
This course is an introduction to Sociological Theory that will review the work of 
some of the best known Sociological theorists, beginning with some of the 
classical works of the "Big Three" in Sociological theory: Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx 
and Max Weber.  We will then look at the classical work in Sociological Social 
Psychology by G.H. Mead.   

A key item we consider is both the content and process of Sociological Theory.  
Each of the works we examine will reveal the author's thoughts about their selected 
topic, but they also reveal something about the process by which theory gets 
created and evaluated. With this perspective, you will gain a better understanding 
of how society works and functions. 

Pre reqs: SOC100 or instructor’s approval 
Credits: 3 
Required course for Sociology majors 
	       

SOC390 (WI)        

SOCIAL THEORY 
Fall 2026 Tues/Thurs 
12:30-1:45PM       	 	    

About the instructor: Dr. Alton Okinaka is an 
Associate Professor in the Sociology 
Department who has examined and taught 
social theory from a variety of perspectives, 
including those derived from and by scholars 
from Hawai’i.  

Please contact Dr. Okinaka at alton@hawaii.edu 
if you have any questions about this course!
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