
Marine Science: MARE 480 Senior Internship (DL—synchronous) (Fall 2021) 

Assignment: Each student in MARE 480 was asked to give a 10-12 minute presentation, with up to an additional 3 
minutes for questions. Students presented the results of his/her Senior Internship experience with a marine science-
oriented agency or facility or researcher. Instructions and an evaluation rubric were given to students prior to the 
activity (see attached) 
 
  

MARE 480 
Fall 2021 

Organization and 
Structure 

Content* Language** Delivery 

Presentation 1      
Reader 1 4 4 4 4 
Reader 2 4 4 3 3 
Reader 3 4 4 3 3 
average 4.00 4.00 3.33 3.33 
median 4.00 4.00 3.00 3.00 

Presentation 2      
Reader 1 4 3 3 2 
Reader 2 3 4 3 3 
Reader 3 3 4 3 3 
average 3.33 3.66 3.00 2.66 
median 3.00 4.00 3.00 3.00 

Presentation 3      
Reader 1 3 4 3 3 
Reader 2 2 3 3 2 
Reader 3 2 3 3 3 
average 2.33 3.33 3.00 2.66 
median 2.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 

Presentation 4      
Reader 1 4 3 3 3 
Reader 2 3 4 3 3 
Reader 3 4 4 4 4 
average 3.66 3.66 3.33 3.33 
median 4.00 4.00 3.00 3.00 

Presentation 5      
Reader 1 4 4 4 3 
Reader 2 3 4 3 3 
Reader 3 4 4 4 4 
average 3.66 4.00 3.66 3.33 
Median 4.00 4.00 4.00 3.00 

Presentation 6      
Reader 1 4 4 3 4 
Reader 2 3 3 3 3 
Reader 3 3 3 3 4 
average 3.33 3.33 3.00 3.66 
median 3.00 3.00 3.00 4.00 

Presentation 7      
Reader 1 4 4 4 3 
Reader 2 4 4 3 3 
Reader 3 4 4 3 4 
average 4.00 4.00 3.33 3.33 
median 4.00 4.00 3.00 3.00 



Presentation 8     
Reader 1 4 4 4 3 
Reader 2 3 3 3 4 
Reader 3 3 3 3 3 
average 3.33 3.33 3.33 3.33 
median 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 

Presentation 9     
Reader 1 3 3 3 2 
Reader 2 3 3 3 1 
Reader 3 3 3 3 1 
average 3.00 3.00 3.00 1.33 
median 3.00 3.00 3.00 1.00 

Presentation 10     
Reader 1 4 3 3 3 
Reader 2 4 3 4 4 
Reader 3 4 4 4 4 
average 4.00 3.33 3.66 3.66 
median 4.00 3.00 4.00 4.00 

Presentation 11     
Reader 1 3 3 3 2 
Reader 2 4 3 3 3 
Reader 3 3 2 3 2 
average 3.33 2.66 3.00 2.33 
median 3.00 3.00 3.00 2.00 

Presentation 12     
Reader 1 4 4 4 3 
Reader 2 4 4 3 2 
Reader 3 3 3 3 2 
average 3.66 3.66 3.33 2.33 
median 4.00 4.00 3.00 2.00 

Presentation 13     
Reader 1 3 3 3 3 
Reader 2 4 4 4 4 
Reader 3 4 4 4 4 
average 3.66 3.66 3.66 3.66 
Median 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 

AVERAGE 
n = 13 
 
Reader 1 and 2 
Correlation: r = .17, p = 
.57 
Kappa:  -.09 
P-value: .345 
 
Reader 1 and 3 
Correlation: r = .29, p = 
.344 
Kappa:  .05 
P-value: .576 
 
Reader 2 and 3 

3.48 
 

Reader 1: 3.69 
Reader 2: 3.38 
Reader 3: 3.38 

3.50 
 

Reader 1: 3.53 
Reader 2: 3.53 
Reader 3: 3.46 

3.27 
 

Reader 1: 3.38 
Reader 2: 3.15 
Reader 3: 3.30 

2.73 
 

Reader 1: 3.00 
Reader 2: 2.92 
Reader 3: 3.15 



Correlation: r = .69, p = 
.009 
Kappa:  .19 
P-value: .056 
 
Inter-Rater 53.84% 53.84% 58.97% 43.59% 

 

Comments from Evaluators:  Overall, the Marine Science Internship students did well in their presentations of their work of the past academic year. 
Most seemed very enthusiastic about their subjects and their future in their chosen fields. Many conveyed that passion via the documentation of 
their work which is supporting very important scientific study and/or government/community outreach. 

Oral presentations for students are often a challenge; DL delivery just exacerbates some of the issues that plague presenters. Apart from the usual 
problems—such as pacing, ensuring data and supporting information are clearly communicated, flow of ideas—DL delivery posed additional 
challenges. One noticeable problem is that when students are presenting via Zoom on computers, there is a tendency to read and forgo eye 
contact and bodily movements that help induce engagement. Some students did exceptionally well in using contrasting POV in their photos or 
integrating video to better enhance audience engagement—but some simply delivered a PowerPoint without really thinking about the online 
platform and how to best adapt it to their advantage.  

One recommendation from the external evaluators is that the audience should keep their cameras on to give students a better sense of the 
audience. Without visual feedback from the faces of presenters, it’s very easy for presenters to feel like they’re talking to a wall and thus fall into a 
mechanical reading of their scripts. Keeping the audience online will also ensure everyone is participating and being courteous to their classmates. 
By turning off cameras, it allows for the less scrupulous student to disrupt the flow of presentations as was the case with number 9. However, this 
explains why the average for Delivery (last column) is skewered lower which is the result of a very low score for this one student which reflects 
behavior and not necessarily a lack of skill. 

Action in response to the data (closing the loop):  Instructor will incorporate more direct instruction and practice specifically on presenting in an 
online format in future semesters, which will be useful to students even once classes are  able to return to live presentations.  

 


