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The Honolulu Star-Advertiser strives to 
make its news report fair and accurate. 
If you have a question or comment about 
news coverage, call Marsha McFadden, 
managing editor/news, at 808-529-4759 
or email city editors at cityeditors@
staradvertiser.com.

911 REPORT

Firefighters rescue 2 people, 
many dogs from burning home

Honolulu firefighters rescued two peo-
ple and several pet dogs from a burning 
home in Kalihi on Monday afternoon.

The 911 call came in at 12:49 p.m. for a 
fire at 1662 Gulick Ave. Twelve units with 
about 45 personnel responded, arriving on 
scene just five minutes later to find smoke 
and flames coming from the front of the 
home with multiple sublevels.

During a search, they found two occu-
pants on a lower level and escorted them 
outside, where care was transferred to 
Honolulu Emergency Medical Services. 
Firefighters went back in and confirmed 
there were no other occupants, then 
helped secure several pet dogs.

Firefighters brought the fire under con-
trol at about 1:30 p.m., and fully extin-
guished it at 1:40 p.m.
———
Star-Advertiser staff

NEWSWATCH

Health Department warns 
of Pedigree dog food recall

The Hawaii Department of Health is 
alerting residents of a national recall of 
two lots of Pedigree canned dog food.

Mars Petcare US Inc. of Tennessee has 
recalled two lots of its Pedigree Can High 
Protein Chopped Chicken & Duck Flavor 
wet dog food due to the potential presence 
of metal and plastic pieces.

The recall applies only to 13.2-ounce 
cans of High Protein Chopped Chicken 
& Duck Flavor for dogs with lot codes 
613C3KKCFC and 613C1KKCFC. The lot 
code is printed on the bottom of the can.

The company told the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration that these two lots 
did not meet its stringent safety and qual-
ity standards, and had identified them for 
destruction prior to distribution.

Mars later discovered the products had 
been “fraudulently diverted” and sold in 
the U.S. marketplace by a third-party ven-
dor. Mars is working with authorities to 
determine how they entered the market-
place.

No sales or distribution information is 
available to determine if the recalled 
products were sold in Hawaii.

Consuming hard or sharp foreign ob-
jects in food may cause injuries to dogs — 
from choking to lacerations or blockages 
in the gastrointestinal tract. 

Mars says customers with questions can 
contact Pedigree Consumer Care to initiate 
a replacement at 1-800-525-5273 or visit 
pedigree.com/update.
———
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Today’s ship arrivals and departures:

HONOLULU HARBOR

AGENT VESSEL ETA ETD BERTH

ISS  Serenity Highway  5 a.m.  –  sea to 31
TNC  Magnate  –  2:30 p.m.  51A to sea
TNC  Magnate  3:30 p.m.  –  sea to Anc. D
MNC  Manoa  4 p.m.  –  sea to 52
WNLI  Ardmore Pursuit  –  5 p.m.  Anc. C to sea
PHT  George III  6 p.m.  –  sea to 51A
ISS  Serenity Highway  –  7:30 p.m.  31 to sea

SHIP AHOY!

CORRECTIONS

Chinese Communist Party member 
faces visa fraud charge in Hawaii

UH-Hilo professors lead AI concentration

A 51-year-old man from 
China is facing a federal crim-
inal charge in Hawaii after he 
allegedly hid his background 
as a lieutenant colonel in the 
People’s Liberation Army 
and Communist Party leader 
on his visa application.

Fanlin Lin is charged with 
a single count of fraud and 
misuse of visas, permits and 
other documents. He was 
charged by federal criminal 
complaint Thursday, and 
made his initial appearance 
Tuesday. His detention hear-
ing is scheduled for Friday. 
The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice filed a motion to hold Lin 
without bail until his trial.

Lin appeared Tuesday 
with the help of a Mandarin 
language interpreter. Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Moham-
mad Khatib is prosecuting 
the case.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the District of Hawaii de-
clined comment in response 
to Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
questions about what Lin 
was allegedly doing in the 
U.S. Lin’s attorney did not 
immediately reply to a 
Star-Advertiser request 

for comment.
He was arrested July 1 at 

Daniel K. Inouye Interna-
tional Airport trying to enter 
the country.

Lin was issued a 10 year 
B-1/B-2 visa on June 27, 2017, 
based on his visa interview 
“that he described his pur-
pose of travel as a cultural 
visit to Hawaii,” according to 
federal court records.

The B1/B2 visa is a U.S. 
nonimmigrant visa for tem-
porary business (B-1) and 
tourism or medical treat-
ment (B-2) visits, often com-
bined into a single visa, 
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

In 2017, Lin listed current 
employment in 2017 as a gen-
eral manager for Beijing Moze 
International Cultural Devel-
opment Co. He listed prior 
employment as a deputy di-
rector of the Chinese Foreign 
Language Bureau Education 
Training Center and his prior 
education as having studied 
physical education at the 
Beijing Sports University.

Lin responded “No” to the 
questions: “Have you be-
longed to, contributed to, or 
worked for any professional, 
social, or charitable 
organization?”; “Do you 

have any specialized skills 
or training, including fire-
arms, explosives, nuclear, 
biological, or chemical expe-
rience?” and “Have you ever 
served in the military?”

On July 1, Lin was 
stopped and questioned by 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers after he pre-
sented his Chinese passport 
and B-1/B-2 visa. Lin was 
flagged by CPB’s Collateral 
Threat Response Team.

Lin admitted he also at-
tended the Peoples Libera-
tion Army Military Institute.

“When asked why he did 
not declare his education at 
a PLA Institute on his U.S. 
Visa application, Lin stated 
that the school had closed 
down and that he worried it 
might reflect poorly on his 
visa application,” read an af-
fidavit from a Homeland Se-
curity Investigations agent.

CBP searched Lin’s iPhone 
17 Pro and found his PLA 
discharge certificate, listing 
him as having joined in 1994 
and left service in 2011, leav-
ing the PLA as a lieutenant 
colonel and having been last 
assigned as an officer with 
the Chemical Defense Com-
mand Engineering College.

During the interview with 

CBP, Lin allegedly admitted 
that he had been employed 
by China’s army and had 
basic firearms training as a 
part of his military service. 
Lin also allegedly admitted 
to being a current member 
of the Chinese Communist 
Party who holds a “leader-
ship role in his local 
branch,” according to 
federal court records.

PLA officers and officials 
have long been a concern of 
U.S. military and intelligence 
officials.

The PLA continues to 
make steady progress to-
ward its 2027 goals, whereby 
the PLA must be able to 
achieve “strategic decisive 
victory” over Taiwan, “strate-
gic counterbalance” against 
the United States in the nu-
clear and other strategic do-
mains, and “strategic 
deterrence and control” 
against other regional coun-
tries,”according to the 
Military and Security Devel-
opments Involving the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 2025 
report to Congress.

“In other words, China ex-
pects to be able to fight and 
win a war on Taiwan by the 
end of 2027,” read the
 report.

The University of Hawaii at 
Hilo is rolling out several new 
artificial intelligence-focused 
offerings this fall to help pre-
pare students for the rapidly 
changing landscape.

Sukhwa Hong and Chenbo 
Shi, both professors in 
UH-Hilo’s College of Busi-
ness and Economics, are 
spearheading the effort with 
the launch of a business an-
alytics and AI concentration 
option for business stu-
dents, as well as an AI for 
business certificate avail-
able to all majors.

Hong said he hopes the 
new programs will make 
AI education more accessi-
ble to a broader range of 
students, particularly those 
interested in business.

“Not just computer sci-
ence students, but I think 
everyone should need to 
know AI,” Hong said. “So, we 
thought about making our 
students take courses in 
computer science to learn 
about AI, because that is 
needed, obviously, but that’s 
not enough — teaching 
general AI to our students 
wasn’t good enough. So, why 
not build something that is 
just for our students?”

Hong and Shi have been 
working on developing cur-
riculum for the new pro-
grams, which will include 
one completely new course, 
as well as modifications to 
existing ones.

“We tried to launch this 
program fast, and the most 
optimized way, or efficient 
way, is to adapt from the 
courses we currently have,” 

Shi said. “So, essentially we 
developed one course, 
which is the intro level con-
centration course, and that 
will be kind of the first 
course the students in this 
concentration take … and 
we revised another two 
courses, business analytics 
and text mining, into more 
AI-related courses by includ-
ing more AI components.”

Hong said students will 
also be required to take 
several courses in data sci-
ence to complete the con-
centration. In addition to 
learning the basics of what 
AI is and how it works, the 
new programs will also fo-
cus on ethics and responsi-
ble AI usage.

“AI is a very sensitive sub-
ject, so of course ethics is 
very important, because AI 
obviously has limitations,” 
he said. “Our students are 
not computer science stu-
dents, so they actually don’t 
need to know the architec-
ture behind the AI. But the 
reason that we are teaching 
it is because they need to 
know how it works in order 
to know its limitations.”

He said the program is not 
necessarily aimed at encour-
aging students to use AI, but 
rather at allowing them to 
make more informed deci-
sions about if, when and 
how they do.

“We are giving them 
options,” Hong said. “So, 
you choose to study AI. 
We’ll teach you how to use 
it, we’ll even teach you the 
limitations, what are all the 
bad things about AI, and it’s 
up to you whether to use it.”

He and Shi said they view 
AI as a valuable tool for stu-
dents to have in the current 
job market, which has been 
largely impacted and re-
shaped by AI.

While there has been 
broad concern about AI re-
ducing the need for human 
workers, Hong said he is 
less worried about that and 
more concerned with pre-
paring students to have the 
skills necessary to meet the 
evolving demands of the job 
market.

“It’s not that AI is going to 
replace your job, but it’s the 
people who have AI skills 
that will replace your job,” 

he said. “So, they need to 
have those AI skills … so it’s 
not that they should be 
afraid of AI, but they should 
be afraid of people who 
have AI skills. So we’re try-
ing to make that our 
students.”

However, he and Shi said 
it is challenging to keep up 
with the technology, which 
seems to be changing more 
quickly than they are able to 
update curriculum.

“The thing is, AI is chang-
ing so fast, so by the time 
we actually offer the course, 
some of the materials be-
come outdated,” he said “So 
we have to continuously 
maintain the courses to the 
latest content, so that’s 
what we’re trying to figure 
out.”

The new programs are 
the first of their kind in the 
UH system, and Hong and 
Shi said they are excited to 
be able to offer a more bal-
anced, comprehensive 
AI education at UH Hilo that 
allows students to better 
understand it and leverage 
it in a positive way.

“AI, of course, has a bad 
side, but I’ve been working 
with it for like three or four 
years, and it does good 
things, too,” he said “It’s 
already here, so we cannot 
get rid of it, so once it’s here, 
why not make it good for us? 
That’s what we’re trying to 
do as educators, (and) our 
students can be a part of 
that.”

Hong and Shi said they en-
courage anyone who is in-
terested to look into the 
programs, which they said 
do not require prior pro-
gramming or math skills.

By Peter Boylan
pboylan@staradvertiser.com

By Grace Inez Adams
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

ON THE MOVE

West Hawaii Region has announced that 
Jeffrey Palmgren has been appointed to 
the State Advocacy Committee and Fed-
eral Advocacy Commit-
tee of the American 
Urological Association. 
Dr. Palmgren is cur-
rently regional chief 
medical officer for Kona 
Community Hospital, 
serving nearly 10 years 
of practice in West 
Hawaii, with previous 
experience as chief of 
urology at Samaritan Health Systems in 
Corvallis, Ore. He is also a diplomate of 
the American Board of Urology and cur-
rently leads the urology department at 
Alii Health Center.
———
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Supporting a 
blue economy
Gov. Josh Green held a 
press conference on Mon-
day for the signing of 
SB 2907, which supports 
what the governor called 
a “blue economy.” The 
bill creates a framework 
for marine-related policy, 
establishes the Offi ce of 
Marine Affairs and a Ma-
rine Affairs Governing 
Board within the Hawai‘i 
Technology Development 
Corporation, along with a 
Marine Affairs coordina-
tor position. Examples of 
emerging ocean techno-
logy were placed at the 
signing. 
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