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Recertification Questions and Answers: 
 
The GE Committee met on February 3rd and deliberated several questions concerning criteria for recertification, 
including whether or not exam essays could count toward the five-page minimum requirement in the syllabus for GE 
Certification. The answer to that question is yes, but this must be enumerated in the application as well as on the 
syllabus.  
 
Another question asked was what to do if a department chooses not to re-certify certain courses: the GE Committee 
members felt that it would be important to look for other pathways for students to fulfill the requirements in their 
fields of interest, especially for GCC courses, so that students can still graduate in a timely manner. 
 
And Finally, do the old UH Hilo requirements for GE certification still apply, even though we have shifted to the 
system-wide hallmarks? Our answer: Everything faculty members need to document for certification is included on 
the KUALI application. The application has been revised and simplified so that there is no redundancy. Although 
the language of the new GE Hallmarks does not need to be included in the syllabus, it is the syllabus that will be 
used to verify that the explanations given for hallmarks in the application will be incorporated into the course 
content. 
 
Our recommendation is to include topics and assignments in the syllabus to meet the hallmarks and requirements, 
and then to copy and paste these from the syllabus into the answer fields of the application. A thoroughly prepared 
syllabus should result in a sound application for GE certification. 
 
Recertification Progress and Procedures: 
 
GE Committee members Brian Wissman and Jonathon Price are working with Deans and Department Chairs in the 
College of Natural and Health Sciences to encourage faculty to input their courses into KUALI for re-certification. 
Chris Lauer is working with Humanities, Tobias Irish and Brian Bays are working with Social Sciences, and 
Yumiko Ohara with Ka Haka ‘Ula. I have contacted CAFNRM, COBE and CoPHARM.  So far we have about 30 
applications in: 21 of which are from Humanities (mostly English and Philosophy), 4 in MATH and 3 from Physics 
and Astronomy in CNHS, 2 Economics from COBE, and one from Horticulture in CAFNRM.   
 
The GE Committee has decided to work with faculty as the courses come in to assure that they are recertified. If 
they are ready, we will vote to recertify, if not, we will send them back with feedback. In this way, we hope to get 
the bulk of the work done by the end of this academic year.   
 
For courses received at least by the May 1st priority deadline, we will continue to work toward re-certification. 
Courses received just before the final October 1st cutoff deadline in the Fall, will only get a yes or no vote, as we 
will not have time to send any back for editing before the GE Committee needs to submit the final list to the 
Registrar’s Office in early January 2021. 
 
Courses recertified through this process will be good for five years beginning Fall 2021. 
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