What is education?

As one of the major institutions in society, education
is often at the core of controversy. The importance of
education for the future of society, in terms of
development, innovation and cultural integration, as
well as inequality and stratification make it a vital
institution for which many groups see special
interests. Education is also often viewed as an
investment in the future and a shaper of morals,
values and outlooks. Forindividuals itis seen as a
major force in opportunities for social mobility and

occupational achievement.

This course will start with a consideration of the
philosophy of education and consider what the role
of education in society is. Next, it will look as
perspectives on schools as institutions dealing with,

and sometimes suppressing diversity, and the legacy

of this for modern society.

What defines effective schools, school governance
structures, and effective classroom practices are
some of the topics this course will cover. Course work
will show how schools do not exist in a vacuum.
Instead, they serve many constituencies that are often

at odds with each other.

About the instructor: Dr. Alton Okinaka is an
Associate Professor in the Sociology Department
who previously served as the Chair of UHH's
Education Department and currently sits on the
board of a local education institution.

Credits: 3

Pre regs: SOC100, or instructor’s consent
Tues/Thurs 2:00-3:15pm

Counts towards the Educational Studies Certificate

Questions?

Don‘t hesitate to contact Dr. Okinaka at
alton@hawaii.edu
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