
     

         

              

               

     

                   
            

              
               

                 

               
                 

           
             

              
            

   

                

 

               
        

                

 

                  

          

                
             

               

               
               

   

                
                 

  

                
                   

                 

        
              

                 

Reader Observations for GEOG 495 

GEOG 495 (Six surveys collected, n = 6) 

This program is among the more recognizable on campus for supporting indigenous and cultural 
diversity studies as reflected in the student comments on the major that specifically mention Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander topics: 

● I love my degree and taking these classes made me feel like I’m part of a global change. 
● Geography and Environmental Studies provided the opportunity for me to understand the 

people, the environment, the culture, and relationship between the people and their land. The 
Major expands more on the different scales that are used to understand the environment and 
the society. As a Pacific Islander, this major provides the chance for us to understand and work 
accordingly based on proper research/study ethics that are all rooted on the 4 points above 
[Sense of Place, Sense of Humanity, Sense of Others, Sense of Self]. It is based on the 
experiences that helps us understand our social/cultural environment here in Hawaii. 

● Land planning developed my sense of place knowledge which helped me understand the 
Maunakea TMT issue with the people in Hawaii. Environmental Science taught me about the 
rough and isolated environment where the Polynesian[s] survived in a community environment 
in Hawaii. 

Like other students, the ones in this class also reported some problems with understanding HPP and 
GCC: 

● For counseling/advising, I would like to know why I’m taking certain courses rather than just 
thinking it’s a need for my major. 

● Yes, I’m sure I have satisfied the HPP % GCC but cannot name them from memory. 

But unlike students in other programs, the students in this major seem to more active relations with the 
co-curricular, which they report as adding to their overall experience: 

● Coming from a different cultural background into Hawaii, we have our RISO club. We not only 
recruitment from where we are from but encourage others to join. International student 
association has helped so much with everything [Sense of Place, Sense of Humanity, Sense of 
Others, Sense of Self]. Others such as the Pacific Island Student Center (PISC) has helped 
students with different ethnic background together to talk stories and hangout in a room where 
they feel comfortable. 

● RISOs, housing, and other student services exposed to me that there is a wide variety of 
exposure to all four of these points [Sense of Place, Sense of Humanity, Sense of Others, Sense 
of Self]. 

● UHH gave me the opportunity to venture out around the island in a non-course related program 
or experience that has rooted me more to this place & its people that live here. UHH is definitely 
a hub that allows such diversity to happen & I think allows its own community to grow 
compared to other places around the world. 

● UHH Mo‘okini Library, Student Life Center, Adult Student Housing, and Student Center helped to 
achieve all of the above [Sense of Place, Sense of Humanity, Sense of Others, Sense of Self]. 



 


