
What is crime? And what social systems do we have in place to 
control crimes?  

This course will introduce you to the various theories used to explain crime, as 
well as to examine the nature, extent, and causes of crime in American society. 
We will consider how crime is defined and measured, explore the criminalization 
of deviance, and discuss various types of crime and criminality. This course will 
also investigate the criminal justice system from all angles— defense, 
prosecution, the courts, and trials—to understand how the system works (or fails 
to work). 

Pre reqs: SOC100 or instructor’s approval 
Credits: 3 
Counts towards: Sociology and Admin. of Justice Major      
     requirements	       

About the instructor: Ellen Meiser is an Assistant Professor in the Sociology Department who 
has worked on criminological research with the City and County of Honolulu and UH Manoa’s 
Social Science Research Institute.  

Please contact Dr. Meiser at emeiser@hawaii.edu if you have any questions about this course!
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