
     

                 

          

 

  

                
                

  

                

                    
                   

              

  

  

              

        
           

             

                 
                

            

         
               

                     

  
                 

         

               
              

                  

    
                
                

  
             

                  

               

            

 

Reader Observations for Com 375 

Two separate readers were assigned to review all of the responses for the course. The following are 
what each considers the most important statements made by students: 

Reader 1: 

For the students that took active roles in clubs, RISOs and co-curricular activities in general the 
consensus is they have benefitted from the activities and it contributed to their understanding of self, 
and multiculturalism. 

For the most part the students identified learning about Hawaiian culture as learning about diversity. 
They were not always in agreement that it was taught in class, it seemed to depend in part on the 
course and instructor and if they were local residents or transfer students. What I do think was evident 
is that there are opportunities to learn cross-culturally; group projects and internships and the 
co-curricular activities. 

Major observations: 

● One junior (Kinesiology major and Filipino certificate) felt that the courses helped develop a 
better understanding in all of the areas. 

● One sophomore Communications major did not join any non-course related co-curricular 
activities and did not feel that their major covered any of these areas 

● One senior felt that their GCC or HPP course (Hawaiian Coral Reef Lab and class) helped them 
develop and was enthusiastic about the opportunities to learn from others in class as well as 
about Hawaii. This student expressed frustration with their major (Econ and Communications) 
and lack of real-world application in their classes. 

● Transfer student who took GE on the mainland stated that “Pursuing my degree with students 
around me has helped me to see that I am just a small piece of the world, but am important one 
as well”. 

● A junior, English and Communication major had no idea what HPP or GCC courses are and did 
not seem to understand the purpose of the survey. 

● A senior Communications major had positive feedback in terms of GCC and courses in their 
major but a very different response when describing their participation in athletics on campus. 
This student may have played for a varsity sport and felt that the values and support of the 
athletics department were lacking. 

● A junior that dorms shared that their experience dorming “has helped me see how diversity can 
be in any place…[and] experiences that have taught me how empathy can help people come to 
an understanding”. 

● A Geography major (senior) lists Huaka’i with Geography program as helping build connection 
with the land and people. The ‘aina based projects that everyone worked on had one goal to 
revitalize the Hawaiian community. In regards to co-curricular the student had “a sense of pride, 
that people care and see improvement” with the struggles in “our” culture. 



  

        

                  

      

                

        

                 
              

               
               

       

                 
               

        
               

              
                

  

                

                  

   

               
                 

               

                   

              
                   

                
                 

     

              
               

                    

        
                
              

             
      

                

   

Reader 2: 

COMM 375 (22 collected, 12 only are majors) 

Due to the large number of non-majors in this course, the responses were divided in this report to 
highlight the differences in GE experience. 

The ten (10) non-majors took HAWST 111 and, surprisingly, Filipino Studies courses, for their HPP and 
GCC electives and all reported generally positive experiences: 

● I have learned to embrace my own culture in Filipino Studies. I had to perform multiple dances 
from my culture and I got to experience different cultures from it. (Kinesiology Major) 

● [My GE’s] help me get a deeper understanding of the indigenous, better understanding of the 
mix pot that Hawaii is, understand how the overthrow impacted the Hawaiian people, and the 
sugar plantation shaped our culture. (Kinesiology Major) 

● Both of my HPP classes [HWST 111 & HAWN 101] helped me understand the Hawaiian culture in 
Hawaii in general. My GCC class [WI Gender, Place, Environment] didn’t really talk about Hawaii 
that much, only in little aspect. (Kinesiology Major) 

● [HWST 111; HAWN 101, 103, 104] helped sense of place, proper Hawaiian place names of 
beaches, hikes, pu‘u, ahupua‘a. . . . Everyone is different/passionate about something, does not 
mean it is wrong because you don’t value it. Shocking at how many people appreciate Hawai‘i 
‘āina. 

One non-major reported the inability to remember HPP and GCC: “I honestly don’t remember much of 
these classes (specifically HPP/GCC course) and many of my classes never touch on a sense of place in 
regard to Hawai‘i. 

Majors in Communication also generally responded well on their non-COMM GE courses, such as HWST 
111; however, many also recognize how the major (including courses in the major certified for HPP and 
GCC are also valuable in helping to learn these areas. In particular, Communication majors’ responses 
reflect a high level of understanding of Hawai‘i, much of which seems to be covered in the major : 

● I believe that the communication major specifically allows for an understanding of not only 
other but self. It is, for me, the foundation to all understanding of the world. All my COM classes 
have contributed to these four areas [Sense of Place; Sense of Humanity; Sense of Others; Sense 
of Self]. Prior to these classes I did not have a wide perspective on the world through 
communication like I do. 

● Intercultural Communication helped me to see how unique Hawai‘i is because of its various 
races that live here & have unique identities that have affected one another. Intercultural Comm 
helped me to see how I speak reflects the cultures that influence me & that the way I speak can 
have an impact on those of other cultures. 

● [Sense of Place] was covered in Intercultural Comm & Mass Media Analyses by Dr. Jing Yin. 
[Sense of Others and Self] was covered by the leadership seminar, Love and Communication, 
Interpersonal Communication with Dr. Ron Gordon as well as non-verbal communication that I 
learned in Rayna Morel’s class. 

● My communication major has also done a fantastic job of teaching me a sense of humanity, 
others, and self. 



             

             
             

             

              
          

                    

              
                

                    

                

     

                  
                

                 

                   
                 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

● Communication helped me to understand the importance of communications in Hawaii. I am 
more aware of Hawaii’s cultures and its peoples. Communication has taught me that 
communication is different in each culture. Communication has made me more open minded 
about other peoples’ feelings, insecurities, & their culture. Communication has made me more 
knowledgeable with other cultures and how each culture differs by its way of communicating. 

● Communication helped me understand the Hawaiian culture better through conversations 
online or in class. It has also helped my sense of humanity and others as we all share our stories 
and how we have experienced how different communication and culture can be, and how 
interesting that is. Being a communication major has really opened my sense of others as it’s 
part of my practice. It also gave me a sense of self as those classes have opened my mind more 
with the different cultures. Being white but also an international student in Hawaii has been a 
wonderful and eye-opening experience. 

What might be of some concern, though, are a few negative comments, including one from a major who 
relates that “communication does not cover this [diversity].” And of the three athletes (also majors) 
who reported on their experiences, one states the following: “I participated in athletics hoping for all of 
these things [Sense of Place, Sense of Humanity, Sense of Others, Sense of Self], but came to find out 
something very different. I did not feel any of these values here, the athletics department is extremely 
results based and separated in nature. Also athletics offered little to no support in everyday life here at 
school.” 


