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Partnerships and Innovation Directorate, Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

Letter of Research Interest (LOI) 

Title: Collaborative Cambodian Completion Initiative 

The Partnerships and Innovation Directorate, Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
is interested in a collaborative archaeological orientation and integration program that vets, 
familiarizes, and involves Cambodian archaeologists in DPAA’s fullest possible accounting 
mission in Cambodia. This effort will identify and develop collaborative U.S./Cambodia 
capabilities relating to the pursuit and resolution of unresolved casualty cases, battles, and other 
conflict-related events. 

Efforts undertaken for this program will include, but are not necessarily limited to, archival 
research, primary and secondary source analysis, oral history interviews,1 transcription and 
translation projects, geospatial/GIS analyses, and any other pertinent (e.g., computer-based) 
assessments designed to advance DPAA’s mission to achieve the fullest possible accounting for 
the nation’s missing personnel from past-conflicts. It will also include direct or supporting roles 
for the preparation, execution, and reporting of archaeological field activities such as field survey 
or excavation. The primary desired output is the development of Cambodian archaeologists, as 
presented through university-level coursework and related field opportunities, with and through a 
sustained focus on the archaeological aspects of the POW/MIA accounting mission in Cambodia. 

DPAA’s mission is to search for, recover and identify remains of missing personnel from World 
War II (WWII), the Korean War, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, the Iraq 
Campaign, and other conflicts designated by the Secretary of Defense. DPAA’s cases are based 
on information received from historical reports, families of missing personnel, interdisciplinary 
research, information from local residents in the area where the conflicts occurred, and field 
investigations. 

Personnel working on this effort will have the necessary experience and expertise to successfully 
conduct graduate-level archaeological coursework and project duties—to include fieldwork—on 
U.S. military casualties in Cambodia, but to also potentially include involvement in casework 
from conflicts such as: World War II, the Korean War, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the 
Persian Gulf War, the Iraq Campaign, and other conflicts designated by the Secretary of 
Defense. 
 
Nature of the Work to be Performed 
DPAA will provide information to develop a familiarization program modeled on a standard 
graduate curriculum tailored to the Agency’s accounting mission. During the university 
                                              

1 No direct contact with family members is authorized unless pre‐approved by DPAA. 
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development phase, program participants will focus, as appropriate and in consultation with their 
academic advisor and DPAA, on aspects of the POW/MIA accounting mission in Cambodia, or 
related topics.  Pursuant to this program, information will be gathered or provided from a variety 
of sources, e.g., DPAA or others recommended/approved by DPAA, to support areas or topics of 
scholarly interest. All results from scholarly activities related to the accounting mission will be 
forwarded to DPAA.  Program participants will be closely mentored throughout the duration of 
the program, with regular updates provided to DPAA. Only work with external 
researchers/organizations that have been approved by DPAA is authorized in the context of 
engaging the accounting community. 

Archaeological fieldwork will also be integrated into the program, using opportunities identified 
by DPAA to involve program participants at increasing levels of engagement as they move 
through the course of study. Fieldwork may include travel to Cambodia and other countries for 
the purposes of arranging, planning, executing, and reporting on archaeological field activities. 
Fieldwork will be conducted to a standard that meets or exceeds host nation requirements as well 
as relevant DPAA SOPs. 

Responses to this LOI should identify the specific capabilities within the university that will 
allow them to address the needs of the project, including identification of the relevant 
departments, faculty, students, and resources that will be involved in the project. Response to this 
LOI should also outline the approach to the project envisioned by the Principal Investigator, 
along with a proposed budget outline that supports the research approach. 

LOI Response Timeframe 
Deadline for responding to this letter of interest is Friday, September 24, 2021. 
 
Project Principal Investigator Requirements 
The research will be directed and overseen by a Principal Investigator (PI). The PI should have 
the necessary experience and expertise to conduct archaeological research on U.S. military 
casualties in Cambodia. 
 
Products 
The products from this program will include reports at set intervals during the period of 
performance such as a monthly report of all activities pertaining to this effort using a template to 
be agreed to with DPAA, and quarterly reports of all activities using a template agreed to with 
DPAA. 
 
Fieldwork will require standard archaeological deliverables, such as summary reports, survey 
reports, and excavation reports. DPAA will provide templates and instructions for the purpose of 
all field reporting. Select reports may need to be adapted to fulfill the requirements of local, 
regional, or national authorities based on the fieldwork location. 
 
A detailed report describing the entire activity conducted under this effort at the end of the period 
of performance will be submitted to DPAA no later than 30 days following the conclusion of the 
period of performance.  
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Funds Available 
Project funds available are approximately $1,800,000. The funding includes an overhead rate 
maximum of 17.5 percent. 
 
The project will be funded by DPAA; entities within the CESU network are eligible to apply. 
This project is not a grant, and will be administered as a Federal Financial Assistance research 
project through the CESU network. 
 
Letters of Interest 
Letters of Interest (LOI) should be sent to the address located in the “contact” section. LOI’s will 
be reviewed by DPAA and the top candidate(s) will be asked to provide and submit a full 
proposal responsive to a Scope of Work/Performance Work Statement. That proposal will detail 
the work to be conducted, providing and describing the methodology and research design, and 
outlining a schedule for the project. 
 
The LOI should describe your research interest(s) in the projects, past projects that are similar in 
topic and/or form, and any relevant experience in completing archaeological projects, along with 
a copy of a resume or vita for the Principal Investigator. Please include your name, affiliated 
organization(s), and contact information. Please try and limit LOI’s to 4 pages. 
 
Contact 
Responses of interest should be directed before the closing date to Michael Dolski, PhD. 

Michael R. Dolski, Ph.D. 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
590 Moffet Street, Bldg 4077 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. HI  96853 
571-243-4241 
Michael.R.Dolski.civ@mail.mil 

 
 


