ku ana 
o ke ahu o ko poli 

hau malaila
Eala eala ea, a i e a
He inoa no Poliʻahu

O Poliʻahu, 
immensely cold

benumbing, indifferent
indeed standing

with the garment of your bosom
where the cold is

In the name of Poliʻahu
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Image of the Supermassive Black Hole at 
the Heart of our Galaxy Captured

By Miranda Taylor
     On May 12, 2022, an image of the 
heart of our Milky Way galaxy was 
revealed at a press conference in Wash-
ington D.C. by the U.S. National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF) with the Event 
Horizon Telescope (EHT) Collabora-
tion. The observations of the supermas-
sive black hole known as Sagittarius A 
(Sgr A, pronounced “sadge-ay-star”) 
have astronomically contributed to un-
derstanding what occurs at and around 
the center of our galaxy.
     According to the EHT News Re-
lease, “[a]lthough we cannot see the 
black hole itself, because it is com-
pletely dark, glowing gas around it re-
veals a telltale signature: a dark central 
region (called a “shadow”) surrounded 
by a bright ring-like structure. The new 
view captures light bent by the power-
ful gravity of the black hole, which is 
four million times more massive than 
our Sun.” 

Sagittarius A (Sgr A), Photo Courtesy of Event Horizon Telescope Collaboration

Telescopes around the world collaborated to form one massive telescope array. 
Photo Courtesy of Event Horizon Telescope, Composite by K. Johnson

     To capture the image, 8 powerful ra-
dio observatories from across the globe 
were linked to form an “Earth-sized” 
virtual telescope. The Submillimeter 
Array (SMA) and the James Clerk 
Maxwell Telescope (JCMT), located 
near the summit of Maunakea, were 
involved in this collaboration. 
     “This image is a testament to what 
we can accomplish, when as a glob-
al research community, we bring our 
brightest minds together to make the 
seemingly impossible, possible. Lan-
guage, continents and even the galaxy 
can’t stand in the way of what human-
ity can accomplish when we come 
together for the greater good of all,” 
said NSF Director Sethuraman Pan-
chanathan.
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