
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alston Alika Albarado 
3434 Wela St. Unit B 
Honolulu, HI 96815 

December 1, 2020 

Chancellor Bonnie Irwin & Vice Chancellor Kristen Roney 
Office of the Chancellor 
University of Hawaii at Hilo 
200 W. Kawili St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 

Dear Chancellor and Vice Chancellor of UH Hilo, 

2020 has been one of the most difficult years for our world, full of uncertainty for our 
future. There are numerous negative viewpoints and perspectives to summarize how 
this year has unfolded, but I prefer to reflect on this year as one full of hope and 
inspiration. This year has truly been a time of reflection and finding the internal 
motivation to push through day by day. Amongst all the politics, a pandemic, and 
economic crisis, I know that one thing is for certain. The University of Hawaii at Hilo 
Performing Arts Department remains an essential program for our community. 

I graduated from the University of Hawaii at Hilo in 2014 with my Bachelor of Arts in 
Performing Arts with an emphasis in Drama. A year later, I started graduate school 
where I later received my Master of Fine Arts in Theatre for Young Audiences with an 
emphasis in Acting from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Once I discovered theatre, I 
knew that I had to have the artform in my life. The adrenaline rush of performing, the 
creative liberties of creating art, and the retelling of vital stories for others are just some 
of the reasons I continue to integrate theatre into my life to this day. More importantly, 
theatre and Performing Arts in general have helped me become a better person in life. I 
have always been a shy and introverted individual, shaking with fear at the idea of 
public speaking and avoiding socialization with everyone around me. The Performing 
Arts have allowed me to break out of my shell and aid me in finding ways to navigate 
through my internalized fears and overall shyness towards the world. 

I honestly do not know what I would have done after graduating high school if it was not 
for the Performing Arts, and if it was not for the department at the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo. As you know, college is an expensive yet fulfilling investment for one’s future. I 
came from a financially lower-class family, but knew that I wanted to go to college and 
pursue my passion. I knew exactly what school I wanted to attend and what degree I 
wanted to pursue among discovering the university within my hometown had these 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

offerings available. More specifically, I knew that I could go to school and find the 
financial support to allow me to do so. Having a program like this in our community 
allows our local Hawaiian people to create their art while remaining home, for whatever 
reasons they need to do so. This is especially important during this year, with many 
families suffering and the economy fighting to stay afloat through the pandemic. This 
program gave me the opportunity to go to college, as I know it will allow many other 
artistic local individuals to do so as well. 

Beyond the finances, attending the University of Hawaii at Hilo and going through the 
Department of Performing Arts program was one of the most influential moments of my 
life. The faculty of that department, the other students in the program, and the outpour 
of art radiating from that department, all intertwine together in beautiful harmony. We, 
as people and human beings, need art in our lives. The Performing Arts gives people an 
outlet to express themself by building a community, recreating life, and channeling 
emotions in a safe and confined fashion. Artists are even finding ways to express 
themselves through this pandemic, with Zoom Theatre and livestream performances 
popping up all over the world. 

2020 is coming to a close and 2021 is about to begin. What would our future look like 
without art? Without creativity? Without inspiration? Without hope? The University of 
Hawaii at Hilo Performing Arts Department is important for our local community and 
for the betterment of our future. Support the arts. 

Mahalo, 

Alston Alika Albarado 



  
   

 
 

 
          

           
       

 
           

            
            

           
           

     
 

         
            

          
           

       
 

 
          

        
        

           
           

          
        

          
 

        
           

            
   

 
  

 
  

 
	

Chancellor Bonnie Irwin 
Vice Chancellor Kristen Roney 

Dear Chancellors: 

I am writing this letter to express my deep appreciation for the UH Hilo 
Department of Performing Arts, and to strongly encourage the University to 
continue its financial and academic support of this important department. 

During this pandemic, it has become apparent to me that the absence of 
performance arts at the University is the largest and most depressing hole in my 
husband’s and my daily lives. We are living for a return to normal that includes 
UH. We have been season ticket holders for the full UH season for eleven 
straight years now. We attend everything! We also support the Department with 
an additional contribution yearly. 

Equally important to us is our 11 year membership in the Hilo Community 
Chorus. For four of those years I was the president of the chorus, and having the 
University support the chorus with a high-quality weekly rehearsal venue is a 
benefit that cannot be quantified. In addition, having the occasional participation 
of your students and faculty as performers has greatly contributed to our overall 
efforts. 

The other benefit which the University has afforded us is the joy of watching your 
students grow and develop as performers over the course of their university 
careers. Whether it’s been watching beginning dancers go from freshmen to 
seniors in Great Leaps, or timid young actors go from bit parts to starring roles on 
stage, or singers go from the chorus to soloists, it’s all been wonderful for us, the 
audience. We have seen your students go on to New York City and other 
fabulous training opportunities as a result of their educations at UH. It is so 
critical that our Big Island youth continue to have this training ground! 

Thank you for this opportunity to express my support for all that your students, 
faculty and administration do for our Hilo community. If I may provide any 
additional information or support in any way possible, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 

Warmest regards, 

Carol Conner 
Kea’au, HI 



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	  

	

Aloha, 

My name is Sarah Dunaway, I am a UH Hilo Alumni from Hilo, and I am a part of this community 
to make a difference in the life of	 another	 person including the youth. I graduated with a BA in 
Performing Arts Dance	 and a	 SC in Educational Studies. When I attended UH Hilo, I had the 
slightest clue as	 to who I was, what my purpose in life was, or what I was	 passionate about, but 
thanks to the Performing Arts Dance Department	 I was able to figure that	 out. According to the 
mission statement from	 Faith Dances LLC., a business that I have founded and created 3 years 
ago, “To provide	 the	 youth with a	 fun, healthy, and productive	 environment. To inspire	 and 
challenge their creative minds	 and bodies. We challenge and prepare each child to be a positive 
agent of change and	 to	 touch	 hearts of those around	 them. To	 increase the attitudes of the 
youth, we value charity, hard work, laughter, family, and responsibility.”	 This statement is what 
UH	 Hilo performing arts have taught me and instilled within my mind and soul, and what I hope 
to do for	 those around me. 

From my experience	 in the	 Dance	 department as a	 student, I was challenged to reach my 
highest potential both	 academically and	 creatively. Kea Kapahua, Celeste Staton, and	 Annie 
Bunker have allowed	 me to	 become a student who excelled, and a teacher who found a passion 
to make a difference in the lives of	 the youth. As a Preschool Teacher	 at	 the YWCA and the Lead 
Dance Teacher (instructor)/Owner of Faith Dances LLC. I have been given the opportunity to be 
a	 living 	example 	of 	someone 	who 	was 	lost, 	confused, 	and 	questioned 	every 	part 	of 	her 	existence 
to someone who found her	 purpose, passion, and motivation in life. 

“A’ohe pau ka ‘ike I ka hālau ho’okahi”	 meaning	 “One learns from many	 sources”. This is part of 
the mission statement	 for	 UH Hilo and it	 means the world to me. If	 I was only capable of	 
learning 	from 	myself 	I	would 	not 	be 	where 	I	am 	today.	I	have 	to 	thank 	and 	give 	my 	full	support 
to the UH Hilo Performing Arts Department faculty, staff, students, and sponsors who have	 not 
given up on me, and who have	 pushed and supported me	 throughout my	 years at UH Hilo till 
now. The second	 part of the mission	 statement of UH Hilo	 is, “the purpose of our university 
‘ohana 	(family) 	is 	to 	challenge 	students 	to 	reach 	their 	highest 	level 	of 	academic 	achievement 	by 
inspiring 	learning, 	discovery 	and 	creativity 	inside 	and 	outside 	the 	classroom.	Our 	Kuleana 
(responsibility)	 is to improve the quality of	 life of	 the people	 of Hawai’i, the	 Pacific region and 
the world.” 



November 30, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am Emeritus faculty who taught in the sciences at UH Hilo for more than 33 
years, including a three year appointment as Assistant Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences and seven years as the Chair of the Natural Sciences 
Division. Sadly, because of the current pandemic, the University now faces the 
most difficult fiscal challenge in its modern history and, as a result, programs 
across the spectrum are being evaluated. 

In that regard, I write to urge you to continue support for the Performing Arts at 
UH Hilo, especially dance. Performing Arts is one of the core disciplines of 
liberal arts institutions around the country. At UH Hilo, it also honors and 
supports an important component of the host culture of these islands. 
Importantly, Performing Arts connects the community to the University: 
emotionally, spiritually, and economically. 

While I personally would like to see all aspects of the Performing Arts flourish at 
UH Hilo, I understand that may not be possible. In my mind, one discipline that 
should absolutely get continued support is dance. Dance, in addition to being 
entertaining and beautiful, develops in its participants physical fitness, athletic 
coordination, cogitative skill, and emotional satisfaction. It is sufficiently difficult 
that, for all but a very few, it must be learned in a classroom/dance studio 
environment. Please ... provide continued support for dance in UH Hilo's 
Performing Arts Department. Thank you for considering my remarks. 

"iliA~.LHaliaCher . 
Professor Emeritus 
Biology 



                                               
               

                            

                                                                              

 
  

       

  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

    

   

 

  

 

     

 

  

     

   

     

 

      

      

  

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

   

 

  

Jacquelyn Pualani Johnson Professor Emerita 
549 Akalei Place puahiloone808@gmail.com 

Hilo, Hawai’i 96720 (Home) 808-959-7826 

(Cell) 808-937-6600 

December 1, 2020 

Bonnie D. Irwin, Chancellor 

University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo 

Kris Roney, Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 

University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo 

Aloha kākou....and may I take this opportunity to say ʻAnoʻai....Welcome to Hilo. 

I am writing in support of the performing arts at UH Hilo.  I am moved to do so after retiring in 2017, 

following 38 years of service, first as the instructor/theatre manager of the UHH Theatre/Auditorium 

and ending as the full professor of Drama and the Performing Arts Department Chair for a number of 

years. 

I intentionally use “the” in explaining my position because I was hired to build a drama program in 

1979, and I did so as the sole drama instructor.  Occasionally lecturers were brought into the fold to 

provide specialized instruction, but for the majority of my time at UHH, I taught all the drama courses 

and directed the majority of stage productions. 

That overview is given to provide a context for the specifics I wish to share. No doubt you will find this 

letter to be long-winded.  E kala mai, please excuse me for that, but I feel it is important to etch the 

colorful history of drama i kēia moku puni o Hawaiʻi nei, on our island. 

This homage--or tome, as you might decide to dub it!—is offered at a time when the Covid pandemic 

threatens to curtail programs that are essential to the spirit of our land and people. It feels pono to revisit 

the stories of those who built our performing arts culture in the last few decades. They happen to cover 

a wide range of backgrounds: performing arts majors, students of other majors who participated in 

performance classes, UHH faculty and staff, and a mélange of community members. They have in 

common the fact that they used the performing arts at UH Hilo as a stepping stone to contribute 

personally and professionally to our community, our pae ʻaina o Hawaiʻi nei, and the world beyond. 

I grew up in a Hilo that had a dearth of drama activities.  True, the Hilo Community Players had been 

active since 1938, but a limited amount of people participated, mostly amateur actors and directors who 

had moved to Hilo from elsewhere. Very few local folks ventured to the performances as audience, let 

alone participated onstage or backstage. 

Fortunately for me, my high school, St. Josephʻs, provided two opportunities for me to perform that 

helped codify my interest in drama. Moreover, my musical mentor opened doors for me to perform in 

the high school choir and in the community group, Sing Out Hilo.  I knew early on that the stage 

beckoned. 

mailto:puahiloone808@gmail.com
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Leap forward seven years to my return to Hilo following earning my B.A. and M.A. in Theatre at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder. Once back home, I started the summer Shakespeare production under 

the banyan tree in Kalākaua Park, fashioned after CUʻs festival. It is in its 43rd year.  

Two years after returning home, I was hired to run the newly-opened, 1.6 million dollar facility at UHH. 

A committee of senior male faculty took the risk of hiring me--a young woman, aged 26--for my dream 

job in my home town.....and that dream held true for the next 38 years. 

I committed myself to a two-fold plan: developing a drama program that would provide a solid training 

ground for actors and directors; and a commitment to reach out to the community I loved.  As “the only 

act in town,” the program had to be comprehensive enough to expose students to a wide array of 

theatrical genres and to ensure opportunities to act, sing, and dance –the “triple threat” required for 

success in the field. These goals would be predicated on strong academic programming backed up by 

vocal and physical training to produce actors, directors, and technicians who would graduate with years 

of practical experience on- and behind-stage. Hiloans would not be left out because their interests would 

be served in several ways, including a devoted effort to stage one production each year that featured 

Hawaiʻi and the Pacific. 

This solid foundation at UHH set a high bar in Hilo and, frankly, was infectious. Numbers of students 

interested in drama began to grow.  Audiences, too, grew exponentially.  Other drama programs started 

erupting island-wide, to the point where there are fifteen active, thriving educational and community 

theatre organizations on-island today. UHH started the ball rolling, embraced other efforts to build 

theatres, shared expertise and resources, and, basically served as the Mother Ship to satellites established 

in Hilo, Keaʻau, Pāhoa, Kealakehe, Waimea, Waikoloa, and Kona. A commitment was made to include 

drama i ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi and works emphasizing the growing body of local literature in Pidgin and 

standard English that celebrated our multi-cultural island life. 

It is important at this point to note that I actually NEVER was alone in building the drama program! It 

ALWAYS was a collaborative effort at UHH. Each production required a team that could include 

costume, scenery, lighting, and makeup designers; prop masters; makeup artists; choreographers; 

dramaturgs; publicists; stage managers; onstage crew members; publicity writers; concession workers; 

ticket sellers; ushers—a team that shared the vision, worked countless hours to build and perfect each 

aspect of the show, and could be credited with its outcome.  While a couple of staff members eventually 

were hired, the majority of those team members were students who gained extraordinary experience in 

the rudiments of theatre. 

Best of all, the theatre thrived on the philosophy that it served our Big Island community, so actors, 

dancers, musicians, and technicians outside the campus were welcomed and urged to participate and so 

they did: veteran actors from the community tromped through chorus lines with neophytes and 

showcased their savvy for the young ʻuns to observe and emulate. 

What has become of students who populated courses and tread the boards of the Performing Arts Center 

stage?  An impressive number of them have found success in the field in special ways. Do note: 

• Justina Mattos, a Hilo-raised, Hawaiian-speaking theatre practitioner who took over the tenure-

track drama position at UHH once I retired and continues to contribute to the vitality of the arts 

via the writing of children’s operas i ka ‘ōlelo Hawaiʻi; 
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• Ariana Bassett, a technical theatre student at UHH who had roots in the Hilo High School 

Performng Arts Learning Center (PALC), and is now professional staff as the resident designer 

at the UHH Performing Arts Center. 

• Michael Vought, the Liberal Studies/Drama UHH major who earned a Ph.D. in Theatre from 

the University of Utah and chairs the Drama Department at Westminster College in Salt Lake 

City; 

• Kauʻi Kaina Lauano, the first recipient of the M.A. in Hawaiian Theatre at UH Mānoa, who 

earned her B.A. in Performing Arts at UHH as an actress and dancer as well as a haumāna in 

Hawaiian Studies; she has taught in Hawaiian language immersion programs on Oʻahu and 

Hālau Kupukupu at Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi; 

• Elsa Dedman, the UHH Psychology major who was the National winner of the American 

College Theatre Festival Costuming Award in 1983, and is an Osteopath in Honolulu; 

• Heidi Vander Veer, an opera singer with her own studio in Monterey, California; 

• Cathy Helrich, Angela Mangano, Chris Ramos Storm Stafford, who earned Master Degrees 

in drama, or music and continue to work in libraries and schools; and direct and teach in various 

settings, as well as perform. 

• Renee Echavez, the actress/director/technician who earned a drama Masterʻs degree in 

California and directed and provided technical support for the Masquers Playhouse and Novato 

Theatre Company. 

• Kekoa Graham, who works in TV and film production at ʻŌlelo Community Media on Oʻahu. 

Others gained wide notoriety for their efforts on the stage: 

• Joshua Tavares, B.A. Performing Arts 2012, toured the nation in RENT in the lead role of 

Angel; many of his beloved ʻohana a me hoaaloha traveled to the Neil Blaisdell Concert Hall in 

Honolulu to watch his performance; during the pandemic he is teaching in Hawaiian language 

immersion and preparing auditions pieces for graduate work in acting; 

• Justin Chittams, B.A. in Performing Arts 2013, toured the world as a musician in the band 

Medicine for the People; 

• Leanne Carvalho toured the world with a Christian theatre troupe; 

• Felix Kuo, B.A. in Communication, made a national commercial from her new base in Los 

Angeles, competed on Master Chef, and has a regular Vice series. She was an actress and 

costumer at UH Hilo. 

• Pilialoha Nathaniel, B.A. Performing Arts, who acted in California and appeared at the Native 

Festival at the Public Theatre in New York City in The Conversion of Kaʻahumanu; she is a 

motivational speaker and real estate agent in New Jersey. 

A cadre of drama teachers at all levels of public education, K-12, with others running drama or music 

programs in private schools, came through the program, including: 

• Eric Stack, the Kamehameha Hawaiʻi Campus high school drama teacher who has taken his 

students to Edinburough to perform original Hawaiian operas; 
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• Kaʻiulani Lum Ho , the Kamehameha Middle School teacher of musical theatre who single-

handedly stages Broadway shows to culminate classroom learning; 

• Mike Dombroski, the technical director of the Lunalilo Auditorium on the campus in Keaʻau; 

• Nader Shihata, the electronic arts kumu teaching and creating digital media with all students on 

Kamehamehaʻs Lehua TV; 

• Carmen Richardson, the actress/dancer who earned her Ph.D. in Education and teaches at 

Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi yet still finds time to choreograph drama productions there. 

• Jacqueline Seaquist, the person in charge of the credit-bearing Performing Arts Center at Hilo 

High who holds a UHH English degree and appeared in UHH productions; 

• Heiki Matthews Wolf, the designer/technical director of the Hilo High Performing Arts Center 

who was the head student designer at UHH. 

• Michael Springer, a music major who became a DOE Music Resource Teacher and won the 

Hawaiʻi State Teacher of the Year in 2000, then was hired by Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi 
Campus to shape a choral music program; 

• Kim Kumano Springer, the music student who earned a degree in teaching and taught sixth 

grade at Kapiʻolani School for decades, continuing her role as percussionist in the Hawaiʻi 
County Band the entire time; 

• Reid & Jennifer Tsuji, Sandra Sewake Sato, the UHH music students who play for the 

Hawaiʻi County Band years after graduating from UHH; one of them is a public school teacher 

who has a chorus that performs yearly at the island-wide music festival; another just accepted a 

teaching job last year; 

• Micki Oshiro a UHH costumer and student director who earned an education degree and was a 

sixth-grade Waiākea Intermediate teacher who taught drama and initiated drama clubs and 

classes, fully staging anti-drug musicals that featured students and included cameos by school 

aldminstrators; 

• Hauʻolikeola Pakele, the Hawaiian Studies major who earned his teaching certificate, teaches 

kindergarten at Keaukaha School and continues to perform i ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi operas written by 

Dr. Justina Mattos; 

• Bernaldo Evangelista, the musician who teaches music and foreign languages at Kealakehe 

School in Kona; 

• Rehealiza Pira, the actress/director who returned to her Waikoloa school to assist with drama 

activities; 

• Kadmiel Rey, the actor/singer who was hired as a performing arts teacher on his home island, 

Saipan; 

• Apollo Harris, the UHH English major who worked as a backstage technician in the theatre and 

freelances as a technician in the community beyond his day job as a teacher at a school in Puna. 

• James Pono OʻConnor, the actor and UHH History major who interned as a teaching assistant 

at Keaʻau High Schoolʻs drama class last year. 
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• Morgan Cloud, the dancer/actor who holds a Master of Arts from London Contemporary Dance 

School and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance Theatre from the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, 

performed across the UK, USA, Germany, Russia, and other European countries and currently 

teaches at Performers College and Tring Park School for the Performing Arts. 

• Tory Nakamura, the actor/singer and UHH History major who teaches at Hilo Union School. 

Others who use their training in other venues and in other fashions include: 

• Roy Kaneko, the actor/singer who trained with Hālau Hula ʻO Kahikilaulani and was able to 

ʻuniki under Kumu Hula Ray Fonseca;  he continues to sing in the Hilo Community Chorus and 

has traveled to Carnegie Hall to perform with that group; 

• Randall Wung , the UHH Speech/Communication major who was a professional actor with the 

Honolulu Theatre for Youth and continues in the profession in the San Francisco/Berkley area, 

specializing in youth theatre/educational theatre in a museum setting; 

• Heather Cloud, the dancer/theatre technician who earned her Masterʻs degree in Theatre 

Management in New York City and is associate manager at Alchemy Production Group. 

• Dorene Tagudin, the actress who competed regionally at the American College Theatre Festival 

and is a speech therapist in Honolulu todayʻ 
• Glenn Fernandez, the Computer Science UHH major who is a freelance actor specializing in 

stage combat and choreographer for several Hilo Community Players summer Shakespeare 

productions; works in computer support at UH Hilo, including media support for recent 

Performing Arts movie, MOORE: A Pacific Othello; 

• John Orman Turner, a backstage student technician who worked for years in the theatre then 

found union work as a stage technician in Alaska; 

• YuShin Chen, an international student who took Acting Shakespeare and now works out of 

Taiwan on international commercials, traveling the worldʻs exotic sites to utilize unique 

locations; 

• Lilinoe Kauahikaua, the actress/singer who is earning her Masterʻs Degree in Social Work at 

UH Mānoa, focusing on issues in the Native Hawaiian community; 

• Chikako Omoso, the student from Japan who earned her B.A. in Performing Arts at UH Hilo, 

then her M.F.A. in Lighting Design from UH Mānoa and now works as a professional lighting 

technician in and around Tokyo; 

• Nick Brousseau, Luke Koehn, voice and film actors in Los Angeles who act and write for indy 

films; 

• Lisa Chaly, an actress/singer/photographer in Honolulu who works with a music company and 

teaches yoga; 

• Nicole Gaskill, a lighting technician who was a dancer at UHH and learned her craft as a student 

technician then toured the world lighting a dance company; 

• Nicole Cowan, an actress/director who is the president of a womanʻs theatre group on Kauaʻi; 
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• Theresa Paopao, the student technician who studied further at Yale School of Drama and served 

as a stage manager for major productions on the East Coast of the United States; 

• Ray Campainha, a speech/communications major who discovered beginning acting in his final 

years of study at UHH and landed a role as a company member of the Honolulu Theatre for 

Youth; 

• Alston Albarado, an actor/director for UHH, and the Hilo Community Players first digital 

offering for Kid Shakes during the pandemic who earned his M.A. at UH Mānoa who appears 

regularly in productions on Oʻahu; 
• Dr. Rachel Klein, the President of the Hilo Community Players who directs and performs with 

the group, as well as serves the community as a chiropractor; 

• Joy Pollard, an astonomy technician who began by learning technical theatre, then segued to 

technical training for observatories; 

• Jennie Goya Kaneshiro, an actress/musician who is a professional entertainer in Hilo and 

working with NexTech STEM, Hawaii STEM Community Care on the Keiki Heroes project to 

prevent Covid spread; 

• Emily Peavy, the ʻImiloa Planetarium staff member who runs the shows in the facility and took 

an array of drama classes and appeared in main stage performances throughout her 

undergraduate studies, earned her M.Ed. from UH and had her masterʻs thesis published int he 

Planetarian Journal of the International Planetarium Society; 

• Leah Wilson, Justine Thompson, actresses and a costumer/makeup designer who undertook 

acting and directing for the Hilo Community Players Shakespeare productions and Kid Shakes 

summer offerings; 

• Mimi Tincher, actress/director at UHH who taught elementary school and freelanced as a 

childrenʻs theatre instructor and director, as well as the director of Kid Shakes for the Hilo 

Community Players; now teaching in California. 

• Kimo Apaka, a radio personality in Hilo who continues to act at UHH and formed an 

independent theatre company which produces yearly plays that are open to the community; 

• Tina Rizzo, the Native American UHH student director who worked as a production assistant on 

films then became a child advocate for Native children in the California court system; 

• Laura Cushman, the acting student who became a lawyer and used her acting training to 

prepare for her career; 

• Kawa Harijan, the student in the UHH teaching program who used the Drama In Education 

course to enhance his interest in using creative dramatics activities in the classroom. 

• Brian Unger, the actor who maintains a stand-up comedy career. 

• Gerdine Baas, an actress/makeup artist/costumer, taught drama at St. Josephʻs High School in 

Hilo and moved to Honolulu where she is a costumer; 

• Kimo Kimura, the actor/dancer who toured the world with the Bella Lewitzky Dance Company 

for eight years and is a doctor of chiropractic in private practice, emphasizing movement and 

health in Atlanta; danced at the Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia.  

• Elizabeth “Lizby” Logsdon, the UHH student costumer who has worked on movie productions 

in California and throughout the State of Hawaiʻi for several decades; 
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• Joel Savoie, a UHH Art major and stage technician at who found employment in the field with 

the Honolulu Theatre for Youth and the Diamond Head Theatre on O‘ahu; worked as a 

technician with ATTCO Theatre Supply and lives in Washington State, working as an 

Engineering Mananger at Seattle Marriott Bellevue. 

There also are UHH faculty and staff who participated in numerous drama and dance performances: 

• Professor Emeritus Kenith Simmons, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Professor of 

English; an actor and singer. 

• Dr. Ruth Robison, Psychometrist and Director of International Services, retired; a dancer and 

singer. 

• Dr. Norman Arancon, Associate Professor of Horticulture and Chair of Performing Arts for one 

year; an actor, singer, and dancer. 

• The late Dr. Martin Doudna, English Professor, who appeared in the title role of Willy Loman in 

UHHʻs Death of  a Salesman, whose daughters danced on the UHH stage in their youth, the 

eldest being 2020 Nobel Laureate Jennifer Doudna. 

Community members who participated in UHH productions found their place in national companies, 

notably Pedro Kaʻawaloa who toured the nation as the King in The King and I, just last year. He had 

appeared in lead roles in a number of UHH productions, then moved to New York City to seek his 

fortune. Community technician Charlotte McPherson served as a stage manager at UHH, then graduated 

from Pace University and interned on Broadway as a lighting designer. 

Several others, graduates of Hilo High Schoolʻs PALC program, did shows at our theatre, and 

matriculated to AMDA, the American Musical and Dramatic Academy in New York City. They live 

and work there to this day.  One, a Hilo dancer, is the director of the Covenant Ballet of Brooklyn. She 

brought her troupe home to the Performing Arts Center a few years ago to perform a moving tribute to 

the 442nd 100th Battalion of Nissei soldiers, which included her late father. 

Last, but never least, is the Waiākea High School drama teacher, Don Barnes, who appeared in a number 

of UHH productions, who invited UHH students to carry out drama workshops in his classroom, and 

helped costume a number of UHH shows. 

As you can see, this history is full of personal glimpses that attest to varied applications of training 

techniques. What is amazing is that those who are listed in this letter are the mere top percentage of 

those who chose the theatre and who flourished because of working in that setting. There are scores of 

others who did not continue in performing arts yet grew in confidence, imagination, organizational 

skills, and ensemble building (elsewhere called “team work”), appearing in performances, and putting 

themselves on the line each and every day as they explored their talents within the world of theatre. So 

many of them tested their mettle on the proverbial boards, then continued to do the same in the wider 

world. I reinforce the cliché: the world is a better place because of these theatre practitioners. 
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All of this brings me to one important point, often overworked, but utterly true: the arts are the soul of 

our community.  And I do mean the combined University/Hilo community, melded together as one 

entity in our philosophy. 

I hearken to the story I heard from a tour guide in China when I sang, performed oli and danced hula 

with the Kona Community Chorus many years ago, arranged by former Performing Arts Department 

Chair, Maestro Ken Staton. The guide was very clear in explaining that forces from elsewhere on the 

continent would descend on their Chinese foes and the first act of war was destroying the art and culture 

of the conquered people.  The intent was to break their spirits and destroy their souls. It gave the 

conquerers an unquestionable advantange. That truth has remained with me through the decades. When 

the arts are threatened today, the insight behind the guideʻs warning rises to the fore once again.  

I plea with you to open your minds to the need for the performing arts in the lives of students in a liberal 

arts college.  No better way to be come a “well-rounded” student exists than to celebrate humanity on 

stage by delving into the human story, and learning the skills to express that story with truth, emotion, 

style, vigor, and passion. I hope this compendium gives impetus to move forward in that direction. 

UH Hilo has benefited from the work and goodwill engendered by all the people who have been 

gathered into this written testament. I hope that the UH Hilo Performing Arts Department and the 

Performing Arts Center continue to serve our campus and our community, both as a facility and as a 

welcome place where self-discovery unquestionably reigns and everyone wins. 

‘O au me ka ‘o ia i’o, 

Jacquelyn Pualani Johnson 
Signed electronically 

Jacquelyn Pualani Johnson 

Professor Emerita 

Performing Arts Department 

University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo 

‘A‘ohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau ho‘okahi. One learns from many sources 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

   

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

   

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAVID IGE 
DR. CHRISTINA KISHIMOTO 

GOVERNOR 
SUPERINTENDENT 

KAINOA PALI 
LINDSAY BALL 

PRINCIPAL 
MAUI DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

Complex Area: Hana, Lahaina, 

State of Hawai’i Molokai, Lanai 

Department of Education 

Moloka’i Middle School 
P.O. Box 443 

Hoolehua, HI 96729 

November 30, 2020 

Dear Chancellor Bonnie Irwin and Vice Chancellor Kristen Roney: 

I am writing this letter in support of the Hilo Performing Arts Department with 
particular emphasis on the Dance Department led by Kea Kapahua. Our school was 
blessed with a visit by Kea and her team two years ago. The group not only performed a 
dance for our school, “The Hawaiian Nutcracker”, but also delivered workshops for all of 
our students exposing them to various forms of dance. Kea’s team also worked with 
groups of students who continued to show interest. These students gave a school wide 
performance at the conclusion of their visit. The student performance was a real eye 
opener for our staff as some of the students who participated were unexpected. For 
many, it was an opportunity to showcase a new skill and to come out of their “shell”. 

Exposure to the Arts is critical for our youth as it supports childhood development, 
improves critical thinking and problem solving, spatial awareness and so much more. 
Many public schools like ours have cut arts from its curricula and it is important for us 
to foster and maintain community partnerships. Please reconsider any possible budget 
cuts or suspensions. I realize that monies are tight with the impacts of Covid-19, 
however please prioritize the continuing education with the Hilo Performing Arts 
Department. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Mahalo, 

Mike Kahale 
Molokai Middle School 
Registrar/Student Activities Coordinator 
michael.kahale@k12.hi.us 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

mailto:michael.kahale@k12.hi.us


  

                 

 

                

      

                 

                 

                  

                       

          

                

           

               

        

                 

              

             

                   

         

                  

                 

          

 
 

  
 
	

Aloha, 

My name is Johana Kamelamela and I am a teacher at Waikoloa Elementary and MIddle school. I 

teach 6th grade Health and 7th grade Hawaiian History. I was also raised in Hilo. The reason why I 

expressed that I was raised in Hilo is because I want people to understand the connections the UH Arts 

programs have made in people's life. 

I grew up here in Hilo. I went to E.B deSilva school and my favorite memory is Christmas time. 

The reason is because the UH Hilo Arts programs would do the greatest Christmas plays and invite all the 

schools to come and see. They of course did other shows. I have seen all different types of plays from Peter 

Pan to a local one I love (but can’t remember the title) about the people you meet at Longs. All of these are 

memories that I cherish about going to school and made me appreciate the arts. 

Before Covid I talked to Kea Kapahua about bringing something like this back. How can I as a 

teacher, connect my students to the UH and the different programs they have to offer. Thinking about my 

childhood had me thinking about the arts programs and bringing students back to watch plays and other 

works from the Art department. I think it is also something we can still do (with social distancing of 

course) . With budget cuts on the horizon for many people (state and county) I think we need the UH Arts 

programs now more than ever. Schools are having to make tough choices and are cutting programs such as 

Drama and Art and these are programs that students need during this time. Bringing back a partnership 

with Hawaii Public school again to bring the arts back in the classroom would be great and I believe would 

help . Students will be going back to school soon and having a stronger connection with DOE teachers and 

Hawaii Public school can only help the community both ways. Students can gain access to what it means to 

go to the UH and what the arts programs have to offer.. I am asking as a teacher and a member of this 

community to please think about this before making major cuts to the arts program 

Sincerely, 

Johana Kamelamela 



      
 

                   
                

                
 

                   
                

                   
                   
                  

 
                     

                
                

                 
               

                    
             

 
               

              
                

                    
                 

             
 
                 

                
                  
        

 
  

  

To whom this may concern, 

My name is Kamalani Kamelamela. I was born and raised in Hilo. I graduated Hilo High school, 
attended University of Hilo and Hawaii Community College. I currently live in Mountain View on 
the Big Island and work as an IT Tech for the Hawaii Department of Education. 

Since I was a child, the Performing Arts Department had a huge impact on my life. I remember 
visiting UH Hilo as a child to watch plays and performances at the very distinctive performing 
arts theater. It was always thrilling and exciting to be able to watch in comfort any event we 
were to see whether it be the nutcracker and/or to experience a ballet. We don’t get to see 
these types of things as children unless it is exposed to us through these types of events. 

Dance in particular as a child is one of those things that is a universal language. To be able to 
experience emotion displayed through dance is simple and unique to each style of dance. To 
take away this important part of performing arts is a huge injustice. Hawaiian Culture especially 
is expressed entirely through chant and dance. As a University located on the big Island of 
Hawaii, the mecca of Hula (i.e. Merrie Monarch Competition), the dance program here is integral 
to having a school of higher learning. To be able to learn all aspects of dance is just as 
important as acknowledging the local importance of dance to our hawaiian culture. 

Especially through the period of covid-19 and pandemic when we have not only children who 
will be missing a huge experience of watching these performances, but the actual performers, 
who are the performing arts majors who will have their opportunities cut if you decide to 
eliminate this important area of performing arts. This is a time to train, learn, and teach. Not a 
time to eliminate an integral aspect of the performing arts program. People can still learn all 
aspects of dance successfully at the University by keeping this program alive. 

I humbly ask that the committee who is incharge of cost cutting think twice about eliminating an 
important fixture to hilo educational opportunities and outreach to keiki here locally. As well as 
globally as dance is an important part of our culture and world cultures. Please keep the dance 
program intact. Mahalos for your time. 

Sincerely, 
Kamalani Kamelamela 



     
 
         

            
          

 
 

              
            

           
            

         
           

            
          

            
   

 
            

            
           

               
    

 
          

         
 

         
            

         
              

            
         

               
     

 
           

 
 

 
  

	

To Whom It May Concern: 

I understand that UHH’s Performing Arts Division is facing budget cuts. This is 
frightening. Over the past 18 years, I have enjoyed performances, events, and 
classes provided by the Performance Arts Program. And, I keep coming back for 
more. 

The first Great Leaps I attended blew me away. Whose brilliant idea was it to 
show case the students? Who choreographed and instructed the students? Who 
recognized the talent and developed their skills? The UHH instructors. Way 
back then, it was Celeste and then Dori. And, now it’s you, Kea. The 
performances by the students reflect the staff's teaching skills. When watching 
the Dance 100 class perform, I noticed the dancers having fun with huge smiles 
of confidence, and executing dance movements with precision. You can see and 
feel their presence and accomplishments. This may be the only performing arts 
class the student will take, but they take away dance techniques which they will 
forever remember and use. 

For me, the performances are exciting and take me all over the world. The 
programs I enjoy most are those that feature our local students, like Great Leaps, 
the Jazz Orchestra, the Dance Ensemble and the musicals. The caliber of our 
students is exceptional. I feel so proud for UHH. I did not expect this level of 
talent from UHH. 

After a long day at work, these performances lift my spirits and renews my 
energies. I am truly appreciative of UHH's Performing Arts Program. 

A degree in Performing Arts is just as important as a degree in any other 
subject. Students have different skills, knowledge and abilities. Some may be 
scholars or scientists while there are those who excel in the performing 
arts. These students are determined to make it a career. Earning a degree is 
the first step followed by seeking opportunities. If students can’t get foundation 
courses here, they will go to another institution. This means UHH loses student 
count and tuition. For those who cannot afford to go away, it could mean a 
lifetime regret and what ifs…. 

Please don’t cut the Performing Arts, our community needs it. 

Regards, 

Lea Kaneta-Ogata 



   
 

      
      

       
        

       
      

    
 

     
      

      
 

  
     

      
     

        

      

        
        

     
  

   
   

         
  

      
   

    
    

 

        
            
     

To whom this may concern, 

Let me start off by introducing myself, my name is Mary Kimura and I am
a 2017 University of Hawaii at Hilo graduate. Born and raised in Hilo, I
desperately wanted to leave home and pursue my passions on the 
mainland. However, due to financial issues I was “forced” to stay home.
During my freshman year of college a friend invited me to attend the 
Spring “Great Leaps” dance concert. Have you ever been to one? It is put
on every semester, Fall and Spring. Basically, it is a performance where
the students enrolled in the dance classes at UH Hilo and HCC show off 
all the skills they have accumulated throughout the semester. And not 
only that, the students who are majoring in performing arts and take the 
stage craft class, do all the light, sound, and backstage work. Anyway, the 
show was magical. From the moment the curtain lifted, there was different 
genres of music, styles of dance, but most importantly students having 
the time of their life. After that night, I made it a point to search for the 
dance classes for registration.
The Fall semester came around and I decided to take ballet 1. Celeste 
Staton was a phenomenal teacher, with her many years in the 
professional dance industry. Not only did we learn the basics of ballet, 
which let me tell you requires a lot of strength and stamina, but also how
to take better care of our bodies and have fun while doing physical 
exercise. The experience of my first Great leaps that year was something 
that will stick with me for the rest of my life. Doing a performance in front 
of a sold out theater is one of the most exhilarating feelings, that not
everyone will get to experience in their lifetime. But luckily, I can say I
have done it MULTIPLE TIMES. How does a little local girl, with honestly 
not that much talent, perform in front of a sold out theater that holds 
hundreds of people? THE PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT HILO. 
After that one semester, that one class, I was obsessed. I have forgotten 
to mention, I was not even a performing arts major. My classmates and 
dance professors all thought I was, but I actually graduated with my 
bachelors degree in Communications. Somehow I managed to take the 
classes required for my major, while also doing at least 2 dance classes 
each semester. My last year in college I made my schedule a certain way 
just so that I could take all the dance classes I wanted. You might be
thinking, “well how much is that?” Modern 1, Modern 3, Ballet 1, Ballet 3, 
Dance Ensemble, and Jazz 2. Six classes, that did not go towards my 
major. But what they did go towards was, my mental health, physical
health, and best experience UH Hilo could give me. It deeply saddens me 



      

          
         
     

   
 

        
              

 
     

 
 

           
     

      
  

   
      
      

 
 

 
   

	

that after actively telling students planning on going to UH Hilo about all 
these classes, not even half of them are offered. 
I owe the biggest thank you to my three dance professors. Celeste, who I 
mentioned before, taught the ballet classes, Annie Bunker who taught
modern, aerial, and environmental dance classes at Hawaii Community
College, and Kea Kapahua, who taught Jazz, and this year took on more 
classes due to Celeste retiring. All three of these ladies have an incredible 
dance resume, professionals in the industry and Annie owned and 
operated her own company. I can not believe I got to learn from them in 
Hilo. The small town, on an island, in the middle of the ocean. These 
ladies not only taught us the fundamentals of dance, an entire piece to be 
performed on stage, but life lessons as well.
There have been countless students that have told me, “if it was not for 
the performing arts classes offered, I would have lost my mind”. Students
majoring in Nursing, English, Math, and all other subjects, take dance
classes for fun. It not only gets the body moving but really improves 
mental health and happiness. I urge whoever reads this, to make a 
difference for the performing arts department. You are impacting my 
amazing teachers, the students currently enrolled, the students who will 
apply, and your community. I mentioned before I felt “forced” to stay at 
home. But through the performing arts department I “chose” to stay. 

Thank you, 

Mary Kimura 



 

    
 

   
   

 
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

  
 

       
        

      
         

        
           

   
 

           
        

         
        

      
       

            
         
        

             
 

 
             

            
      

             
       

      
   

 

Dr. Rachel Megan Klein 
2070 Kilauea Ave. 

Hilo, HI 96720 
DrRachel@KleinNatural.com 

December 1, 2020 

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
200 W. Kawili St. 
Hilo, HI 96720 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am a proud 2007 graduate of the UH Hilo Performing Arts program, with dance 
emphasis. I’m writing to you today to convey my strong support for the continuation of this 
program. During my time at UH Hilo, I participated in many Performing Arts program 
classes, in the areas of drama, technical theatre, music and dance. I had many amazing 
instructors who guided me along the way, and helped me to become the person I am today. 
When I was going through the program, my goal was to become a physician specializing in 
the treatment of dancers. 

Years later, I am now a physician, managing my own busy practice in Hilo and serving as 
adjunct faculty for a medical school in Chicago teaching courses on neurology and injectable 
therapies. I speak at numerous conferences annually and hold positions on multiple 
professional boards. In my practice and teaching I am able to draw upon knowledge that I 
gained during my time in the Performing Arts program. My understanding of biomechanics 
and kinesiology is rooted largely specifically in my dance training at UH Hilo. On a daily 
basis, I find myself using skills learned in Performing Arts classes to effectively communicate 
with my patients. The confidence, understanding and poise that I and other students gained 
from the program cannot be overstated. I firmly believe that the Performing Arts program 
provided a strong foundation that has allowed me to excel in my medical career and serve 
my community. 

This excellence in other professional careers, thanks to a firm foundation in the arts, is 
not unique to me. When I was a student at UH Hilo, I remember many of my colleagues 
from other departments taking performing arts classes as electives and reporting how it 
had helped them in their area of study. This is something that has been shown time and 
time again, for example, it is well known that experience in the arts, especially dance and 
music boost math and science test scores. Funding, valuing and providing arts opportunities 
is essential. 

Page 1 of 2 
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I still participate in performing arts activities on a regular basis, and am currently the 
President of the Hilo Community Players (HCP), a local non-profit organization dedicated to 
creating accessible arts opportunities for the communities of East Hawai‘i. Thanks to my 
training in the UH Hilo Performing Arts Department, I have the ability to coordinate 
technical experts, performers and educators to contribute to culture and the arts on the 
island. 

Many of our volunteers at HCP come to us directly from the UH Hilo Performing Arts 
program. The students are so skilled, knowledgeable, well-educated and well-trained that 
they are ready for any professional opportunities they seek. Many UH Hilo students have 
gone on to become professional performers and technicians on stages in New York, Las 
Vegas and Los Angeles just to name a few. UH Hilo should be very proud of the Performing 
Arts Department and the excellence that the teachers, students and classes represent. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider the value of the Performing Arts program. I 
strongly recommend that UH Hilo continue to support the Performing Arts Department and 
offer its full catalog of classes from which students in all disciplines can benefit. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Rachel M. Klein 

Page 2 of 2 



     
 
 

              
           

              
            
              
          

          
  

 
              

               
              

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
	

To whom it may concern, 

To put it plainly, the performing arts are an important part of what makes UH Hilo. 
It’s a school where students of all majors can take part, whether it be acting, 
dance, stagecraft , or music. When I went to school I studied film and Digital 
Media at HCC but took dance as an extra curricular activity. It helped me to 
relieve stress, build my confidence, and allowed me to become the person I am 
today. I’ve developed many life long friendships with students in many different 
majors and programs, all of whom finished out their college experience taking 
dance classes. 

As someone who was born and raised In Hilo I proudly say I support the arts. It’s 
taught me a lot of about myself and everything I’ve learned I’ve applied to my 
everyday life. I urge you to take a dance class and see for yourself how it 
changes your life. 

Thank you, 

Lawrence Mano 



     
 

                
             

                
                 

             
           
  

 
           

         
           
            

             
            

            
       

        
           

       
 

              
            

         
                

                
          

        
         
              

        
 

        
             

              
          

         
          

           
          

           
    

 
 

  

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Sharyse Molina and I was born and raised here in Hilo. I am also a 
2019 graduate of UH Hilo with two degrees, one being a Performing Arts Degree 
with a concentration in dance. I am grateful that I was able to stay on the Island 
of Hawaii and still be able to pursue my passion in dance at UH Hilo. With the 
University being the only place on this island where locals can go to college and 
experience the arts in their education; I fully support the continuation of the 
Performing Arts Department. 

Like how it is the University's mission to offer a diverse learning experience to 
students, the Performing Arts Department does that and more. The learning does 
not stop with the Professors and Lecturers working at the University, and it does 
not stop when students leave the classroom. I personally have met so many 
professionals and artists in the field that I have learned so much from. I was able 
to work on a musical with Dr. Jace Saplan who is the Director of Choral Activities 
and Assistant Professor of Music at the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa; perform a 
piece choreographed by professional dancer and choreographer Dr. Jeongha 
Kim from South Korea; personally work with professional dancer, choreographer 
and filmmaker Jacob Jonas; and be mentored by other Alumni of the Performing 
Arts Department just to name a few. 

With all of that knowledge I gained from those experiences, I was able to give 
that knowledge to younger students in the community not only on the Island of 
Hawaii but also the smaller islands as well. With the Dance Ensemble class at 
UH Hilo in 2018, we were able to do an outreach program to local high schools. 
Then in 2019 we were fortunate to be able to take a piece of our production of 
"The Hawaiian Nutcracker" to middle school students in Molokai for a week. The 
happiness I saw in those student's eyes when they were performing for their 
school after learning a dance was priceless. What was even more heartwarming 
was the excitement they had when they learned that it is possible to stay close to 
home for college and pursue their interests in the arts. 

As the University's mission says, "One learns from many sources". Students are 
able to not only learn from their Professors and Lecturers. We are also able to 
connect with professionals not only on a state level, but also on a national and 
international level. Students then can take that knowledge and give back to 
students in the community. Not only letting the younger generation pursue their 
interests in the arts, but also be excited about continuing their education after 
they graduate from high school. So the continuation of the Performing Arts 
Department will benefit the students, campus and the community at large. For 
these reasons and more, I fully support the continuation of the Performing Arts 
Department at UH Hilo. 

Sincerely, 
Sharyse Molina 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

            
 

     
 

                  
            

               
               

 
              

             
                

              
                 

                
              

              
 

              
                 

              
                

         
 

           
 

 

 

A Letter of Support for UH Hilo Performing Arts Department

To Whom it May Concern:

The Maui Arts and Cultural Center (MACC) is honored to write a letter of support for the UH
Hilo Performing Arts Department. We have worked closely with the performing arts
department, particularly the dance programs, over the past four years and see the program as
an extremely unique and valuable program to all of Hawai'i and beyond.

Most recently, in winter 2019, we worked with Dance department faculty, students and recent
graduates to implement an arts integration outreach program at Molokai middle and high
school, highlighting the Hawaiian Nutcracker put on by UH Hilo. Over the course of a week,
UH Hilo students and graduates taught 100% of the student body different exercises and
routines and put on an all school performance to close the event. The program was the result
of over a year of collaboration between the MACC and Kea Kapahua, faculty member in Dance.
In addition to this residency program, Dance faculty have been involved in curating, designing
and building our summer K-12 programs and we are hopeful to continue these collaborations.

With COVID-19, weknow arts programs, such as those provided by the UH Hilo Performing
Arts Department, provide a unique set of skills that we need in this time to reimagine our
realities and support our communities to come our thriving in response to these difficult
times. We are grateful for the work of the UH Hilo Performing Arts Department and look
forward to working with them again in the future.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out for further information from me.

Mahalo,



 
                               

 

         

 

   

 

  

  

   

 

  

  

 

  

  

   

   

   

 

    

 

 

   

   

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

29 SHIPMAN ST. #202, HILO HI 96720 / 808-825-1856 

To Whom it May Concern, December 2nd, 2020 

I am writing this letter in support of the UH Hilo Performing Arts Department. My name is Nadia 

Schlosser. I am a full time Registered Nurse on the Surgical/Pediatric Unit and Charge Nurse of the Covid 

Pod at Hilo Medical Center. I am also an Alumni of UH Hilo, holding two Baccalaureate degrees. Aside 

from that, I am a professionally trained Los Angeles dancer and owner of Paradise Performing Arts 

Center in downtown Hilo. Having always been an avid supporter of the Performing Arts Department at 

UH Hilo, it saddens me and concerns me greatly that there would ever be any consideration of cutting 

this program. The community relies on programs like this not only for entertainment but for an array of 

reasons revolving around the mental health and development of our youth into healthy young adults 

and beyond. The performing arts provide a much-needed outlet for the students, performers and 

audience to connect with each other and express their inner most joys and struggles. I have personally 

seen a large spike in ER patients presenting for suicidal ideation and suicide attempts over the past few 

months due to enforced isolation to prevent the spread of Covid-19. These patients range in age from 

middle schoolers to adult. It’s a terribly sad truth to witness but a common side effect of self-isolation. 

Having an outlet like singing, dancing, music and acting has proven over decades of time, to be 

significantly beneficial to one’s mental health and quality of life. With Covid-19 restrictions still in play, 

we need the performing arts more than ever! There is no other program or theater in Hilo as marvelous 

as that of UH Hilo’s Performing Arts Department. It would be a huge disservice and cruelty to our 

community, should this program be cut or even cut down in any way. Many local studios including PPAC, 

Center Stage Dance Alliance, N2 Dance, Island Dance Academy, Big Island Dance Council, and 

professional traveling artists look forward to and rely on collaborations with the Performing Arts 

Department of UH Hilo. It is a place for children, teens and young adults to grow, learn, foster artistic 

passions, learn discipline, how to express their feelings, how to connect with other people, and perhaps 

most importantly, how to love. Please, for the sake of the children and young adults wanting to have a 

safe environment to be vulnerable and celebrated for taking risks to learn new things, do not take away 

our beloved Performing Arts Department of UH Hilo. It would be a down right tragedy and heartbreak 

for the entire community at large. In the age of a pandemic where we seemingly already have very little 

to look forward to and so much fear surrounding us, please preserve and promise the future generations 

that they will have a safe home at UH Hilo within the Performing Arts Department. 

Sincerely, 

Nadia Schlosser, RN 

818-675-7275 

Nadiars@hawaii.edu 

mailto:Nadiars@hawaii.edu


   
    

 
  

 
               

               
             

        
 

               
           

            
              

     
        

            
  

 
                  

 
            

             
    

 
                

 
 

 
 

  
 
	

Chancellor Bonnie Irwin 
Vice Chancellor Kristen Roney 

Dear Chancellors: 

Please let me take this opportunity to express my deepest support for the UH Hilo 
Department of Performing Arts. I hope that the UH administration is able to continue to find 
the resources to fully support the students and faculty of this department, as their 
contribution to the Big Island community are immense. 

We have spent many enjoyable hours at the Performing Arts Center, a beautiful theater that 
rivals any comparable theater on the mainland. It is a worthy venue for all the wonderful 
performances that we have seen over many years as UH season ticket holders. We very 
much miss all the performances that have been cancelled during the current difficult times, 
and look forward to an eventual return to normal. We have always been impressed by the 
diversity of the audience at UH performances, and are pleased that the needs of the whole 
community are considered. It’s especially heartwarming to hear the laughter of children at 
many of your events. 

We hope you will be able to continue all these performances, not only for us as members of 
the audience, but more importantly, for the education of your students. We have seen so 
many wonderful young performers over the years as they have progressed through their 
college years. It would be a terrible loss if the performing arts students of our community 
ever were to lose access to a UH Hilo education. 

Thank you for your consideration, and for all that you and your students do for our 
community. 

Sincerely, 

James Severtson 



November 30, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern: 

It is my understanding that due to financial pressure, the University of Hawaii at Hilo is 

considering discontinuing some of its majors. I will address below my reasons for believing that 

the Performing Arts program is an essential part ofthe curriculum. Although I was an English 

Professor, not a Performing Arts faculty member, I am in a unique position to discuss 

Department because of the various perspectives from which I have viewed its activities. I 

served as Humanities Division Chair for 8 years, and briefly chaired the Performing Arts 

Department during their long-time Chair's sabbatical leave. From 2005 - 2010, I served as 

Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, charged with assisting Departments with their 

Program Reviews as well as Chairing a committee of Performing Arts faculty and community 

artists to revamp and strengthen the major. From 2011 to 2012, I served as Interim Vice 

Chancellor for Academic Affairs during which tenure, I worked closely with the Department on 

their successful request to the Board of Regents to move the new major from provisional to 

established status. In my role as Professor of English, I taught many semesters of a joint 

English/Performing Arts course in Shakespeare. Thus I am very familiar with the program's 

triumphs and challenges as well with its unique place in the curriculum. 

The UH-Hilo Performing Arts major is different from other Theatre or Music or Dance majors in 

that it was designed to provide students with an amalgam of competencies in drama, music and 

dance, as well as grounding in aspects of technical theatre. All of the documents describing the 

program through its many stages of development, approval and review include an impressive 

list of graduates employed locally and throughout the country in one or more of the branches 

of the major. The program is somewhat unusual in that many of the students who take 

Performing Arts courses every semester are majors and later professionals in other fields, to 

which they apply performing arts competencies, including facility with language, fitness, body 

awareness, expressive movement, and an intellectually grounded respect for human expression 

in all of its forms. 

For these reasons alone, the Performing Arts Program would deserve an honored place in the 

curriculum. However, it is equally and profoundly a vital link between the University and the Big 

Island community. Through its annual productions, many of which are open to community 

performers as well as to students, UH Hilo affords the citizens of the Big Island with some of the 

highest quality live performances available. Its annual (sold out) musical theatre production in 

particular brings together student and community actors, dancers, musicians, set designers, 

make-up artists, costumers, lighting experts and stage crew members under the direction of 

our dance, drama, musical and technical theatre faculty and staff. Our island community highly 

prizes the arts, in particular dance, through which the various cultures represented here are 



showcased. The well attended and beloved Hawaiian Nutcracker is another fine example of the 

cultural relevance of UH Hilo's theatrical productions. These high quality performances not only 

bring joy to the community, they are also a powerful recruiting tool for students. 

On a very personal note, I (along with numerous faculty and staff) have attended hundreds of 

performances and have sung, danced and acted in dozens of the Performing Arts department's 

shows over the years; I can personally attest to the joy and richness that this department brings 

to life in Hilo. 

Performing Arts is one of our most visible centers of excellence on the campus. 

If I can be of any further assistance in reviewing the value of Performing Arts to UH Hilo, please 

do not hesitate to contact me. 

Professor Emerita 

English 



         
    

 
            

            
             

         
      

 
        

          
       
          

        
           

        
          
          

       
           

          
 

 
        
         

           
      

        
          

 
         
         

           
          

       
            

          
  

 
 

  
  

   
 

	

Dear Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Board of Regents and any administration in 
the circle of decision; 

I am writing in strong support of the Performing Arts Department with Major, 
Minor and Certificate degrees offered in the field. I am the recently retired full 
time Instructor in Dance and know intimately the value and scope of the Arts and 
impact on our students and community. I have many graduated students that 
draw upon this knowledge in their present careers. 

This department reflects the MOST visible and community involved sector of UH-
Hilo as the Drama, Dance and Music performances draw in the most consistently 
large audiences in their public semester events. These events connect to our Big 
Island neighbors and keep the UH-Hilo name in the news. Granted our 
unprecedented Covid-19 times have changed the present reality, it has 
highlighted the amazing talent in the department as they have transcended the 
Arts into successful virtual experiences in the classroom and performances and 
remain vital in students’ and audience’s lives. They are versatile, problem 
solving, dedicated, passionate staff and students that should be supported and 
highlighted for their creative and successful adaptation. The Arts nurtures and 
educates in these skills which, in these times, are essential survival skills. UH-
Hilo needs to recognize and support this education and these most valuable 
talents. 

This department also reflects one of the MOST collaborative groups of 
professionals in Drama, Dance, Music and theatre craft as they invent, inspire 
and invest in hands on experiences for students to learn, in all the areas of the 
Performing Arts. All work together for group success whether socially distanced 
or back to normal social interaction. Every concert, play or performance employs 
the unbelievable cooperation and interaction of each contributing team member. 

Dance gives an especially essential medium that promotes both physical and 
mental fitness. Connection with each other through dance gives an inexplicable 
sense of community and support. In these times the expression of our humanity, 
our mental health and our spirit must be cherished and protected. Please look 
beyond budgets and consider the Performing Arts department with it’s valuable 
and talented staff and the dedicated and exceptionally diverse student body, a 
strong asset that respects and nurtures the creative education of bodies, minds, 
and hearts. 

Sincerely, 
Celeste Staton 
Dance Instructor(Retired) 
UH-Hilo Performing Arts Department 
808-640-1358 



   
 

     
 
                   

               
                 
                

                  
  

 
                   

                    
                  

              
                  

                  
               
                    

                
 
                       

                    
               

                   
               

                
                  

                 
                

                    
                   

                     
               

        
 
                      

                
                

                 
                   

             
 

       
  

 

December 4, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing this letter in support of the UH Hilo Performing Arts (PArts) Center, it’s theatre and dance 
programs, and it’s professors and faculty members. It is imperative that you understand how 
important the PArts program is to so many current, former, and future students, as well as the 
numerous lives that those students have reached themselves. This program has changed the lives of 
so many people. Please do not take away their funding. If anything, this program needs and deserves 
more funding. 

My name is Mimi Tincher and I am a graduate of the Performing Arts program at the University of 
Hawaii at Hilo. I am a 2007 graduate. After graduating with my BA in Theatre Performance I worked 
at the Palace Theater in Hilo (a landmark of historical significance in Hilo) for one year as their 
operations manager. I then returned to school and received my elementary education teaching 
certificate and taught in the public school and private school systems within the Hilo area for about 9 
years. I started and ran after school drama programs for children at St. Joseph School, Hilo Union 
School, and Kea’au Elementary schools. I also have owned a business since 2016, teaching acting 
classes to the keiki of Hilo. I now run Zoom classes teaching reader’s theatre to children who are at 
home and otherwise unable to partake in their normal extra curricular activities, due to the pandemic. 

I was a single mom when I was taking classes at UH PArts Center. I didn’t think it was going to be 
possible to pursue a degree in theatre and follow my dreams because I had a young child to care for. 
The PArts Center, and the professors and lecturers connected to it, have always been extremely 
supportive of its students and their families, and because of that I was able to bring my daughter with 
me while I rehearsed and performed in dance and theatre shows, and successfully complete my 
degree with honors. My daughter, Simone Tincher-Lewis, is now pursuing her own art degree at 
Minneapolis College of Art and Design. She is using her artistic talents to support the Black Lives 
Matter movement and to help give BIPOC (black and indigenous people of color) a voice. She 
recently contributed to the restoration of the famous George Floyd mural. Simone attributes her love 
of art and theatre to her early days spent backstage at the UH Hilo Parts Center and she continues to 
work with Jackie P. Johnson and Michael Marshall as her mentors. Simone and I plan on creating an 
arts outreach program in Hilo within the next few years. Our intention is to bring art and theatre to the 
people who may not be able to easily access art programs; children in impoverished areas, 
incarcerated men and women, and the elderly. 

I would not be who I am today if it were not for the amazing program that UH offers in its PArts 
program. This program has helped me become a creative teacher, an effective communicator, and a 
member in society who sees the importance of sharing my talents, passions, and insights within my 
community. I have been so fortunate to have impacted the creativity of hundreds of children through 
my teaching and my drama classes. None of that would be possible if it weren’t for the incredible 
lessons and classes that I took while attending the UH Hilo PArts Center. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Mimi Tincher 



	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
		

	
	

	 	
	

To whom it	 may concern, 

One of my earliest	 childhood memories is walking from Waiakea Elementary School to 
the UH	 Hilo Performing Arts Center and watching a	 play about	 Queen Liliuokalani. I	 
remember watching set	 pieces magically flying across the stage, tapping my foot	 to the 
beat	 of the live music, and feeling my heart	 pound as the actors told the story of old 
Hawai`i. Feild trips to the theatre became something I	 looked forward and inspired me 
to study the perming arts when I	 got	 older. 

Studying the arts allowed me to travel the world, meet	 amazing people, support	 myself 
financially, and provided an outlet	 for self-expression. I	 can't	 imagine what	 my life would 
be like today if it	 weren't	 for the arts. It's for these reasons I	 wholeheartedly support	 the 
UH	 Performing Arts Program and ask everyone to do the same. 

As UH	 Hilo is a	 place the community looks to for inspiration, education, and leadership, I	 
hope to see the Performing Arts Program at	 UH	 continues to thrive for generations to 
come. 

Aloha, 
Ash Tsuji 



                                                
                                  
                                            
                                       

   
 

                                      
                             

 
         

 
 

   
 

       

Seri Luangphinith 

From: john kooistra <jkooistrapahoa@hotmail.com> on behalf of john kooistra
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2020 6:17 PM
To: ksroney@hawaii.edu 
Cc: seri@hawaii.edu 
Subject: Support for UHH Performing Arts Dept. 

It is with great alarm that I am greeting the news of likely drastic cuts to the budget for this department, or even it 
possible termination. I am a community member who has benefitted from and contributed to programs and events 
sponsored by this department for the past thirty‐eight years, since my move to Hilo in 1982. I have known a number of 
graduates who have gone on to study for advanced degrees and/or moved into professional work as a result of their 
study here. 

Please continue your support to the fullest extent possible. This department has meant much to me and many others 
here in East Hawaii. It is a cultural treasure. Do not let it down. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Aloha, 
John Kooistra 

Sent from my iPad 
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Seri Luangphinith 

From: Helie Rock <helierock@gmail.com> on behalf of Helie Rock 
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 11:18 AM
To: bdirwin@hawaii.edu; ksroney@hawaii.edu 
Cc: seri@hawaii.edu 
Subject: UHH Performing Arts program 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I was born and raised in Hilo and have lived here for all but four years of my entire adult life.  My 
parents and grandparents were very involved in local Hilo community theater productions in the 
1930’s, 40’s and 50’s, and I have been heavily involved in all the various East Hawaii theater groups 
since 1978. 

I was very shy in high school, and it wasn’t until the UHH theater was built in 1973 that I first 
discovered the magic of theater, when I was recruited to take part in the very first production (The 
House of Bernarda Alba) presented in that theater. I subsequently moved to the mainland and 
participated in various theater productions in New Mexico and California, taking numerous theater 
classes from New Mexico State University. I had almost enough credits to obtain a performing arts 
degree when I moved back to Hilo in 1977, but to my regret, UHH did not yet offer such a degree.  I 
subsequently went on to obtain degrees in Speech, Education, and a Masters in Library and 
Information Studies, and spent 27 years as teacher and librarian in the Hawaii public school system. 

During the course of my teaching profession, I personally witnessed numerous students who were 
somewhat “lost” in high school go on to take courses in the UHH Performing Arts Department and 
subsequently blossom into confident, focused, happy human beings.  Several of these students went 
on to become successful professional performers on the mainland.  The Performing Arts program 
offers an outlet to students who otherwise might never even consider pursuing further education.  It 
provides important lessons in focus, teamwork, introspection, and physical control for ALL students, 
whether they are majoring in Performing Arts or are just taking a course to fill in their schedules.  

I have also been personally acquainted with several of the instructors and professors in the 
department, and have found them all, without exception, to be dedicated, hard-working, and caring 
professionals. Our community is extremely lucky to have this wonderful program, based in this 
beautiful theater here, and it would be a travesty for us to lose the Performing Arts major.  Please 
consider the importance of this program to all the potentially “lost” souls to whom this may be the 
crucial gateway to further education and fulfillment.  I know, because I was one of them. 

Sincerely, 
Helie Rock 
Retired Educator and Community Theater Activist 
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Seri Luangphinith 

From: Lisa Taylor <taylormademusic.hi@gmail.com> on behalf of Lisa Taylor 
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 10:45 AM
To: seri@hawaii.edu 
Subject: UH Performing Arts Dept 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to share my gratitude for the Performing Arts Department at UHH in hopes that the program will continue 
even during these difficult economic times. The arts have always been on the chopping block in schools even before the 
current pandemic. And still, the passion for performing arts remains alive and well because music, dance, and theatre 
have been and always will be a fundamental need for self expression and connection with our community. 

I am an elementary and middle school music teacher and I see the benefits of music extend far beyond the skills they 
acquire during their class time. Along with building self esteem and a good work ethic, the connection between 
classmates and the new friendships created through performing together is something we need in order to build a 
healthy community. Hilo loves the arts and I am constantly amazed at how much talent there is on this island. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Lisa Taylor 
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