
FC GE Committee – 2/3/20 Minutes 

In attendance: Jean Ippolito (Chair), Brian Bays, Tobias Irish, Jonathan Price, Chris Lauer, Brian Wissman 

1. December 2 minutes approved with one typographical change 6-0-0. 
2. GE Chair’s report to Faculty Congress in January: The Chair’s report to Faculty Congress was not 

distributed at the last Faculty Congress meeting, either via email or paper copies. The only 
significant change from the December report was the certification of QBA 200, which had 
previously been inaccessible via Kuali. 

3. Discussion questions: At the previous CNHS faculty meeting several questions had been raised 
about GE certification: 

a. Can exam questions count toward the 5 page minimum requirement for GE 
certification? Our answer: Yes, provided writing in complete sentences is required and 
the requirement is enumerated on both the application and the syllabus. 

b. What if we no longer feel a class meets the hallmarks for a given GE requirement, e.g. 
GCC, and choose not to recertify? Our answer: Programs should look to make sure there 
are other paths for students to fulfill the requirements in their fields of interest and 
graduate in a timely fashion. 

c. Do the old UH Hilo requirements for GE certification still apply? Our answer: Everything 
faculty members need to document for certification is included on the Kuali application. 
The application should reflect the content in the syllabus, and cutting-and-pasting is 
encouraged, but the language of GE hallmarks does not need to be included in the 
syllabus.   

4. Reports from GE Committee Members on progress or strategies for re-certification: 
a. College of Natural and Health Sciences: Brian Wissman and Jonathan Price: Brian and 

Jonathan attended the last faculty meeting and outlined the process. Jonathan 
explained, “Our job is to help you help us” to recertify as many courses as possible. 

b. Social Sciences: Tobias Irish and Brian Bays: Tobias has emailed the chairs of each 
department and has yet to receive a reply. 

c. Humanities: Chris Lauer and Jean Ippolito: All chairs have been contacted, and some 
have begun organizing their faculty to input their courses. 

d. CoBE and CAFNRM: Jean Ippolito: The colleges have not yet been contacted. 
e. Ka Haka ʻUla o Keʻelikōlani: Yumiko Ohara: Yumiko will be leaving the country in March 

and hopes to input all courses before she leaves. She has syllabi from all six Linguistics 
courses up for recertification, but syllabi from only two of the remaining 21 courses up 
for re-certification in the College. 

5. Jean Ippolito nominated Chris Lauer to be GE Committee Chair for Fall 2020. No other 
nominations were made, and no vote was taken. 
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