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LONDON — Amanda Anisimova 
survived an almighty scare against 
compatriot Sofia Kenin on Thursday 
to join a wave of American wom-
en marching into the third round 
of Wimbledon, while Taylor Fritz 

ensured the Stars and 
Stripes kept fluttering 
in the men’s draw.

Twelve months 
after her 6-0 6-0 hum-
bling by Iga Swiatek 
in the title clash, 
Anisimova was on 
the verge of another 

painful defeat after being dragged 
to three sets by former Australian 
Open champion Kenin but she 
came through 6-2 4-6 7-6(10-3).

The sixth seed’s reward for a 
battling victory was a blockbuster 
Saturday showdown with another 
Grand Slam winner in Madison 
Keys, with the duo meeting as 
their country marks the 250th 
anniversary of its independence.

Anisimova admitted there were 
“really awful” moments in her match 
and she was bailed out by her huge 
serve, after she fired down 20 aces.

“I never thought I’d say this, 
but thank you to my serve, I’m 
not a good server at all but after 
today, I can say that I am,” a beam-
ing Anisimova said on court.

“I’m really happy with my 
performance, especially with the 
end. Shout out to Sofia, she’s 
such a good opponent and a 
real fighter … I was down and 
told myself to keep fighting.

“I tried to bring myself back 
to the present moment. I try 
to remind myself — have fun, 
you’re playing at Wimbledon. 
These are the matches I train for, 
the tough ones, the fun ones.”

Fritz emerging
Fritz had an enjoyable outing in 

his own all-American clash on Court 
Two and the 2025 semi-finalist, a 
genuine contender on grass with his 
huge serve, advanced with a 6-2 6-2 
7-5 victory over Patrick Kypson.

The sixth seed joined U.S. 
colleagues Marcos Giron and 
Zachary Svajda in advancing, 
with Michael Zheng, Tommy 
Paul and Jenson Brooksby all 
going through on Wednesday.

Giron, Svajda and Zheng face 
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Vulcans to host summer 
youth camps and clinics
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Vulcan youth basketball clinics will be held later this month, hosted by the men’s and women’s programs. The camp 
is tribute to the late Jimmy Yagi.

HILO — University of Hawaii at 
Hilo coaches are hosting upcoming 
summer youth camps and clinics 
for soccer, basketball and volleyball 
with all registration available online.

Sign-up links and future updates 
on camps and clinics can be found 
at HiloAthletics.com/camps.

Men’s Soccer
Registration at HiloSoccerCamp.

com. Walk-up registration accepted 
by advanced sign-ups are preferred.

Hosted by the Hawaii Hilo 
men’s soccer coaching staff 
and features: speed, agility and 
quickness drills, ball manipula-
tion, technical instruction, tacti-
cal instruction and small-sided 
games. Includes camp T-shirt.

Youth camp
• Vulcan Soccer Field 

- July 29 - Aug. 1
• For boys and girls
• Ages 4-6 (10-11 a.m.) — $80
• Ages 7-9 (11:30 a.m. 

- 2 p.m.) — $180
• Ages 10-13 (11:30 

a.m. - 2 p.m.) — $180
Group discount: register 5+ 

campers in the same transac-
tion and receive $10 off each.

College ID camp
• Vulcan Soccer Field - Aug. 8
• Boys and men (Grades 9-12, 

JUCO and Transfer Portal)
• 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. — $120
For more information, con-

tact Vulcans head coach Diego 
Marroquin (dmarr@hawaii.edu), 
assistant coach Terry Yamane (ter-
ryy@hawaii.edu) or call 640-0694.

Basketball
Registration at HiloHoops.

com. Register by July 19.
Hosted by Hawaii Hilo men’s and 

women’s basketball’s coaching staffs 
along with other community mem-
bers. Four days of skill development, 
contests and games for all skill levels. 

Registration available now
By West Hawaii Today staff

Anisimova 
and Fritz 
advance
Americans sparkle 
at Wimbledon Day 4

By SHRIVATHSA SRIDHAR
The Athletic

ANISIMOVA

Newly named Sony Championship will form a new Hawaii swing

The stability of an 
event that was mostly 
an afterthought during 
the long months of angst 
over the dwindling pres-
ence of the PGA Tour 
in Hawaii was a key to 
salvaging a Champions 
Tour tournament at 
Waialae Country Club.

“Absolutely,” said 
Mark Rolfing, when 
asked if the presence 
of the Mitsubishi 
Electric Championship 
at Hualalai on Hawaii 
island helped make 
turning the Sony Open 
in Hawaii into anoth-
er 50-and-over event 
possible. “Mitsubishi 
has been a phenomenal 
part of this. And for 
them to agree to go sec-
ond this year, that was 
really important, and 
thanks to Mitsubishi 
for doing that.”

The new “Hawaii 

Swing” events won’t 
feature players in their 
prime, but they will be 
televised live in prime 
time on the mainland 
during back-to-back 
weeks in January. Also, 
what will now be called 
the Sony Championship 
Hawaii will tee off a 
week before the first 
regular PGA Tour event, 
the American Express 
in La Quinta, Calif.

It won’t be quite the 
same as the previous 
60 years with many 
of the world’s best at 
their prime playing 
at Waialae. Still, the 
transition to a PGA 
Tour Champions event 
could be a blessing 
for several reasons.

The Jan. 14-16, 
54-hole tournament 
at Waialae ends on 
Saturday instead of 
Sunday, meaning less 
competition with the 
NFL for viewers. That’s 
good for the Golf 

Channel, which will tele-
vise both Hawaii events, 
and good for the state, 
which considers golf a 
marketing investment 
that attracts visitors 
with beauty shots of 
sunny skies beamed into 
mainland homes during 
the middle of winter.

“Welcoming the 

Sony Championship 
Hawaii to Waialae is 
more than hosting a 
world class golf event 
— it’s an opportunity 
to showcase the spirit 
of aloha and strengthen 
the community impact 
that has uplifted our 
islands for decades,” said 
Gov. Josh Green, who 

was quoted in a release 
from the PGA Tour and 
Sony on Wednesday. 
“We are proud to see 
this next chapter unfold 
and grateful for partners 
who share our commit-
ment to Hawaii’s people 
and future. Mahalo 
to the PGA TOUR 
Champions and Sony 

Group Corporation lead-
ership for perpetuating 
professional golf in the 
Hawaiian Islands.”

Rolfing was instru-
mental in bringing the 
stakeholders together.

“I’m ecstatic,” 
said Rolfing, the Golf 
Channel broadcaster 
from Maui. “I almost 
can’t believe it hap-
pened, because the 
situation seemed so 
dire to us. I feel like 
Sony basically saved 
the PGA Tour’s pres-
ence in Hawaii.”

The 78-player field 
will compete for a $3 
million purse. Then 
most of them will fly 
to the Big Island to 
play at Hualalai, which 
has a contract with 
Mitsubishi through 2030.

Consecutive 
Champions Tour events 
to start the season in 
Hawaii will give both 
events star-power boost. 
And legendary per-
formers are cherished 
in golf more than other 

By DAVE REARDON
Honolulu Star-Advertiser

‘I feel like Sony basically saved 
the Tour’s presence in Hawaii’

MARCO GARCIA/Imagn Images 

Vijay Singh, of Fiji, drives off the 14th tee during the third round of the Sony 
Open on Jan. 17 in Hawaii.
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Vulcan youth soccer camps will begin in late July, hosted by men’s head coach 
Diego Marroquin.

See WIMBLEDON Page B2 See VULCANS Page B2

See SONY Page B2
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Goncalo Ramos 
scored the go-ahead 
goal for Portugal in sec-
ond-half stoppage time 
— then saw a potential 
equalizer for Croatia 
overturned by VAR 
moments later — as the 
Portuguese moved on to 
the World Cup’s round 
of 16 with a 2-1 victory 
in Toronto on Thursday.

Portugal, who 
also got a goal from 
Cristiano Ronaldo, will 
face Spain, a 3-0 winner 
against Austria earlier 
in the day, on Monday 
in Arlington, Texas.

Ramos, making just 
his second appearance 
of the tournament, 
entered in the 63rd 
minute. He put Portugal 
ahead 2-1 in the fourth 
minute of added time 
as he headed a perfect 
cross from Rafael Leao 
past Croatian goalkeep-
er Dominik Livakovic.

Croatia thought it 
had pulled level in the 
13th minute of stoppage 
time through substitute 
Josko Gvardiol. A video 
check, however, disal-
lowed the goal, as Mario 
Pasalic was ruled to 
have been in an offside 

position when team-
mate Igor Matanovic 
made a slight flick of 
the ball with his head.

It turned out to 
be a massive relief 

for Portugal, who 
trailed 1-0 until 
the 68th minute.

After a VAR check 
found that Nikola 
Vlasic had taken down 

Portugal’s Renato Veiga 
in the box, Ronaldo 
converted the eventual 
penalty to make it 1-1, 
using a stutter-step 
move to fake out 

Livakovic. Ronaldo, 41, 
became the oldest play-
er to score in a men’s 
World Cup knock-
out-stage game; it was 
also his first-ever goal 

in the knockout round.
Ronaldo’s goal can-

celed out a 53rd-minute 
opener for Croatia. 
Josip Stanisic’s cross 
from the right side 
glanced off the head of 
Portugal’s Ruben Dias 
and fell to Ivan Perisic.

With goalkeeper 
Diogo Costa pulled off 
his line, Perisic gath-
ered himself and fired 
it into the back of the 
net for his first goal 
of the tournament.

Croatia looked 
to retake the lead in 
the 75th minute, but 
two brilliant saves 
by Costa — both on 
long-range attempts 
by Mateo Kovacic — 
kept the match level. 
Then, in the 81st min-
ute, Croatia’s Petar 
Sucic had a would-be 
goal ruled offside.

That set up Ramos’ 
eventual winner 
and later Gvardiol’s 
reversed equalizer, 
sending Croatia home 
and putting Portugal 
through to the final 16.

Costa ended the 
evening with five saves 
in the win. Livakovic 
stopped two of the 
four shots he faced.
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SONY From the front page

big tests in the next round 
when they play French Open 
champion Alexander Zverev, 
fifth seed Alex de Minaur 
and third seed Felix Auger-
Aliassime but Brooksby has 
the unenviable task of trying 
to topple Jannik Sinner.

Zverev continued his bid for 
a second straight Grand Slam 
trophy by beating unseeded 
Frenchman Valentin Royer 6-1 
6-3 7-6(3) while De Minuar 
dispatched another Frenchman 

in Adrian Mannarino with 
a 6-3 6-2 6-2 win.

Victories for Ashlyn 
Krueger and Emma Navarro 
meant eight American 
women advanced to the 
third round along with Iva 
Jovic, Jessica Pegula, Coco 
Gauff and Claire Liu.

Rybakina through 
It was the end of the road 

for Caty McNally, however, 

as she ran into a roadblock 
in the form of 2022 cham-
pion Elena Rybakina and 
went down 6-1 6-2.

Keys progressed with a 
6-1 6-4 win over local hope 
Katie Swan, who could not 
take advantage of the high-pro-
file support in the Court One 
stands where Kate, Britain’s 
Princess of Wales, and tennis 
royal Andy Murray were sat.

Arthur Fery was also 
watched by Kate in his early 

games against Finnish qualifier 
Otto Virtanen on Court 18, 
and the 23-year-old wildcard 
went on to win 5-7 7-6(3) 6-3 
6-3 on a sun-soaked morning 
at the All England Club.

She was gone by the time 
another British wildcard Jacob 
Fearnley fought for nearly 
three hours but succumbed 
eventually to Spaniard Jaume 
Munar 6-4 7-6(3) 6-4.

Even as media specula-
tion swirled about Serena 

Williams’ participation in 
the women’s doubles event 
alongside her sister Venus 
after a knee injury, her sin-
gles conqueror Maya Joint 
fell 3-6 6-2 6-0 to Alexandra 
Eala of the Philippines.

Eala will now prepare 
for defending champion 
Iga Swiatek, who cleared a 
potentially dangerous hur-
dle with ease as she beat 
former world number one 
Karolina Pliskova 6-1 6-3.

sports because many 
can still play well deep 
into middle-age.

Current Champions 
Tour stars include 
Ernie Els, Jim Furyk, 
Vijay Singh, Zach 
Johnson and K.J. 
Choi — all of whom 
are past Sony Open in 
Hawaii champions.

The Waialae layout is 
shorter than most PGA 
Tour stops and plays to 
a par 70, making it ideal 
for the older pros who 
don’t drive the ball as 
far as they once did.

“It’s remarkable this 
has happened and I 
think the ratings could 
well be higher (than for 
previous Sony Opens. 

It couldn’t have worked 
out better,” Rolfing said. 
“Take a look at the past 
winners who are on 
this (Champions) tour. 
I think it’s going to be 
tremendous. I think it 
has a chance to draw 
(more spectators).”

In April, the PGA 
Tour confirmed reports 
from media outlets, 
including the Star-
Advertiser, that the 
Sony Open would no 
longer be a regular 
event, but might become 
part of the Champions 
Tour, as part of a two-
event swing with the 
Mitsubishi, and that The 
Sentry at Kapalua on 
Maui would not return.

New PGA Tour CEO 
Brian Rolapp wants a 
redesigned schedule, 
with fewer events, but 
more in larger mar-
kets than Hawaii.

The Sentry on Maui 
was not played this year, 
due to drought condi-
tions and water rights 
issues. The Sony Open 
took its place as the 
PGA Tour’s first event of 
the calendar year. Many 
thought this year’s Sony 
Open would be the final 
PGA Tour event of any 
kind at Waialae, which 
has hosted the tour 
every year since 1965.

The Sony 
Championship Hawaii 
will be the sixth PGA 

Tour Champions event 
to be contested on a 
course that formerly 
hosted a PGA Tour 
event, according to 
Wednesday’s release.

“Internationally, 
PGA TOUR Champions 
coverage is available in 
more than 170 coun-
tries and territories via 
22 media partners,” 
according to the release.

Sony has been signa-
ture sponsor for 28 years 
and, according to the 
release, contributed more 
than $27 million for 
Hawaii nonprofit organi-
zations, benefiting hun-
dreds of local charities.

“We are excited 
to welcome the Sony 

Championship Hawaii to 
PGA TOUR Champions. 
Sony has been an 
incredible PGA TOUR 
partner since 1999, 
and we are looking 
forward to beginning 
this new era with the 
legends of the game 
competing on a truly 
iconic venue in Waialae 
Country Club,” said 
PGA Tour Champions 
President Miller 
Brady in the release.

Sony Group 
President and CEO 
Hiroki Totoki expressed 
similar sentiments.

“We are delighted to 
continue Sony’s long-
standing commitment 
to Hawaii and to the 

meaningful economic, 
charitable, and com-
munity impact that 
professional golf brings 
to the region,” Totoki 
said. “Since 1999, the 
tournament has provided 
a unique opportunity for 
our employees, clients, 
and guests to experience 
the spirit of Hawaii 
alongside world-class 
golf competition. As 
we transition to PGA 
TOUR Champions, we 
look forward to continu-
ing our commitment to 
the State of Hawaii and 
also, to welcoming back 
many of the players and 
champions who have 
been such an important 
part of our history.”

VULCANS From the front page

Campers will learn fundamentals while 
developing confidence, teamwork and 
a love for basketball. Includes lunch, 
basketball, T-shirt and camp photo.

Youth camp
• Pana’ewa Park Gym - July 20-23
• Boys and girls (Grades 3-12)
• 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. — $150
This camp is held in tribute to 

the late Coach Jimmy Yagi. Both 
Vulcans head coaches Kaniela Aiona 
(men’s) and David Kaneshiro (wom-
en’s) grew up attending the Coach 
Jimmy Yagi Basketball Camp. Coach 
Yagi’s passions for teaching the 
game, developing youth people and 
instilling lifelong values left a lasting 
impact on generations of players.

For more information, con-
tact Vulcans head coach Kaniela 
Aiona (uhhmbkb@hawaii.edu).

Volleyball
Registration at SunaharaVBCamps.

com. Register by July 15.
Elite all-skills camp
• Vulcan Gymnasium - Aug. 1-2
• Boys and girls (Ages 13-18)
• 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. — $150
• Includes T-shirt and lunch
All-skills camp
• Vulcan Gymnasium - Aug. 8
• Boys and girls (Ages 11-14)
• 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. — $50
Youth camp
• Vulcan Gymnasium - Aug. 8
• Boys and girls (Ages 8-12)
• 1-4 p.m. — $50
• Limited spaces available
For more information, con-

tact Vulcans head coach Reed 
Sunahara (reed28@hawaii.edu) or 
events coordinator Hoku Haliniak 
(hoku@theloicollective.org).

These camps are indepen-
dent commercial enterprises 
from the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo and camps are open to any 
and all entrants, only restrict-
ed by number, age and gender.
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Vulcan youth volleyball camps will begin in early August, run by women’s 
volleyball head coach Reed Sunahara.

Portugal survive late drama to beat Croatia 
By Field Level Media

MIKE SEGAR/Imagn Images 

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates scoring their first goal against Croatia on Thursday in Tornoto Can-
ada. Portugal will face Spain on Monday in Dallas for spot in the World Cup quarter-finals.
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