
     

                 

          

 

  

                
                

  

                

                    
                   

              

  

  

                  

          
                  

              

            
                 

              

       
              

                

   
                    
                 

      
            
         

                 

 

  

                
              

                
                   

               

 

Reader Observations for Art 300 

Three separate readers were assigned to review all of the responses for the course. The following are 
what each considers the most important statements made by students: 

Reader 1: 

For the students that took active roles in clubs, RISOs and co-curricular activities in general the 
consensus is they have benefitted from the activities and it contributed to their understanding of self, 
and multiculturalism. 

For the most part the students identified learning about Hawaiian culture as learning about diversity. 
They were not always in agreement that it was taught in class, it seemed to depend in part on the 
course and instructor and if they were local residents or transfer students. What I do think was evident 
is that there are opportunities to learn cross-culturally; group projects and internships and the 
co-curricular activities. 

Major observations: 

● One student does not recall what HPP or GCC courses are (senior) “I might have taken some HPP 
or GCC courses but don’t remember what they are”. 

● Another senior is not aware of taken HPP or GCC courses, “may have taken courses it’s on my 
transcript G.E. Many students do the required courses but don’t really understand why”. The 
same student felt that the Art department is underrepresented and not divers. 

● In all of these classes I was exposed to multiculturalism and a vast diversity of people and 
beliefs….The active resources on campus that we are exposed to which relate to Hawaiian 
culture and history are rich and plentiful. 

● Alumni art major and Japanese minor student mentioned an internship (Art 399V Internship at 
East Hawaii Cultural Center) and was exposed to different types of art, cultures and people in 
the community. 

● One student took BIOL 275 and has no idea why it counted as GCC. This student had wanted to 
take acting (DRAM 222) and thought that this would qualify as a GCC course and was confused 
why a microbiology course was GCC. 

● An older (63) non-traditional student mentioned working together on collaborative art projects 
for class contributing to learning more about other cultures. 

● One student listed courses taken to fulfill HPP or GCC but then answered N/A to all questions 

Reader 2: 

This set of surveys shared a broader array of courses (GE and Non-GE Hawaiian Studies, Anthropology, 
Performing Arts, Administrative Justice, Linguistics, and English courses) that provided a sense of place, 
humanity, others and self. Similar to the first batch, if students participated in co-curricular activities, 
these also provided a sense of place, humanity, others and self. I did notice when selecting quotes that 
there were few surveys from male students so my quotes were all from female students. 



       

                    

                  
                  

                   

                     
                     

     

  

       

                   

                   
     

                
 

                  
                

                

     

       

                 
              

               

      
                

                 

      

       

             
                

             

              
 

               

                 

             

 

 

Female 24 Major: Art Minor: Japanese Studies 

Most striking statement by a student: "I believe the GCC and HPP classes that I have taken at UH Hilo 
have helped me develop in these areas. Iʻve had the opportunity to learn of Hawaii's uniqueness and 
how its affected immigrants to the islands. The classes Iʻve taken also educated my in both diversity and 
multiculturalism. A lot of people of different cultures often take these classes so while we learn about a 
new or unfamiliar culture - we are also given the chance to learn from our peers as well. Even through 
the internship that I was involved in, I was exposed to different types of art, cultures, people in our local 
community and nationally as well." 

Reader 3: 

Most notable student quotes regarding GE: 

● The Hawaiian classes helped me with all of the above, but I have no idea why BIOL 275 counted 
as GCC. I wanted to take Acting (DRAM 222 I think)…but it was not approved as GCC, while for 
some reason Microbiology lecture was. 

● I’ve had the opportunity to learn of Hawaii’s uniqueness and how its affected immigrants to the 
islands 

● I have taken courses that focused on the plants and animals of Hawaii, the music of Hawaii, kapa 
making, and learning about the Emu (Imu*)…Through my experiences at UH Hilo I have found a 
sense of identity. I am open and comfortable learning and experiencing new things that relate to 
different perspectives of the world 

Most notable student quotes regarding the major: 

● Art-making helps with all above…Could do more sense of place if we did more Hawaiian art. 
● All art history courses…are a survey of different cultures, people, communities, eras, and their 

arts. This helps us to engage in thinking multiculturally and the material is always representing 
the diversity of humans through history 

● My art history course has introduced me to other countries and their history, art and cultures. 
I’ve learned a lot about myself and my goals by going back to college at age 63. 

Most notable quotes regarding student services: 

● Counseling can help, depending on the counselor 
● I’ve been fortunate to have studied abroad internationally and…had a hand in running/assisting 

clubs in both UH Hilo and at my international university. My club experience at home has 
allowed me to teach my culture to international students members and vice versa. 

● The RISO and extra-curricular activities attract the various ethnicities, but, no real cultural values 
shared. 

● I belong to the Student Art Association. We’ve installed art exhibits around the campus. This 
introduced me to people that work in other parts of the campus. Getting to know other art 
students better through the art club has introduced me to our diverse population… 



 

 

 

                     

           

               
               

  

              

              

  

Themes: 

Some good coming out of GE – they are learning more about the place they live, even if they are from 
here. (One student wondered why a BIOL 275 was considered GCC.) 

Some students report that class topics within their major are often connected to Hawaiian culture, 
including history, representations, and current events (e.g. TMT). Courses like Art History helps them to 
think broadly. 

Student Exchange and some campus clubs have been beneficial. (One student mentioned that while 
campus clubs and activities attract a variety of people, cultural values are not shared.) 



 

 


