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NSCI 476 Communicating Science. (DL synchronous) (Spring 2023).  

Assignment: Term paper on a societally-relevant science topic, written for a general adult audience. Worth 40% of 
course grade. Expectations for scholarship, audience analysis, and writing were high. Students received mentoring 
throughout the semester and feedback on a draft.  
 
Assessment: Papers were read by two geology faculty using the Written Communication Rubric and scored on a 1-
4 scale (1=beginning, 2=emerging, 3=competent, 4=advanced). Scores from reader #1 and reader #2 were 
averaged. The course contained both NSCI majors and students from other majors. Papers written by non-majors 
were not scored. 
  

 Line of Reasoning Organization and 
Structure 

Content Language/prose/Syntax 

Student #1 3.5 3.5 3 3 
Student #2 4 4 4 4 

     
OVERALL 
AVERAGE  

3.75 3.75 3.5 
  

3.5 
  

Inter-Rater Raters agreed on 
1 of 2 papers.   

Raters agreed on 
1 of 2 papers.   

Raters agreed on 
both papers.   

Raters agreed on both 
papers.   

 

Comments by Evaluators:   

• The report is part of a term project that was the main focus of the class. To succeed, students needed to 
work independently, be persistent, and manage their time.  

• Course content included training in the process of researching, developing content, analyzing the 
audience, writing a draft, and editing. These aspects of the course appear to have paid off in terms of 
ensuring skill development. 

• One student did outstanding work and the other was competent. This is gratifying. 

Response by Program (closing the loop):   

• The combination of the general education program and the natural science program appear to be 
successful, as far as writing goes. This is based on a small sample size, however. 

• No changes to the program are indicated. 

 

 

https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/written-communication-rubric/

