
SEMINAR IN SOCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS

This course will focus on how social institutions— specifically universities— play a part in structuring 
society and fulfilling functions.  These organizations are often controversial and seen as both 
resources and challenges to various other groups and organizations in society. We will consider this in 
general terms, and then focus more specifically on the local level by looking at the University of 
Hawai’i system and the University of Hawai’i at Hilo as examples. In doing so we will focus on what 
functions or roles each institution in society, as historically many revolutions have had their early 
roots in universities across the globe.  

In studying this you will gain a better understanding of the nature and processes of the organizations 
in your daily life and how they impact not only individuals but communities and societies as well. 

About the instructor: Dr. Alton Okinaka is an Associate Professor in the Sociology Department with a 
keen understanding of local and national institutions, and currently sits on the board of a local 
education institution.  

• Credits: 3 
• Pre reqs: SOC100, or instructor’s consent 
• In-person, Tues 6-8:45pm 

Questions? Don’t hesitate to contact Dr. Okinaka at alton@hawaii.edu
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