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SUBJECT: REVIEW OF GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SELF-STUDY 

CC: MICHAEL BITTER, DEAN OF CAS 
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The ALO would first like to thank Dr. Ryan Perroy for working on this self-study. As ALO, I appreciated the opportunity 
to assist the development of this document.  

Per these very guidelines, the ALO “reviews the self-study for compliance with WSCUC standards of accreditation, 
namely that programs are undertaking regular (yearly) assessment of both core competencies and programmatic 
learning objectives. The ALO should review past self studies and compare them against the most recent program 
review for progress. In particular, attention is needed to ensure SLOs, PLOs, curriculum matrices, and other elements 
of ideal practice in assessment are acted upon and that the data is used to ‘close the loop’ in terms of improving 
student learning” (pp. 4-5). What follows below is my assessment of the current self-study based on this charge. 

The 2022 self-study represents a marked improvement from the 2015 Self Study, which included a curriculum map 
but no actual assessment of student work despite the department’s participation in core competency assessment 
since 2013. Assessment activities ceased from 2017 through 2020, which indicates that the department has not been 
regularly measuring or analyzing standardized measurements of student learning. As of August 2021 per a 
requirement for the WSCUC Lines of Inquiry, the department turned in a revised curriculum matrix and a rubric that 
measures PLOs 1, 2 and 5 that are included in this current self-study. The department also conducted a reassessment 
of written communication based on an internally generated rubric that led to a discussion of calibrated faculty 
expectations of student work. This is a very good start as it reflects best practice in closing-the-loop, that is, using 
data to undertake actions in improving student performance. 

Given this context, I will venture two recommendations that the department needs to undertake in the immediate 
future: (1) take greater initiative in participating more regularly in undergraduate core competency assessment, and 
(2) to continue to build programmatic assessment and not let momentum falter once the self-study and external 
review are completed. It is imperative that the program begin engaging in regular assessment with the intent on 
using the data to make improvements to the curriculum and instruction as what was undertaken in the Fall of 2021. 
The department should also track this data over time so that insights gained in one year are not forgotten in 
subsequent years. 

https://hilo.hawaii.edu/documents/uhh/accreditation/ENSCreport2-07-15.pdf


In any event, the 2022 self-study is a solid first step in this process. I look forward to seeing the progress of the 
department in 2027.  
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