Observations for DRAM 430
Reader 1:

This set of surveys shared a broader array of courses (GE and Non-GE Hawaiian Studies,
Anthropology, Performing Arts, Administrative Justice, Linguistics, and English courses) that
provided a sense of place, humanity, others and self. Similar to the first batch, if students
participated in co-curricular activities, these also provided a sense of place, humanity, others and
self. 1did notice when selecting quotes that there were few surveys from male students so my
quotes were all from female students.

Statements that stood out:
Female 21 Major: AJ Minor: Com (2 responses)

"My freshman year, I took a Hawaiian introductory (GE) class and it opened my mind to Hawaii
as a culture, a community and a family. It provided a sense of place, sense of humanity, others,
and myself."

"Most of my classes always find a connection to Hawaii no matter the topic. I'm constantly
reminded that diversity is important and needs to be recognized. All of my professors provide an
aloha spirit in the classrooms which is refreshing."

Female 22 Major: English

"Many of my courses here at UH have incorporated indigenous knowledge into the curriculum
and encouraged understanding of multiculturalism. ... UH is one of the most diverse campuses in
the UH, so it's easy to meet with people from all over the world & dispel any harmful stereotypes
towards groups of people."

Reader 2:
Notable statements by students regarding GE:

o My GE classes didn’t really shape me cultural or social, it was more the Hawaii
experience of living here

e (lasses I’ve taken helped me understand differences between Hawaii and other places
which is good especially since I’ve spent my whole life in Hawaii & didn’t know much
about outside our island & since Hilo is so diverse, I’'m meeting people & learning
cultures, from other states & countries

e ...multiple viewpoints (including indigenous ones) are considered.

e My freshman year I took a Hawaiian introductory class and it opened my mind to Hawaii
as a culture, a community and a family.

e One of my gen ed courses was Hawaiian Studies...that class enlightened me about how
the island of Hawaii and other Polynesian oceanic etc regions became populated...the



class elaborated upon collision between cultures...it reminds me that were all the same
people all over the world who once came from a unified region...My experience in GE
gave me more respect for the place I live and the people who once shared it amongst each
other (the land)

Aquaculture 262 has helped me understand the complex expansive systems which Native
Hawaiians used to cultivate aquatic species. We are taught to proves information while
still respecting/recognizing the differing views of others. In ENG 100, I studied how
technology use can differ based on economic background, as well as how addiction to
technology can be more prevalent based on how one was raised...analyzing the pros and
cons of the issue helped me to empathize with two widely different groups of people (e.g.
using tech to “babysit” kids if can’t afford daycare vs. excessive use of tech simply
because a child demands it). Psychology 100 allowed me to recognize the intrinsic
relationship that every person (including myself) has with another — how customs,
histories, fears, appreciations, we all underlined by human consciousness that is fragile,
uncertain, and vastly unique.

Notable statements regarding the major:

I’ve learned a lot about myself and my context within the human race, but I feel like 1
have a lot more to learn

Many of my courses here at UH have incorporated indigenous knowledge into the
curriculum an encouraged understanding of multiculturalism. The classes I have taken for
my TESOL (teaching English as a second language) certificate emphasize cultural
sensitivity and equality in the classroom. For my creative writing certificate, I have
written numerous pieces set in Hawai'i that celebrate the uniqueness of the culture here. I
wrote a play about Night Marchers, and another story that was set in Hilo which has since
been published in Bamboo Ridge Literary Journal. UH Hilo has encouraged me to be an
active member in my community. UH is one of the most diverse campuses in the US,
so its easy to meet and connect with people from all over the world and dispel any
harmful stereotypes towards groups of people.

Most of my classes always finds a connection to Hawaii no matter the topic. 'm
constantly reminded that diversity is important needs to be recognized. All my professors
provide an aloha spirit in the classrooms which is refreshing.

My drama professor...makes a point to feature Hawaiian imagery, dialogue, history,
representations, etc. in our course exercises.

In ENG 431 (Nonfiction writing), we studied both sides of the TMT issue on Mauna Kea and
discussed it online. Although I supported TMT, this allowed me to better understand the
reverence with which the mountain is held (particularly its religious significance), as well as the
wrongful arrests that were occurring. In general, as an English major who earned a Creative
Writing certificate, I believe that English-fiction, in particular-intrinsically offers both readers
and authors a chance to explore cultures, customs, sexuality, environments, religions, etc. that
expand beyond what a person holds as their own set of identifying ideals. My major has exposed
me to viewpoints and creative styles that I might not have experienced otherwise. For example,



when I entered college, most of my writing was in a single format (short story), with a narrator
closely resembling myself (male, white). After taking a variety of ENG classes, though, I have
now written from many different narrative viewpoints, as well as explored writing styles I might
not have otherwise (playwriting, flash fiction, nonfiction, experimental, even the accused

Notable statements regarding student services:

e Last year I joined the UH Global Exchange program and went to Sweden on exchange. |
made friends from all over and got to exchange ideas about our homes. It made me
realize how special my home is as well as how other countries relate and differ.

e [am in an acapella group which is comprised of a diverse group of individuals. The
acapella group has made me feel closer to my peers and to Hawaii as a place I call home.

e My work in one of our campus publications has exposed me to various writings from
Indigenous people...In studying and editing these pieces, I have gained a better
understanding of the lasting effects of colonialism in Hawai'i, as well as the difficulty in
reverting to a culture as it was prior to colonialists. Also in Drama club, I have been able
to meet others with the same heritage as me (Italian, Native American). In both of us, I
recognize that without education and maintenance of one’s past, it is easy to identify
yourself as only one thing - when in reality, no one is only one thing.

Themes:

-Some good coming out of GE — they are learning more about the place they live, even if they
are from here. (One student wondered why a BIOL 275 was considered GCC.)

-Some students report that class topics within their major are often connected to Hawaiian
culture, including history, representations, and current events (e.g. TMT). Courses like Art
History helps them to think broadly.

-Student Exchange and some campus clubs have been beneficial. (One student mentioned that
while campus clubs and activities attract a variety of people, cultural values are not shared.)



