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Judge rejects Trump administration 
bid to block Hawaii climate lawsuit

A federal judge on Wednesday 
dismissed a Trump administration 
lawsuit seeking to stop Hawaii 
from suing fossil fuel compa-
nies in state court over climate 
change, citing a “longstanding” 
policy against federal interven-
tion in state court processes.

The dismissal by U.S. District 
Judge Helen Gillmor in Honolulu 
marks the second time in 2026 that 
federal courts have blocked the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s efforts 
to head off climate change suits 
in state courts. A different federal 

judge in January 
threw out a similar 
suit that sought to 
block the state of 
Michigan from suing 
major oil companies.

Neither the 
Justice Department 

nor the Hawaii Attorney General’s 
office immediately provid-
ed comment Wednesday.

The Justice Department sued 
both Hawaii and Michigan in 
April of 2025, seeking to stop 
them from filing planned law-
suits against major oil companies 
over climate change, cases the 
administration said would imperil 

domestic energy production.
A day after that suit was filed, 

Hawaii sued various fossil fuel 
companies including BP, Chevron, 
ExxonMobil and Shell for alleged-
ly selling products the companies 
knew would warm the planet.

Gillmor ruled that the Justice 
Department lacked stand-
ing to sue Hawaii because its 
case was too speculative. The 
Justice Department’s “attempt 
to predict the outcome of a yet-
to-be-filed lawsuit and how it 
could possibly injure the feder-
al government in the future is 
not a concrete injury-in-fact,” 
Gillmor wrote in her opinion.

By KAREN SLOAN 
Reuters

army chief arrived in Tehran 
on Wednesday to try to pre-
vent a renewal of the conflict.

“We feel good about the pros-
pects of a deal,” White House 
press secretary Karoline Leavitt 
said at a news conference, call-
ing conversations mediated by 
Pakistan “productive and ongo-
ing.” She denied reports that the 
U.S. had formally requested an 
extension of a two-week ceasefire 
agreed by the two sides on April 8.

More in-person talks had 
not yet been confirmed but 
would likely take place in 
Pakistan again, Leavitt said.

Pakistan’s military confirmed 
Field Marshal Asim Munir had 
arrived in Tehran. A senior Iranian 
source told Reuters that Munir, 
who had mediated the last round 
of talks, would seek “to narrow 
gaps” between the two sides.

Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araqchi posted on X welcom-
ing Munir and said Iran was 
committed to “promoting peace 
and stability in the region.”

The talks last weekend broke 
down without an agreement to 
end the war, which Trump began 
alongside Israel on February 28, 
triggering Iranian attacks on Iran’s 
Gulf neighbours and reigniting a 
conflict between Israel and Iran-
backed Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent, speaking alongside 
Leavitt, predicted that China’s 
purchase of Iranian oil would 
“pause” given the U.S. blockade 
on vessels calling at Iranian ports. 
He said the U.S. could impose 
secondary sanctions on countries 
that purchase Iranian crude.

The U.S. Treasury had warned 
two Chinese banks not to process 
Iranian money or face sanctions, 
he said, without naming the banks. 
China previously bought more 
than 80% of Iran’s shipped oil.

“The Iranians should know 
that this is going to be the finan-
cial equivalent of what we saw 
in the kinetic activities,” Bessent 
said, referring to the U.S. and 
Israeli campaign of airstrikes 
that killed a number of Iranian 
leaders and damaged its defen-
sive capacities and navy.

He also said the U.S. would 
not renew waivers that allowed 
the purchase of some Russian and 
Iranian oil without facing U.S. 
sanctions. The moves signal an 
end to the Trump administration’s 

efforts to use the waivers to free 
up more oil supplies and lower 
soaring global energy prices.

The war has led Iran to effec-
tively shut the Strait of Hormuz 
— a vital artery for global crude 
and gas shipments — to ships 
other than its own, sharply reduc-
ing exports from the Gulf and 
leaving energy importers scram-
bling for alternative supplies.

Iran could consider allowing 
ships to sail freely through the 
Omani side of the strait without 
risk of attack as part of proposals it 
has offered in negotiations with the 
U.S., providing a deal is clinched 
to prevent renewed conflict, a 
source briefed by Tehran said.

Finance ministers from almost 
a dozen countries led by Britain 
called on the U.S., Israel and Iran 
to implement their ceasefire in full 
and said the conflict would weigh 
on the global economy and mar-
kets even if it was resolved soon.

During the first 48 hours 
of the U.S. blockade on ships 
entering and exiting Iranian 
ports, no vessels have made it 
past U.S. forces, the U.S. mil-
itary said. Additionally, nine 
vessels complied with direc-
tion from U.S. forces to turn 
around and return toward an 
Iranian port or coastal area.

However, Iran’s Fars News 
agency said an Iranian super-
tanker subject to U.S. sanc-
tions crossed the strait towards 
Iran’s Imam Khomeini port 
despite the blockade. Fars did 
not identify the tanker or give 
further details of its voyage.

Iran’s joint military command 
warned it would halt trade flows 

in the Gulf, the Sea of Oman 
and the Red Sea — which con-
nects to the Suez Canal — if 
the U.S. blockade continued.

Trump has also threatened to 
escalate if the war resumes.

“We could take out every one of 
their bridges in one hour. We could 
take out every one of their power 
plants, electric power plants, in 
one hour. We don’t want to do that 
… so we’ll see what happens,” 
he told Fox Business Network.

Iran’s nuclear ambitions were 
a key sticking point at last week-
end’s talks. The U.S. proposed a 
20-year suspension of all nuclear 
activity by Iran — an apparent 
concession from longstanding 
demands for a permanent ban — 
while Tehran suggested a halt of 
three to five years, according to 
people familiar with the proposals.

Washington has also pressed for 
any enriched nuclear material to be 
removed from Iran, while Tehran 
has demanded that international 
sanctions against it be lifted.

One source involved in the talks 
said back-channel discussions had 
made progress in narrowing gaps, 
bringing the two sides closer to a 
deal that could be presented at a 
new round of talks. Further com-
plicating peace efforts, Israel has 
continued to attack Lebanon as it 
targets Iran-backed Hezbollah.

Israel and the U.S. say that 
campaign is not covered by the 
ceasefire, while Iran insists it is.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said in a 
video statement on Wednesday 
evening that Israel was “pre-
pared for any scenario” when 
it comes to the war with Iran.
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Three Hawaii County 
finalists considered for 
UH Board of Regents

Gov. Josh Green is considering three can-
didates for appointment to the University 
of Hawaii Board of Regents to fill one of 
two seats representing Hawaii Island.

The candidates were selected by the 
board’s Candidate Advisory Council, accord-
ing to a UH press release. Whichever one 
is chosen by the governor will be subject 
to confirmation by the state Senate.

“The Candidate Advisory Council mem-
bers extend their sincere appreciation to all 
the individuals who took the time to apply 
to serve as a University of Hawaii Regent,” 
CAC Chair Brigitte Yoshino said in the press 
release. “While the selection was difficult 
due to the quality of the candidates, we are 
pleased to submit these names for consider-
ation to the governor and the state Senate.”

The three finalists are:
— Chad Cabral: Born and raised on Hawaii 

Island, Cabral is a graduate of both Hawaii 
Community College and UH Hilo. He also 
holds a master’s in higher education admin-
istration and has over 20 years of experience 
working in the nonprofit sector throughout 
Hawaii County in various capacities. He is 
currently the chief executive officer for the 
Boys and Girls Club of the Big Island.

— Makai Freitas: Currently serving as 
a Hawaiian Homes commissioner for West 
Hawaii, Freitas has a background in labor 
with 20 years of experience in union orga-
nizing and representation. He has worked on 
docks around the state as a longshoreman 
and has been elected to leadership positions 
within the Longshore and Warehouse Union.

— Wendy Laros: As the president and CEO 
of the Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce, 
Laros oversees the representation of 460 
businesses. She is a graduate of both UH 
Hilo and Manoa and currently serves on the 
Hawaii County Community College Advisory 
Council as well as the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo Community Advisory Board.

The confirmed candidate will join the 
11 member board, which is made up of 
five volunteer representatives from the City 
and County of Honolulu, two each from 
Hawaii and Maui County, one from Kauai 
County and a student board member.

Their appointment will begin July 
1, 2026, for a five-year term.

By Tribune-Herald staff

Citizens arrested and charged

Contempt of court typically means failing to 
comply with a judge’s order, such as paying a fine 
or appearing at a court proceeding. Failure to 
appear means not showing up in court on the date 
written on a traffic citation.

Big Island police arrested and charged the 
following individuals:

● Pohaku Baldwin Veriato, 47, of 
Ocean View with contempt of court.

● Jason Sean Macadam, 59, of Keaau 
with TRO violation by harassment.

● Ronald Simon Pino, 31, of 
Pahoa with theft of mail.

● Brian Binh Nguyen, 33, 
of Hilo with assault.

● Donald Birch, 42, of Schenectady, 
N.Y., with disorderly conduct.

● Gregory Alan Mullady, 
51, of Hilo with theft.

● Patricia Michelle Bernosky, 
43, of Hilo with trespassing.

● Travis Keala Kelly Afong, 
47, of Hilo with assault.

● Patrick F. Epstein, 61, of 
Kurtistown with contempt of court.

● Austin Ward-DeMotta, 22, of Keaau with 
burglary, unauthorized entry to a dwelling, 
theft and methamphetamine possession.

● Christian Chung Hong Lee, 52, of 
Pahoa with two counts of failure to appear.

● Jadelyn D. Aiona, 27, of Keaau 
with unauthorized entry to a dwelling.

● Tyson Maka-Koa Oluolu 
Kulanakauhalemakapu Cabral-Angel, 
27, of Keaau with burglary, terroris-
tic threatening and property damage.

● Andrew Salvador Martinez, 
42, of Hilo with theft.

● Robert James Abong, 68, of 
Pepeekeo with contempt of court.

● Alohalani Kaluna, 21, of 
Ocean View with auto theft.

● Franny Adward, 37, of Ocean 
View with theft, unauthorized entry 
to a motor vehicle, plus methamphet-
amine and marijuana possession.

● Roland John Ramo Javar, 44, of Kailua-
Kona with violating a protective order.

● Roman Bogatyrov, 51, of 
Holualoa with failure to appear.

● Daniel Lee Brooks, 33, of Keaau 
with two probation violations.

● Louis Charles Rehwinkel, 
63, of Hilo with assault.

● Roseolani E. Pimento-Roberts, 50, of 
Keaau with assault and property damage.

Big Island
Report

Reuters

Israeli soldiers stand on top of a tank on Wedbesday in northern Israel, near the Israel-Lebanon border.

Reuters

A woman reacts during a funeral on Wednesday in Tyre, Lebanon.

GILLMOR


