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When I lived in the 
Midwest, spring 
was a big deal. 

After months of cold and 
snow and ice, it was as if the 
world awakened to a new 
day, despite the fact that the 
poet T.S. Eliot once dubbed 
April “the cruelest month.” 
(And as a former English 
professor, I could spend 
a whole column explain-
ing why he wrote that!) 
Flowers would bloom, birds 
returned, and spirits were 
raised as the often gloomy 
days and cold temperatures 
of winter eased away.

Here in Hilo, the transi-
tion from winter to spring is 
not nearly so dramatic, but 
springtime is still a season of 
joy. Merrie Monarch week 
brings thousands of people 
into our little city, and all the 
commercial assets of Hilo 
are on full display: people 
fill the restaurants, walk the 
streets in their aloha attire, 
and visit the numerous craft 
fairs. The halau hula bring 
spring to our community 
with dance, ‘olelo, culture, 
and color. The festival is its 
own kind of reawakening 
for our entire community.

Spring here at the uni-
versity brings its own joy. 
When the students return 

from spring break, the pace 
of activity picks up. UH 
Hilo and ‘Imiloa hosted 
numerous Merrie Monarch 
activities this year, both 
for our students and for the 
community. Employees and 
students engaged in Merrie 
Monarch activities through-
out the week, including 
marching in the parade on 
Saturday with our friends 
and colleagues from Hawaii 
Community College.

Earth Day will bring 
hundreds of keiki to our 
campus next week in what 
has become a signature event 
for both Hawaii CC and UH 
Hilo as we celebrate our 
‘aina and work to protect it. 
In addition to events for chil-
dren, students and employ-
ees will engage in Malama 
Honua Huaka‘i in Puna, 
Hilo, and Kona; we will 
host academic presentations 
throughout the week, and we 
hope community members 
will join us. Register here: 
tinyurl.com/563wb76j.

Celebrations of culture 
and ‘aina are quickly fol-
lowed by numerous academ-
ic celebrations leading up to 
the UH Hilo Commencement 
on May 16. I always say that 

commencement is my favor-
ite day of the year, and it is, 
but at that event, each stu-
dent has mere seconds in the 
limelight, a very brief recog-
nition of years of hard work 
to get to the finish line. Thus, 
in the weeks leading up to 
the big event, we honor stu-
dents in smaller celebrations.

Each college hosts an 
event for their graduating 
students and scholarship 
recipients; athletics cel-
ebrates both athletic and 
academic achievement, 
Campus Center awards stu-
dents who have performed 
notable service. We honor 
graduating Bonner lead-
ership program students, 
Chancellor’s Scholars, 
and numerous others.

Each of these smaller 
celebrations is special in its 
own way. Some of the cele-
brations are planned by the 
students themselves. Some 
are also rites of passage, 
such as the pinning ceremo-
nies for nursing and pharma-
cy students who are formally 
entering into their profes-
sions as well as graduating 
from college. We celebrate 
the teachers who are leaving 
us to go out into the schools 

and pay forward the training 
they have received. Families 
and community members 
join us for many of these 
events, and just as is the case 
at commencement, the pride 
and affection of ‘ohana for 
their graduates is my favorite 
aspect of these celebrations.

Another important transi-
tional activity in the spring 
that is not formally celebrat-
ed until fall is the awarding 
of tenure and promotion to 
some of our outstanding 
faculty. It is my honor and 
pleasure to review the dos-
sier of each faculty member 
who has applied for tenure 
or promotion. This reading 
reveals to me the specifics 
of the care and innovation 
with which faculty teach 
their classes and the depth 
of their knowledge in their 
subject matter, including 
the esteem that colleagues 
both on and off campus 
accord them for their accom-
plishments. Service to the 
campus and the profession 
is also recognized in these 
files, and all this work lays 
the groundwork for our 
students’ own journeys.

Spring thus brings an 
ending of the academic 
year, but also a celebration 
of new beginnings for our 
students and our faculty. 
Spring has arrived, more 
vibrant than ever, and with 
it, a reaffirmation of our 
kuleana to serve our stu-
dents and our community.

Bonnie D. Irwin is chancel-
lor of the University of Hawaii 
at Hilo. Her column appears 
monthly in the Tribune-Herald.

The pope 
bedevils 
Trump
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Naalehu a good 
location for 
KTA supermarket

Naalehu and the surround-
ing area have been without 
a supermarket since 2015.

This has rendered this 
area a “food desert” and 
has forced residents to 
trek to Hawaii Ocean 
View Estates and Kailua-
Kona to buy groceries.

KTA Super Stores con-
structed an express-format 
supermarket in Kealakekua 
to service the needs of South 
Kona several years ago. 
This would be a perfect for-
mat for the Naalehu area.

The defunct Naalehu 

Island Market and sur-
rounding shopping complex 
remains largely empty since 
its closure. This would 
be a perfect location for 
KTA (or another super-
market chain) to open an 
express-format supermarket.

Aaron Stene
Kailua-Kona

Provide tax 
incentives to create 
alternative energy

I wish to remind everyone 
once again of the obvious.

Hawaii is situated in such a 
geographical place that it can 
take full advantage of multi-
ple alternative energy sources. 

The Big Island also has the 
capability of taking advan-
tage of geothermal sources.

We have a choice. We can 
either spend the money on 
high oil prices, or bite the 
bullet and give major tax 
incentives to move to some 
sort of alternative energy now.

Perhaps the state doesn’t 
have the resources to give 
such an incentive, but the 
state would be better off in 
the long run by borrowing 
the money to do so, as the 
population would ultimately 
have more money jiggling in 
their pockets by not having 
to pay so much for high oil 
prices, would make more 
money in the long run and 

pay more in taxes, eventually 
repaying whatever monies 
the state had to borrow.

Typical payback for 
solar is somewhere between 
eight to 12 years. That 
could be a 13% return 
on your investment.

Carl Merner
Holualoa
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President Donald Trump has 
been rampaging around the 
globe like Grendel at din-

ner time, a rapacious, feral crea-
ture. Who could stand up to him?

The soft-spoken, humble Leo, 
who strives to unify, squared 
off against the bombastic, 
solipsistic Trump, who strives 
to divide. And watching the 
saintly pope school the amoral 
president is a blessed sight.

I’m sure His Holiness 
watched askance as Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth cast 
the conflict with Iran as a holy 
war, trying to put God on the 
American side as our troops 
are asked to rain “death and 
destruction from above” on 
“apocalyptic” Iranian foes.

In March, Hegseth called 
for “overwhelming violence of 
action against those who deserve 
no mercy,” asking God to “break 
the teeth of the ungodly.”

This past week, he recited a 
passage that was an adaptation 
of a Quentin Tarantino “Pulp 
Fiction” adaptation of a bibli-
cal passage: “And I will strike 
down upon thee with great 
vengeance and furious anger 
those who attempt to capture 
and destroy my brother.”

He also denounced the press 
as the “Pharisees,” plotting to 
harm the Trump administration 
the same way the Pharisees 
plotted to harm Jesus.

During Easter week, the pope 
seemed to chide Hegseth, saying 
that the Christian mission has 
often been “distorted by a desire 
for domination, entirely foreign 
to the way of Jesus Christ.”

On Easter Sunday, Trump 
blasted out one of his assorted 
threats to destroy Iranian civi-
lization, crudely appending the 
phrase “Praise be to Allah.” Leo 
called the existential extortion 
“truly unacceptable,” a trans-
gression against moral law.

Trump escalated. He posted a 
meme of himself as a Jesus-like 
figure healing a sick man and 
he attacked the Holy Father on 
social media with sinful asper-
sions, saying the pope is “WEAK 
on crime” and “I don’t want a 
Pope who thinks it’s OK for Iran 
to have a Nuclear Weapon.”

Leo, who’s Chicago-tough, 
hasn’t backed down. On the 
social platform X, he said: 
“God does not bless any con-
flict. Anyone who is a disciple 
of Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
is never on the side of those 
who once wielded the sword 
and today drop bombs.”

He reminded the authori-
tarian, Strangelovian president 
that he should be promot-
ing peace through dialogue 
and multilateralism.

“Too many people are suf-
fering today, too many innocent 
people have been killed,” Leo 
told reporters, “and I believe 
someone must stand up and 
say that there is a better way.”

JD Vance, a fairly recent 
convert to Catholicism, duti-
fully jumped into the fray to 
try to brush back the pope and 
butter up Trump, lecturing Leo 
to “be careful when he talks 
about matters of theology” 
and yapping about the “tra-
dition of just war theory.”

When you’re down in 
the weeds about wheth-
er it’s a just war or not, the 
answer is: probably not.

It’s hard for the president to 
give the pope the respect that he 
deserves because Trump clearly 
thinks that he’s the Messiah.

Right before Leo was elected, 
Trump put out a meme of him-
self as the pope. He struts and 
peacocks, playacting as every-
thing — a king, a pope, Jesus.

It is dangerous to play 
God — unless you’re God.

Spring awakenings

The Tribune-Herald welcomes 
letters from readers. Letters can 
be emailed to letters@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com, or mailed to Your 
Views, c/o Hawaii Tribune-Herald, 
P.O. Box 767, Hilo, HI 96721. 
Letters must include your name, 
phone number (which won’t be 
published), and your town. Letters 
should be no longer than 300 
words; shorter, emailed letters are 
preferred. Letters may be edited for 
grammar, length, clarity and taste.

Bonnie 
D. Irwin

By MAUREEN DOWD 
NYTimes News Service

‘Earth Day will bring hundreds of keiki to our cam-
pus next week in what has become a signature event 
for both Hawaii CC and UH Hilo as we celebrate our 

‘aina and work to protect it. In addition to events 
for children, students and employees will engage in 
Malama Honua Huaka‘i in Puna, Hilo, and Kona; we 

will host academic presentations throughout the week, 
and we hope community members will join us.’


