Reader Observations for MATH 310

Two separate readers were assigned to review all of the responses for the course. The following are
what each considers the most important statements made by students:

Reader 1
Notable quotes from students include:

“General Ed courses (including HPP & GCC) didn’t do much to develop my understanding of Hawaii.
Courses were structured for learning based on professor. Not enough time spent outside the classrooms
learning outdoors and applying what we learned in class.”

“In my physics and astronomy courses, we dedicate considerable time to talking about Native Hawaiian
navigators and how celestial navigation relates to the physical orbital trajectory of the earth.”

“Learning the history of Hawai‘i and other Pacific Islands gave a sense of place. There were people from
all over the islands in the classes so | was able to learn a lot about places/cultures of Palau, Aotearoa,
Micronesia, etc. Having done that | also connected to sense of Humanity and sense of self. Most
relatable is the sense of others. A lot of the other island cultures faced the same issues as us. Hawaiians
as epidemics, colonizers, regligions etc.”

“Housing is constantly encouragin students to be involved and puts on events related to culture and
place. There are trips to cultural places around the island and invitations to cultural activities such as
working in the lo‘i. Encouraging students to get involved in the culture and stay interested.”

Weakness

e Seems like they do not know what GCC course vs HPP courses

e Some assumed HPP was Hawaiian Culture, some did not know it was broader with
regards to "cultural" courses

e Transfer students coming in having already completed Gen Ed - so they do not know if
they previously met HPP/GCC or specifically stated they did at another campus

Reader 2
Observations:

e Students who responded ranged from Sophomores to Seniors with one Unclassified

e 11 students are Hawaii residents with 2 from the U.S. mainland and one from Japan; 4 students
identified as Native Hawaiian

e Less than half had taken and could identify GCC/HPP courses they had completed

e Less than half said GE classes helped them to achieve the identified areas of diversity listed in
the survey.

e For Math majors, most said they did not have exposure in their program to help them to achieve
the identified areas of diversity



General Education comments:

“General Ed courses (including HPP & GCC) didn’t do much to develop my understanding of
Hawaii. Courses were structured for learning based on professor. Not enough time spent outside
the classrooms learning outdoors and applying what we learned in class.”

“I don’t think | developed much in my GE classes. | attributed them to high school courses and
put more of my focus and development into classes that would prepare me for my upper
division classes.”

“Learning the History of Hawai'i and other Pacific Islands really gave me a sense of place. There
were people from all over the islands in those classes so | was able to learn a lot about
places/cultures of Palau, Aotearoa, Micronesia, etc... A lot of the other island cultures faced the
same issues as us Hawaiians such as epidemics, colonizers, religion, etc.”

“My FIL class helped me with sense of humanity, sense of others, and sense of self because as |
got more in touch with my culture and understand it more, it allowed me to notice diversity of
cultures within our community and respect not just my own, but the culture of others.”

Several students identified that they did have the opportunity to work with faculty and
classmates from diverse backgrounds and the program had a sense of community where they
felt welcome

“My professors are incredible at not only advising me on my academic path but also very
sympathetic with my situation as a non-traditional father who is a full-time college student. The
faculty and fellow major students are very supportive and make me feel like | belong in the
STEM community and UHH’s diverse faculty and student population brings a real sense of
togetherness regardless of ethnic background or perspective.”

“As a Math major | wouldn’t say that | have particularly been introduced to culture or really
discussed Hawai'i as a whole, but it has given me a comfortable place in my class as a Hawaiian
woman. The university has never once given me problems with my major and class availability. It
strengthens the idea of Aloha as Hawai'i reaches for diversity without discrimination of position.
It makes me feel comfortable and gives me the means to succeed from my position in the
world.”

“In regards to my major (Mathematics) | feel like it excels in most of the areas. But it can lack in
some parts too. Personally | feel that it’s ok if it doesn’t meet the highest standard because I'm
really here to learn so | can apply to my job later on. There is this sense of community within the
Math department which was really comforting as a new/transfer student.”

Some students reported positive co-curricular experiences.

“This group was very helpful, especially the counseling department. Very helpful people who
always displayed aloha. | always felt welcomed anytime | entered the counseling offices and
while meeting with individual counselors. Everyone greets you with a smile.”

“Housing is constantly encouraging students to be involved and puts on events related to
culture and place. There are trips to cultural places around the island and invitations to cultural
activities such as working in the lo’i. Encouraging students to get involved in the culture and stay
interested.”

“Being in athletics | get lots of firsthand experiences with people out of state and we are able to
come together with common interests.”

Some students reported negative experiences



“I live on campus and believe that housing did not help me achieve the following statements. |
just have a lot of bad experience.”

“Seriously, you cannot escape this Mauna Kea stuff. This is one of the most important
geographical locations in the world for observation of the physical universe. Researchers come
from the most important universities in the world to work on our mountain. But in the middle of
campus we have a tombstone for the Hawaiian renaissance and the state flag of Hawaii turned
upside down. Cultural sensitivity? —Cultural stupidity. The UH physics program needs to wait 6
years to get a permit for a 5 foot long telescope...at the freaking visitor observation center!!!
People, universally are stupid, that’s why Joe Biden is going to be president!!!”



