
 
Minutes   

Regular Meeting  

Maunakea Management Board   

June 2, 2026 

Meeting In-Person and Remotely by Zoom  

Attending:   
 
MKMB Members: 
Present In Person:​ ​ Gregory Chun, Andy Adamson 

 
 Present Remotely by Zoom:​ Chair Roberta Chu, 2nd Vice Chair Julie Leialoha, Dr. 

Billy Bergin 

Kahu Kū Mauna:​ ​ Excused 

UH: ​ (CMS) Gregory Chun PhD, Nahua Guilloz, 
Rodrigo Romo, Sarah Clark​ ​
(UHH) Bonnie Irwin 
(OGC) Erika Strawn 
(BOR) Michael Miyahira 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, 2026. In accordance with 
Sunshine Law, remote attendees confirmed their locations and noted any individuals present with 
them (there were none).   

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There was no written or oral testimony presented. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Board reviewed the minutes of the May 5, 2026 meeting. A motion was made by Dr. Billy 
Bergin to approve the minutes as submitted, and seconded by Andy Adamson. The motion 
passed unanimously. 



IV. KAHU KU MAUNA REPORT 

Greg Chun reported on the Kahu Kū Mauna (KKM) retreat held on May 15-16 at Halepōhaku: 

A.​ G. Chun reported that the presentations given by Kaleo Pilago, Justin Yeh, and DuWayne 
Waipa included updates on education and outreach activities, natural resource activities, 
and discussions regarding visitor interactions. 

B.​ KKM expressed interest in the proposed educational trail and greenhouse project that 
connects the visitor information station with Halepōhaku facilities. 

C.​ A site visit to Keck Observatory was conducted, and cultural sites were explored, 
including an archaeological site used by Kupuna for night sky observations. 

D.​ KKM found the retreat rewarding and fulfilling, looking forward to future engagements. 

V. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

ED Chun reported on the following:​
 

A.​ Maunakea Stewardship and Oversight Authority (MKSOA) Transition 
a.​ Legislative Update 

i.​ G. Chun reviewed the status of HB2592, noting it has been signed into law 
as Act 53 which: 

1.​ Extends the transition date to December 1, 2029. 
2.​ Adds two reversion dates: 

a.​ June 30, 2028: Adopt Management Plan; Operational by 
December 1, 2029. 

b.​ December 31, 2029: Submit Administrative Rules to the 
Governor. 

3.​ Authorizes that existing UH plans and rules remain in effect until 
replaced; Act 53 is silent on CDUPs. 

4.​ Title to the Mauna Kea lands remains with the State; the Board of 
Land and Natural Resources retains the leased-fee interest or fee 
interest. 

5.​ MKSOA granted authority to extend existing leases for 10 years 
prior to the new transition date with Chapter 343 exemption (EIS). 

ii.​ Clarifications on the management plan and administrative rules were 
discussed, including the authority to extend existing leases for up to 10 
years with a Chapter 343 exemption. 

b.​ Financial Stabilization Plan (OSTP):  
i.​ G. Chun reviewed the OSTP with the Board.  It is made up of two parts, 

the Operational Services Budget and Additional Services Budget. 
ii.​ Operational Services Budget: $2,009,000 



●​ Ongoing implementation, management, and compliance with UH’s 
Master Plan. 

●​ Assisting MKSOA with integration planning and implementation. 
●​ MKSOA facility use at Halepōhaku. 

iii.​ Additional Services Budget: $2,525,000 
●​ Development of conservation and education programs. 
●​ Supplemental Ranger Program. 
●​ Replacement of heavy equipment and deferred maintenance. 

iv.​ Total Budget: $4,534,000 
c.​ Long-Term Transition Working Group (LTTWG) Plan Update 

i.​ Management Plan draft due to the MKSOA Board in October 2026. 
ii.​ Long-Term Transition Working Group (Asset/Liability transfers): 

Temporarily paused pending legislative outcomes; third draft of plan due 
this week. 

d.​ MKSOA Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Update 
i.​ EIS (New Leases): RFP being prepared. 

B.​ UH Master Plan Amendment Update 
a.​ Purpose: Align UH Master Plan with Act 255 to prioritize the reuse of 

decommissioned astronomy sites for future astronomy uses. 
b.​ Initial draft of amendments under review; consultation plan includes CMS 

advisory committees, staff, MKOs, and community groups. 
C.​ Regent Update 

a.​ Mr. Makai Freitas is expected to be appointed as BOR representative for West 
Hawaiʻi, replacing Regent Wayne Higaki. 

b.​ Mr. Freitas' term on the BOR is effective July 1, 2026 and  expires June 30, 
2031;however he still needs to be confirmed by the Senate. 

c.​ Mr. Freitas also serves as a current DHHLWest Hawaii Commissioner and 
Democratic Party Chair. 

VI. AGENDA ITEMS 

A.​ UST Site Plan Application (Information Only) - Rodrigo Romo 
a.​ R. Romo provided an overview of the Underground Storage Tank (UST) Site Plan 

Application, emphasizing the necessity of the project due to the aging 
underground tanks. 

b.​ He noted that the Environmental Assessment (EA) process is complete, and the 
site plan application will be submitted to the Office of Conservation and Coastal 
Lands (OCCL) soon, with a review period of 30 days. 

c.​ Upon approval, construction must begin within one year and be completed within 
three years. The project aims for contractor selection by the end of this year, with 
construction expected to start in early 2027 and completion by July 15, 2028. 



d.​ Funding for the project is ensured  through the cost-sharing agreement with the 
Maunakea Stewardship and Oversight Authority (MKSOA). 

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion to enter executive session to consult with the Board’s attorney on questions and issues 
pertaining to the Board’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities pursuant to HRS 
§92-5(a)(4), regarding the Board’s decision-making process in its joint-management role with 
MKSOA, was made by Greg Chun and seconded by Dr. Billy Bergin.  The motion passed 
unanimously, and at 5:47 p.m. the Board moved into an executive session. The session concluded 
at 6:39 p.m., and the public meeting reconvened at 6:42 p.m.  Greg Chun reported that the board 
and its attorney discussed joint management issues with MKSOA, and that no decisions were 
made and no votes were taken during the executive session. 

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next MKMB public meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 7, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Roberta Chu at 6:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,​
Sarah Clark​

June 3, 2026 
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