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Wednesday, 
July 29, 2026

Neal Blaisdell Center Exhibition Hall 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Meet the Best and Top Employers From Various Industries
• Retail • Tourism & Hospitality • Transportation • Law Enforcement 
• Construction • Foodservice • Nursing • Financial Institutions 
• Technology • Emergency Services • AND MORE!

• Get tips on resume writing and career advice
• Interview with companies on-the-spot, or submit an application
• Get information on continuing education
• Get motivated and fi nd a new career!

EMPLOYERS: To reserve a booth, contact Denise Ching at (808) 529-4796, 
email denise.ching@staradvertiser.com or go to HawaiiCareerExpo.com/booth 

presents

2026

POWERED BY

HUNDREDS 
OF JOBS IN 
ONE PLACE

Pre-register at HawaiiCareerExpo.com
Scan the QR code to pre-register for 
this event and to see an updated list 
of participating employers.
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The Honolulu Star-Advertiser strives to 
make its news report fair and accurate. If 
you have a question or comment about 
news coverage, call Marsha McFadden, 
managing editor/news, at 808-529-4759 or 
email city editors at cityeditors@
staradvertiser.com.

NEWSWATCH

Nordstrom Rack in Waikiki
slated to close next month

The Nordstrom Rack in Waikiki is set to 
close permanently on July 27, according to 
a notice from the Seattle-based company.

Nordstrom Inc. notified the Hawaii De-
partment of Labor and Industrial Relations 
that the Hyatt Centric Waikiki Beach Rack 
at 2255 Kuhio Avenue would be closing 
next month, affecting 34 employees.

Nordstrom said some employees will be 
offered the opportunity to transfer to its 
other locations. If employees are not of-
fered a transfer or decline the opportunity, 
their last day will be July 27 or within the 
two weeks afterward.

The positions affected range from store 
manager to assistant sales manager to 
salespeople and customer experience 
specialists.

Nordstrom Inc. opened Nordstrom Rack 
at what was then the Waikiki Trade Center 
in the spring of 2016. According to a news 
release, the store occupied about 34,000 
square feet on two levels upon opening.

Nordstrom Rack offers discount prices 
on merchandise from Nordstrom stores, 
including apparel, accessories and shoes. 
Another Nordstrom Rack remains open at 
Ward Village Shops, and a full-line Nord-
strom department store is available at Ala 
Moana Center.
———
Star-Advertiser staff

Today’s ship arrival and departures:

HONOLULU HARBOR

AGENT  VESSEL  ETA  ETD  BERTH

MNC  R.J. Pfeiffer  5 a.m.  –  sea to 52
NCL  Pride of America  6:30 a.m.  –  sea to 2B
TNC  Pacific Ruby  –  6 p.m.  51A to sea
NCL  Pride of America  –  7 p.m.  2B to sea

SHIP AHOY!

CORRECTIONS

UH Hilo athletics building
in line to get $11M renovation

An $11.6 million renova-
tion of the University of 
Hawaii at Hilo athletics facili-
ties is expected to begin 
early next year and will in-
clude locker rooms, training, 
sports medicine and weight 
rooms and offices.

The facilities should be 
completed and ready for use 
by fall 2027, according to 
UH-Hilo Athletics Director 
Pat Guillen. It will be the first 
major work done to the ath-
letics building in nearly 50 
years, and will include sev-
eral new features.

“The existing building was 
built in 1979, and it hasn’t 
undergone any type of reno-
vation since then, so it’s 
long overdue,” Guillen told 
the Hawaii Tribune-Herald. 
“We’ll also have, as part of it, 
a classroom and a confer-
ence room, a meeting room. 
It’ll be a hybrid, so to speak, 
where teams can watch film 
and also where students can 
do some study hall work 
and things like that, and 
then some storage facilities. 
So, it’s basically a remodel, 
it’s not new construction.”

He said there has been ex-
citement among students 
about the changes.

“I don’t think I go a day 
without somebody asking 
me, ‘Hey, Pat, when’s the 
construction going to start?’ 
It’s pretty awesome,” Guillen 
said.

Guillen said he thinks the 
renovations will benefit not 
just the over 200 student 
athletes at the university, 
but also the larger student 
population.

“It’s all part of the overall 
student experience,” he 
said. “I’m a firm believer 
(that) our students — 
whether they’re local 

students or international 
students or students from 
the mainland — all of our 
students, they’re deserving 
of a first-class student expe-
rience, and facilities is a big 
part of that.”

He said he hopes the ren-
ovation also serves as a 
draw for potential recruits.

“I think, specifically for 
our student athletes, in this 
day and age, kids look for 
the new shiny things, and 
you know, if you got them on 
a recruiting visit and you’re 
showing them a weight 
room that was built in 1979 
using equipment that’s older 
than probably their parents, 
that’s not much of a recruit-
ing lure,” he said.

The project is part of 
scheduled campus “renewal 
and improvement” work, ac-
cording to UH Hilo Vice 
Chancellor for Administra-
tive Affairs Kalei Rapoza.

He said in a statement to 
the Tribune-Herald that the 
work also includes efforts to 
modernize campus build-
ings and transition to more 
sustainable infrastructure, 
such as upgrading ventila-
tion and air-conditioning 
equipment and controls for 
energy efficiency and air 
quality and repairing and in-
stalling new LED light fix-
tures. The Mookini Library 
on campus also will be get-
ting an $8.77 million me-
chanical systems upgrade.

By Grace Inez Adams
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

ON THE MOVE

ProsPac Holdings 
has promoted Tony 
Chen to director. 
Chen joined the real 
estate investment 
firm in 2023, previ-
ously a senior statisti-
cal officer at the 
Valuation Office 
Agency of Edinburgh, 
United Kingdom; and also serves on the 
board of the Boys & Girls Club of Hawaii 
and as an active member of NAIOP Hawaii 
and Statisticians for Society.
———
Send items to citydesk@staradvertiser.com.
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Alert older sister leads Hawaii 
police to child enticement suspect

Police learned that a 
23-year-old Honokaa man 
allegedly used the messag-
ing app Snapchat to meet 
a 14-year-old girl for sex 
after her 17-year-old sister 
noticed the sexually explicit 
messages on her sister’s 
phone and notified authori-
ties, according to court 
documents filed by police.

Police, with the permis-
sion of the girl’s guardian 
grandmother, received the 
phone on June 17, and de-
tectives continued chatting 
with the suspect, Kainalu 
Palik, while posing as the 
girl.

The girl already had 
informed Palik that she 
was only 14, but he 

allegedly “continued to 
have sexualized conversa-
tions with her,” the docu-
ments allege.

Palik on Monday agreed 
to meet who he thought 
was the girl at the Waimea 
Food Court by the Kahilu 

Theatre. When he rolled up 
at about 5 p.m. in a white 
2019 Nissan Frontier pickup 
truck, an undercover officer 
placed him under arrest on 
suspicion of first-degree 
electronic enticement of a 
child.

Police recovered two 
phones from the truck, but 
police were awaiting a 
search warrant before inves-
tigating their contents, ac-
cording to court documents.

According to police, Palik 
was advised of his rights, 
requested an attorney and 
wasn’t interviewed. He was 
charged on Tuesday on the 
advice of prosecutors.

At Palik’s initial court ap-
pearance Thursday, Kona 
District Judge Jeremy But-
terfield granted a motion by 
Deputy Public Defender 

Kyla Livingston for a mental 
exam to determine Palik’s 
fitness to stand trial and pe-
nal responsibility, which 
means whether he had the 
capacity to determine the 
wrongfulness and illegality 
of his alleged actions at the 
time they occurred.

Butterfield denied a de-
fense request to free Palik 
on supervised release, a 
form of cashless bail. The 
judge ordered Palik to re-
turn to court July 28.

First-degree electronic 
enticement of a child is a 
Class B felony offense pun-
ishable by up to 10 years 
imprisonment.

Palik, who has no prior 
felony convictions, re-
mained in custody at Hawaii 
Community Correctional 
Center on $50,000 bail.

By John Burnett
Hawaii Tribune-Herald
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The nearly 50-year-old athletic facilities at the UH Hilo campus will undergo an 
$11.6 million renovation next year. The plans include new locker rooms, training  
and sports medicine facilities, weight rooms and offi ces.


