
FAMILY IN THE 
WORLD PERSPECTIVE

This course provides a comprehensive examination of the institution of 
family from a global perspective. Through a comparative analysis of family 
and marriage patterns across cultures, historical periods, and socio-
economic contexts, students will explore the diverse manifestations of 
familial structures and dynamics. Drawing upon sociological theories and 
empirical research, the course will investigate various aspects of family life, 
including mate selection, parent-child interaction, divorce rates, 
socialization of gender roles, legal sanctions, and trends in organization and 
function. 

Questions? Reach out to Dr. Lindy Hern at lshern@hawaii.edu if you have any 
questions! 

• Credits: 3 
• Fulfills requirements of the Gender and Women’s Studies Minor        (cross-listed as WS300)  
• Pre reqs: SOC100, or instructor’s consent 
• Online Asynchronous 
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