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The Cold War era defined a nation. In the event 
of an Atomic bomb attack, children practiced bomb 
drills regularly in schools and families invested in un
derground shelters for protection. Around the world, 
government officials wanted to spread the United 
States ideology of democracy against the Soviet 
Union's communism. Already involved in another 
country, Korea, the United States set off to Vietnam on 
their tour against communism with early advisers in 
1950. The Cold War concepts of "containment" and 
the "domino theory" allowed the U.S. to legitimize in
volvement in another third world country. The Unit
ed States did not want Vietnam to fall, like a domino, 
to Communist influence in the region. Vietnam's raw 
materials were also valuable for Japan which was the 
U.S. ally in Asia. 

Images of freedom, sovereignty and self-deter
mination coaxed foreigners into wanting and be
lieving in the American dream. On the other hand, 
the implementation of democracy was hypocritical. 
Washington officials said one thing but imposed an
other, which included unpopular, tyrannical dictators. 
Freedom was important in the self-determination of 
nations, but only if it was advantageous to the United 
States. In some cases, the U.S handpicked natives to 
run a puppet government with the rules and regula
tions determined by the colonial power. These new 
governments were corrupt and out of touch with the 
wants and needs of the majority of the population. 
United States military advisers were some of the first 
U.S. representatives sent overseas, much like ambas
sadors and diplomats are today. The United States 
military advisory committees and military aid in Viet
nam helped train, fund and later on fought along with 
the South Vietnamese army beginning as early as 1950_ 
and lasting through 1975. 

Colonial oppression was rampant in Vietnam's 
tumultuous history. Vietnam was ruled as a part of 
the Chinese Empire for over a thousand years from 
111 B.C. to A.O. 939. In the 10th century, Vietnam was 
finally able to attain independence due to a number of 
revolts and nationalistic uprisings. French conquest 
of Indochina during the 1850s-1870s, subjugated Indo
china to a European power. Later on, Japan replaced 
Vietnam as the colonial oppressor during World War 
II. France resumed its re-occupation of Vietnam after 
the Japanese unconditional surrender in 1945. The 
experience of constant oppression gave nationalists in 
Vietnam the courage to strive for self-determination, 
much like the ideology and rhetoric of the United 
States. The United States was a model to smaller na
tions for freedom and democracy. However, during 
the Cold War, the United States did not view the in
surgent rebels as "freedom fighters", instead the reb
els were fighting for the communist ideology. 

By 1945, Ho Chi Minh, a Vietnamese communist 
and nationalist, had helped both China and the Unit
ed States in providing useful information about the 
Japanese. Minh gained almost total political power 
and popularity by 1945 because he was nationalist 
first and communist second.1 He organized and led a 
coalition of nationalist elements dominated by com
munists called Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi 
or the Vietnam Independence League also known as 
the Viet Minh. On September 2, 1945 Ho Chi Minh 
along with other Viet Minh nationalists wrote "The 
Vietnamese Declaration of Independence". This 
document cited grievances and problems with the 
French colonial rule and declared freedom much like 
the 1776 American declaration against the King of 
England.2 In May 1946, Ho traveled to Paris for a 
peaceful, diplomatic solution to hopefully end the ten
sions between France and the Viet Minh. Later in the 
same year, the Viet Minh launched their first uprising 
against the French colonial government and the first 
Indochinese War. 

By December 1946, constant skirmishes between 
the French colonial troops and the Viet Minh began. 
In 1947Ho chi Minh's Democratic Republic of Viet
nam (ORV) and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) both 
emerged as governments in Vietnam. The RVN was 
led by Bao Dai, formerly the Emperor of Annan (Indo
china) and was the last Emperor of Vietnam. Dai was 
educated in France but as his country became envel
oped in internal fighting and fighting with the French, 
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he left the county. In the 1949, with the Communist 
takeover of mainland China, the French ratified a 
treaty granting Vietnamese independence from the 
French Union. The French ratification of that treaty 
was directly related to the Mao's communist takeover 
of mainland China. It was evidence of a power-
ful, enormous Communist country extremely close 
to similar, unstable, highly susceptible countries in 
Southeast Asia for direct Communist influence. The 
French persuaded Dai to return as Head of State but 
not Emperor. The French also allowed Vietnam a lim
ited independence through Dai' s puppet government. 
Dai' s puppet government did not have much control 
over Vietnam. The French maintained a strong upper 
hand in exploiting Vietnam's resources and did not 
introduce much-needed reforms for the Vietnamese 
people. In 1950, while the ORV was recognized by 
the Soviet Union and mainland China, the French 
formed a rival government, the RVN under Dai in 
Saigon recognized by the United States, United King
dom, France and the United Nations. 

As early as 1946-1947, the United States interest 
in Vietnam blossomed with the high possibility of 
Vietnam becoming communist. Vietnam played a key 
part in the ideology war of democracy versus commu
nism between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R were vying for the most 
powerful nation at a time when nations rebelled 
against colonial oppressors and search for freedom. 
The United States was committed to the policy of con
tainment and felt that if Vietnam fell to communism 
then the other unsatisfied, rebellious states would 
follow their lead. The fear of the "domino effect" 
and the previous losses of China and North Korea to 
communism helped develop the interest to help the 
French in Vietnam. 

In the beginning, government officials were un
certain about specific U.S. policy towards Vietnam. 
According to Ronald Spector' s Advice and Support: 
The Early Years, 1941-1960, Secretary of State George 
C. Marshall debated over France's "outmoded co
lonial outlook and method" and "Ho's direct Com
munist connections". He concluded that in May 
1947 "frankly we have no solution ... to suggest."3 

However, in July 1947, U.S. army staff "observed that 
Southeast Asia was an important source of 'strategic 
resources' for the United States"4. A strategic resource 
included the prime location of Vietnam especially 
with respects to mainland Asia and the South Pacific. 
Not only was the containment of communism impor
tant, but there was also a concern for the economic 
development of the different countries, like Japan, and 
the raw materials available for the United States; some 
of the raw materials that Vietnam provided included 

rice, rubber and timber. At the time, these were es
sential for the prosperity of Japan's industrializa
tion. Agriculture was the primary occupation of the 
population, and the production of rice helped sustain 
the dense population in Japan. Fighting against the 
French occurred mostly in the countryside were rice 
was grown and peasants lived. With the preoccupa
tion of the war, rice was not tended to and therefore 
not exported. 

The United States was also interested in the pri
mary export of mining. Most of the mineral resources 
were produced in the North including coal, as well as 
deposits of phosphates, manganese, bauxite, chromate 
and other metal ores. These mineral resources were 
important for industrialized countries like the United 
States and newly industrializing countries like Japan, 
the U.S.' s ally. 

In the early 1950's the French and their puppet 
governments were desperately losing control in Viet
nam. France formally asked for U.S. assistance in 
1950 and $15 million in military aid was given to Bao 
Dai through France. The U.S. also sent an economic 
mission in Saigon, thus beginning U.S. involvement in 
Vietnam.5 

Two economic missions, the Griffin and Melby
Erskine Missions (1950), preceded large-scale military 
assistance in Vietnam. The Griffin Mission was an 
economic survey mission in Asia that included two 
American military officers about the need for im
provement of French weapons and equipment from 
the obsolete World War II machinery. The Melby-Ers
kine Mission surveyed the military aspect of the war. 
The team, led by General Erskine and John F. Melby 
of the State Department, "concluded that the Viet 
Minh, not the French, controlled the major portion of 
Indochina" and that the French had "lost most of their 
offensive spirit."6 In the end, their recommendation 
was for a small American military assistance advisory 
group (MAAG-Indochina), with no more than 38 of
ficers and enlisted men, to be established as soon as 
possible. 

MAAG - Indochina was established to provide 
U.S. assistance to the French in their Southeast Asian 
colonies. However, MAAG - Indochina turned the 
small assistance group into one that held at least 
150 officers, and between October 1951 and Febru
ary 1952 the French received 130,000 tons of military 
equipment7. Harry S. Truman was the first president 
to approve both the military aid and MAAG - Indo
china. Although MAAG was implemented to help 
the French, it ended up assuming responsibilities and 
solving problems for the French. Along with the mili
tary aid, advising, assistance and machinery, MAAG 
displayed to the world that the French had become 
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dependent upon other foreign powers like the U.S. to 
maintain control in the French colonies. This proved 
the importance and world power of the United States 
and the effort of fighting a war of ideologies. 

By 1954, the French were willing to withdraw and 
negotiate with the Vietnamese at the Geneva Confer
ence from May 8 - June 21. The Geneva Conference 
was held in Geneva, Switzerland and included the 
United States, Soviet Union, Great Britain, France, 
People's Republic of China, North Korea, South Ko
rea, Vietnam, the Viet Minh party, Laos and Cambodia 
as the chief participants. The main objective of the 
conference was to restore peace in Korea and Indochi
na. While no agreement was reached on Korean armi
stice, tree agreements were reached that provided ar
mistice and political settlement in Indochina - includ
ing Vietnam. A number of other objectives included 
an attempt to restore mutual trust between East and 
West. Also, German reunification, European security, 
disarmament and cultural economic interchange were 
discussed. Great Britain, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union also attempted to reach an accord on 
banning tests of nuclear weapons. 

The French were losing popular opinion among 
the world for the occupation of Vietnam. Non-com
munists joined the Viet Minh in hopes that once the 
French left, social and land reforms for all the Viet
namese would become a priority among the new gov
ernment. The Indochinese war reached an eventual 
stalemate where the French controlled the coastal 
cities, along with a few isolated sectors of South Viet
nam. The Viet Minh on the other hand controlled 
most of the countryside and introduced education, 
land reforms and equality between men and women 
which increased Viet Minh popularity, while adding 
to the desire for freedom from the French. Young 
Frenchmen died in a war that they were not going to 
win. The Viet Minh fought for a cause and for their 
country. 

With the withdrawal of the French, the Geneva 
Conference included some provision for foreign pow
ers in Vietnam. Some of the provisions set at the Con
ference included the 17'" parallel as the demarcation 
line, and the prohibition of foreign troops, military 
personnel, alliances, arms and munitions. General 
elections by secret ballot would also be held in July of 
1956. However, the general elections were never held 
because of growing popularity for the communist can
didate in 1954 scared the United States and its sympa
thizers. According to Prelude to Tragedy, "a large U.S. 
intervention to keep the communists from taking over 
force what they had expected to win at the ballot box 
in 1954"8 shows how the U.S did not allow general 
elections but instead wanted to implement their own 

candidate and possibly instill a puppet government 
much like Bao Dai and the French. Nevertheless, nei
ther the United States nor South Vietnam recognized 
the provisions from the Geneva Conference. 

In 1954, under President Eisenhower, MAAG -
Vietnam replaced MAAG - Indochina. The name was 
changed to show the specificity of U.S. involvement 
in Vietnam instead of in the rest of the region. The 
focus and interest was now set on Vietnam. However, 
the Geneva conference explicitly stated that there was 
to be no interference from foreign nations. MAAG -
Vietnam fell under this category of aid and assistance 
from a foreign nation. However, South Vietnam did 
not abide by the Geneva Agreements because they did 
not sign nor observe them. By the beginning of 1954, 
the United States paid 80% of the French war costs in 
South Vietnam. The French withdrew from Vietnam 
in 1954 after the bitter defeat at Dien Bien Phu when 
Vietnamese rebels surrounded and annihilated French 
troops with massive air support. 

MAAG - Vietnam's mission included combat 
training for the South Vietnamese Armed Forces 
(SVNAF) and later had U.S. advisers along with U.S. 
soldiers in the field. MAAG also helped organize 
and restructure the SVNAF. According to America 
Military History, a book published by the United 
States Army Center of Military History, MAAG chiefs 
"reorganized South Vietnam's light mobile infantry 
groups into infantry division, compatible in design 
and mission with U.S. defense plans."9 The SVNAF 
was also equipped with standard U.S. Army equip
ment in order to delay any invasion force until the ar
rival of American G.l's. Advisory teams helped with 
South Vietnam's Joint General Staff, Defense Ministry, 
Army, Navy, Air Force, military schools, training cen
ters and Army divisions. The advisory teams helped 
provide instruction in war tactics, recruitment and 
basic war intelligence along with other aid and as
sistance. MAAG - Vietnam was first implemented in 
order to help the SVNAF to win their war with only 
the assistance of the United States. However, during 
the French occupation and puppet governments, no 
genuine leadership roles were given to ethnically Viet
namese people, there the Vietnamese had no practical 
experience in administration and higher staff func
tions for war operations and tactics. The Vietnamese 
learned to depend on the French like a father figure. 
This led to the eventual "Americanization", or the 
burden of responsibility on the United States, of the 
Vietnam war during the presidential administrations 
of Kennedy and Johnson with the increase of military 
advisers in the region. When President Eisenhower 
left office in 1961, approximately 900 military advisers 
total occupied Indochina along with at least an accu-
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mulated $1 billion in U.S. aid_lO 
In 1955 Ngo Dinh Diem defeated Bao Dai in the 

South Vietnamese election due to speculated Ameri
can involvement.11 Diem was an authoritarian ruler 
of Vietnam who was out of touch with the rest of the 
Vietnamese population. According to Walter LaFeber 
in the American Age, by 1961 Diem controlled only 40 
% of South Vietnam.12 

Diem accepted American aid that he circulated 
only among the elite, leaving issues like land reform 
and Vietcong guerillas unsolved. The Vietcong were 
communist sympathizers and infiltrators in Southern 
Vietnam. They held insurgency operations which 
included revolts in the countryside. The revolts dam
aged the terrain for agriculture, left many peasants 
homeless and killed innocent civilians. Diem had no 
response for these problems that divided his country. 
Diem also rejected U.S. troop intervention and only 
wanted advisers to train his army. According to Paul 
M. Kattenburg' s The Vietnam Trauma in American 
Foreign Policy, 1945-75, Kennedy's breaking of the Ge
neva Accords by sending more military advisers was 
one of the "ten fateful decisions on Vietnam, 1961-
75"13 because it solidified the total commitment of the 
United States to the cause in Vietnam. Although the 
U.S. did not actually break the Accords because they 
did not sign them, committing to Vietnam increased 
the hostility against the United States from the com
munists and North Vietnamese government. The 
North Vietnamese felt that the U.S. was taking similar 
steps in achieving the same colonial power against 
Vietnam as the French had. 

Kennedy's military advisers included the Special 
Forces soldiers known as the IIgreen berets a who were 
used as connections between the U.S. and Vietnam. 
The green berets entered South Vietnamese villages, 
designed and organized guerilla bands behind enemy 
lines and conducted other unconventional warfare op
erations. Kennedy took a special interest in the green 
berets. He helped design the very specific uniforms 
along with the beret. He was also responsible for the 
development of the green berets into a counterinsur
gency force in Vietnam, primarily to fight the Viet
cong. He sent 400 green berets in 1961.14 

U.S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam 
(MACV) was established in Saigon on February 8, 
1962 to support the increasing numbers of advisers 
and support personnel. Since MAAG - Vietnam was 
inundated with the adviser and support personnel 
buildup ordered by President Kennedy, MACY was 
formed to help MAAG. MACV was under the com
mand of the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Com
mand in Honolulu, not under Saigon. By 1962 there 
were 3,205 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam 

as opposed to 900 personnel in 1960. From 1962-1964, 
MACV was the link between the South Vietnamese 
government, South Vietnamese Army and the United 
States aid and assistance. The MACY also controlled 
the logistics while MAAG still controlled advising. 
In May 1964 MAAG disbanded and MACV assumed 
all of MAAG's previous responsibilities. The MACY 
provided fire support and tactics. 

Then on August 10, 1964, the US Senate passed 
"The Tonkin Gulf Resolution" that authorized Presi
dent Johnson to use force in Vietnam. In 1965, two 
United States Marine Corps combat divisions were 
dispatched. U.S. troops had also increased from 
75,000 in July 1965 to 160,000 by late 1965. The MACY 
then "took command of U.S. ground combat opera
tions while continuing its concentration on internal 
South Vietnamese issues"15. The primary concern of 
the MACV became U.S. Army involvement in combat 
battle and operations. This chance made the military 
assistance in aid and tactics to SVNAF a secondary 
concern as opposed to being the primary concern. 
The NVN should have been the primary concern all 
along, however they became dependent upon the 
training, aid and assistance from the United States. 
The U.S. also should have implemented a more rigid 
program for the Vietnamese to take control of their 
own war which many viewed as a civil war, not nec
essarily a war that needed outside assistance from the 
United States. Another problem MACY faced was 
its description as a "subordinate unified command" 
where military direction requests came from Hono
lulu instead of coming from Saigon. Obviously, this 
caused problems throughout the duration of the war 
because of approval and decisions that needed to be 
made as soon as possible. Time was not a friend of 
the war. 

During the course of the war MACY had three 
major missions. These missions included: 

1. A high-level advisory mission. 

2. To served as a field army headquarters controlling 
battlefield operations from mobile headquarters 
near the front (which never fully developed) 

3. Assistance to the South Vietnamese Armed Forces 
(SVNAF)16 

According to the specific wording of these three 
missions, the assistance to the SVNAF was third and 
last in the order of operations. This is important be
cause it shows how the United States stated as a third 
priority their assistance to the SVNAF while continu
ing to be an advisory mission and a field army head
quarters to control battlefield operations. While these 
missions sounded politically correct they were 
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not realistic. The North Vietnamese continued to in
filtrate South Vietnamese villages with communists 
and staged troops in Laos and Cambodia. The MACV 
performed their missions so well that instead of cre
ating an independent, self-reliant army, which was 
their ultimate objective, the MACV produced an army 
depended on U.S. advice and support. The SVNAF 
depended on MACV and the increasing number of 
American soldiers, while hundreds of civilians were 
dying. 

One sector of the MACV was the MACV - SOG 
(Studies and Observation Group) which took root in 
1958. According to MACV.org, the MACV - SOG was 
an operations group that dealt with covert operations 
and studying enemy tactics and operations. Opera
tions included highly classified sabotage and psycho
logical operations in North and South Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and southern China. The MACV - SOG 
held a training center and airborne operations group 
were at Long Thanh and a Psychological Studies 
Group in Saigon. MACV - SOG was assigned about 
2,000 Americans, mostly U.S. Special Forces, and over 
8,000 highly trained indigenous troops. The primary 
responsibilities included: 

1. Cross-border operations regularly conducted to 
disrupt the VC, Khmer Rouge, Pathet Lao and 
NVA in their own territories. 

2. Keeping track of all imprisoned and missing 
Americans and conducting raids to assist and 
free them as part of the Escape and Evasion (E 
& E) mission for all captured U.S. personnel and 
downed airmen. 

3. Training and dispatching agents into North Viet
nam to run resistance movement operations. 

4. "Black" psychological operations, such as estab
lishing false (notional) NVA broadcasting stations 
inside North Vietnam. 

5. "Gray" psychological operations as typified by the 
Hue-Phu Bai propaganda transmitter.17 

MACV - SOG also assisted with kidnappings, 
assassinations and insertion of rigged mortar rounds 
into the enemy ammunition supply system (that 
would explode upon use). MACV - SOG was impor
tant because it shows the epitome of U.S. advising 
and assistance to Vietnamese forces. There were 2,000 
Americans along with 8,000 indigenous troops. The 
American officers and troops led in leadership and 
authority roles while the Vietnamese depended on 
their assistance. 

MACV forces ended during the Nixon adminis-

tration. President Nixon coined the term "Vietnam
ization", a term that was designed to explain the with
drawal of U.S. troops and the increase of Vietnamese 
responsibility for the conflict. Nixon along with his 
administration believed that there was no way to 
win the war in a short amount of time and with little 
American casualties even after the best military equip
ment and advising available. The American public 
held protests and public opinion against the war was 
very strong, not only domestically but internation
ally as well. The Paris Accords, signed in March 1973, 
halted MACV support and advising. Officially, the 
Agreements on Ending the War and Restoring Peace 
in Vietnam were signed between South Vietnam, 
North Vietnam and the Viet Cong. According to Colo
nel Summers, "in exchange for the return of American 
prisoners of war, the United States withdrew the few 
units of its remaining armed forces from Vietnam, but 
the North Vietnamese continued to maintain substan
tial numbers of their regular armed forces" 18. Ulti
mately, without the United States, SVNAF deteriorat
ed when faced with North Vietnam's power in 1975. 

Vietnam claimed the political careers of many 
Washington officials who were no longer deemed 
credible like Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
or President Johnson. Johnson was deeply troubled 
by the war and along with his top advisers that there 
was not way for the United States to wage a war and 
beat the human factor. The Viet Minh and Viet Cong 
were able to rally the spirit of the Vietnamese people, 
even those who were anti-Communists. Eventually 
the Vietnamese became anti-imperialism first and 
anti-Communist second. Johnson was so wrapped 
up in trying not to lose "Vietnam" to communism like 
North Korea or China. Johnson also held the burden 
of Kennedy's optimism and domestic policies which 
were ultimately unrealistic. In the documentary "Fog 
of War" released in 2003, Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara is heard in taped telephone conversations 
from the White House advising President Kennedy to 
set a timetable for the removal of American personnel 
in Vietnam. McNamara also advised Johnson to put 
a halt to the bombing in North Vietnam. However, 
McNamara publicly acknowledged and endorsed the 
Presidents continuation of the United States aid and 
assistance as important and essential to the American 
effort in Vietnam. However, all three political careers 
in the White House failed before the Paris Accords 
and the end of U.S. involvement in 1973 and the end 
of the war in 1975, with North Vietnam overpowering 
South Vietnam. 

The history of early military advisers in Vietnam 
evolved from solely providing money and advising 
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to providing large-scale troops and intelligence, be
ing a key force in combat. From the 1950s until the 
mid-1970s U.S. involvement in Vietnam was to stop 
the 11domino theory" of communism. Containment 
in Southeast Asia would stop Vietnam from turning 
"red", much like Mainland China. If Vietnam was not 
contained then other Asian nations were theorized to 
follow. This would put a strain on the U.S. economy 
along with Western ideology. Capitalist nations de
pended on the raw materials of developing countries. 
After World War II these developing countries would 
11serve as important areas for investment and regional 
development"19. The struggle for ideological power 
between the Soviet Union, which represented com
munism, and the United States, which represented 
democracy and underlying capitalism, also played 
out in the Vietnam War. This "limited war" occurred 
at the expense of innocent civilian lives, billions of 
dollars, hundreds of American soldiers, and millions 
of Vietnamese soldiers - whether nationalist or com
munist. 

Editor's Note: This is a final essay written for English 215. 
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Thomas Paterson. New York: Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 2005. 

Ho Chih Minh wrote the Vietnamese Declaration 
of Independence along with some other of his 
communist comrades. As a primary source in the 
textbook Major Problems in American Foreign 
Relations, the Declaration cites the grievances 
the Vietnamese the Vietnamese had against the 
French colonial powers. It was modeled after the 
American Declaration of Independence which 
posed grievances and complaints against the 
British as the colonial oppressor. The Vietnam
ese Declaration was also an important primary 
source in writing this research paper because it 
provided the first written account by the Vietnam
ese against the French and began the Indochinese 
War. 

Neese, Harvey and John O'Donnell, ed. Prelude to 
Tragedy: Vietnam, 1960-1965. Annapolis: Naval 
Institute Press, 2001. 

This text is an anthology that includes the stories 
of eight people, five American (including the edi
tor Neese) and three Vietnamese. The authors all 
have different backgrounds and therefore pro
vided interesting essays and critical insight to the 
cause and ultimate win or failure of the Vietnam 
war. The authors were involved in different levels 
of the counterinsurgency campaign and believed 
that the U.S. would not have ultimately lost if 
policy makers had listened to experts in Asian 
along the lines of revolutionary warfare instead 
of uAmericanizingn the war. The success of anti
Communist governments that developed in the 
Philippines and Malaya were models for this kind 
of strategizing. 

Spector, Ronald H. Advice and Support: The Early Years 
of the U.S. Army in Vietnam 1941-1960. New York: 
The Free Press, 1985. 

Ronald H. Spector, a well-known military his
torian and associate history professor at the 
University of Alabama, creates an account of the 
first U.S. military involvements in Vietnam. This 
monograph was especially helpful for my first pa
per, presentation and research paper. He executed 

55 

http://www.macvsog.org


his text chronologically beginning with the histo
ry of colonialism and imperialism in Vietnam and 
ended with the preliminary advisory committee 
in 1960. Spector includes background and criti
cal analysis on both the MAAG - Indochina, the 
change to MAAG - Vietnam and the MACY. He 
also used an array of primary sources including 
declassified Pentagon files (recently with respects 
to 1985), other official documents and first hand 
narratives. 

Summers, Jr., Colonel Harry G. Vietnam War Almanac. 
New York: Facts on File Publications, 1985. 

This Almanac features an extensive "A-Z" ency
clopedia on Vietnam that included biographical 
entries on political characters like presidents Ken
nedy, Johnson and Nixon, and other top military 
advisers Robert McNamara. The encyclopedia 
also includes military terms, locations and mili
tary jargon like "search and destroy"/ Colonel 
Summers is able to concisely synthesize the in
formation into a one-volume reference book that 
is highly readable and informative. He included 
pictures, charts, tables and maps to highlight key 
points during the course of American interest in 
Vietnam. 

U.S. Army Center of Military History. The U.S. Army 
in Vietnam. http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/ 
books/amh/AMH-28.html 26 November 2004. 

The U.S. Army Center of Military History is a 
website that includes the military history of the 
United States first beginning with the Civil War 
through the Cold War (with a chapter on the Viet
nam War). The U.S. Army in Vietnam was pub
lished by the Center of Military History and in
cludes the major events and turning points of the 
war. I was able to access that chapter on Vietnam 
on the internet which was cited in my endnotes. 
There are a number of extensive paragraphs on 
the early advising effort put by the Untied States. 
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