Programmatic Assessment
Core Competency

Term: Spring 2026
Department: History
Course: HIST 491: Senior Thesis

Core Competency: Oral Communication

Oral communication and presentations at the university-level requires our History majors to
articulate complex arguments clearly and translate academic research for broader, non-academic
audiences as well as academic audiences in an organized and logical manner. Content should
exhibit not only insight into the subject matter, but a depth of research knowledge as well.
Presentations should be effective and engaging.

Level of Skill expected: Advanced

Course SLO’s:
The readings, discussion, presentations, and assignments required in History 491 will provide
students with the ability to:

¢ identify the main theoretical approaches and debates in the discipline of history, including
traditional modes of disseminating historical knowledge as well as work being produced by
contemporary scholars;

e express thoughts and knowledge of major historical processes in history effectively in
written and oral form;

e analyze primary and secondary sources in history;

e demonstrate an understanding of historical debate and controversy by examining how
historians analyze, use evidence, and develop differing interpretations

¢ identify bias and differing points of view in historical interpretations

e determine the significance of different kinds of historical change and continuity

Artifact: Research Presentation

Students are required to make a presentation on the bases of their senior thesis: a 30+-page
research paper, using Chicago format. The paper must be argument-driven with a clearly stated
thesis. The paper should include proper citations (footnotes) with quotations synthesized into the
prose; bibliography and cover page are also required. Papers should present a balance of
research and analysis, with an overall high level of composition. Students are to avoid the use of
“I” and passive tense. Paper should have a well-articulated thesis, to be supported by the
evidence presented in this history research paper. The thesis presentation must also show that
students have taken into account reviewers’ comments for the final draft/presentation.



Rubric Used:
For Core Competency in Oral Communication — the Department uses the Oral Communication
Rubric for Undergraduates.

Methodology and Data: Three evaluators observed four (n=4) presentations based on completed
papers for this 400-level class, submitted at the end of the Sp26 semester. Scoring and findings
are recorded below.

Spring 2026 Organization Content Language Delivery
& Structure average

Presentation 1

Evaluator 1 4 3 3 3 3.25

Evaluator 2 4 4 4 4 4

Evaluator 3 4 4 4 4 4
4.00 3.67 3.67 3.67 3.73

Presentation 2

Evaluator 1 4 3 3 3 3.25

Evaluator 2 4 4 4 4 4

Evaluator 3 4 4 4 4 4
4.00 3.67 3.67 3.67 3.73

Presentation 3

Evaluator 1 4 4 4 4 4

Evaluator 2 4 4 4 4 4

Evaluator 3 4 4 4 4 4
4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00

Presentation 4

Evaluator 1 3 3 3 4 3.25
Evaluator 2 3 3 4 4 3.5
Evaluator 3 4 3 3 4 35
3.33 3 3.33 4.00 3.42
AVERAGES 3.83 3.59 3.67 3.84 3.73
n=4 R1:3.75 R1:3.25 RI1:3.25 R1:3.50 R1: 3.44
R2:3.75 R2:3.75 R2: 4.00 R2: 4.00 R2: 3.88
R3: 4.00 R3:3.75 R3:3.75 R3: 4.00 R3: 3.88

Inter-Rater



https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/oral-communication-rubric/
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/oral-communication-rubric/

Observations and recommendations:

Overall, students consistently gave organized presentations anchored by polished visual aids.
Students all exhibited skills in delivery of their topics — though each in their own way through a
diversity of presentation styles ranging in formal and conversational tone. Students also
exhibited strong insights in their respective subject matter by starting with an overview of the
historical literature and ending with a synthesis of their findings from primary source research. A
minority could improve oral communication with more precise language choices, especially
when describing complex ideas and refining the articulation of their unique intervention. The
department could give more feedback on oral presentation language earlier on in students’
academic journeys, from lower to upper division course offerings.



