
 
Minutes   

Regular Meeting  

Maunakea Management Board   

October 7, 2025 

Meeting In-Person and Remotely by Zoom  

Attending:   
 
MKMB Members: 
Present In Person:​ ​ Gregory Chun, Andy Adamson 

 
 Present Remotely by Zoom:​ 2nd Vice Chair Julie Leialoha, Dr. Billy Bergin 

Kahu Kū Mauna:​ ​ Excused 

UH: ​ (UHH) Bonnie Irwin​
(CMS) Gregory Chun PhD, Nahua Guilloz, Sarah 
Clark, Rodrigo Romo 
(OGC) Gary Takeuchi 
(BOR) Michael Miyahira, Wayne Higaki 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (SRGII) Andrew Hood, Kristin Duin 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by 2nd Vice Chair Julie Leialoha at 5:20 p.m.. A quorum was 
confirmed. In accordance with Sunshine Law, remote attendees confirmed their locations and 
noted any individuals present with them (there were none).   

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public testimony was presented. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The board reviewed the minutes from the September 2, 2025 meeting. A motion was made by 
Greg Chun to approve the minutes as circulated.  The motion was seconded by Andy Adamson 
and passed unanimously. 



VI. AGENDA ITEMS 

ED Chun requested that we begin with the agenda items before proceeding with his Kahu Kū 
Mauna Report, and Executive Director’s Report.   

A.​ EA Underground Storage Unit (Information Only) - Andrew Hood, SRGII 
a.​ Presented on the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for fuel tank removal and 

upgrades at Halepōhaku. The draft EA, required due to conservation land status, 
has found no significant impacts.  

b.​ Key changes include replacing underground tanks with safer above-ground tanks, 
reducing overall fuel storage, and eliminating buried fuel lines.  

c.​ A Ka Paʻakai analysis was also conducted, consulting cultural practitioners. Kahu 
Kū Mauna members requested confirmation that specific individuals known to 
conduct ceremonies were included.  

d.​ Next steps include internal review, agency consultation, and public comment. 

IV. KAHU KU MAUNA REPORT 

Greg Chun reported that Kahu Kū Mauna (KKM) met on Thursday, October 2, 2025. 

A.​ Halepōhaku Underground Storage Unit Project:​
Andrew Hood presented the draft EA to KKM on October 2, and it is currently under 
review by KKM, the Environment Committee (EC), and the Maunakea Stewardship and 
Oversight Authority (MKSOA). Formal actions from each group are anticipated next 
month. 

B.​ G. Chun noted that discussions continue with MKSOA regarding the future role of KKM 
within MKSOA’s governance structure. This question has been of ongoing concern to 
KKM since the passage of Act 255 and has also been discussed previously with the 
Maunakea Management Board (MKMB) and the EC.  

a.​ As MKSOA begins development of its management plan, there is recognition of 
the importance of maintaining advisory groups to provide input and review, 
particularly from those with long-standing experience in Maunakea management. 

V. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

ED Chun reported on the following: 

A.​ CMS Briefing with SSFM (MKSOA Planning Consultant):​
On September 24, 2025, CMS provided a briefing to SSFM covering the Maunakea 
management architecture and a site visit. Discussions focused on clarifying governance 
roles and responsibilities among MKSOA, CMS, and other managing entities, as well as 
operational observations from on-site assessments. 



B.​ MKO Fall Meeting:​
On September 26, 2025, The Maunakea Observatories (MKO) held their Fall Meeting, 
which included updates from all observatories on operations, strategic priorities, technical 
issues, and recent scientific work. Rodrigo Romo and Nahua Guilloz presented an 
operational update, and R. Romo also shared the FY25 year-end financial report for 
Maunakea Shared Services (MKSS).​
In a directors-only session, participants, including John DeFries from MKSOA, discussed 
the timeline for negotiating new leases and the need to advance this process alongside the 
development of MKSOA’s management plan. Doug Simons provided insight into the 
complexities of lease negotiations involving federal and international partners.​
At the request of observatory representatives, R. Romo also presented a preliminary 
analysis of potential future MKSS costs to help inform discussions about future lease 
structures.  

C.​ Board of Regents Maunakea Permitted Interaction Group (MIG):​
The first meeting on September 29, 2025, reviewed management structure materials and 
legislative proposals being considered by MKSOA. Topics included conservation district 
jurisdiction, MKSOA’s property interests, lease and CDUP transfers, and the adoption of 
UH’s existing management plans and administrative rules. The next step is for the MIG 
to engage with the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). 

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A motion to enter executive session to consult with the Board’s attorneys on questions and issues 
pertaining to the Board’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities pursuant to HRS 
§92-5(a)(4), regarding the Board’s decision-making process in its joint-management role with 
MKSOA, was made by Greg Chun and seconded by Andy Adamson.  The motion passed 
unanimously, and at 6:06 p.m. the Board moved into an executive session. The session concluded 
at 6:35 p.m., and the public meeting reconvened at 6:44 p.m.  Greg Chun reported that the board 
and its attorney discussed joint management issues with MKSOA, and that no decisions were 
made and no votes were taken during the executive session. 

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Member Diana Van DeCar has resigned from the MKMB effective immediately. CMS is seeking 
candidates to fill one or two vacancies on the board and welcomes recommendations.​
The next MKMB public meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by 2nd Chair Julie Leialoha at 6:46 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,​
Sarah Clark​

October 8, 2025 
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