
 
 
 

February 26, 2020 

 

  

UH Hilo Administration 

200 W. Kawili Street 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

  

To the Deans, Vice Chancellors, and Chancellor: 

  

My name is Winston Towata and I am the president of the Hawaii Shima Fukushima Kenjin 

Doshi Kai.  I am submitting this letter to show support for the ongoing work of the Japanese 

Studies Program. 

  

Our organization is committed to the preservation of local Japanese History and Culture, which 

stems back to the days of the Gannen-mono or Kanyaku Imin and the era of Sugar Plantations. 

For over 150 years, the Japanese have been an integral part of the agricultural industry on this 

island from sugar to coffee to macadamia nuts. Many of their descendants are still living today, 

including myself.   My Grandfather (Dr. Harvey Saburo Hayashi) founded the first Japanese 

Newspaper (The Kona Echo) in Kona.  My grandmother (Mrs. Matsu Hayashi) started the first 

Japanese school in Kona.  We are very fortunate today that our ancestors paved the way for us to 

have a better way of life.   

  

This is why the Japanese Studies Bachelor of Arts degree is a meaningful and important part of 

the community. This program helps foster ongoing links between Japanese Americans here and 

their roots.  A major part of our organizations mission is to promote and perpetuate the Japanese 

heritage, culture and the arts in our community.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel to contact me at 959-0425 (R) or 443-6876 (C) or e-mail 

wwtowata@hawaiiantel.net 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Winston Towata 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 27, 2020 
 
 
 
UH Hilo Administration 
200 W. Kawili Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
  
To the Deans, Vice Chancellors, and Chancellor: 
  
My name is Andrew Chun and I have been a part of this community for 30 years.  I am 
submitting this letter to show support for the ongoing work of the Japanese Studies 
Program at UH-HIlo.  I have known Professor Masafumi Honda for several years.  While I 
was volunteering at the Hawaii Japanese Center he secured many students from his 
program to volunteer during many of the events provided such as Girls Day, Boys Day 
and various other events.  Additionally in 2008 he and his students spearheaded the 
effort to repair the Japanese Sumo Dohyo ring at the Waiakea Recreation Center. 
 
On a personal level this past year my daughter spent a year in Japan as an exchange 
student.  It was a very valuable learning experience for her and she has learned much 
about her Japanese culture, language as well as herself.  Professor Honda has served as 
mentor to many Japanese exchange students attending UH-Hilo.  These same students 
have benefitted our community volunteering for various events around town.  
Economically their presence in our community provides a financial boost to the many 
small businesses on our island.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  If you have any questions, please feel to 
contact me at 987-5529. 
  
Sincerely 
 

 
 
Andrew A.T. Chun 
Cell # - 987-5529 
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Apri15 , 2020 

Administration Office 

University of Hawaii at Hilo 
200 W. Kawili Street Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

Dear the Deans , Vice Chancellors, and Chancellor: 

PUBLlSHERS , PRINTERS AND BINDERS 
917 Kokea Street 

HOJlolulu, Hawaii 96817-4528 
P.o.Box 17430 

Honolulu , Hawaii 96817-0430 
Ph: (808) 845-2255 
Fax:(808) 841 -1357 

KYODO NEWS. KYODO PHOTO 
Japan Office: 3-7, 8-Chome Gi!lza 
Chuo-ku, To/..:yo , Japan 
Tel: (03) 3571-5891 

l'y1y name is Noriyoshi Kanaizumi. 1 am the editor of Hawaii Hochi Newspaper. The Hawaii Hochi has 108 years 

history and the last daily Oversea Japanese newspaper in the U.S. and Canada today. 

Under the Dr. Masafumi Honda's leadership, Japanese Studies BA program at UH-Hilo has been contributing to the 
study and research of Japanese culture which Japanese immigrant people has built in Hawaii for 150 years. 

Many researchers used to study on Japanese culture in Hawaii but recently only few of them are still doing their 
researches. Dr. Honda is one of them who have also created many cultural events and art-fact preservation activities 

such as Japanese Sumo “ Dohyo" ring restoration as well as researches on Hawaii Japanese culture and tradition. 

Each culture will change so Japanese culture will change in Hawaii. For example Japanese Culture Center of Hawaii in 

Honolulu has changed the Japanese American Culture Center of Hawaii. We are losing Japanese culture in Hawaii so 
that many researchers cannot see the di旺'erences between original Japanese culture and Japanese American culture. We 
have to know both Japanese culture from Japan and Japanese American culture which has been changed in Hawaii. 

There are , however, many Japanese community groups such as United Japanese Society of Hawaii (Renkyo) , Japanｭ
America Society of Hawaii , Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce, etc in Hawaii. Unfortunately even those 
association members have not learned Japanese culture well these days. 

It is very sad to see that we do not understand Japanese culture where many Japanese immigrants brought many 

di百'erent Japanese cultures from di百erent prefectures. Hawaii is the best place to study Japanese culture in the multiｭ
cultural and racial context. There is no Japanese Studies program at UH-Manoa but UH-Hilo has been developing 
Japanese Studies program which will help students to study Japanese culture and values in the best place, Hawaii. 
Through studying Japanese in Hawaii they willlearn so many things about Japan -US relationship and history, too. 

1 believe that it is very important to invest and nurture Japanese Studies program at UH-Hilo in the Island of Hawaii 

where many Japanese traditions , cultures , and values are still alive. 
Dr. Honda will keep building the bridge between Japan and Hawaii. For example he has been working with Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum to present a peace exhibition both at Battleship Missouri Memorial Museum and at the UHｭ

Hilo library in 2020. 

1 am looking forward to reporting Japanese cultural events and activities by your Japanese Studies BA program at UH・

Hilo. 

Sincerely, 

Publisher 01: Hawa� Hochì , Hawaii Herald, Aloha Annual 





 

Chinese Civic Association of Hawaii  

November 17, 2020 
 

University of Hawaii at Hilo Administration 
200 W. Kawili Street 
Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

To Deans, Vice Chancellors, and Chancellor: 

My name is Dennis Lin and I am the President of the Chinese Civic Association of Hawaii. I am 
submitting this letter in support of the Chinese Studies Certificate Program.  

Our organization is dedicated to the promotion of educational programs and the preservation of cultural 
traditions relating to the Chinese culture. The Chinese Civic Association was founded on the backbone of 
Chinese immigrant families who worked in the plantations, became business owners and lived the 
American dream here in Hawaii. Many of the members today are still part of that generation and share 
their stories, wisdom and culture with the younger generations.  

The Chinese Studies Certificate Program is vital as it helps students and the community to keep the bond 
between Chinese Americans and their Chinese ancestry. Our organization is grateful to the instructors and 
professors that have been a part of this certificate program. A special mention to Professor Jiren Feng who 
previously served on our Board of Directors and enthusiastically helps us find students to participate in 
our annual Chinese New Year festivities.  

I went through UH-Hilo and graduated in 2013. During my time, I took a year of Chinese language 
courses to further connect myself with my heritage and mother tongue. It was then, that I immersed 
myself in the culture and the following year studied abroad in Beijing. The courses I took became the 
foundation of my learning there and I still utilize the language to this day. Please continue to support the 
program and the numerous students who will get a chance to learn about who they are.  

Thank you for your consideration and should you need to contact me, please call 808-854-7025 or email 
at denniswjlin@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Dennis W. J. Lin 
President, Chinese Civic Association of Hawaii 





 

 

Hawai‘i Island 

Chamber of Commerce 

1321 Kino‘ole Street 
Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720 

Phone: (808) 935-7178 
Fax: (808) 961-4435 

E-mail: admin@hicc.biz 
www.hicc.biz 

November 30, 2020 

 

 

Chancellor Bonnie Irwin 

and Members of the Administration, University of Hawai‘i at Hilo  

200 W. Kawili Street 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 

  

Dear Chancellor Irwin and members of the Administration, 
 

The Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce (HICC), formed in 1898 by the business community of the 

Island of Hawai‘i is a dedicated supporter of the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo and its efforts to provide 

the highest level of quality education to its students. Nearly 300 members strong, our chamber 

members represent both large and small businesses, professionals and non-profit organizations. 
 

The Chamber scholarship fund for UH Hilo students established over 30 years ago which continues until 

today reflects our commitment to higher education. 
 

We support the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo’s language program offerings for the following reasons: 

• Student involvement in on-campus cultural events help generate interest in different  

   cultures. 

• Cultural organizations at the school provide opportunities for students to get involved in  

our local community. 

• Graduates with foreign language skills make for a more valuable employee in the job  

marketplace. The ability to communicate in multiple languages is important in the  

increasingly integrated global business community. Being able to communicate with  

associates in their native language is one of the first steps to building lasting, stable  

international business relationships. 

• Learning to communicate fluently in multiple languages provides additional job security  

and advancement opportunities in uncertain economic times. 

• Foreign language study can enhance employment opportunities in government,  

business, medicine, law, technology, military, industry, marketing, etc. and improves  

one’s marketability in a global economy. 
 

Opportunities presented through foreign language study create more positive attitudes and less 

prejudice toward people who are of different cultures, an essential employee quality in today’s world. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Miles Yoshioka, Executive Officer 
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