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TO: DIANE VAN HOOSE, DIRECTOR OF LIBERAL STUDIES  

FROM: SERI LUANGPHINITH, ALO 

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF LIBERAL STUDIES SELF-STUDY 

CC: MICHAEL BITTER, DEAN OF CAS 
KRIS RONEY, VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

  

The ALO would like to thank Dr. Diane Van Hoose for volunteering to undertake the review of the Liberal Studies 
Program. Dr. Hoose was a joy to work with and it is clear she is very committed to helping students navigate 
traditional and already existing degrees as opposed to blindly recruiting with the intent to create another 
independent major. She thus understands that the Liberal Studies B.A. is really only meant for a handful of students; 
this falls in line with the historical intended purpose of the degree. 

Up until this point, there was no documentation of student work in the program. Compiling data and narratives from 
previous directors and administrators was essential in mapping out the first part of this self-study. This 
documentation of the history of the degree and its parameters will go far in establishing guideposts for other future 
directors and should hopefully help avoid random and varying definitions of mission and purpose. 

In working with Dr. Van Hoose on the self-study, I had the opportunity to observe how the lack of a history also 
meant that assessment has been uneven depending upon the views of the director. Because this is an 
interdisciplinary degree, it is not always clear who should be undertaking assessment. My view is that if the degree 
culminates with a senior project, then it is incumbent upon the program that awards the degree to ensure that the 
project meets the learning goals as stated in the UH Catalog. As noted by WSCUC in CFR 2.2: “All degrees awarded by 
the institution are clearly defined in terms of entry-level requirements and levels of student achievement necessary 
for graduation that represent more than simply an accumulation of courses or credits. The institution has both a 
coherent philosophy, expressive of its mission, which guides the meaning of its degrees and processes that ensure 
the quality and integrity of its degrees.” Furthermore, in CFR 2.6: “The institution demonstrates that its graduates 
consistently achieve its stated learning outcomes and established standards of performance. The institution ensures 
that its expectations for student learning are embedded in the standards that faculty use to evaluate student work.” 

 

 

 

https://hilo.hawaii.edu/catalog/liberal-studies#:%7E:text=The%20Liberal%20Studies%20Program%20is,solving%20skills%2C%20and%20creates%20well%2D
https://www.wscuc.org/handbook/#standard-2--achieving-educational-objectives-through-core-functions


One way to better facilitate assessment is to ask students to specifically target these SLOs (which are the university’s 
ILOs/Core Competencies) in their proposal. From the examples given, it appears students themselves seem unaware 
of Liberal Studies’ SLOs. The following was given in Case Study 1:   

• I will demonstrate knowledge of climate issues in classrooms by implementing environmental 
activities that can involve planting vegetables, reusing containers for potting and practicing 
sustainability in the classroom. 

• I will employ computer technology by allowing student learners to have computer access and 
research can be based on core learning topics/subjects or based on curriculum. 

• I will critically examine social, cultural and historical human behaviors by studying my students 
individually, creating curricula that align with their interests, and applying opportunities for cultural 
experiences. 

• I will present my ideas, results and creative activities orally and in writing through creative curricula 
and activities for students. I will implement those activities with the student learners, [and will] 
analyze and record the results. 

• I will identify and evaluate ethnical dimensions by sharing a book or story with the student learners 
and promote a philosophical discussion that supports and guides the students about the importance 
of ethics. 

• I will produce senior-level interdisciplinary essays and projects by writing an essay about Literacy 
Development in Early Childhood Education. 

The student appears to struggle with the language of the SLOs as posted on the website and these goals are worded 
in ways that are unmeasurable.  For example, employing computer technology and producing papers are acts that 
have no qualitative measurement as they are described here. “Demonstrating knowledge of climate issues” is also 
vaguely worded—what exactly does a person do to show they are successful in meeting this goal? Because there 
doesn’t appear to be any measurable learning outcome identified by the student, trying to meaningfully assess the 
final project against this statement would be impossible.  

One very easy solution is to have students review the descriptors that are in the core competency rubrics that are 
used to measure these specific skills which are part of our Institutional Learning Outcomes; they can then choose 
which columns their projects will fulfill and use these as their list of Student Learning Goals that is required for their 
proposal. The following descriptor columns are for Information Literacy and Quantitative and Scientific Reasoning 
what can be used to assess Liberal Arts SLO 1: 

LIBERAL ARTS BA SLO 1:  Demonstrate knowledge of basic concepts and understand issues and methods from 
multiple academic disciplines of humanities, social sciences and natural sciences (Information Literacy, 
Scientific and Quantitative Reasoning) 

• Rubric for Information Literacy 
o Properly documents citations and sources (Documentation Convention) 
o All sources are relevant, credible and appropriate (Appropriateness of Sources) 
o Demonstrates a clear understanding of the materials’ criteria for inclusion: authority, 

timeliness and accuracy (Evaluating Sources) 
o Synthesizes information with a clear sense of direction or purpose (Integrating 

Sources) 
• Rubric for Quantitative and Scientific Reasoning 

o Demonstrates advanced reasoning based in quantifiable information; judgements 
and conclusions are exceptionally insightful (Analysis) 

https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/information-literacy-rubric/
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/blog/accreditation/core-competency-programmatic-assessment-indicators/quantitative-and-scientific-reasoning-rubric/


o Accurately completes calculations for the assignment and presents results clearly and 
concisely; chooses appropriate formulas or symbolic models to solve problems and 
justify choices (Calculations) 

o Produces highly effective representations of data (e.g. tables) or concepts (e.g. 
graphs) or concepts (e.g. graphs) (Visual Representations of Data and Information) 

o Skillfully and precisely engages in the 6 steps needed in undertaking a science-based 
approach to gathering and interpreting evidence (Scientific Methodology) 

Then upon submission, assessment can be easily undertaken per the 4-point scale embedded in each column. The 
advisor and the director could themselves read and assess; however, the program may want to use members of the 
assessment support committee to read as objective, third party assessors who can provide external validation of the 
results. 

Another idea would be for Liberal Studies to develop its own rubrics, which would allow them to draft descriptors 
that may better reflect the interdisciplinary nature of the work that symbolizes the attainment of the degree. If the 
program choses this route, the recommendation is to work with the ALO and/or the Assessment Support Committee 
to ensure that the descriptors are measurable. 

These are just some ideas, but the basic premise remains the same. Liberal Studies as a degree should and must start 
collecting assessment data to ensure compliance with WSCUC standards of rigor and integrity for the baccalaureate 
degree. 
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