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This document is intended for the department’s reflection on their review and the subsequent 
feedback as they prepare the Academic Plan for the next 5-year cycle for review.  
Congratulations to the department for thorough review and the steps forward on 
programmatic assessment in particular. The next steps for the department is to assure that 
both programmatic and core competency assessment are included annually in a 5-year plan, 
inclusive of closing the loop on findings.  
 
As a starting point, the department may wish to consider a point of feedback from the reviewer 
that I had not anticipated: to distinguish itself in the degree description from other, similar 
programs.  The reviewers’ notes are excellent to this end, and they could provide a framework 
for envisioning the future. The feedback on programmatic assessment better informing any 
curricular changes should be take in hand with feedback from the ALO regarding assessment. 
The considered work outlined can only serve to improve already excellent programs.   
 
As academic affairs embarks on a long-term academic and student success plan, I encourage 
the department to give thought as to additional means of advancing interdisciplinary inquiry, 
including in considering how efforts to grow connections with Hawaiian and Pacific studies 
could work in correlation with the myriad departments moving in a similar direction. These 
sorts of academic alignments allow for highly strategic budgetary practice that could be of 
benefit. I look forward to hearing from you regarding your 5-year plan so that we can assure 
alignment to strategic and budgetary planning. 
 
Mahalo for your work, and I look forward to addressing your planning for the future with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


