
Program Learning Outcomes for Art 

The program goals for student learning are as follows. Upon graduation from the program, an art 
major will be able to do the following: 

1. Demonstrate and articulate a critical relationship between materials, techniques, and 
procedures in creative expressions ideas. 

2. Creatively and critically analyze areas of the visual arts.  
3. Articulate how the history of world cultures and art are expressions of cultural heritage; 

articulates a comprehensive understanding of art. 
4. Critically articulates how a work (including one’s own) is situated in visual art 

developments in the contemporary mainstream.  

Key: I = Introduce, D = Develop/Practice, M = Mastery 

  

Course 

Program Learning Outcome 1: Demonstrate and articulate a critical relationship between materials, 
techniques, and procedures in creative expressions ideas. 

Students can use 
materials effectively 

and creatively in 
their work 

Students recognize 
and can replicate 

techniques 

Students demonstrate 
familiarity with key 

processes and 
procedures for specific 
art genres (i.e. intaglio 

printmaking) 

Students can express 
how all three 

(materials, 
techniques, and 

procedures) come 
together to inform 

composition 

(Critical Thinking) 

ART 100 I I I I 
ART 112 

(Digital 
Media) 

I, D I, D I, D I, D 

ART 121 I, D I, D I, D I, D 
ART 122 I, D I, D I, D I, D 
ART 123 I, D I, D I, D I, D 
ART 124 I, D I, D I, D I, D 
ART 199, 
194 or 
235,  

I, D I, D I, D I, D 

ART 215, 
216, 221 
& 222 

I, D I, D I, D I, D  

ART 300, 
301, 308, 
312 

D D D D 



ART 315,  
316, 317, 
321, 335 

D, M D, M D, M D, M 

ART 475 & 
475L 
(Digital 
Media) 

D D D D 

ART 399 & 
394 

D, M D, M D., M D, M 

 

Rubric for PLO 1 (use in assessing singular student work) 

 Use of Materials Critical Thinking 
3 = Highly developed Student work exhibits highly 

effective use of materials; 
expresses a high level of 
confidence in the materials 
used, presentation is clean and 
professional 

Student work includes a full and 
rich balance of various visual 
elements which reflects highly 
developed sense of 
composition; synthesizes key 
concepts, ideas, and theories to 
enhance work/project 

2 = Minimum competency Student work shows some 
understanding between the 
materials/medium employed, 
but there appears to be some 
inconsistencies in application; 
some effort at organization; 
presentation is generally clean 

Some synthesis of concepts, 
ideas, and theories, but may not 
demonstrate full awareness of 
choices. Exploration of ideas 
reveals gaps and 
inconsistencies.  

1 = Needs improvement Use of materials in student work 
is ineffective—may be simplistic 
or sloppy; appears to lack 
control of media or materials; 
exhibits a lack of confidence; 
very poor presentation (i.e. 
damaged paper, fingerprints, 
etc) 

Demonstrates little or no 
understanding of concepts, 
ideas, and theories. Does not 
demonstrate a conceptual 
understanding of work/project. 

 

  



  

Course 

Program Learning Outcome 2:   Creatively and critically analyze the visual arts 
Students can orally critique 

visual works using 
knowledge of technique, 

historical context, and other 
critical concepts 

Students can articulate and 
analyze the larger 

development of visual arts in 
the contemporary 

mainstream and/or the 
contemporary movements in 

art 

Student can develop a portfolio 
(range of work) that 

communicates a student’s 
methodology, artistic 
philosophies, and an 

understanding of technique and 
other critical concepts 

ART 100 I I I 
ART 112 

(Digital 
Media) 

I, D I, D I, D 

ART 121 I, D I, D I, D 
ART 122 I, D I, D I, D 
ART 123 I, D I, D I, D 
ART 124 I, D I, D I, D 
ART 199, 
194 or 
235,  

I, D I, D I, D 

ART 215, 
216, 221 
& 222 

I, D I, D I, D 

ART 300, 
301, 308, 
312 

D D D 

ART 315,  
316, 317, 
321, 335 

D, M D, M D, M 

ART 475 & 
475L 
(Digital 
Media) 

D D D 

ART 399 & 
394 

D, M D, M D., M 

 

  



Rubric for PLO 2 (use in assessing the oral critique) 

3 = Highly developed Student offers highly engaging discussion of a visual work or 
presentation using highly informed vocabulary that reflects the 
student’s understanding of art history, technique, and other key 
concepts. 

2 = Minimum competency Student exhibits trouble articulating a critique of a work; concepts such 
as technique, medium, historical moment, etc., are only minimally used. 

1 = Needs improvement No comments offered or student offers a basic, emotional response to a 
work (“I like it” or “I just don’t like it”). 

 

  

Course 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Articulate how the history of world cultures and art are expressions of 
cultural heritage; articulates a comprehensive understanding of art 

Student can explain 
how major works of 

art reflect their 
historical and 

cultural context 
within diverse 

global traditions 
from prehistory to 
our present time. 

Students can 
analyze works of art 

for influences of 
past, present, and 
regional currents, 
and to interpret 
content within 

cultural context, 
including materials 
and techniques of 
diverse traditions. 

Student can construct 
an interpretation of a 
work of art vis-à-vis 

international, historical 
political, and/or social 

contexts. 

Student can 
synthesize research in 
a properly formatted 
thesis-driven essay 
that makes use of a 

standard 
bibliography, 
summaries 

(paraphrase) of 
information, direct 
quotes, and proper 

citations. 

GE RUBRICS FOR 
INFORMATION 

LITERACY & WRITTEN 
COMMUNICATION 

ART 100 I I I I 
ART 175 I, D I, D I I, D 
ART 176 I, D I, D I I, D 
ART 320 D D, M I, D D, M 
ART 360 D, M D, M I, D D, M 
ART 370 D, M D, M D, M D, M 
ART 374 D, M D, M I, D D, M 
ART 375 D, M D, M I, D D, M 
ART 380 D, M D, M D, M D, M 
ART 381 D, M D, M D, M D, M 
ART 385 D, M D, M D, M D, M 
ART 392 D, M D, M D, M D, M 

  



Rubric for PLO 3 (Art History) 

3 = Highly developed Student can identify a 
range of major works of 
art per appropriate 
cultural & historical 
context, describe and 
explain characteristics 
reflective of time and 
location; student 
explanation offers unique 
insight into the work or 
works being described 

Student constructs an in-
depth analysis of a work 
or series of works that 
connects to an 
understanding of past, 
present, and regional 
contexts; student analysis 
offers unique insight into 
the use of materials and 
techniques 

Student constructs a 
unique and/or extensive 
interpretation of a work 
of art that pulls together  
an understanding of 
multiple contexts--
international, historical 
political, economic, social, 
religious, etc. 

2 = Minimum competency Student can identify a 
work or most major works 
of art in cultural & 
historical context; student 
can describe and explain 
basic characteristics 
reflective of time and 
location. 

Students can analyze 
works of art for influences 
of past, present, and 
regional currents; student 
interprets content within 
the work(s)’ cultural 
context, including 
materials and techniques 
of diverse traditions 

Student can construct a 
basic interpretation of a 
work of art vis-à-vis a 
limited understanding of 
international, historical 
political, or social contexts  

1 = Needs improvement Student cannot identify 
works of art for date, 
location or 
civilization/culture; 
student may misidentify 
work(s) and/or present 
false assumptions of 
cultural and/or historical 
contexts 

Student cannot make 
connections between a 
work or series of works 
with past, present, or 
regional contexts; student 
seems unfamiliar with the 
techniques or traditions 
embodies in the work(s) 

Student cannot construct 
an interpretation while 
synthesizing socio-
political contexts 
(including regional and 
religious); student 
interpretation of a work is 
devoid of any content 
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