
MARE 495 Observations (fifteen surveys collected, n = 15) 

This program is among the more recognizable on campus for specifically linking the major and all 
curriculum to the Big Island and the indigenous/local culture, as noted in the following comments which 
show many Marine Science students clearly perceive how diversity is reflected in the program: 

• My major has taught me to be more respectful of the ocean since lots of cultures use the ocean. 
Also since Hawaii is surrounded by the ocean it makes respecting the ocean even more 
important. It has also taught me about humanity since many ocean organisms are affected by 
anthropogenic influences. 

• Marine Science courses are very good about being focused on the material they are supposed to 
be covering. Briefly in courses we touch on the importance of certain marine mammals, for 
example, and how they are valued by the Hawaiian community. An example would be the 
Hawaiian green sea turtle which is very sacred to the islands and show symbolism etc.  Being 
able to go out into the field and see the features of the island and the creatures that inhabit it 
has made a huge impact on expanding my knowledge and understanding of the diversity we 
have here. 

• My major study allowed me to understand the cultural practices of the organisms that thrive in 
the Hawaiian ecosystems. In one of my classes (Natural History of Sharks, Skates, and Rays) I 
learned about aumakua such as the owl (pueo) and shark.  Classes I have taken have allowed 
students on field trips and we got to experience practices that were focused on multiculturalism 
and diversity. Every one of the people in my classes and labs had a different ethnic background 
and I met several Polynesian people. I can be a well-rounded individual since I have met from all 
walks of life with similar goals and/or values as me.  

• My major helped me to understand not only the native species unique to Hawaii but also their 
importance and significance to the local culture and economy. 

• The Marine Science major has taught me about the value of Hawaii in the world. Hawaii is rich in 
biodiversity and a beacon for oceanographic studies. Utilizing the ocean on a daily basis, it is 
important to understand the mechanisms to be safe and productive. 
 

But while the majority of the class cited the major as being effective in teaching a Sense of Place, a 
Sense of Humanity, a Sense of Others, and a Sense of Self, there was one response from a Native 
Hawaiian & Asian self-identified student who felt differently: “I feel that Marine Science didn’t have 
many, if any, of the above included into the curriculum. When it was incorporated into the curriculum it 
was just enough information for no more than 5 slides every semester.” 

And there were also two separate respondents who made comments directed at the “diversity” of the 
faculty. 

• Major courses did achieve these things [Sense of Place, Sense of Humanitt, Sense of Others, and 
Sense of Self]. It was discussed in a small amount. All of marine science department staff is not 
from Hawai`i. No get me wrong that does not mean they do no[t] understand or care about the 
above mentioned. But it would be nice to have a diverse faculty along with the diverse students. 
The amount required for this major does not give lots of room to take courses outside the 
major. 



• While marine science has exposed me to lots of locations and help me understand respecting 
cultural locations on the island of Hawaiʻi, I think the challenge with marine science is that all of 
the professors are white and much of the department is, which lacks diversity and impedes true 
cultural education and awareness. I think that the marine science professors could do much 
better at promoting diversity in their student and educator body and work to be knowledgeable 
about Hawaiʻi’s culture and place names.  

These latter two comments were offered by non-Hawaiʻi students. These less complimentary responses 
are from just three respondents and represents a minority view; however, this perhaps represents an 
opportunity for the department and the faculty to discuss how diversity can be “overtly” addressed as a 
core element of the program. 

Regarding GE, the responses were generally directed toward specific classes as opposed to the wider 
concept of GE. Nevertheless, at there appears to be much being learned in courses outside of the major: 

 

• The only GE course that fulfilled these categories that I took was COM 251 Public Speaking with 
Dr. Colby Miyose. I think because he grew up in Hawai`i this played a major role. Of the 29 
courses I took here at UH Hilo, Miyose was the only one who grew up in Hawai`i. 

• MUS195 the local music helps to understand the hawaiian uniqueness better. COM251 public 
speaking with students with all different diverse cultures build self-confidence. 

• Through my general education courses, I’ve been exposed to lots of peers from different places 
and gotten to broaden my education and connect to those from different places and cultures 
than myself.  

• Sense of Place: HAW 101 and HWST 213 gave the background of where the language is so 
important and the meanings behind each of the words. SENSE OF HUMANITY: Psy 323 how are 
we in each type of community setting. What do we consider that is our community. It might be a 
work family, friends, sports. How do we relate and interact with each other. ED 347 shows up in 
the classrooms in Hawaii. How can we communicate our many cultures that we have in this 
state to the young children.  
 

Of the co-curricular programs, the one that garnered the most comments about diversity was Housing; 
however, improvement there was notes as also being needed: 

•  
• I’ve been involved in Housing, Counseling, Advising, Student Support Services, RISOs, and CSOs 

and I feel as though they’ve helped me achieve the above. I believe they also heavily strengthen 
my sense of others as I actively worked with many of different cultures and backgrounds while 
working in a group or serving the community.  

•  As I was housing in Hilo I learned about the beauty of the island and how much forest cover was 
on the land. It truly immerses you into the Hawaiians culture of peace and tranquility. It has also 
taught me many lessons that I will not forget. 

• The housing in Hawaii I got to learn how the people in Hawaii live versus where I came from. The 
living here is honestly a lot easier than in California and I really enjoy the environment. The 
housing is alittle cramped if there are 4 people to a place that really is better for two people and 



there can be a lot of problems with the lights and other electrical problems, but that gives it the 
sense of living on an island. 

• The biggest thing here is that I have worked as a student employee in housing and residence life 
for almost three years, and this department is very diverse, which has provided me with very 
beneficial peer education. [But] While housing is a diverse department, I think the work for 
multicultural and diversity training could be improved. It’s certainly well on its way to being 
great, and there are lots of amazing voices in the department working to educate others, so 
these voices need to be boosted and respected to continue to promote outstanding 
multicultural awareness in the dorms.  

Interestingly, one respondent felt that neither GE, the Major, nor co-curricular programs have helped 
his/her understanding of diversity. This student self identifies as “White” and makes one rather telling 
comment:  “Lots of people don’t realize how different Hawaii is compared to Mainland states.” This 
suggests that there may be a small population of students on White backgrounds who may be having 
trouble understanding the diversity of this place and what can be learned from it. The fact that neither 
GE courses nor the major appear to convey this is problematic. 


