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Program Learning Outcomes for Administration of Justice 
 
PLO 1: Demonstrate skills and training related to the administration of justice that supplement, 
not duplicate, police academy or equivalent training.   
 

• Police Report 
• Legal brief 
• Policy analysis 

 
PLO 2: Demonstrate leadership skills appropriate for mid-level and higher positions in 
agencies associated with the administration of justice. 
 

• Internship  
 
PLO 3: Demonstrate knowledge of the political, legal, and administrative contexts that 
influence the administration of justice. EMBEDDED TESTS 
 

• Demonstrate knowledge of criminal justice institutions and processes in the US. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of current criminal justice issues and crime policies in the US. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of how Hawaiian and Pacific Island histories and cultures 

influence local community concerns and interests in Hawaii. 
 
PLO 4: Articulate a comprehensive understanding of the administration of justice from social 
science-based perspectives. (Can incorporate a wide range of interdisciplinary tests into an 
analysis of crime, institutions, laws, policies, etc.) PROGRAM RUBIC (SEE BELOW) 
Recommended alternative: student survey in interdisciplinarity 
 
PLO 5: Use appropriate quantitative and qualitative methods to analyze policies, procedures, and 
programs related to the administration of justice. RUBRIC FOR SURVEY DESIGN 
 
PLO 6: Communicate knowledge effectively in written and verbal forms.  GE RUBRIC FOR 
WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMUNCATION 
 
PLO 7: Explain, apply, and critically evaluate historical and contemporary theories of crime and 
criminal behavior.  PROGRAM RUBRIC (SEE BELOW) 
 
PLO 8: Identify macro- and micro-level conditions that contribute to bias, inequality, and 
discrimination in the US criminal justice system.  EMBEDDED TESTS 
 
PLO 9:  Explain, apply, and critically evaluate relevant theories, concepts, and approaches that 
enhance and promote diversity and equity in the administration of justice. PROGRAM RUBRIC 
(SEE BELOW) 
 

https://oiep.cofc.edu/documents/surveys/survey-desing-rubric.pdf


 

 

Curriculum Matrix 
I: Initial; E: Emerging; D: Developed: M: Mastery 
 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (CORE) AJ 101 
POLS 
321 

AJ/POLS 
322 

AJ/POLS 
323 

POLS/SOC 
324 POLS 360 

POLS 
361 AJ 380 

AJ 
470   

Demonstrate skills and training related to the administration 
of justice that supplement, not duplicate, police academy or 
equivalent training. I D D D D D D D M   
Demonstrate leadership skills appropriate for mid-level and 
higher positions in agencies associated with the 
administration of justice. I E E E E D D E M   
Demonstrate knowledge of the political, legal, and 
administrative contexts that influence the administration of 
justice. I D D D D D D E M   
Articulate a comprehensive understanding of the 
administration of justice from social science-based 
perspectives. (Can incorporate a wide range of 
interdisciplinary tests into an analysis of crime, institutions, 
laws, policies, etc.) I D D D D E E D M   
Use appropriate quantitative and qualitative methods to 
analyze policies, procedures, and programs related to the 
administration of justice. I E E E E E E D M   
Communicate knowledge effectively in written and verbal 
forms. I E E E E E E D M   

                      

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (BLOCK 1) 
POLS 
321 

AJ/POLS 
322 

AJ/POLS 
323 

POLS/SOC 
326 POLS 328 POLS 320 

HIST 
471 

SOC 
365     

Explain, apply, and critically evaluate historical and 
contemporary theories of crime and criminal behavior. E E E D E E E D     
Demonstrate knowledge of criminal justice institutions and 
processes in the US. D D D E E D D D     
Demonstrate knowledge of current criminal justice issues and 
crime policies in the US. E E E D E E E D     

                      

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES (BLOCK 2) 
HIST 
333 PSY 322 PSY 323 PSY 360 POLS 327 POLS 337 

POLS 
332 

PHIL 
393 

SOC 
310 

SOC 
320 

Demonstrate knowledge of how Hawaiian and Pacific Island D E E E E D E E E E 



 

 

 
 
Rubrics: 
 
1.  Police report:  https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=Z659XC&sp=true 
2.  Police report:  http://www.uhstitans.com/_cache/files/b/a/ba370201-ada0-4d9e-8145-
1d8b8ef7ef87/54F5E9928957D7D70A6C11A9D891975E.report-writing-rubric.pdf  
 
3.  Legal brief:  https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?sp=yes&code=Y376BC& 
4.  Surveys: https://oiep.cofc.edu/documents/surveys/survey-desing-rubric.pdf  
 
Sample Rubrics for PLOs 1 & 5 

histories and cultures influence local community concerns and 
interests in Hawaii. 
Identify macro- and micro-level conditions that contribute to 
bias, inequality, and discrimination in the US criminal justice 
system. E E E E D D D D D D 
Explain, apply, and critically evaluate relevant theories, 
concepts, and approaches that enhance and promote diversity 
and equity in the administration of justice. D D D D D D D D D D 

 CRIME REPORT SAMPLE 
RUBRIC 

LEGAL BRIEF SAMPLE RUBRIC SURVEY DESIGN SAMPLE RUBRIC POLICY ANALYSIS SAMPLE RUBRIC 

3—ADVANCED Crime reports 
demonstrate a high level 
of thought, present 
complex ideas clearly 
expressed in writing, and 
exceed a basic 
understanding of the 
importance of an accurate 
police report. 

Legal brief identifies key 
components of the case and the 
official opinion of the court in the 
correct format; presents 
complete summation with 
correct restatement of the issue 
and rule; includes all relevant 
facts and the reasoning logically 
connects the facts to the rule in 
accord with the official opinion of 
the court; and properly identifies 
the justices that wrote concurring 
and dissenting opinions and gave 
examples of each of the opinions. 
 

Survey purpose is clearly stated and 
clearly addresses a particular 
outcome or assessment goal; 
survey project presents an 
appropriate timeline and, as 
relevant, utilizes a pilot test and 
sampling techniques; questions are 
very clear and respondent would 
not have to ask for clarification; 
survey questions are 
methodologically sound, clearly 
aligned with survey goal, and are 
structured appropriately.  

 

Existing policy/problem is thoroughly 
described, including policy history and 
stakeholders; ideas are expressed 
clearly using appropriate vocabulary; 
analysis is focused and well organized 
and the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the current policy is clearly assessed, 
including a cost-benefit analysis of the 
current policy and alternative policies.  

https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=Z659XC&sp=true
http://www.uhstitans.com/_cache/files/b/a/ba370201-ada0-4d9e-8145-1d8b8ef7ef87/54F5E9928957D7D70A6C11A9D891975E.report-writing-rubric.pdf
http://www.uhstitans.com/_cache/files/b/a/ba370201-ada0-4d9e-8145-1d8b8ef7ef87/54F5E9928957D7D70A6C11A9D891975E.report-writing-rubric.pdf
https://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?sp=yes&code=Y376BC&
https://oiep.cofc.edu/documents/surveys/survey-desing-rubric.pdf


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2—COMPETENT Crime reports 
demonstrate a basic level 
of thought, present 
complex ideas expressed 
in writing but needing 
some clarification, and 
offer a basic 
understanding of the 
importance of an accurate 
police report. 

Legal brief identifies key 
components of the case and 
the official opinion of the 
court, but in an incorrect 
format; presents partially 
complete summation but 
correct restatement of the 
issue; includes some 
relevant facts but reasoning 
is weak while still cogent 
and according with the 
official opinion of the court; 
properly identifies the 
justices that wrote 
concurring and dissenting 
opinions, but does not 
provide examples of each 
opinion. 

Survey purpose is stated but does 
not clearly address a particular 
outcome or assessment goal; 
survey project presents an 
appropriate timeline, but does not 
consider a pilot test or sampling 
techniques; questions are clear, but 
a respondent might have to ask for 
clarification; survey questions are 
methodologically sound and 
structured appropriately, but not 
clearly aligned with the survey goal. 

 

Existing policy/problem is described, 
including policy history and 
stakeholders; ideas are expressed with 
reasonable clarity; analysis is 
adequately focused and organized, but 
does not clearly assess the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the current policy; 
includes a cost-benefit analysis of the 
current policy, but offers minimal 
analysis of alternative policies. 

1—BEGINNING  Crime reports are 
simplistic and offer 
surface-level 
interpretation of the topic. 

Legal brief identifies some 
components of the case, but fails 
to identify the opinion of the 
court and does not use the 
correct format; summation is 
incomplete or incorrect; includes 
some relevant facts but the 
reasoning is absent or not in 
accord with the official opinion of 
the court; fails to properly 
identify the concurring and 
dissenting opinions. 

Survey purpose is vaguely stated 
and not linked to a particular 
outcome or assessment goal; 
survey project does not present an 
appropriate timeline or consider a 
pilot test or sampling techniques; 
questions are unclear and 
respondent would have to ask for 
clarification; survey does not follow 
appropriate methodology, is not 
aligned with survey goal, and has 
issues with its structure.  

 

 

Existing policy/problem is vaguely 
described and does not include policy 
history and/or stakeholders; ideas are 
not clearly expressed; analysis is 
unfocused and poorly organized, does 
not assess the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the current policy, and 
does not include a cost-benefit analysis 
of the current policy or analysis of 
alternative policies. 



 

 

 
 
Rubric for PLO 4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

3—ADVANCED Student incorporates a wide array of different but interdisciplinary 
related texts into an analysis of crime, institutions, laws, policies, etc. 
 

2—COMPETENT Student incorporates a minimum of three (3) different but 
interdisciplinary related texts into an analysis of crime, institutions, 
laws, policies, etc. 
 

1—BEGINNING  Student can only incorporate class materials 



 

 

Rubric for PLOs 7 & 9 

 
 

3—ADVANCED Student exceeds basic explanation, application, and critical evaluation 
of historical and contemporary theories of crime and criminal behavior 
in a written analysis. 

Student exceeds basic explanation, application, and critical evaluation 
of relevant theories, concepts, and approaches that enhance and 
promote diversity and equity in the administration of justice in a 
written analysis. 

2—COMPETENT Student can basically explain, apply, and critically evaluate historical 
and contemporary theories of crime and criminal behavior in a written 
analysis 

Student can basically explain, apply, and critically evaluate 
relevant theories, concepts, and approaches that enhance and 
promote diversity and equity in the administration of justice in a 
written analysis 
 
 

1—BEGINNING  Student cannot basically explain, apply, and critically evaluate historical 
and contemporary theories of crime and criminal behavior in a written 
analysis. 

Student cannot basically explain, apply, and critically evaluate relevant 
theories, concepts, and approaches that enhance and promote 
diversity and equity in the administration of justice in a written 
analysis. 
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