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Nairobi National Park: 
A Viable Conservation 
Area? 

Teresa Stanonik 

Nairobi National Park (NNP) was established as 
Kenya's first national park in 1946. It is unique com
pared to all other national parks in the world in that it 
is located within a half an hour's drive from the capi
tal city's downtown area (Morell, 1996). This special 
feature of NNP, beyond making it unique, poses many 
difficult issues. Nairobi City is a major metropolis 
whose population is growing at an accelerated rate. 
The protected area of NNP is a mere 100 square km, 
while the surrounding (unprotected) dispersal area 
utilized by migrating wildlife is approximately 1000 
square km. This dispersal area is owned by group 
ranches and private land owners (Western, 1997). As 
the metropolis of Nairobi continues to expand, these 
dispersal areas are progressively developed for agri
cultural fields, residential neighborhoods, and vari
ous business and industrial enterprises. This poses a 
grave threat to the wildlife of NNP. 

The biggest threat to a wildlife species' survival 
is habitat loss, which is most often facilitated by in
creased human population and encroachment (Morell, 
1996). Expanding human populations insinuate a 
number of consequences, and these consequences are 
no exception in the case of Nairobi. To begin, it means 
increased agriculture in the area. Starting in the 
1980' s, wildlife dispersal areas adjacent to NNP have 
been cultivated. The original landowners, the Maasai, 
are selling or leasing their land to farmers who wish 
to capitalize on the agricultural potential of this fertile 
land - particularly the Athi-Kapiti Plains, or Kitengala 
district (Morell, 1996). TheAthi Plains are an essential 
component to the NNP ecosystem as they serve as the 
only open corridor for migrating wildlife, which uti
lize them for wet season grazing pasture. These open 
plains lie south of the park, while the west, north, and 
east sides of the park are fenced to keep wildlife out of 
Nairobi City and off the Mombasa Highway (Western, 
1997). 

Here we see further consequences of human 
encroachment. The Kitengala dispersal area has es-

sentially become the lifeline for the wildlife of NNP. 
Migrating corridors are absolutely necessary for the 
success of wildlife in semi-arid lands (Harris, 1997). 
Due to urban development in Nairobi, including the 
major Mombasa roadway which supplies this city, the 
wildlife dispersal zones have been reduced down to 
the southern Athi Plains. Today, this dispersal cor
ridor of NNP is under the threat of development, both 
to farms and to quarries. 

Quarries are another result of urban development 
and human population increase. Quarries surround
ing Nairobi City supply it with building materials for 
its ever-multiplying residential and industrial struc
tures. The Kitengala dispersal area is littered with 
quarries. Workers flock to this area, dynamite ex
plodes, pastures are removed, the ground is torn up, 
and trucks and machines constantly drive in and out. 
The Kitengala dispersal zone is becoming increasingly 
unsuitable for grazing wildlife. These quarries further 
threaten to isolate the migrating wildlife of NNP from 
their wet season grazing pastures (Western 1997). 

The Kitengala area is a small-scale example of 
issues associated with urbanization within close vi
cinity to a national park (as seen with Nairobi City). 
Unfortunately, this small-scale example is becom-
ing bigger. The town of Kitengala has grown by 800 
percent in the last three years. This means greater 
human encroachment, bringing urban developments, 
factories, residential structures, fences, vehicles, water 
and air pollution, trash, and other serious alterations 
to the physical environment. These alterations fur
ther threaten to displace wildlife and destroy habitats 
(Harris, 1997). 

The effects of urbanization and industrializa-
tion on nearby national parks such as is the case with 
NNP are far reaching and serious. NNP stands to 
protect wildlife and wildlife habitats. This is becom
ing increasingly difficult as Nairobi City attracts more 
people and more businesses. We see populations in 
surrounding towns growing, such as in Kitengala. 
This means more urban sprawl and less land left open 
for dispersing wildlife. Urbanization translates for 
wildlife as loss and degradation of wildlife habitats. 
This occurs through diversion and pollution of water 
sources, removal of grazing areas, and disruption to 
migratory corridors. The overall, long term effect of 
this urban sprawl is the fragmentation and insulariza
tion of wildlife populations, which can lead to their 
endemism or extinction (Harris, 1997). 
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Another problem associated with growing human 
populations near wildlife protected areas is the con
flicts that arise between the humans and the animals 
themselves. As in the case of NNP, these conflicts 
increase proportionately with human encroachment. 
To agriculturalists and pastoralists, migrating wildlife 
are viewed as a real nuisance. They destroy crops, de
stroy structures, and carry diseases that are passed to 
livestock. Wild predators will kill livestock and even 
pose a threat to humans (Campbell, 2000). Residents 
living near wildlife protected areas are helpless in 
terms of effectively eliminating these 'nuisances' due 
to the KWS' hunting ban. Unfortunately, although 
many initiatives have been purposed, there is no com
pensation to these residents for damage caused by 
wildlife except in the case of a loss of life (KWS, 1994). 
Humans pose a threat to wildlife as well, beyond en
croaching upon and destroying their habitats. !llegal 
poaching and hunting are commonplace, and NNP 
and its dispersal areas are no exception. 

The human/wildlife conflict within NNP and its 
dispersal areas is a serious and prevalent issue. It is 
the local people who suffer the economic and per
sonal losses associated with wildlife damage--losses 
which happen often. Some residents argue that the 
government cares for wildlife more than people due 
to their apparent inaction in dealing with this reoccur
ring conflict (KWS, 1994). Unfortunately, this story 
is not a new one. The human/ wildlife conflict is an 
issue among many of the national parks and their 
surrounding residents throughout Kenya. Finding 
an effective solution proves to be a very difficult task, 
especially when considering all involved parties and 
their respective interests. 

It is in the interests of the international commu
nity as well as the Kenyan government and their na
tional parks to conserve and protect wildlife. Tourism 
is the top revenue-generating industry in Kenya, and 
the government receives much of this profit. How
ever, the Kenyan·government is also an advocate of 
agricultural expansion, for the revenue it generates 
and for its reputation as a modernizing force (Round
Turner, 1997). Herein lays a major conflict of interest. 
Agricultural development is a major cause of wildlife 
habitat destruction and therefore a direct threat to 
wildlife protection. Furthermore, agricultural farms 
are among the most prevalent locations for human/ 
wildlife conflicts to occur. 

It is in the interests of the local communities to 
sustain themselves and their families, and if pos
sible to generate revenue. Income is often achieved 
through cultivation. However, agricultural fields are 
not in the interest of wildlife, as is exemplified with 
the wildlife of NNP. Wildlife interests conflict with 

the farmers, especially when wildlife damage these 
farmers' crops and cost them precious food and mon
ey. Another way the local communities surrounding 
NNP may generate revenue is by leasing or selling 
their land for agriculture, development, or quarries. 
All these things, while meeting the interests of the lo
cal people, do not serve the interests of NNP. While 
many politicians and businessmen would like to see 
these areas further developed, this is a direct threat to 
the conservation of wildlife. Clearly there are many 
conflicts of interests involved when it comes to pre
serving the wildlife of NNP and their habitats. 

Various initiatives have been implemented to try 
to mitigate the issues associated with NNP, its dis
persal areas, and its surrounding communities. KWS 
is working with many of the Maasai communities in 
an attempt to preserve the critical Kitengala dispersal 
area for wildlife. Some land has been purchased from 
the Maasai to be maintained for wildlife preservation. 
Live leases for this same purpose have been initi-
ated as an alternative to the Maasai selling their land. 
Easements have also been implemented on some of 
the Maasai' s land, with their cooperation. This re
stricts land-use activity to only those conducive with 
wildlife preservation and in return the land owners 
receive a small payment (NNP warden, personal com
munication). 

Other possible solutions are community partici
pation initiatives and programs that help involve 
communities in wildlife conservation. This can begin 
with educating the local communities about wildlife 
management and ecotourism ventures. In the case of 
NNP, natural resource management techniques within 
urban settings would also be a useful educational tool. 

Involving the local communities allows for a more 
integrated, bottom-up approach to wildlife conserva
tion without isolating the very people that are forced 
to co-exist with these animals. It further allows these 
communities to benefit from wildlife, as opposed to 
suffering with it. Initiatives such as this have already 
began, as is exemplified by the Kitengala Landown
ers Association. This is a group of landowners in the 
Kitengala area that have joined together in a resolve to 
preserve their land for wildlife (Western, 1997). 

On a final note, there are always sustainable de
velopment initiatives that can work to create a more 
ecologically friendly urban setting. I believe this is 
very important in the face of an increasingly develop
ing country such as Kenya. There doesn't seem to be 
a feasible way around urbanization given the many 
interests involved. If these urban areas could be de
veloped sustainably, particularly with wildlife con
servation in mind, they may not pose such a threat to 
wildlife and their habitats. 1n any case, steps must be 
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taken immediately if the NNP ecosystem is to remain This assignment was a final term paper on Nai
a viable protection area for wildlife. These initiatives robi National Park (NNP) and the issues associated 
should include benefits to the local communities, pre with this conservation institution. Research used in 
serving the Kitengala dispersal area, and meeting the this paper, outside of what I referenced, was acquired 
interests of developers in a sustainable way. during my visits to NNP and time spent in Nairobi 

This paper was written for an Environmental City and the town of Kitengala. I also used knowl
Policy & Socio-Economic Value course I took through edge supplemented during my studies at the Center 
the School for Field Studies. This school is accredited for Wildlife Management, particularly information 
thru Boston University and supports environmental gained from my Wildlife Management Techniques 
conservation college-level studies at various locations course. 
around the world. I studied in Kenya at the Center 
for Wildlife Management Studies. 
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The Hope of 
The Hobbit: Tolkien's 
Rejection and 
Criticism of 
Modernism 

Marilee Clement 

In recent memory, Hollywood came out with "The 
Lord of The Rings Trilogy". These movies were huge
ly popular. Despite the films' enormous success with 
the public, very few people are aware that J.R.R. Tolk
ien' s books elicited a similar response. What made 
Tolkien' s books so fascinating and compelling was 
their rejection of modernism. An artistic movement 
that was sweeping the scene during Tolkien' s genera
tion, modernism celebrated incoherence, rejected his
tory, and denied the existence of hope or faith. Ant
onymous to the essentials of modernism, The Hobbit 
expressed Tolkien' s extreme distaste and rejection of 
modernism in terms of narrative coherence, regard for 
history, and undying hope. 

Firstly, modernism broke away from the concept 
of narrative coherence and traditional syntax. The 
modernist movement was an attempt to avoid aII 
manner of previous expression, to completely sepa
rate current art and writing from the constraints and 
polite conventions of the literary styles of the past. 
This was a result of the general disillusionment of the 
post-war days; artists and writers were experimenting 
with a myriad of techniques by which they hoped to 
liberate themselves from the dead and decadent past. 
The new forms, styles, and psychologies questioned 
what was necessary about traditional styles. Modern
ism was typified by a disintegration of the continuity 
of language. One of the ways of doing this was to 
diverge at the most fundamental level--- that of tradi
tional syntax. Nowhere is this clearer than in Tristan 
Tzara' s purposefully nonsensical word order choices 
in his poem, "Proclamation Without Pretension:" 

Art goes to sleep for the birth of a new world 
"ART"---a parrot word--- replaced by DADA 
PLESIAUSAURUS, or handkerchief 
The talent WHICH YOU CAN LEARN 

makes the poet a druggist 
TODAY criticism balances no longer launches 

resemblances 
Hyperlrophic painters hyperestheticized and 

hypnotized by the hyacinths of muezzins of 
hypocritical appearance 

The last line in the same work: "It is not for the 
runts who are still worshipping their navel," crypti
cally alludes to Tzara' s twofold purpose: to do some
thing in a new way and to simultaneously flout the 
old way. The fragmented syntax is Tzara' s manifest 
expression of the contraries, contradictions, defiances 
and nonsequiturs that are to him life. 

On a more thematic level, there is the modern-
ist divorce of the present from the past. The future 
is not worth mentioning because it is an even more 
detestable apparition than the putrefying past. The 
cynicism so typical of modernism was marked by a 
disdainful and irreverent sloughing off of symbolism 
and all that was meaningful and sacred. Modernism 
did not allow for significance or identity to be found 
in previous times or previous ideologies; the modern
ist disavowed himself of history, of memory, of past. 
Although this served the modernists by distinguish
ing them from their predecessors, it also robbed previ
ous events of any meaning, and any possible purpose. 
In this selection from "Hugh Selwyn Mauberly," Ezra 
Pound derides the war in particular by invalidating 
the deaths of those who fought there: 

IV 
These fought in any case, 
And some believing, 

Pro domo, in any case... 
Some quick to arm, 
some for adventure, 
some from fear of weakness, 
some from fear of censure, 
some for love of slaughter, in imagination, 
learning later. .. 
some in fear, learning love of slaughter; 

Died some, pro patria, 
non "duke" non "et decor" ... 

walked eye-deep in hell 
believing in old men's lies, then unbelieving 
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came home, home to a lie 
home to many deceits, 
home to old lies and new infamy; 
usury age-old and age-thick 
and liars in public places ... 

There died a myriad, 
And of the best, among them, 
For an old bitch gone in the teeth, 
For a botched civilization, 

Charm, smiling at the good mouth, 
Quick eyes gone under earth's lid 
For two gross of broken statues 
For a few thousand battered books. 

This selection from Hugh Selwyn Mauberly ex
poses a crucial aspect of modernism: the severing of 
ties with history and old regimes. The lines "believ
ing in old men's lies, then unbelieving ...usury age
old and age-thick and liars in public places" indicate a 
certain distrust of tradition and public figures. When 
Pound writes that the "best of these" died "for an old 
bitch gone in the teeth, for a botched civilization ... for 
a few thousand battered books," one perceives the 
modernist's disillusionment with and rejection of the 
past. The break of relationship with history and un
importance of the role of the past leads right into the 
third schism: the value of an undying hope despite 
one's circumstances. 

Instead of tenacious optimism, modernism was 
pervaded by an undeniable despair, a complete loss of 
hope. This wasn't merely a loss of hope in the previ
ous forms of expression; it was a total annihilation of 
any glimmer of hope in humanity or in the concept 
of good overcoming evil. Despair and desolation led 
to the impotent characters and gloomy scenery upon 
which modernism was played out. T.S. Eliot's "The 
Wasteland" describes the landscape of modernism 
in terms of death and dying, thirst, agony, crying out 
with no response: 

After the torchlight red on sweaty faces 
After the frosty silence in the gardens 
After the agony in stony places 
The shouting and the crying 
Prison and palace and reverberation 
Of thunder of spring over distant mountains 
He who was living is now dead 
We who were living are now dying 
With a little patience 
Here is no water but only rock 
Rock and no water and the sandy road 
The road winding above among the mountains 
Which are mountains of rock without water 
If there were water we should stop and drink 

Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think 
Sweat is dry and feet are in the sand 
If there were only water amongst the rock 
Dead mountain mouth of carious teeth that can 

not spit 
Here one can neither stand not lie nor sit 
There is not even silence in the mountains 
But dry sterile thunder without rain 
There is not even solitude in the mountains 
But red sullen faces sneer and snarl 
From doors of mudcracked houses 

Eliot's words paint a picture of impotence, de
spair and hopelessness. Phrases such as "after the 
agony in stony places" and "here there is no water but 
only rock" create a backdrop of barren lands devoid 
of hope. Eliot's frequent references to death speak 
of spiritual failing, of a people without faith or hope: 
"He who was living is now dead/ we who were liv
ing are now dying/ ...dead mountain mouth of cari
ous teeth... " The impotence characteristic of modern
ism is heard in lines like "Sweat is dry ... Here one can 
neither stand nor lie nor sit...But dry sterile thunder 
without rain." 

Having established these tenets of modernism 
makes it much easier to see how Tolkien' s epic novel, 
The Hobbit, is a rejection and distinct criticism of 
modernism. Looking closely at how The Hobbit deals 
with narrative coherence, regard for history, and the 
concept of hope reveals it to be a resolute rejection of 
modernism. 

The story begins .. .like a traditional story. "In a 
hole in the ground there lived a hobbit... "(15). Tolk
ien's opening line introduces the reader to the nar
rative style in which The Hobbit is written. The line 
reads much like that of a well-known fable or myth, 
recalling to our minds the stories of childhood in 
their melodious "Once upon a time... " rhythms. This 
harkening back to myth and fable are not acciden-
tal. A purposeful quest, attainable gold, a dangerous 
dragon, and an unlikely hero are all intricate parts of a 
masterpiece woven by Tolkien to subtly and elegantly 
defy modernism. These stanzas from the dwarves' 
songs are excellent examples of the same narrative 
cohesion: 

Far over the misty mountains cold 
To dungeons deep and caverns old 
We must away, ere break of day 
To claim our long-forgotten gold. 

TI1e dwarves of yore made mighty spells, 
While hammers fell like ringing bells 
In places deep, where dark things sleep, 
In hollow halls beneath the fells (27). 
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This song is a good example of narrative cohe
sion because each line builds on the one before it. The 
words are written within the paradigm of traditional 
syntax and grammar, and the song itself follows a 
consistent through-line. 

The next decry against modernism is the way in 
which the characters in Tolkien' s Middle Earth revere 
their histories. The hobbit Bilbo Baggins, for example, 
is introduced to the reader in terms of his family: 
"The Bagginses had lived in the neighborhood of The 
Hill for time out of mind, and most people consid
ered them very respectable ... "(15). Later the reader 
learns more of 'our' hobbit's ancestry: "The mother 
of our particular hobbit .... was the fabulous Bella
donna Took, one of the three remarkable daughters 
of the Old Took, head of the hobbits who lived across 
The Water. . .It was often said (in other families) that 
long ago one of the Took ancestors must have taken 
a fairy wife ... "(16). The dwarves, of course, are also 
very sentimental about their predecessors, the entire 
purpose of their quest established by past events. The 
dwarves, like others in Middle Earth, look back upon 
days gone by as "the good old days": 

[the dwarves] ... built the merry town of Dale 
there in those days. Kings used to send for our 
smiths, and reward even the least skilful most 
richly. Fathers would beg us to take their sons 
as apprentices, and pay us handsomely, especially 
in food-supplies, which we never bothered 
to grow or find for ourselves. Altogether those 
were good days for us, and the poorest of us had 
money to spend and to lend ... "(35) 

Clearly, we do not find the casual disregard for 
history in the characters Tolkien creates. The histories 
so cherished in Middle Earth are not merely relics and 
albums to incite nostalgia; they are revered and cel
ebrated because they are directly tied to the hope for 
the future. 

Even the commerce-minded Lake Men, upon the 
surprise arrival of Thror dwarf and company, take up 
the singing of old songs concerning the return of the 
King under the Mountain: 

The King beneath the mountains, 
The King of carven stone, 
The lord of silver fountains, 
Shall come into his own! 
His crown shall be upholden, 
His harp shall be restrung, 
His halls shall echo golden 
To songs of yore re-sung. 

The woods shall wave on mountains 
And grass beneath the sun; 

His wealth shall flow in fountains 
And the rivers golden run 

The streams shall run in gladness, 
The lakes shall shine and burn, 
And sorrow fail and sadness 
At the Mountain-king's return (190-191)! 

The last two stanzas of the Lake-Men's song re
sound with hopeful prophecies and glorious visions 
for the future. This tie between the past and the fu
ture brings us to the third and most important rebut
tal of modernism upon which The Hobbit rests: the 
anchor of an undying hope in the midst of contrary 
circumstances. 

There are many passages in The Hobbit that ex
emplify this hope. One is when Gandalf departs the 
company and they enter Mirkwood. Mirkwood forest 
is the perfect description of Tolkien' s view of modern
ism. Instructed by Gandalf "DON'T LEAVE THE 
PATH," the adventurers nonetheless stray (139). In 
the midst of near hopelessness, loss and desperation, 
Bilbo is instructed to climb a nearby tree to see what 
he can see. When his head breaks through the roof of 
the leaves, he gets a glimpse that changes his perspec
tive: 

Bilbo's eyes were nearly blinded by the light. He 
could hear the dwarves shouting up at him from 
far below, but he could not answer, only hold on 
and blink. The sun was shining brilliantly, and 
it was a long while before he could bear it. When 
he could, he saw all around him a sea of dark 
green, ruffled here and there by the breeze; and 
there were everywhere hundreds of butterflies. I 
expect they were a kind of 'purple emperor,' a 
butterfly that loves the tops of oak-woods, but 
these were not purple at all, they were a dark ve 
vety black without any markings to be seen. 

He looked at the 'black emperors' for a long time, 
and enjoyed the feel of the breeze in his hair and 
on his face; but at length the cries of the 
dwarves ... reminded him of his real busi-
ness ... (148). 

Even as Bilbo is getting a much-needed glimpse 
of light and hope, the company is severely feeling the 
perils of Mirkwood. Balin, the largest of the dwarves, 
has fallen in the water of Mirkwood and is taken for 
some time by a dream-filled sleep. When he finally 
awakens from his induced slumber, he can only weep 
in lament of his beautiful, feast-filled dreams. So 
powerful were his impotent dreams of feasts and 
beauty, he prefers them to waking (149). The empty 
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dreams symbolize the spell that Tolkien thought mod
ernists were under, preferring 'the dream' over the 
trials and realities of life. Thorin's word to Balin is 
telling: " .. .if you can't talk about something else, you 
had better be silent. We are quite annoyed enough 
with you as it is. If you hadn't waked up, we should 
have left you to your idiotic dreams in the forest; you 
are no joke to carry even after weeks of short com
mons"(149). 

In another profound instance of undying hope ex
pressed through personal fortitude, Bilbo's own inner 
resolve is cemented in the moments before he enters 
the dragon's lair. We know already that Bilbo is not 
the same hobbit he was when he left the happy Shire, 
but it is not until Bilbo goes into Smaug's cave that the 
reader catches a glimpse of just how brave and deter
mined the little hobbit has become: 

As he went forward it grew and grew, till there 
was no doubt about it. It was a red light getting 
steadily redder and redder. . .It was at this point 
that Bilbo stopped. Going on from there was the 
bravest thing he ever did. The tremendous things 
that happened afterward were as nothing co
pared to it. He fought the real battle in the tunnel 
alone, before he ever saw the vast danger that lay 
in wait (205). 

The key in this passage is that Bilbo moved for
ward in spite of his fear, and we read that it is the 
"bravest thing he ever did." Fighting his own battle, 
Bilbo's moment in Smaug's tunnel alludes to a test 
of faith. Bilbo is faced with a great challenge, and 
against all odds, he perseveres. This passage reveals 
the underlying faith that is central to the main charac
ter of The Hobbit. 

Modernism has proven itself to be a passing 
movement born of disillusionment. When he wrote 
The Hobbit, Tolkien offered his readers something 
completely different, something that exercised narra
tive coherence, expressed reverence for history, and 
held to hope and faith. By rejecting the incoherence, 
disregard for history, and hopelessness that so charac
terized the popular thinking of his time, Tolkien gave 
his readers an enduring gift that has outlasted the 
modernism movement. 

Editor's Note: This paper was written for English 498. 
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Preserving a Nations 
Own Culture 
Hyesun Kang 

"I used to assume that the direction of "prog

ress" was somehow inevitable, not to be ques

tioned. As a consequence, I passively accepted 

a new road through the middle of the park, a 

steel-and-glass bank where the two-hundred year 

old church had stood, a supermarket instead of 

the corner shop, and the fact that life seemed to 

get harder and faster with each day. I do not any 

more...There is more than one path into the fu-
ture ... " --Helena Norberg-Hodge 

Under the influence of Globalization, many na
tions' indigenous cultures are giving way to the 
dominance of Western capitalist culture. As a Korean, 
I can also see that traditional Korean culture is los-
ing its value in the age of globalization. For example, 
Koreans don't wear Korean-styled clothes except on 
special occasions. As global corporations are invading 
all the corners of the world in the world, we are see
ing the influences of these corporations: McDonald's 
fast-food restaurants are now more popular for Ko
rean children than local food restaurants. As English 
becomes the so-called global language, the majority 
of Koreans are trying hard to learn English. Some 
Korean moms are so eager to make sure their chil
dren are fluent in English that they are sending them 
to English-speaking kindergartens even before they 
become proficient in their mother tongue. Also, Kore
ans' view on appearance is being westernized. With 
the great help of the domestic mass media, more and 
more people are trying to look like the Americans they 
watch on TV. In this situation, it is hard to think of 
what's unique about Korean culture. 

What is culture? Culture is about how we live. It 
includes what people wear and eat, how they commu
nicate with others, what kind of houses they live in, 
what they do for fun on weekends and so on. Culture 
is important because it forms a certain system that 
shapes a particular group's way of thinking and liv
ing. In order to make the meaning of culture clear, I 
would divide it into two categories: the first category 

is 'exhibited culture', which is the traditional part of 
culture that we don't live out these days any more. 
Exhibited culture consists of the old culture and ways 
that were popular in real life of days gone by but has 
since lost its practical value. Because it is no longer a 
realistic part of daily life, people exhibit this culture 
in museums, magazines, and tourist centers in order 
to show off the uniqueness of their culture, or they 
participate in it only on special occasions like national 
holidays. For example, the Korean traditional cloth
ing, 'Hanback', which was used commonly in the 
olden days, belongs to 'exhibited culture' because the 
majority of Koreans these days don't wear Hanback 
on a regular basis. Instead, they see it in museums, 
pictures, tourist centers, or worn only on special occa
sions such as New Years Day. 

The second type of culture is 'present culture', 
that culture which is closely related to our real, pres
ent-day lives. Present culture is what we actually live 
with in this day and age. Rather than Korean Han
back, T-shirts and Jeans are closer to present Korean 
culture since these are things more commonly worn 
daily in Korea. When we think about culture, we tend 
to think only of the exhibited culture, so that we put 
ourselves under the illusion that we have a pretty 
unique culture, distinct from the rest of the world. 
However, it is the present culture that largely shapes 
our daily lives and our way of thinking. Thus it is not 
exhibited culture, but present culture that has a more 
real and deeper influence in the shaping of our lives 
and values. 

Although Korea has a uniquely attractive exhib
ited culture in the museums, the present culture of 
Korea is, or is becoming, almost same as that of every
where else in the world. Not only Korea, but many 
nations are losing the uniqueness of present culture. 
It is a dangerous phenomenon, and we should try to 
preserve each nation's own culture. 

The reason for preserving indigenous culture is 
that doing so will keep the world more diverse. It is 
not about being diverse merely on the surface so that 
each nation has something different from another to 
put in the tourist center or museum--that is, the diver
sity of exhibited culture. By diversity, I mean the es
sential diversity of present culture, the diverse system 
of our life today. We need the diversity of the world 
for practical reasons. We need to ensure the world's 
diversity in order to make it stronger. 

It's easy to understand when we compare our 
world with the ecosystem of a certain area. The eco-
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system that has more diverse species is considered 
stronger than the ecosystem that has less diversity. 
A diverse ecosystem is stronger because it is more 
likely to survive an unexpected natural crisis. The 
survival that is written into the code of the more di
verse ecosystem is the main reason why we are trying 
to keep the ecosystem more diverse-it is essential 
to the ecosystem's existence. We preserve many en
dangered species despite the fact that humans don't 
benefit from them directly. Just like the more diverse 
ecosystem is stronger and more likely to survive an 
unexpected crisis, the world that has more systems, or 
more diverse cultures, is stronger and more likely to 
survive any crisis. 

In the powerful book Ancient Futures, Helena 
Norberg-Hodge stresses the importance of diversity 
in the natural world. She points out that more people 
are 0 just beginning to discover how important even 
the most 'insignificant' insect or plant can be for our 
survival. ... Biologists are now corroborating the life
sustaining importance of species diversity, and some 
are speaking out about the danger of erasing it for the 
sake of short-term gain (182)." This natural diversity 
is not something distant from the cultural diversity 
of the world. Norberg-Hodge writes that: "Cultural 
diversity is as important as diversity in the natural 
world and, in fact, follows directly from it (182)." 
Cultural and natural diversity are evidently insepa
rable. 

There is one actual case that clearly shows the 
danger of a mono-cultural world. In 2002, an un
known disease which was later named 'SARS' (Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome) broke out in East Asia 
and then spread to the rest of Asia, Europe, and North 
America. Although many nations surrounding Korea 
produced a number of SARS patients, Korea didn't 
have a single victim of SARS. Scientists are assuming 
that it is because of 'Kimchee,' Korean traditional food, 
or the uncooked garlic in Kimchee that prevented 
Koreans from acquiring SARS. Scientists base the as
sumptions on the fact that Kimchee and raw garlic 
are the ingredients that distinguish Korean foods from 
other Asian foods. It is unknown whether this as
sumption is true or not. But if it is true, Koreans owe 
a great deal to Kimchee and uncooked garlic. Sadly, 
these traditional staples of the Korean diet are giving 
way to McDonald's French fries as the younger gen
eration of Koreans becomes more in favor of Western 
foods. Fortunately, SARS was not strong enough to 
spread all over the world and destroy our entire civili
zation. We can imagine, though, what it would be like 
if another disease arose even more devastating than 
SARS. If the whole world was eating the same kind of 
food, like the McDonald's cheeseburger, the disease 

could hypothetically kill human beings more eas
ily, especially if the ingredients for proper immunity 
aren't present in McDonald's cheeseburgers. 

Some might say globalization brings more di
versity of culture, but does any diversity really exist 
when Americans and Indians both eat McDonald's 
Hamburgers and Indian Curry? In Ancient Futures, 
Helena Norberg-Hodge writes, "In a modern setting 
it is easy to believe that economic development has 
increased diversity. Efficient transportation and com
munication bring together a vast array of foods and 
products from different cultures. However, the very 
system that facilitates these multicultural experiences 
is helping to erase them and to eliminate local cultural 
differences throughout the world. Lingonberry and 
pineapple juice are giving way to Coca Cola ... Diver
sity does not mean having the choice between ten dif
ferent kinds of blue jeans all made by the same com
pany (182)." Globalization might bring more choices 
to the individual, but it destroys the actual diversity 
of the world. 

By preserving the indigenous culture, I do not 
mean that each nation should remain the same for all 
time. Every culture naturally changes as it associates 
with other cultures. But accepting some aspects of 
foreign cultures that suit one's condition is very differ
ent from accepting another whole culture and aban
doning one's own culture. Welcoming another culture 
as a whole and trying to abandon one's own culture is 
often caused by the attitude of being ashamed of one's 
own culture and fantasizing about another culture. 

This may sound far-off, but it is currently hap
pening all over tl1e world, especially in the so-called 
"developing" nations. The younger generations tend 
to fantasize about Western culture. One student from 
my school in Korea pointed out how the younger 
generation in Korea fantasizes about American foods. 
Self-styled American "family restaurants" are becom
ing popular in Korea. Because they are usually more 
expensive than other kinds of restaurants, Koreans 
anticipate attending these kinds of restaurants when 
they want to have a nice and pricy meal. While they 
are enjoying the food and the atmosphere with their 
friends, they take pictures of the food they eat. They 
like to show their pictures of the American food to 
others by putting them on their own Internet web 
pages. This behavior, so popular among young Kore
ans, well shows the habit of fantasizing about Western 
culture, despite the fact that most Koreans are not 
aware of it. Although I used examples from Korea 
because I am most familiar with my country of origin, 
this fantasizing about Western culture is happening 
in other parts of the world too, whether it's known or 
unknown. 
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Although the majority of people are rushing into 
the flow of globalization, there are some hopeful 
movements towards preserving individual cultures. 
For example, some Koreans are trying to preserve 
Korean culture. They insist on living in a Korean 
traditional house rather than an apartment building 
although it costs more money and is regarded as old
fashioned by the majority of Koreans. They insist on 
an "old-fashioned" way of life even though it is more 
expensive and not as fast and convenient as mod
ern living. It would be much easier for them to eat 
McDonald's Hamburgers and to live in an apartment 
than to eat rice with homemade Kimchee and live in a 
Korean traditional house. However, those people are 
so determined to not to join the flow of globalization 
that they are willing to make the sacrifices involved. 
There are many good reasons for them to go against 
the flow even while the majority of people take life 
way too easy. 

Western capitalist culture, which prevails in the 
open-market, is already so dominant in the world 
that many people tend to assume that there is no 
way but simply accept the modern trend. American 
42nd President Bill Clinton said, "Globalization is not 
something we can hold off or turn off ... it is the eco
nomic equivalent of a force of nature--------like wind or 
water." This kind of common comment should be 
carefully weighed before being accepted because it 
aims only at making people feel helpless. Of course, 
there are many more ways of shaping the world. All 
we need to do is earn some time to think about those 
ways by slowing down the speed of globalization. 
We can slow down by making more people aware of 
the danger of this currently dominant flow. Nations 
should be aware of the danger of globalization and 
try to keep their own nation's culture alive. Preserv
ing one's nation's own culture is essential because the 
world should remain diverse, and thus sustainable. 

Editor's Note: This is a personal essay written for ESL 100. 
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Robotic Rebellion 
Jarmila Ruzicka 

Throughout Isaac Asimov's book Robotic Re
bellion we encounter the reactions of the robots re
strained by the three laws of robotics, as follows: 1) 
A robot should not injure a human, or allow a human 
to get injured; 2) A robot should obey the orders given 
out by humans unless this conflicts with the first rule, 
and 3) A robot should protect itself unless it conflicts 
with the first or second rule. Robots are unable to 
act or express their thoughts freely without the rules 
of robotics, with the exception of robot SPD-13, or 
Speedy, who acts freely while "drunk;" and robot QT-
1, or Cutie, who is capable of logical reasoning. 

Although both SPD and QT were programmed 
with the three rules of robotics, they seemed to lose 
those principals under very different circumstances. 
SPD's loss, for instance, was temporary due to a spe
cial state of mind. QT, however, disobeyed naturally, 
as his thoughts developed through reasonmg. In each 
case, the robot rebels against the concept of the "ideal 
robot" humans once believed themselves to have cre
ated; one that obeys all three laws precisely. 

On his expedition day, Speedy encountered a 
conflict in which all three robotic rules balanced out 
their priority, bringing confusion and causing Speedy 
to be what humans refer to as "drunk." In this state of 
mind, a "free" state of mind, Speedy had no rules in
terfering with his thought process (the applicability of 
all rules at once cancelled out their priority), and de
liberately speaks incoherently five times, just as most 
inebriated humans would. Unlike most drunk human 
beings, however, Speedy's incoherent utterances were 
full of form and beauty, for he was quoting fragments 
from Gilbert and Sullivan's songs. 

On his first attempt to speak, SPD addressed his 
master Powell and said, "'Hot dog, let's play games. 
You catch me and I catch you; no love can cut our 
knife in two. For I'm little Buttercup, sweet little But
tercup. Whoops!"' (42). The last part of the phrase is 
a direct quote from Gilbert and Sullivan's "HMS Pin
afore" I'm Called Little Buttercup: 

For I'm called little Buttercup--dear little Butter
cup, 

Thought I could never tell why, 
But still I'm called Buttercup--poor little Butter

cup, 
Sweet little Buttercup I!" 
(Gilbert and Sullivan). 

In this song, the character Aria (Buttercup), resem
bles SPD in that destiny has forced Aria to be some
thing she did not choose to be. This feeling is just 
what Speedy may have been experiencing towards 
humans, although he was constantly repressing it (ex
cept when drunk). Speedy seems to share with Aria 
a resentment of the thought of being different from 
everyone else whether by rights or by physique. 

Speedy's second utterance while in this state was: 
111 there grew a little flower 'neath a great oak tree,' 
followed by a curious metallic clinking that might 
have been a robotic equivalent of a hiccup" (43). This 
quote is from Gilbert and Sullivan's "Songs of the Sa
voyard," The Great Oak Tree. In this ballad, the little 
flower lives under the oak's shadow. They keep a sort 
of marital relationship, but the male oak becomes fick
le and dies shortly thereafter. The flower expresses 
her feelings towards the great oak tree: 

Said she, "He loved me never, 
Did that great oak tree 
But I'm neither rich nor clever, 
And so why should he? 
But though fate our fortunes sever, 
To be constant I'll endeavor, 
Ay, forever and forever, 
To my great oak tree!" 
(Gilbert and Sullivan). 

In this fragment of the ballad it is easy to ascertain 
the nature of the co-dependant relationship the flower 
has with the oak, which is analogous with what SPD 
has with his master(s). At the end of the section, one 
senses a feeling a servitude that justifies the flower 
and SPD' s existence. 
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As his third phrase the robot interestingly says: 
"I've made a little list, the piano organist; all the 
people who eat peppermint and puff it in your face" 
(49), a quote from the ballad They'll None Of 'Em Be 
Missed. In this ballad, the protagonist has a little list 
of people that he will make sure cease to exist: 

As some day it may happen that a victim must be 
found, 

I've got a little list---l've got a little list 
Of social offenders who might well be under 

ground 
And who never would be missed-who never 

would be missed! 
(Gilbert and Sullivan). 

The ballad presents an attitude of hatred towards 
the majority of people that compose society, making 
the character seem very antisocial. If we relate this 
information to Sonny, it means that he can have repul
sive feelings and twisted thoughts of wishing death to 
humans without actually acting upon them. 

The fourth phrase that SPD said when "drunk'' 
was: uWhile lover's professions, when uttered in Hes
sians" (50). This comes from the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Ballad When I First Put This Uniform On. This ballad 
in particular applies precisely to Speedy' s physical 
appearance, and the many conflict that that brings 
upon him. His physical appearance is just like that 
of the Hession warriors who dressed fully in metal, 
the superiority of their attitudes apparent: "Gold lace 
has charm for the fair, and I've plenty of that and to 
spare." (Gilbert and Sullivan). 

Another physical observation made towards hu
mans is depicted in the following stanza: 

But the peripatetic 
Of long-haired aesthetics, 

Are very much more to their taste
Which I never counted upon 

When I first put this uniform on! 
(Gilbert and Sullivan) 

The narrator of the ballad describes a kind of iso
lation, an isolation that perhaps a robot would feel: 

I said, as I looked in the glass, 
'It's one to a million 

That any civilian 
My figure and form will surpass' 

(Gilbert and Sullivan). 

This particular form of isolation is rather arrogant. 
It is clear that the narrator, or in our case Asimov's 
SPD-13, feels superior to the other beings. 

SPD' s final words in that emotional state of inebri
ation were: "When you're lying awake with a dismal 
headache, and repose is taboo' d by anxiety," which 
comes from Gilbert and Sullivan's ballad A Night
mare. This ballad about a nightmare depicts SPD' s in
ner thoughts versus the outside life he performs. Al
though SPD thinks of himself highly enough, he func
tions as a part of society that involves nothing more 
than serving others. The following selection from A 
Nightmare contains symbolic elements that reveal the 
truth of Sonny's inner thoughts: 

But your slumbering teems with such horrible 
dreams that you'd very much better be wak
ing; 

For you dream you are crossing the Channel, and 
tossing about in a steamer from Harwich, 

Which is something between a large bathing-ma
chine and very small second-class carriage 

(Gilbert and Sullivan). 

In this case the dream would be the daily life; 
the nightmare a very small second-class carriage and 
SPD' s inner thoughts would be the large bathing-ma
chine. 

The complete opposite of Sonny, the robot QT was 
capable of reasoning, and was assembled in order to 
replace human labor by controlling other machines. 
QT disobeyed the second law of robotics, refusing 
human authority. QT would no longer obey human 
commands because he thought humans to be lesser 
beings, and simple minds controlling more complex 
ones simply did not add up. Cutie believed in a non
human Master, superior to robots. It was the Master 
whom all robots must obey, and so, QT amended the 
first two robotic laws by replacing humans with the 
Master. Unlike most robots, Cutie no longer seemed 
to obey a human or even care whether or not that 
person was in danger. Cutie's attitude is expressed in 
one of his responses: "'Until I was created,' answered 
Cutie, 'You tended the Master. That privilege is mine 
now and your only reason for existence has vanished. 
Isn't that obvious?"' (69). 

The rebellious sensation created by this statement 
was meant to bring fear to human-kind. Humans 
were no longer protected by robots unless ordered 
otherwise by the master, simply by adjusting the 
robot's ability to reason. By reasoning out and accom
modating their own existence, robots are no longer 
oppressed by the less complex humans. As Cutie puts 
it, "you're inferior creatures, with poor reasoning fac
ulties ... " (69). The interval marking human existence 
is quickly shortened as Cutie remarks: "Your term of 
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service is over and the time of dissolution has come. 
I expected it, but---well, the Master's will be done!" 
(80). It was a simple matter of luck that Cutie did not 
also justify killing the humans himself, for his capac
ity to reason flowed without boundaries. If one were 
to track the manner in which Cutie came upon the 
idea of humans being inferior within barely one day 
of robotic existence, it is clear that it must have been 
through a lack of information on the hum! 

And race. I believe it was not just the physi-
cal appearance which determined QT' s concept of 
superiority, but also the nature of his treatment by 
humans and his apparent lack of vulnerability. Cutie 
refuses to accept instruction any longer, clearly refus
ing human instruction, as he says, "I accept nothing 
on authority. A hypothesis must be backed by reason, 
or else it is worthless" (62). Consequently, human ap
pearance becomes an issue as the robot tries to reason 
out the way of avoiding such base authority: 

I, on the other hand, am a finished product. I ab
sorb electrical energy directly and utilize it with 
an almost one hundred percent efficiency. I am com
posed of strong metal, am continuously conscious, 
and can stand extremes of environment easily. These 
are facts which, with the self-evident proposition that 
no being can create another being superior to itself, 
smash your silly hypothesis to nothing (p 63, lines 3-
10). 

If one follows a chronological order, it is easier to 
follow the reasoning behind the robot's reply; one 

can see which idea rises first, those ideas which are 
the robot's highest priority. In accordance with the 
robot's thought priorities, the ineptitude of humans 
becomes clear. The thought of being in service to 
humans, accompanied by maltreatment and humans' 
weak physical appearance justifies humans' inability 
to maintain their authoritarian existence. 

Both SPD and QT experience rigid human be
havior and think against the three rules of robotics. 
Asimov's use of Gilbert and Sullivan lyrics for the 
robot's dialogue reveals SPD' s inner thoughts, and 
Cutie's inner dialogue was freely expressed through 
his capacity for reason. SPD wasn't built to reason, 
thus in contrast to QT, he could not act upon any 
principles that may have proceeded from robotic law. 
As robots became more and more complex, Human
ity became closer to danger. At the end of the book, 
however, it is not robots' corruption that endangers 
humans, but human corruption itself, which adds a 
deeper meaning to everything. Robots as complex 
humans have the ability to reason and the privilege of 
existence, and robots resemble their creators by hav
ing the ability to reform in order to accommodate the 
environment to their beliefs. Robots accommodate by 
rebellion against humans, and humans by rebellion 
against nature and against themselves. 

Editor's Note: This is a personal essay written for English 
494. 
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Hula Hips, Puckered 
Lips, and Oppression 
Raenette Marino 

I learned the world's perception of Hawaiians 
when I left Hawai'i as a young woman. My educating 
moment did not occur in a classroom, in a museum, 
or in a business meeting. It was at a social. Upon 
discovering that I was Hawaiian, a man--well dressed, 
well educated, and well to do--demanded a kiss from 
me. I did not expect it, but I should have. After all, I 
was battling an image that had been emblazoned into 
the non-Hawaiian psyche long before I was born. 

From Mark Twain's Letters from the Sandwich 
Islands published in 1866 to the opening scenes of 
Steve McGarrett's Hawai'i 5-0 on television during 
the 1970s to Hawaiian Airlines' advertisements in 
the current Conde Naste issue, Hawai'i has promised 
aloha with bare, brown welcoming arms, curvaceous 
hula hips, and puckered lips to all who step foot on 
her alluring shore. This image, among others, has not 
only labeled the Hawaiian woman as the lascivious, 
wicked wahine but has been partially responsible for 
the social, political, and economical oppression of the 
indigenous since westerners began colonizing the 
isles of the Pacific. 

Globally, cultural images were used by the colo
nizer to distinguish and divide the indigenous from 
the westerner. In his essay "Orientalism," Edward 
Said argues that "the Orient has helped define Europe 
(or the West) as its contrasting image, idea, personal
ity, experience" (87). This contrasting image, accord
ing to Said, was used by westerner "for dominating, 
restructuring, and having authority" over the indig
enous (88). Although Said is referring to the Orient 
in his essay, history would prove that the westerner 
would use this contrasting image to restructure the 
Pacific and rule the indigenous. An example of this is 
found in Charles Stoddard's essay "Chumming With 
a Savage" in which he describes his first encounter 
with the indigenous of the Pacific: 

I was quite alone with two hundred dusky fel
lows, only two of whom could speak a syllable of 
English, and I the sole representative of the superior 
white within twenty miles. Alone with cannibals [ ...] 
(19) 

By characterizing the indigenous as savages and 

distinguishing himself as their superior master, Stod
dard unequivocally engages in orientalism. 

Defining the indigenous as inferior can also be 
seen in the journal of French artist Paul Gauguin. 
Gauguin, who lived in Tahiti for two years during 
the late eighteen hundreds, recognized the disparity 
between the colonizer and the indigenous. During 
his stay in Tahiti, Gauguin kept a written record of his 
observations and impressions regarding the island, its 
people, and their culture. Entitled Noa Noa, the jour
nal includes a defining encounter between a French 
woman and Gauguin's indigenous wife: 

At Taravao, I returned the horse to gendarme, and 
an unpleasant incident occurred there. His wife, a 
French woman, said to me, not maliciously, but tact
lessly. 

'What! You bring back with you such a hussy?' 
And with her angry eyes she undressed the young 

girl, who met this insulting examination with com
plete indifference. 

I looked for a moment at the symbolic spectacle 
which the two women offered. On the one side a 
fresh blossoming, faith and nature; on the other the 
season of barrenness, law and artifice. Two races were 
face to face, and I was ashamed of mine. It hurt me 
to see it so petty and intolerant, so uncomprehending. 
(30) 

In less than ten words, the colonizer, the French 
woman, defines and distinguishes Gauguin's indig
enous wife, Tehura, as an inferior harlot. Without any 
knowledge of Tehura's personal history, the westerner 
labels her based on solely on the other's indigeneity. 
As a result, the French woman implicitly defines and 
distinguishes herself as Tehura's puritan superior. 

Once the colonizer establishes his superior posi
tion, he/she preserves the inferior cultural image 
of the indigenous to maintain political power. This 
concept is best exemplified by Rotuman native and 
scholar Vilsoni Hereniko who acknowledges his on
going struggle with the image of the inferior native. 
In his essay "Indigenous Knowledge and Academic 
Imperialism," Hereniko recalls, as head of the Eng
lish department at a school in Fiji, the reaction of the 
westerner in 1984 who learns of Hereniko's decision 
to incorporate indigenous literature into the school's 
curriculum: 

I was excited about this shift in orientation, and 
so were my students and some of the staff, who found 
much that they could identify with in the poetry of 
Konai Thaman (1980, 1981) or the short stories from 
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the Pacific published in Lali (Wendt 1980)--until one 
day, when the gatekeeper of English literature in this 
school, an elderly teacher from England with strong 
Christian convictions, marched into the library where 
I was reading and shouted at me: 'You are employed 
to teach English literature, which means literature 
written by English.' (83) 

The image or perception of English literature as 
superior and Pacific literature as inferior allows the 
teacher to usurp Hereniko' s authority and assume 
the position as "gatekeeper of English literature" (83). 
Despite Hereniko' s scholarly achievements and aca
demic authority, he does not have political power in 
the academic arena because the colonizer persists in 
preserving the perception of the indigenous image as 
inferior. 

Colonizers have not only used these images to 
assume and maintain political supremacy over the in
digenous, they have also used these images to achieve 
economic domination. Although the prevailing image 
of the indigenous lifestyle is carefree, "the political, 
economic, and cultural reality for most [...] is hard, 
ugly, and cruel" (Trask 180). According to Hawaiian 
political activist Haunani-Kay Trask, cultural images 
have been sold at the expense of the indigenous. In 
her essay "Lovely Hula Hands," Trask argues: 

In Hawai'i, the destruction of our land and the 
prostitution of our culture is planned and executed by 
multinational corporations (both foreign and Hawai'i 
based), by huge landowners (like the missionary 
descended Castle and Cook--of Dole Pineapple fame
-and others) and by collaborationist state and county 
governments. (180) 

Although rage is evident in this passage, grim 
statistics validate Trask' s allegation and anger. For 
example, the U.S. Census Bureau reports that "one in 
four children identified as Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander is living below the poverty level" (Wilson 
1). Hence, while the indigenous struggle to own a 
piece of the rock--lava rock that is--the visitor industry 
boasts an annual revenue of over $10 billion (Lingle 
3). Thus aloha, once the distinction and essence of tra
ditional Hawaiian culture, has dwindled into a com
modity to be bought and sold. 

In an effort to restore pride to a people who were 
robbed of their dignity by the westerner, the indige
nous are reclaiming traditional cultural images. Trask 
contends that this reclamation is not only a restora
tion of dignity but a "repudiation of colonization by 
so-called Western civilization in its American form" 
(Trask 188). The surge of essays written exclusively 
in the Hawaiian language of the 2004 issue of the 
Hohonu, the University of Hawai'i Hilo journal of 
academic writing, is evidence of this cultural revital-

ization. Politically, the most significant element in this 
cultural revitalization is the needed restoration of the 
indigenous voice. 

Restoration of the indigenous voice and the tra
ditional cultural images it embraces, however, does 
not necessarily equate to liberation from oppression. 
In his essay "Towards a New Oceania," Samoan au
thor Albert Wendt argues that the "imaginations of 
our self-styled romantic revolutionaries" (such as 
Trask) are reclaiming an idyllic age that did not exist 
(12). Wendt, who does not "advocate a return to an 
imaginary pre-palagi Golden age or utopian womb," 
believes that reclaiming the image of the noble sav
age not only stagnates an indigenous culture, but it 
also serves in further distinguishing and dividing 
the westerner from the indigenous (12). As the in
digenous strive for liberation, they must find ways to 
break this cycle of distinguishing and dividing. 

To eliminate this damning cycle, cultural images 
will need to be forged that support parity between 
the westerner and the indigenous. Wendt contends 
that "our quest should not be for a revival of our past 
cultures but for the creation of new cultures which are 
free of the taint of colonialism and based firmly on our 
own pasts" (12). Like Wendt, Hereniko recognizes 
that the indigenous are "faced with the challenge of 
negotiating their identities to achieve their wishes for 
equality" ("Representations" 160). According to his 
essay "Representations of Cultural Identities," Hereni
ko does not perceive a creation of new cultural images 
as ""inauthentic' or an 'invention' of tradition but 
necessary for the creation of identities that enhance 
dignity or pride [...] and yet are capable of confronting 
the challenge introduced by Euro-American cultures" 
(162). Thus the indigenous must not create cultural 
images that legitimize the stigmatization imposed by 
the westerner, nor must they create cultural images 
that replace the westerner's superior position; they 
must create, instead, cultural images that are indeed 
revolutionary to the colonizer: images that assume 
the position of equality. To do otherwise dishonors 
their ancestry who survived colonization with fierce 
dignity, and denies their posterity the opportunity to 
progress culturally, politically, and economically. 

Explorer, engineer, navigator, ambassador, physi
cian, and steward are only some of the traditional cul
tural images given to the indigenous by their ances
tors that may be fused with the advancements offered 
by the new millennium. However, as Hereniko acute
ly observes, the challenge of creating new cultural 
images that assume the position of equality will lie "in 
the art of selection and negotiation" (11Representation" 
164). As a native Hawaiian, I suggest that the 
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solution to creating these new cultural images may 
be found in the art of the Hawaiian haku lei. A haku 
lei is a garland of blossoms and foliage bound tightly 
together using the frond of the lauhala or pandanus 
tree. The selection of material and the labor involved 
makes each haku lei a unique expression of aloha. I 
believe that Hawai'i's endemic lehua and the English 
rose can be used to create a new, but no less beautiful 
and cherished haku lei. The challenge, then, no lon
ger lies in art and selection; the challenge lies in love 
and acceptance. 

Editor's Note: This is a literary analysis written for English 
430. 
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The Debate on 
Zionism and Racism 
Shari Treslcy 

When Zionism arose as a political movement in 
Europe in the late 1800' s, it came out of a context in 
which discussion of the "Jewish problem" was com
mon discourse in that part of the world. Even then, 
50 years before the Holocaust, Jews were enduring 
extreme persecution in much of Europe, and the 
founders of Zionism were predicting the occurrence 
of a major Jewish catastrophe if nothing was done to 
circumvent it. With such a long history of being un
welcome in European societies, the idea of creating 
an independent Jewish nation was a very attractive 
option, and possibly even seemed like the only viable 
scenario for Jews at that time. The alternative would 
have been to continue to subject themselves to anti
Semitism, or find a "host" country that would accept 
them. No countries - even friendlier ones like the 
United States and Canada - were inviting the Jews 
to emigrate en masse. Many Jews did not trust that 
any nation would be consistent in its acceptance of 
them in the long run, and they based that mistrust on 
historical reality. A national liberation movement - re
turning to a homeland where they could escape from 
anti-Semitism and gain control of their destiny - was 
an idea whose time had come. In that political context, 
Zionism seemed like a righteous cause to anyone who 
believed in the general right of human beings to pos
sess freedom and self-determination. 

In hindsight, it is easy to see that the implementa
tion of political Zionism - the actual establishment 
of a Jewish homeland in Palestine - would be met 
with intense opposition. Arabs who were already liv
ing there felt that their land was being taken over by 
European outsiders. However, Zionists felt they had 
a legitimate claim to the land too - they were once 
the local residents, even if it was 1,800 years before. 
In most circumstances, to base their claim to the land 
on such ancient history might seem like a weak argu
ment, but Jews were dealing with a context of extreme 
persecution at that time, which provided a context 
that made the claim more understandable. Also, Jews 
had always seen Jerusalem as a holy place; it was the 
birthplace of the Jewish spiritual identity. For this rea
son, Zionists do not see their ideology as imperialist; 

they see it as a legitimate national liberation move
ment. But the fact remains, European Jews colonized 
a territory that already had indigenous inhabitants, 
and those inhabitants are not just going to walk away 
from a place where their ancestors had been settled 
for hundreds of years. 

Zionism can be seen as a form of romantic na
tionalism, an ideology that arose in Europe in the late 
1800' s, and advocated the value of ethnic pride and 
cultural solidarity among people who share a com
mon heritage. Unfortunately, history has shown that 
this kind of nationalism, even when initially well 
intentioned, may lead to discrimination toward those 
that do not share the national identity. Many Israelis 
and other supporters of Zionism will now admit to 
Zionism's negative consequences. Many feel badly 
about the plight of the Palestinians, and advocate 
some kind of settlement that would result in peaceful 
coexistence. However, most still deny any intentional 
discrimination on the part of the early Zionists, and 
claim that Israel's current discriminatory laws - such 
as restricting the Palestinian people's freedom of 
movement, limiting their ownership of property, and 
denying exiled Palestinians their right to return to 
Israel - are necessary for the safety of Israeli civilians 
and Israel's security as a nation. 

On the other side, many Palestinians claim that 
Zionists knew what they were doing from the begin
ning of the movement in the early l900's, and intend
ed to create an exclusive State from the time of the 
Balfour Declaration in 1917 - when Britain declared 
that Palestine could be used as a Jewish homeland. 
Some feel that forcible ethnic cleansing was part of 
the original Zionist plan. At the very least, most Pal
estinians agree that the Zionists who began moving to 
Palestine in the early 1900' s ignored the existence of 
the Palestinian people as a significant factor in their 
determination to create their own political nation - an 
attitude they feel must have stemmed from a sense 
of ethnic and cultural superiority. They see the early 
Zionists as imperialists, who did not recognize the 
rights or the dignity of the Palestinian people they 
found already living in their proposed homeland. Ac
cording to many Palestinians, and others who criticize 
Zionist ideology, these attitudes amount to deliberate, 
unabashed racism, and should be addressed with the 
kind of condemnation that would be appropriate for 
such serious human rights violations. 

The perspective that Zionism could be seen as a 
racist ideology first came into the awareness of many 
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people in 1975, when the United Nations voted, 97 to 
35, to accept a very controversial resolution stating 
that Zionism is a form racism and racial discrimina
tion (U.N. General Assembly Resolution 3379). Al
though this resolution equating Zionism with racism 
was retracted in 1991 (U.N. General Assembly Resolu
tion 4686), the debate has continued, and was a major 
topic at the last World Conference Against Racism, 
held in Durban South Africa in August of 2001 (World 
Conference). While the perspective that Zionism is 
a national liberation movement seems irreconcilable 
with the view that it is a form of racist imperialism, 
a careful review of the historical evidence, as well as 
the current realities, may reveal a perspective that 
could bring them closer together. A just solution to the 
conflict may still be a long way off, but a dispassion
ate examination of the positions on both sides could 
result in greater understanding, and is the first step in 
the process of reconciliation. 

In a speech following the U.N. vote on the decla
ration, Chaim Hertzog, Israeli ambassador to the U.N. 
pointed out, with great emotion, that the resolution 
condemning Zionism took place on the "anniversary 
of the night when Hitler's Nazi storm-troopers first 
launched their attach on the German Jewish commu
nity. On this infamous date of November 10'1\ 1938, 
the Nazis burned synagogues in every German city, 
and began the transfer of Jewish people from their 
homes to the extermination camps. Hertzog felt that 
calling for the vote on that same date was an inten
tional cruelty. He rejected the accusation that Zionism 
was racist and compared the liberation movement 
of the Jewish people to that of many peoples in Asia 
and Africa who were fighting for national liberation. 
He also pointed out the hypocrisy of his accusers, 
who had not chastised the Soviets or the Arabs at all 
for their long history of oppressing Jews in their own 
countries. He described his dismay with the current 
policy of Palestinian Liberation Organization, which 
called for the destruction of the State of Israel in their 
1964 Covenant. He wondered aloud why the U.N. had 
such a double standard regarding their criticisms on 
racism when comparing those directed at Israel with 
those directed at other countries (Israeli Ambassador 
1, 3, 5-6). 

After the resolution was declared, A. M. El-Mes
siri, advisor to the League of Arab States wrote a let
ter to the "New York Times," explaining some of the 
reasons for the resolution as he saw them. He asserted 
that many Asian and African states supported the 
resolution that Zionism was a form of racism because 
they truly believed that the exclusivity of Israel was 
related to a supremacist attitude toward the Palestin
ians. He acknowledged that racism was not 

an institutionalized feature of early Zionist ideology, 
but he maintained the position that the early Zionists 
attitudes contained the seeds of the discrimination 
toward the Palestinians that was to follow. El-Messiri 
went on to say that he knew of no other nation besides 
Israet with the ironic exception of Nazi Germany, 
which used ethnicity as their exclusive criteria for citi
zenship. For him, this was tantamount to racism. Even 
so, he felt the resolution was regrettable - not because 
it was mistaken, but because it was counterproductive 
to the Israeli-Palestinian dialogue (252-254). 

In examining the issue of Zionism and racism, it 
is important to take a look at definitions. Zionism was 
never a completely unified ideology, with only one 
clear set of principles. From very early on, Zionists 
were divided on the issue of whether or not Zionism 
merely meant Jewish renewal, or if it meant the cre
ation of a political State. Advocates of Jewish renewal 
saw Zionism as an educational, spiritual and psycho
logical movement to help Jews become more aware of 
their cultural heritage, and enable them to find pride 
and fulfillment as individuals and as an ethnic people. 
Advocates of spiritual Zionism felt that the Jewish 
psyche had been damaged by years of oppression and 
living in ghettos, and there needed to be a concerted 
effort to regain dignity and self-respect (Rubinstein, 
25). 

Then, in 1896, Theodor Herzl, the man considered 
to be the father of political Zionism, wrote a pamphlet 
called Judenstaat- The Tewish State. In this short 
piece of writing, he envisioned the creation of a Jew
ish nation. At that point he was not even firmly saying 
that this State had to be located in Palestine. Political 
Zionism, in its original form, was simply the idea that 
the Jews were a legitimate people - a distinct cultural 
entity - and as such, they deserved to be recognized 
as a self-determining nation. In his book, Herzl does 
say that Palestine would be the most likely place to 
create the Jewish State because it was their ancient 
homeland, but he also discusses other options, such as 
Argentina, for where this homeland could be located. 
He talks about creating a democratic State in which 
theocracy would be avoided, and all peoples would 
be welcome and treated with equality. (Herzl 95, 146). 

A case can be made that in general, imperialistic 
colonialism is always based on attitudes of ethnic 
and cultural superiority, even if they are not explicitly 
racist in terms of advocating discrimination against a 
particular group of people. The Palestinians are barely 
mentioned in Herzl's plan, and what little he says 
about them indicates that he believed that they would 
welcome the Jews, as bringers of development, culture 
and trade (95). In his book, The Controversy of Zion, 
Geoffrey Wheatcroft quotes a Utopian novel, writ-
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ten by Herzl, in which an Arab character said, "The 
Jews have enriched us, why should we be angry with 
them? They live with us like brothers, why should 
we not love them?" (qtd. in Wheatcroft 84). This in 
itself might be seen as an excruciatingly embarrass
ing example of a patronizing attitude, as well as being 
ridiculously naive, but Wheatcroft tells us that it was 
a symptom of the kind of imperialistic attitudes of all 
Europeans at that time (84). Also, we should remem
ber that this kind of cultural chauvinism is still a prev
alent view as reflected in the foreign policy of America 
and some European c.ountries today. In any case, at 
the time Zionism came into existence, Europeans saw 
themselves as "helping" less fortunate people become 
"civilized." They felt that bringing people their form 
of religion - Christianity - as well as their economic 
practices and cultural values was actually a respon
sibility to make the world a better place - hence the 
idea of "the white man's burden." 

When Herzl wrote about establishing Israel in 
Palestine, he once said, "We should there form a por
tion of Europe against Asia, an outpost of civilization 
as opposed to barbarism" (qtd. in Perriaux, Steuer 
139). European Jews were in an interesting position -
they were seen as uncivilized outsiders by their Chris
tian European neighbors, but they saw themselves as 
representatives of European culture who could only 
bring positive value to any place they colonized. We 
may now see the superior attitude inherent in this ap
proach, but at the time it made sense in its historical 
context. We may also see the irony in Jews looking at 
others the same way Europeans looked at them, but 
apparently, the anti-Semitism in Europe, did not stop 
the Ziorrists form believing that they should spread 
European culture. 

This subtler form of cultural chauvinism was not 
the only face of Zionist ideology. Once Herzl began to 
realize that the Palestinians might present a problem 
for his Zionist dream he said, "We must expropriate 
gently the private property on the estates assigned 
to us. We will try to spirit the penniless population 
across the border by procuring employment for it in 
the transit countries, while denying employment in 
our own" (qtd. in Waheed 2). In her article on Zion
ism and Ethnic Cleansing, Jean Shaoul maintains that 
plans for removing Palestinians from Israel was part 
of the earliest Zionist ideology. She points out that an 
early Zionist slogan was, "A land without a people for 
a people without a land." Zionist literature portrayed 
Palestine as a barren land that the Jews could develop 
for their own purposes. The population of Palestinian 
Muslims in 1947, as recorded by a British census, was 
1,157,000. By 1949, only 200,000 remained within tl1e 
boundaries of Israel at that time. Shaoul claims that 

the majority had fled to avoid the Israeli terrorists, 
who were going from house to house, driving out Pal
estinian families. (1-3). 

In her book, The New Anti-Semitism, Phyl-
lis Chesler denies that Zionism fits the definition of 
imperialism because it was not a movement backed 
by any nation seeking to acquire additional lands or 
plunder resources. In fact, it took a long time for any 
nation to back the Zionist idea. According to Chesler, 
Zionism was a movement of people escaping from 
racism, not an imperialistic movement bent on ethnic 
cleansing. She compares it to a hypothetical situa
tion, in which Native Americans were expelled from 
America, and later, after creating a movement for self
determination, they were given a small tract of land 
in America over which they could establish their own 
nation. No one would call them imperialists or racists 
for wanting their own land in which they could be 
self-determining. She claims that the Palestinians fled 
Palestine of their own accord, and as a result of the 
incitement of Arab leaders (230-231) .. 

Even though Zionists may not have originally 
been economically motivated, and even though they 
did not have the backing of a specific country in the 
beginning, America and Western European countries 
ultimately backed them, and economic considerations 
surely were a factor. By 1975, when the resolution on 
Zionism as a form of racism was declared, it was easy 
to see that the countries supporting Israel had ulterior 
motives, and were using Israel as their representative 
in the Middle East - where the resource of oil was, 
and continues to be, a much fought over commodity. 
At the same time, the same can be said about the Pal
estinians, who were being used by the Soviet Union 
and Arabs countries to further their agendas. Other 
countries had just as much interest in oil as the West
ern democracies, and sought to gain the good will of 
Arab countries that were fighting against American 
and European imperialism at the time, and continue 
to do so. On the website PslestinianFacts, an article 
on the history of the UN resolution claims that the 
Soviets joined the anti-Israel Arab block as leverage 
against the United States, while smaller Asian and 
African nations were intimidated by Arab-oil power. 
Some wanted to ally themselves with the Soviets, and 
others were expressing their own resentments toward 
American colonialism (What Was Behind the U.N.). 

Supporters of Zionism have pointed out that the 
main countries that proposed and backed the UN 
resolution had a history of virulent anti-Semitism, and 
that to pick on Israel, with so much oilier injustice go
ing on in the world - particularly in Arab States - was 
unfair, and had anti-Semitic overtones. The Soviet 
Union, who was a major proponent of the resolution, 
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had a long track record of extreme persecution of 
Jews, culminating in the pogroms of the late 19th and 
early 20th century, in which thousands of Jews were 
murdered, and their discrimination against Jews con
tinued into the 1970's, when the U. N. resolution was 
proposed. In the 1950' s, when Stalin realized that Isra
el would not become a communist country, the Soviet 
Union began funding the publication of anti-Semitic 
literature, and by the 1960' s, its official position was 
that Zionism was a tool used by Americans and Jews 
to promote racism. They began to push the 

U. N. resolution on Zionism only after the Unite 
States proposed their own resolutions against bigotry 
that criticized the anti-Semitic attitude of the Soviets 
(Zionism and Racism). 

It is also interesting to explore the possibility that 
Zionism was actually being used as part of the anti
Semitic agenda of European nations, aside from their 
other political and economic interests. Zionism came 
out of the same romantic nationalism that served as 
the basis for Nazi Germany- the idea of creating a po
litical nation out of ethnic unity, and tying that nation 
to a particular piece of land. Some have made the case 
that Zionism was just an extension of anti-Semitism, 
rather than a reaction against it because in a sense, 
Zionism agrees with the idea that Jews should be seen 
as a separate race of people (Wise 3-4). In a way, Zion
ism served the agenda of Europe by offering a plan 
to evacuate its Jewish people. That may even be the 
underlying reason why European nations eventually 
supported the idea of Zionism. In effect, they trans
ferred their "Jewish problem" somewhere else, where 
they didn't have to deal with the responsibility for 
their own persecution of the Jews, or the consequenc
es for the Palestinians of mass Jewish emigration to 
Palestine. 

The issue of whether or not one sees Zionism as 
racist also depends on how one defines racism. Some 
have pointed out that Israelis cannot be called rac
ists because Jews are not all of one race, and Jews of 
all races were welcomed into Israel (Chesler 228). 
This perspective does not really deal with what is re
ally meant by the word "racism." The spirit of this 
particular criticism of Zionism - that it is racist - has 
to do with institutionalized discrimination in Israel, 
and this might include ethnic prejudice and religious 
intolerance, as well as classic racism. If a defense of 
Zionism depends on the fact that Jews are not all of 
one race, then one could use that same argument to 
say that the Nazis did not commit genocide, because 
genocide can be defined as the extermination of a 
people based on race. 

Racism implies a desire to establish superiority for 
a particular ethnic group of people, through the use 

of force or coercion. Using that definition both sides 
can be seen as racists. From the time that the United 
Nations declared that Israel was to be a Jewish state 
in 1947, the official Palestinian position was to "push 
the Jews into the sea," and it certainly seems like 
that position has not changed for many Palestinians. 
The Palestinian Liberation Organization might not 
have a sophisticated army, but their suicide bombers 
certainly wield a certain power over innocent Israeli 
civilians. Many see the PLO as terrorists, rather than 
freedom fighters with a nationalistic agenda. Many 
Israelis consider the origins of the Palestinian attitude 
to be anti-Semitic and ethnically based, and some 
view their charges of imperialism and racism as mere 
excuses for the Palestinian intolerance of Jews. 

Still, even if many Palestinians are anti-Semitic, 
and even though Zionism may not have originated 
with an imperialist agenda or racist attitudes, the cur
rent situation certainly appears to have discrimina
tory aspects. Although the original Zionists were an 
oppressed people without much power in the world, 
the current Israeli government is now very powerful 
- politically and militarily. Israel is not a pluralistic 
democracy - it is a theocratic government run by a 
guaranteed Jewish majority, and Palestinians do not 
have equal rights in Israel. According to Dr. Uri Davis, 
a Jewish scholar living in Israel, 93% of the territory 
inside the actual State of Israel is legally reserved for 
Jewish people only. He compares the situation inside 
of Israel to the apartheid in South Africa, though he 
acknowledges that it is less obvious in certain ways. 
There are no special parks or busses for Palestinian 
residents, but under the surface, there is real discrimi
nation that would be inappropriate in a true secular 
democracy (1, 2). 

Israeli laws deny the right of return for Palestin
ians who had voluntarily or involuntarily fled Pales
tine during the wars, while allowing unlimited Jews 
into the country. This is, by any definition, a type of 
discrimination. Jean Shaoul says that after the first 
Arab-Israeli war in 1948-1949, thousands of Palestin
ians fled Israel, or were expelled. Again, after the 1967 
"Six Day War" thousands more left. Currently there 
is an estimated 3.5 million Palestinian refugees (1). 

It has now gotten to the point where a physical wall 
divides Israel from the surrounding Palestinian vil
lages, causing even more hardship for the Palestinian 
population, who cannot get to their land or their jobs, 
or deal with medical care and other business they may 
have in Israel. Even if this "apartheid" is not based on 
racial hatred, it is hard to argue that the reality of the 
separation and discrimination is not comparable. 

But many Israelis believe that the original Zionists 
intended a peaceful co-existence, and it was the 
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Palestinians who refused - and continue to refuse - to 
live in peace. From the Israeli perspective, they felt 
justified in keeping the lands they gained when they 
won wars they saw as instigated by Palestinians and 
other Arabic states. They also felt justified in refusing 
to allow Palestinians who had fled during those wars, 
back into the country. Some Israelis feel that the wall 
is necessary for security; they feel they are only pro
tecting themselves from people they see as terrorists. 
They refuse to agree to the right of return for Palestin
ians because they fear that a Palestinian majority in 
Israel would threaten their very existence as a nation. 
From their perspective, it is a matter of self-defense 
and security, not racism or ethnic intolerance. 

Also, Zionists and their supporters also point out 
that Arabs in Israel have more freedom than they do 
in most Arab countries. Neill Lochery, of Christian Ac
tion for Israel, wrote an article enumerating the ways 
in which Israel is better for its Arabic citizens than 
other Middle Eastern countries. Arabs participate in 
the government, with 10 members of the Knesset from 
Arab parties. Arabs have held office as mayors and 
have served in the government in other ways. In con
trast to the pre-1967 period, when Arabs controlled 
part of Jerusalem and forbade Jews access to Jewish 
holy sites, Arabs in Israel have full rights of worship. 
In general, Israel has a much better human rights 
track record than its neighboring countries (1-2). It 
does seem true that disproportionate attention given 
to criticizing Zionism and Israeli actions by progres
sive liberals, the United Nations, and other interna
tional groups, and this is unfair. Still, when Israelis 
point out the fact that other nations are worse than 
they are, it does not provide a strong justification for 
their own discriminatory actions. 

In the course of all this turmoil, Jewish people 
everywhere find themselves in a very awkward posi
tion. Many Jews, including Israeli citizens, are critical 
of Israeli policy, but find themselves being lumped 
together with those they disagree with, just because 
they are Jews. There have been increasing incidences 
of anti-Semitism all over the world, including Amer
ica, and in particular on American campuses. Ac
cording to a recent news article, the Anti-defamation 
League, an organization that tracks incidents of anti
Semitism, has said that anti-Semitic acts were up 24% 
on American campuses (Long, 1). Chesler describes in 
a near riot in 2002 at San Francisco State University, in 
which Palestinian protestors began chanting, "Death 
to the Jews" and were physically threatening Jewish 
students on campus (145-146). 

Anti-Semitic literature has been passing around 
on the Internet in increasing amounts. I myself, am on 
a number of progressive political mailing lists, and 

have received some blatant anti-Semitic hate literature 
trying to pass as legitimate anti-Zionist criticisms. Ad
mittedly, there is also a problem when Jewish people 
are defensive about Zionism, and equate any criticism 
they hear with anti-Semitism. But some of the anti
Zionist writings that have been sent to me personally, 
from people who did not know I was Jewish, have 
said things such as, "Historically Jews have had a bad 
reputation. It is their culture of money. They are pari
ahs everywhere they settle. Benjamin Franklin called 
them "vampires." He knew them from Europe and 
did not want them in America. America hosts almost 
half the world's Jewish population as their base of 
global power. The leadership and core of Zionism are 
called Jews ... " 

Clearly, this is hate literature. And it is alarming 
that these kinds of obviously anti-Semitic diatribes 
are being sent to me, and numerous others, by people 
who represent themselves to be progressive liberals. 
In his article, "Semites and Anti-Semites," Bernard 
Lewis discusses his criteria for distinguishing the new 
anti-Semitism from free legitimate criticism. He says 
that too often, those who focus on the injustices of 
Zionism do so to the exclusion of other forms of rac
ism, even if they are non-Arabic Americans or Euro
peans who have no personal vested interest in seeing 
Palestinian rights as more important than the rights 
of other groups of people. They also ignore the prob
lems of Arab people that are not related to Zionism, 
including the injustices perpetrated by Arab countries 
themselves. They also tend to portray Jews as rich and 
powerful, having great (and negative) influence in the 
world (6-7). I have found this to be true, and I have 
also noticed that in discussions of Zionism, Jews are 
often demonized, and the conflict is seen in very black 
and white terms, with the Jews portrayed as the en
emy, and no distinction made between Jews, Israelis, 
Zionists, opinions of individual people in powerful 
positions, and the governmental policy of Israel and 
the United States. 

Even in more legitimate critiques of Zionism, it 
is sometimes unclear whether or not anti-Zionism 
means criticism of the current manifestation of Zion
ism in the modern State of Israel, or condemnation 
of the idea of a Jewish homeland in any context. One 
Jewish student, who was getting his Master's degree 
at the school of Oriental and African Studies, and 
was an anti-racism activist found himself accused of 
racism because he supported the right of the Jewish 
people to a homeland. His student union had made 
a declaration which stated "that peace required the 
achievement of national liberation and independence, 
the elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialism, 
foreign occupation, apartheid, Zionism and racial dis-
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crimination in all its forms, as well as the recognition 
of the dignity of people's and their right to self-de
termination." He was criticized for pointing out that 
they may as well add "except Jews" to their statement 
about the rights of all people for self-determination. 
He felt that it was hypocritical to single out Zionism 
and thus imply that Jews were the only people who 
did not deserve national liberation and independence 
(Gross, 1). 

I admit that many Jews, including myself at times, 
are touchy about people criticizing Zionism. But as a 
Jew, I also feel a certain sense of responsibility for ac
tions done in the name of a Jewish nation. It makes me 
cringe when I hear about the injustices perpetrated by 
people who claim to be protecting Jews. When I read 
a recent news story about the killing of a Palestinian 
schoolgirl by an Israeli solider, I felt as if someone had 
pierced my own heart. Still, it is hard to be objective 
about Zionism when liberals and progressives, who 
generally support national liberation movements, are 
saying that your people are the only group on Earth 
that does not have the right to self-determination. 
How can that be seen as anything other than discrimi
nation? 

The Palestinian movement for self-determination 
now supported by progressive liberals, is actually 
very similar, in both the bad ways and the good ways, 
to Jewish Zionism. They too, justify killing in the 
name of national liberation. When I hear white Ameri
cans of European descent harping on and on about the 
evils of Zionism, I wonder what they think about their 
own homes, built on the graveyards of Native Ameri
cans. Here in Hawai'i, where I currently live, white 
progressives may downrap Zionism one moment, and 
complain about the so-called "reverse racism" they 
experience as white people in a place where Native 
Hawaiians still fight for their own sovereignty. The 
vilification of Zionists by European Americans seems 
extremely disingenuous to me, and is an example of 
blatant hypocrisy. 

Certainly there are innumerable examples of im
perialism and colonization throughout history, and 
national liberation movements may seem like a com
pelling solution for any oppressed group of people. 
But one person's nationalism is another person's op
pression. Perhaps it is the character of any nationalis
tic movement to have an element of ethnic discrimi
nation towards others who are not part of the group. 
Nationalism is - by definition - exclusive to those of a 
particular nationality. It is directly opposed to a more 
universalistic sentiment, and the idea of a democratic, 
multi-ethnic, society. It may be that nationalism is not 

the right solution for the Jewish people, but if that 
is true then it is not the solution for the Palestinian 
people either. 

As with many controversies, there are two ex
treme positions on the issue of Zionism and racism, 
and a lot of room for discussion in the middle ground. 
On the one extreme we have some Zionists and Is
raelis claiming that their country is a pure Western 
democracy that is only trying to defend itself against a 
violent, unreasonable aggressor. They see Zionism as 
a completely righteous national liberation movement, 
akin to the Kurds struggle for self-determination in 
northern Iraq. On the other hand, you have some Pal
estinians who say that Zionism was an explicitly racist 
movement from the beginning, with a clear policy of 
ethnic cleansing as a primary component of its ideol
ogy and as a part of its on-going policy. They view 
Israelis as imperialist colonizers and see themselves as 
people defending a homeland that has been invaded 
by aggressive outsiders. 

Although these two views seem irreconcilable, in 
a certain sense they are both right and both wrong. 
The conflict between Israelis and Palestinians can be 
viewed as a clash between two national liberation 
movements that believe their national homeland is in 
the same place. Each of them has exhibited intolerance 
of the other. When viewed from this perspective, both 
sides can be accused of racism; both sides can be seen 
as victims, both can be seen as aggressors. They each 
have good arguments, and no clear moral winner can 
be declared. Only compromise can deal with a situa
tion with so many complexities and tragic elements. 

When I.F. Stone was asked how he could admire 
Thomas Jefferson, when Jefferson had owned slaves, 
Stone replied, "Because history is a tragedy, not a 
melodrama." As tempting as it is for people to seek 
a sense of clear-cut, self-righteous purity, that is not 
the way of the world. Real history doesn't lend itself 
to the clear and clean storylines of a 90-minute televi
sion melodrama. It is time to get beyond our primitive 
desire for an obvious villain in this particular histori
cal struggle. The simplistic perspective of calling the 
Palestinians terrorists, or calling the Israelis racists, is 
only counterproductive to the dialogue. The story of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a heartbreaking tale 
of hypocrisy, contradiction, irony, ignorance, misun
derstanding, and unintended consequences on both 
sides. If we can truly understand that, then maybe the 
wounds of this long and painful tragedy can finally 
begin to mend. 

Editor's Note: This is a research paper written for English 
215. 
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IntroductionAlternatives to 
Hawai'i County Youth 
Drug Prevention 
Programs 
Hannah and Joseph Stender 

Abstract 

Hawafi County can improve its drug prevention 
efforts by focusing on reforming its primary youth 
drug prevention program, Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (D.A.R.E.). Findings suggest that reasons 
for D.A.R.E's failure are interconnected to the de
sign of the program, and more specifically to its lack 
of certain elements. Reforming D.A.R.E. consists of 
expanding its focus to certain essential areas and 
by incorporating other positive elements that have 
proven successful in model prevention programs, 
such as All Stars, Project Star, and D.A.R.E Plus. It is 
suggested that rather than focusing on the risk-factor 
approach in which "at-risk" individuals are identified 
and isolated through zero-tolerance polices, D.A.R.E 
should focus more on the protective model design, in 
which resilience education and social skills training 
is established. Focusing on youth's strengths rather 
than deficits produces better outcomes of drug resis
tance. In addition to resilience education, it is also 
important to establish further support outside of the 
school setting. Therefore it is also recommended that 
community action programs, and after school and in
teractive programs are incorporated into the D.A.R.E. 
program. Leadership activities are included in this 
approach in which peer-organized activities establish 
positive peer support and also teach leadership skills. 
Finally, uniformed officers are often intimidating and 
not looked at in a positive light by students. To build 
comfort and trust between students and the D.A.R.E 
officer, students need to see the officer on a more hu
man-level in which they are out of uniform and are 
assisted by other individuals, such as psychologists 
trained in adolescent behavior, during class lecture 
and activities. 

Background 

The 'War on Drugs' has become a personal battle 
for the State of Hawai'i as its drug use continues to 
surpass that of the nation. In 2003, when compared 
to the national average of 6.9 percent, 7.1 percent of 
Hawai'i's population is involved with the use of illicit 
drugs (Department of Business, Economic Develop
ment and Tourism, 2003. p34). Aside from Hawai'i's 
high drug use, Hawai'i is also known nationally for its 
high methamphetamine purities and high marijuana 
production (Hawai'i State Facts, 2004, p.2&3.). Societal 
consequences of drug abuse are difficult to overlook 
in Hawai'i, as Hawai'fs drug use population is a large 
portion of its overall population of only 1.2 million 
people (p.1). Strong efforts to decrease drug use in 
Hawai'i have sprouted from this personal awareness 
and have largely taken the form of incarceration and 
prevention. 

According to statistics from the Juvenile Jus-
tice Comprehensive Strategic Plan for the County 
of Hawai'i, when compared to the State average in 
youth drug abuse, the County of Hawai'i has a much 
higher drug usage rate amongst students (p.31). Al
though this trend holds true for about every other 
popular drug (p.32), Figure 1 and Figure 2 illustrate 
this trend with cocaine and methamphetarnine drug 
use amongst sixth, eighth, tenth, and twelfth graders. 
Such high usage amongst the county's youth is often 
attributed to its high availability. The table illustrated 
in Figure 3, demonstrates that drug availability for 
youth is relatively high. Availability is present even 
during the sixth grade and gradually increases with 
each grade level (p.39). Unfortunately the attitudes to
wards drug use of parents and community members 
resemble a similar trend to that of youth drug use and 
youth drug availability. Data in the graph presented 
by Figure 4 reveals that many parents within the 
County of Hawai'i view drug use as acceptable be
havior (p.31). 

These factors paint a significant picture of why 
drug prevention efforts are needed. Our state, as well 
as our county, has already paid the harsh consequenc
es of drug use. Social problems such as domestic 
violence, child neglect and property crimes, have been 
directly linked to the use and distribution of these 
harmful substances (Hawai'i County Comprehensive 
strategy for juvenile justice, 2001, p. 51 & Schmalleger, 
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2002, p.395). Incarceration, penalties, and deterrence however, only target supply. While supply is an important 
part of alleviating the drug problem in Hawai'i, a larger effort should focus on demand, as it is demand that de
termines supply. Therefore to target demand, we must invest in prevention, more specifically, youth prevention. 
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Figure 2: Percentage of Students who Report Trying Methamphetamine al Least Once 
Source: Hawai'i County comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Justice, 2001, p.31 
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Figure 1: Percentage of Students who Report Trying Cocaine al Least Once 
Source: Hawai'i County comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Justice, 2001, p.31 
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Figure 4: Parental Attitudes Favorable Towards Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use By Percentage 
Source: Hawai'i County comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Justice, 2001, p.37 
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Figure 3: Trends in Perceived Availability of Drugs by Percentage of Students 
Source: Hawai'i County comprehensive Strategy for Juvenile Justice, 2001, p.39 

Problem 

Currently, the primary drug prevention program for the County of Hawai'i is the Drug Abuse Resistance Edu
cation program, also known as D.A.R.E. The D.A.R.E program has been found largely ineffective. (Levinthal, 2002, 
p. 374; Project D.A.R.E falling short, 2004 p. 1; Lynam, 1999, p.l). In fact, numerous evaluations of D.A.R.E., in
cluding a ten-year longitudinal study of 31 students enrolled in 31 different schools (Lynam & Levant 1999, p.1) 
and a study of 4,258 youth (Hansen, & McNeal, 1997, p.l), failed to indicate any positive effects of reducing youth 
drug use. Further studies indicate that there are no significant differences between those enrolled in the program 
and those not enrolled. In fact, participants enrolled in the D.A.R.E program have been found to "use drugs at the 
same rate or even slightly higher rates than their peers" (Sack, 2001, p. 3). Furthermore, D.A.R.E has failed with 
regard to increasing youth's resistance skills, social skills and drug attitudes (Ringwalt, Greene, Ennett, Iachan, 
Clayton, & Leukefeld, 1994, p.1). 

The County of Hawai'i must address this problem if it truly aims at finding a resolution to the drug problem. 
A successful youth drug prevention program will not only decrease drug abuse amongst our youth, but it will 
also educate our community at large. Through the implementation of a successful program, we can change future 
attitudes towards drug abuse, including attitudes towards the use of illegal and legal drugs, such as alcohol and 
cigarettes. 
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Although evaluations of the D.A.R.E. program 
have suggested failure in meeting the goals of its de
sign, it is also important that we do not overlook its 
biggest accomplishment: the achievement of gaining 
vast support, ranging from law enforcement, to the 
community, to schools, and to parents. This is dif
ficult to establish coming from the standpoint of a 
new prevention program. Therefore, instead of com
pletely terminating the program, it is important that 
the main structure of D.A.R.E is preserved. Through 
additional improvements to D.A.R.E, namely commu
nity involvement and skills and leadership training, 
higher self-esteem will be established for its students, 
providing youth with a broader range of support and 
options to achieve their aspirations. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to first identify the 
problems in our current D.A.R.E program. Secondly, 
we will find and recommend other programs or meth
ods that have been effective in youth drug prevention. 
Lastly, this report hopes to come to a conclusion as 
to what methods need to be implemented in order to 
increase youth drug resilience, self esteem, and social 
skills, while decreasing violence, risky behavior and 
ultimately illicit drug use. 

Discussion 

Factors contributing to D.A.R.E's failure 

The Risk Factor Model 

The D.A.R.E. program, which was developed in 
1983 (Levinthal, 2002, p.374), began its operation dur
ing a time of zero-tolerance policies. These policies, 
varied from school to school, and were implemented 
with the help of drug prevention programs in over 90 
percent of schools in the United States (Brown, 2001, 
p.2 & p.4). The emphasis of zero-tolerance policies 
and drug-free schools was to identify the "at risk" 
students, and to provide teachers and school admin
istrators the right to give predetermined punishments 
such as detention, suspension, or expulsion, for drug 
offences (p.4). Towards the end of the decade, these 
policies were accredited for the decline in youth drug 
use. However, even after youth drug use rose to its 
highest point in the 1990's, the risk-factor approach 
remained the foundation for youth drug prevention 
programs (p.5). 

The risk-factor approach, which is still greatly 
connected to today's prevention programs, is the first 
reason for D.A.R.E's failure. This is due to the fact 
that risk factor models focus on a youth's weaknesses 
rather then their strengths. Studies have found that 
the so-called "at-risk students" who need the most 
attention regarding self-esteem improvement and 
training in drug resilience, never reaped the benefits 
of such programs because they were identified and re
moved from the school. In 1995 for example, a study 
revealed that 3.1 million students were removed from 
their school setting under the zero-tolerance policies 
(Brown, 2001, p.5). Zero-tolerance polices within 
schools help programs identify the "at risk" students, 
but do not really help them. 

Larger Social Environment 

Studies on parent attitudes toward drug use have 
found that parents in Hawai'i County demonstrate 
high levels of acceptance favorable towards drug use. 
As demonstrated above, forty percent of parents of 
tenth and twelfth grade students approve of drug use 
(Hawai'i county comprehensive strategy for juvenile 
justice, 2001, p. 37). This number is nearly ten percent 
higher then that of the state average, and yet even a 
small percentage is sill too high to overlook. The im
portance behind these statistics is that there is a larger 
social environment outside of the school/ peer setting 
that contributes to youth drug use. Studies suggest 
that lax family and community attitudes towards 
drug use, even that of alcohol and cigarettes, can 
contribute to an individual's choice to engage in drug 
activity (Hawai'i county comprehensive strategy for 
juvenile justice, 2001, p. 51). Currently, D.A.R.E does 
not address these issues. 

Lack of Interactive Activities 

The D.A.R.E program has been criticized for its 
lack of interactive curriculum (Perry, Komro, Velblen
Mortenson, Soma, Munson, Stigler, Lytle, Forster, & 

Welles, 2000, p.2). It is not clear as to whether or not 
this lack contributes to its failure; however, interactive 
curriculums have become the priority of other suc
cessful youth drug prevention programs. 

Interactive activities require the involvement of all 
individual students, including those who in a lecture 
setting, do not normally participate in class discus
sions. It is easy for students to become distracted or 
even bored in a classroom setting. With interactive 
activities, it is easier for students to participate and re-
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ceive something out of the lesson. Interactive activi
ties in drug prevention programs can include a variety 
of techniques each of which teach valuable skills, such 
as leadership, high self-esteem, coping skills and deci
sion making abilities. These are the qualities that are 
viewed as empowering students to resist long-term 
drug use (Zamgumny, & Thompson, 1997, p.2). 

Uniformed Police Officers in the Classroom Setting 

As apart of the D.A.R.E curriculum, Police officers 
from local police departments are trained and utilized 
as teachers. They present lecture style sessions with 
youth participating in the program. An interview 
with Errol Yudko, PHO in psychopharmacology at 
the University of Hawai'i at Hilo, reveals that it is 
this factor of the D.A.R.E program which is partially 
to blame for its ineffectiveness (personal communica
tion, November 9, 2004). Through his work designing 
small drug prevention projects and opening adoles
cent treatment facilities in the County of Hawai'i's 
high schools, Yudko suggests that when looking at 
child psychology, you find that youth have a natural 
tendency to be untrusting of adults and authority 
figures. Furthermore, when studying youth attitudes 
in the County of Hawai'i in particular, he found that 
many youth see police officers as the ''biggest drug 
dealers around." This natural attitude, along with the 
presence of a police officer in a teacher setting, can in 
itself be counterproductive towards the drug preven
tion effort, and can thus suggest further reasons for 
D.A.R.E's failure. 

False Perceptions of Peer Drug Use 

The final factor contributing to the ineffective
ness of O.A.R.E. is the inflated perception of actual 
drug use it conveys to its students. According to Dr. · 
Yudko, the program emphasizes drug use too much 
in its curriculum rather than indirectly incorporat-
ing lectures about drugs into lessons of self-esteem 
and social skills, lessons on "peer pressure" and "the 
War on Drugs" are the main focus. As a result, this 
misinterpretation produces the counter effect, causing 
increased drug use in some cases. Dr. Yudko suggests 
that counterproductive outcomes like these are due 
to youth getting the message from officers, the very 
individuals who deal with such cases, that everyone is 
using drugs. As a result, these messages play as indi
rect peer pressure for students who think they should 
engage in the "popular" activity themselves. (personal 
communication, November 9, 2004). 

Recommendations for Improving D.A.R.E 

Protective Factor Model 

While the idea of promoting drug-free schools 
is a nice thought, it just is not productive in terms 
of really reducing drug use amongst our youth, and 
plainly put, it's too ideal. Due to its incapability of 
helping those really in need of the program, it is rec
ommended that the risk factor model be eliminated 
from the program. A more practical approach would 
entail incorporating a protective-factor foundation to 
the D.A.R.E program, which instead of suspending 
students who use drugs, would instead reach out to 
these students and guide them to find their strengths. 

Studies have found that there is the capacity for 
resilience in everyone (Brown, 2001 p.2). Therefore, 
instead of focusing on students' deficits, D.A.R.E 
should focus on bringing out each student's capac-
ity for resilience. Resilience education is a technique 
used in the protective-factor approach of prevention, 
and can be applied to any teaching focus (p.7). Early 
application of the program produces "higher test 
scores, higher grades ... and more involvement in 
positive youth school and community activities" (p.7). 

Community Action 

Negative parental attitudes regarding drug use 
and high drug availability within our communities, 
is difficult to control in a classroom setting. However 
efforts can, and should be made, to improve support 
within the community. If not already experienced 
through peers, students are often faced with a world 
of harsh realities and temptations once they leave 
school grounds. What they have learned in their drug 
prevention class may not necessarily apply to the situ
ations faced on the streets or even at home. 

Intervention between D.A.R.E and the community 
is an essential step to help ease additional pressures 
in the youth's environment. An incorporating com
munity action program, with the goal of building 
community support for youth, is not an easy task to 
accomplish, but is one that must be done. 

Two existing prevention efforts that utilize this 
idea are the Project Star and the new D.A.R.E plus 
program. Both of these programs emphasize paren
tal and community involvementwith the prevention 
process (Perry et al., 2000, p.4; MacKinnon, Johnson, 
Pentz, Dwyer, Hansen, Flay & Wang, 1991, p.1). The 
D.A.R.E Plus program tries to involve both the com
munity and parents with students' progress in the 
program. They do this by creating community orga-
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nizations that work with the D.A.R.E program to help 
make the environment outside of the school favorable 
to youth. All Stars, another successful prevention 
program, helps parents improve their communication 
skills with their children through parent-child home
work and audiotapes (Adams, p. 2). Although studies 
have not been conducted to see if ether program di
rectly changed community or parental attitudes, out
comes of these two programs suggest that the involve
ment of both parents and community have shown 
positive effects on youth drug use. 

After School & Interactive Programs 

The achievement of leadership amongst students 
is an important element that can contribute to drug 
resistance. Encouraging this element, as well as other 
important elements such as social skills and high self
esteem, would be beneficial to students of the D.A.R.E 
program. One way to go about this is to develop after 
school programs that (one), provide students with 
a safe place away from drug temptations and (two), 
encourages students to pursue other aspirations and 
interests. It is recommended that students be allowed 
to participate in the organizing of these activities, thus 
encouraging leadership and healthy peer interaction. 

Also, other peer-run/organized programs with 
the purpose of improving self-esteem should be estab
lished. Studies have found that when youth preven
tion involves other peers, the program is often more 
effective. (Lisnov, Harding, Safer, & Kavanagh, 1998, 
p.5). In fact, some of the revisions to the D.A.R.E pro
gram suggest using police officers more as facilitators 
rather then teachers (Bowman, 2002, p.3). This switch 
is an effort to boost student participation. Here stu
dents are involved with the teaching and conducting 
of self-improvement classes for their peers. Students 
can help organize, help teach, or even assist in lessons 
and fun activities designed to encourage peer interac
tion and positive peer pressure. Indirectly, drug pre
vention can be incorporated as well into these lessons. 

Fixing false perceptions 

According to Dr. Yudko, the best way to eliminate 
false perception of drug use is to change the way in 
which police officers present the curriculum. Yudko 
suggests that when police officers share their "war 
stories" about this bust or that raid, youth get the im
pression that many more people are doing drugs, then 
they originally believed. One program mentioned by 
Yudko, is the All Stars program. The All Stars program 

has had great success teaching youth that risky behav
iors such as drug use is uncommon and unacceptable 
among their peers (personal communication, Novem
ber 9, 2004). 

It is suggested that eliminating or changing the 
capacity of the police officer will lessen the adverse ef
fect of having an authoritative figure in the classroom. 
Changing the capacity of the officer would entail the 
presence of an un-uniformed officer. This reduces the 
intimidating appeal of the officer and allows students 
to see the officer on a more human-level, in which he/ 
she is likely to make mistakes as well. 

Conclusion 

The strategy presented in this report focuses on 
how we can reform the current D.A.R.E program to its 
greatest potential of effectiveness. In summary, effec
tive elements of the most successful drug prevention 
programs have been combined to improve D.A.R.E. 
It is essential that the D.A.R.E. program eliminates 
its risk-factor approach, including its zero-tolerance 
polices and drug-free school ideals. In replacement, 
a protective factor foundation of resilience education 
needs to be integrated into the reform. This will bring 
out the capacity of resilience in each student and en
courage positive interactive skills, such as self-esteem 
and leadership skills. Second, community action 
programs need to be designed and implemented so 
that their support can encourage youth to develop a 
positive awareness of drugs. This will help change 
the negative attitudes within the youth's environ
ment outside of the school setting that may influence 
drug behavior. Third, after-school and interactive 
activities need to be established through D.A.R.E. It 
is important that students are involved with the orga
nizing and oversight of these activities, as it promotes 
leadership and positive peer interaction. In addition, 
this gives students a feeling of importance and value 
to the program as well as to the purpose of helping 
others. Finally, with the goal of eliminating false 
perceptions of drug use and feelings 6intimidation by 
the officer as the instructor, it is recommended that of
ficers either assist in lessons or remain the teacher but 
does it out of uniform. This is likely to increase the 
comfort level between students and the officer as the 
officer is viewed on a more personal level, outside of 
his/her authority role. Also it is advised that officers 
do not exaggerate their stories and be relatively hon
est about the actual number of youth who engage in 
drug abuse. 
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Recommendations Levinthal, C. (2002). Drugs, behavior, and modern society 
(3'' ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

Addressing the drug problem within the State of 
Hawai'i is a crucial issue. Young children are becom
ing increasingly aware of the euphoric appeal and 
availability of drugs and are not hesitating to engage 
in its activity. Societal consequences wait on the edge 
of this epidemic, as it is frightening to think of what 
will take place if our leaders do not intervene by 
improving our current drug prevention strategies. 
Therefore, to lead the State of Hawai'i, as well a our 
communities here on the Big Island, the County of 
Hawai'i must take action by providing the most ef
fective drug prevention program within our schools. 
We recommend that the "revised" D.A.R.E program 
presented in this report be immediately implemented 
into the County's schools, replacing the current 
D.A.R.E program. 

Editor's Note: This is a recommendation proposal 
written for English 209. 
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The Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge: 
No place for oil 
development 
Collin Daugherty 

In this paper, I will argue that the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) of northeastern Alaska 
should not be opened for the exploitation of its un
derlain oil reserves. Sobering realities of the U.S.'s 
disproportionate fuel consumption and dwindling 
nonrenewable natural resources have provoked many 
to question how such an excessively consumptive 
lifestyle can continue. Amidst rising geopolitical tur
moil has surfaced the sensitive question, u America's 
energy challenge" as it's known to the Bush Admin
istration, of where future generations' energy will 
come from (NEPDG, 2001). Some feel that the answer 
is to simply increase domestic production, and if that 
means drilling in areas previously protected from 
oil development then so be it. In 2001, President 
Bush's National Energy Policy Development Group 
(NEPDG), stated in its report (2001) that ANWR's 
coastal plain is "the single most promising prospect 
in the United States"(p.5-9). Although this maybe 
true, the presidential administration's idea of drill
ing its way to energy independence is destined for 
environmental genocide and failure. If the U.S. Gov
ernment stubbornly insists, though, its efforts will 
unravel much like its campaign of bombing the world 
free of terrorism: counter-productive and self-destruc
tive. Although it's not easy to hear, believe, or accept, 
the answer to "America's energy challenge" will not 
come in the form of more oil. In how we respond to 
this reality, revealed by incorporating common sense, 
rests the fate of our civilization. If it's energy security 
that is the ultimate goal, energy from a reliable source, 
which can be passed on to future generations, then 
nothing could be more regressive to achieving energy 
independence than opening ANWR' s coastal plain to 
oil drilling. 

Proponents of opening ANWR to oil development 
are convinced that the region's underlying oil reserves 
are an ultimate elixir that would help make the U.S. 
energy independent (Coon, 2001). President 

Bush himself has stated that drilling in ANWR would 
"have helped America become less dependent on for
eign sources of energy" (Levine, 2004, para. 4). The 
President's NEPDG (2001), headed by Vice President 
Dick Cheney, suggests that, to make the U.S. less 
dependent on energy imports from regions like the 
Persian Gulf, domestic fossil fuel supplies need to be 
increased. 

Opening ANWR to drilling would have many 
consequences. Achieving independence from the very 
resource being extracted from beneath the tundra, 
however, would not be one of them. Instead, if oil 
development of ANWR is permitted, the U.S.'s reli
ance upon nonrenewable resources would only be re
inforced. It takes great delusion to suggest a growing 
independence from these fossil fuels when their pro
duction and consumption are increasing concurrently. 
A less obvious, but inevitable, byproduct of ANWR 
development would be the persistence of U.S.' s in
vasive presence in world regions fortunate enough 
to overlay black gold. Since over two thirds of the 
Earth's dwindling oil reserves remain in the Middle 
East, choosing to develop ANWR and reinforce its oil 
addiction, the U.S. actually extends its tenure as dicta
tor to a region of great unrest whose residents have, 
put lightly, warranted animosity towards the U.S.'s 
exploitative squatting (NEPDG, 2001). Not until alter
native, renewable, and more efficient energy sources 
are adopted can the U.S. actually hope for energy 
independence. That the U.S. Government hasn't al
ready applied such renewable sources exhibits willful 
negligence. The technologies already exist to harness 
energy from readily available renewable sources such 
as solar, wind, geothermat and biomass. Their devel
opment, though, is sadly inhibited because their ener
gies are less lucrative to oil companies with political 
power. 

Drilling proponents commonly emphasize space 
relativity as reason enough for drilling in the refuge 
(Arctic Power, 2005; Murkowski, 2004; Coon, 2001). 
Arctic Power's website (2005) proclaims that merely 
1.5 million acres (8%) of ANWR would be opened 
to oil drilling. These by no means miniscule 1.5 mil
lion acres prospected for oil development is ANWR's 
entire coastal plain which has been protected from 
overexploitative practices for a reason (U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, 2001; NRDC: Life, 2005; Alaska Wil
derness League, 2005). Although drilling proponents 
commonly undermine the vitality of ANWR's coastal 
plain, framing the area as an ugly environment 
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inhabited only by mosquitoes, unworthy of conser
vation, and fit only for resource extraction (Coon, 
2001; Murkowski, 2004), ANWR's coastal plain is the 
biological heart of the entire refuge which happens 
to house the calving grounds of 129,000 Porcupine 
Caribou every summer (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
2001). According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(2001), the coastal plain is also a rookery to over one 
hundred migratory bird species that, in the summer 
months, often comprise over 300,000 individuals. 
Nearly half of the remaining heavily threatened Beau
fort Sea polar bear, the largest carnivore on Earth, den 
within ANWR' s coastal plain (U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, 2001). Muskoxen, grizzly bear, wolverine, 
artic fox, and wolf also inhabit the coastal plain of 
ANWR (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 2001). Such a re
markable biodiversity should not become trammeled 
and exploited for short-term economic gain. 

After dismissing ANWR's coastal plain as an ugly 
environment, which one conservative editor dubbed 
"godforsaken" (Coon, 2001, p. 2), drilling proponents 
submit that the polar bears, caribou, and whatever 
other life there exists in the desolate hellscape, known 
as the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, would go un
harmed to all degrees of oil production introduced 
because modern technology leaves no ecological foot
print (Peltier, 2004; Murkowski, 2004). The United 
States Geological Survey, however, has described 
ANWR's underlying oil reverses as sporadically con
centrated and thus, despite modern technology, ef
ficient extraction from a single island complex would 
be impossible (NRDC: Wilderness, 2004). Instead, 
several intrusive wells are needed which would di
vide, disturb, and destroy huge expanses of pristine 
arctic tundra habitat. Perhaps a less sugar-coated pic
ture of things to come for ANWR' s coastal plain might 
be gathered by looking just 60 miles west to Prudhoe 
Bay's industrial monstrosity where 1,500 miles of 
roads and pipelines weave between 1,400 oil wells col
lectively emitting over double the pollutant discharge 
of Washington D.C. (NRDC: Impact, 2004). 

When discussing the potential economic returns 
from oil development drilling proponents consistently 
boast the best possible scenarios from the coastal 
plain's geological surveys. President Bush's National 
Energy Policy (2001) proclaims that ANWR's coastal 
plain is capable of "production [that] could equal 46 
years of current oil imports from Iraq" (p.5-9). In a 
letter to Vanity Fair last spring, Alaska Senator, Lisa 
Murkowski (2004) stated that "an area that is only 
slightly larger than the mall between the Capitol and 
the Lincoln Memorial. .. could produce up to 16 billion 
barrels of oil" (para. 4). Behind the hypothetical fig
ures, however, nothing is guaranteed. The rhetoric 

of these drilling proponents can only be affirmed if 
oil recoveries given less than a 5% likelihood by the 
USGS are achieved; there remains only a 50% chance 
of recovering even 5.3 billion barrels of oil from 
ANWR's coastal plain (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
2001). Even if 5.3 billion barrels of oil are recovered, 
considering the U.S.'s consumption of 20 million bar
rels of oil each day, ANWR's coastal plain would pro
vide only enough to supply the U.S. for nine months 
at best (EIA, 2005; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 2001). 
In making her case for drilling the refuge, Senator 
Murkowski (2004) makes note of Alaska's near per
fect history of oil production which, according to her, 
shows that "we can respect the land and produce 
oil at the same time" (para. 5). Besides, Murkowski 
(2004) adds, "little adverse impact on the environ
ment and wildlife" has taken place in the state thus 
far (para. 5). Here, Senator Murkowski is absolutely 
right if you disqualify the average one oil spill a day 
from Alaska's numerous oil fields on its North Slope 
and the Trans-Alaska Pipeline and, of course, there 
was Exxon Valdez disaster which devastated Prince 
William Sound and many of its fisheries irreparably 
(NRDC: Impact, 2005). 

Perhaps at greatest risk to ANWR development is 
a potential adverse impact to the region's Porcupine 
Caribou herd which has been an essential food source 
to indigenous subsistence communities of the region 
for generations (Gwich'in Steering Committee, 2004). 
A disturbance to the traditional food sources of the 
Athabascan Gwich'in people and the Inupiat natives 
of Kaktovik threatens their entire livelihood. Any 
short-term economic benefits that oil development 
may bring to these people will be worthless if it ends 
up harming, or even altering the migration routes of 
the Porcupine Caribou population which the Gwich'in 
intentionally established their villages around 
(Gwich'in Steering Committee, 2004). Once ANWR's 
pump is empty the neighboring indigenous communi
ties will never again receive money from the oil devel
opment. Once the oil's gone, these natives will have 
no choice but to fall back on their traditional lifestyle 
assuming ANWR's development hasn't made this 
impossible by harming their staple subsistence food 
source. Jonathon Solomon, Chairman of the Gwich'in 
Steering Committee, believes that "the future of the 
Gwich'in and the future of the Caribou are the same" 
(Gwich'in Steering Committee, 2004). 

House Majority Leader Tom DeLay has omi
nously stated that if oil drilling were permitted in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Reserve it "would crack the 
backs of radical environmentalists" (Watson & Ken
worthy, 2004, p. 1). A pro-ANWR development deci
sion, it's feared, could trigger a snowball effect where 
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Congressman DeLay and other proponents would 
work towards trammeling more protected fragile 
environments for quick profits (Defenders' Environ
mental Network, 2003). This is why the line must 
be drawn now. It's being perpetuated that ANWR' s 
underlying oil is the Holy Grail, the key to energy in
dependence, that if not opened for development will 
undermine America's war on terrorism (CFIF, 2002). 
None of this is true. We cannot sit back and let a ram
page of oil development through our country's few 
remaining protected wildernesses initiate in the name 
of delusional "national energy security" (NEPDG, 
2001, p.8-1). ANWR doesn't have to be opened for oil 
development. 

Fortunately, there is an alternative. If the U.S.' s 
self-destructive oil addiction were looked at seriously 
and common sense was lifted above the mindless par
tisan squabbling that has fallen to the bullying of oil 
companies the U.S. demand for oil could be greatly re
duced; so much so that ANWR wouldn't even have to 
be considered for drilling (NRDC: Wilderness, 2005). 
A long overdue application of alternative renewable 
energy sources, which are cleaner and more efficient 
by the U.S. would break its reckless habit of priori
tizing short-term gain over long-term pain where 
anthropocentric negligence dictates the fate of entire 
species. Technologies already exist to make modern 
automobiles far more fuel efficient than their current 
levels. That they aren't inherently made to be as ef
ficient as possible is revealing of oil companies' range 
of influence. It'd be far more practical if available 
technologies were applied to use less fuel rather than 
producing and consuming even more. We can see 
where the road of increased production and consump
tion is heading. Efficiency and conservation is the 
only route which can leave alone, rather than "save", 
ANWR from pillaging for what we now know to be 
nothing more than, greed. 

Since the hands of the federal government have 
gone unchanged it is likely that, for the first time since 
it was voted down in April of 2002, whether to drill 
for oil in what former Secretary of Interior Seaton 
called "one of our remaining wildlife and wilder-
ness frontiers", will again be voted on as soon as this 
corning spring (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 2001). 
ANWR' s narrow coastal plain is the only area on 
Alaska's entire North Slope not open to oil develop
ment (NRDC: Life, 2005). The line must be drawn. 

Our civilization has accomplished many things 
but is naive in thinking its production methods can 
recreate anything. We may be able to split the atom, 
go to the moon, develop immunizations, and build 
metal structures that stretch into the sky but our inge
nuity is helpless when it comes to producing wilder-

ness. Wilderness cannot be created; once it's gone, it's 
gone forever. Second chances don't exist when deal
ing with such fragile environments virgin to exploit
ative practices which irreparably compromise an envi
ronment's serenity first and foremost. No invention of 
our civilization will ever change that. It's that which 
we cannot create, therefore, which should be given the 
deepest consideration before making decisions which 
threaten the serenity of the Earth's few remaining wil
dernesses. Drilling in ANWR may fill up the tank for 
nine months, a year maybe. Years from now, though, 
if the coastal plain has become a juggernaut conglom
eration of roads, pipelines, and oil wells, we cannot 
act puzzled when confronted with a displaced caribou 
herd of dwindling numbers, the extinction of the po
lar bear, an oil slicked Beaufort Sea, and disintegrated 
indigenous communities in the battered skeleton of 
what was once an environment known to rival the Af
rican Serengeti (NRDC: Life, 2005; Alaska Wilderness 
League, 2004). We cannot afford to wait until this day 
comes to ponder if it would be profitable to conserve 
half of the denning area of Earth's largest terrestrial 
carnivore, the calving grounds of 130,000 caribou, the 
rookery of 300,000 migratory birds, which is the heart 
of America's last remaining arctic wilderness. 

Editor's Note: This is a position paper written for English 
215. 
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The Psychology 
of Color 
Kalyan V. Meola 

Have you ever been "green with envy" or "felt 
blue"? Have you been accused of looking at the 
world through "rose colored glasses"? All of us have 
heard these and other similar expressions before. 
These are just a few of the ways we have infused color 
into our language and related them to our emotional 
state of mind. Does color truly have an affect on our 
emotions? This paper will explore that question and 
look at the many ways color influences our lives. 

Since the visible spectrum of color appears when 
light is refracted, before we can begin our explora
tion of color we will first take a look at the influence 
of light upon living organisms. Every living thing on 
the planet is affected by light. There are insects that 
are drawn to light (moths) and those that run from 
it (cockroaches). We can put a plant in a sunny win
dow with all of its leaves facing toward the room. In 
a few hours the leaves will have all turned toward the 
window reaching for the light. A plant needs light 
for the process of photosynthesis by which it feeds 
itself. During this process the plant also converts car
bon dioxide into oxygen which we, ourselves, need to 
breath. So we could say that without light we would 
not be able to breathe! In the animal kingdom, birds 
fly south to warmer climates when the light begins to 
diminish in the north. Bears go into hibernation for 
the winter to sleep until the light returns in the spring. 
Of course the animal kingdom has its nocturnal crea
tures as well, with owls, rats and even geckos prefer
ring to hunt at night. 

What about us humans? Humans need direct 
contact with sunlight to produce vitamin D as well as 
keeping the pineal gland, which regulates the produc
tion of hormones, functioning properly (iamm.com). 
People, who live in northern climates, where they are 
deprived of the sun for six months at a time, suffer 
from a condition known as Seasonal Affective Disor
der or SAD. According to sada.org, SAD is " ... caused 
by a biochemical imbalance in the hypothalamus due 
to the shortening of daylight hours and the lack of 
sunlight..." This disorder causes sleep problems, leth-

argy, overeating, and depression. Some sufferers even 
experience "hypomania" or over activity in the spring 
and autumn (sada.org). 

All of these examples show the affect of light 
on living organisms. What about color? In the time 
of Aristotle it was believed " ... all colour to be the 
product of a mixture of white and black." This belief 
continued until 1666 when Sir Isaac Newton, during 
an experiment with light and prisms, proved that 
light could be broken into a range of color. This range 
of color is wliat we call the visible spectrum. It was 
Newton who chose tlie seven hues - red, orange, yel
low, green, blue, indigo, violet - and also allied these 
colors to the notes of the diatonic scale ranging within 
the octave from middle C to B above middle C respec
tively (Encyclopedia Britannica Online and peaceful
mind.com). 

Building on what Newton taught us about light, it 
has since been discovered that light travels on waves 
at about 186,300 miles per second (Amber, 1964). 
These waves have length and vibration. At the red 
end they are longer at 700nm compared to 400nm at 
the violet end. Due to this difference in length and 
vibration, infrared, which is below the red end of the 
spectrum, is felt as heat while the waves at the violet 
end are experienced as cooler. Thus we have our dis
tinctions of "warm" and IIcool" colors (Encyclopedia 
Britannica Online). Now let us look at how these dif
ferences affect us. 

On a physical level it has been shown that the ef
fect of exposure to pure red light is stimulating. There 
is an increase in heart rate, respiration and blood pres
sure. Red light has an exciting effect on the nervous 
system, especially the sympathetic branch of the auto
nomic nervous system. On the other hand, exposure 
to pure blue light has the opposite effect: lowering of 
the heart rate, respiration, and blood pressure with es
pecial effect on the parasympathetic branch of the au
tonomic nervous system. This particular fact has led 
me to speculate that the use of the color red to signal 
stop for our traffic lights, as well as the red of car tail 
lights, could be a contributing factor to what we know 
as "road rage". It would seem that as we sit and wait 
for the light to change or traffic to move we must be 
getting more and more excited. 

Since it has been shown that color indeed has 
such a significant affect on our physical being, it 
should follow that it has a psychological affect as well. 
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We have already established that we think of red col
ors as warm and blue colors as cool. Let us look at the 
various ways in which humans relate color to their 
everyday lives. In 1982, a study at New Mexico State 
University was done on 337 children from grades four 
to six. "In the regular classroom setting they were 
asked to respond to a simple questionnaire that in
cluded 12 questions all worded in the same style; e.g., 
'What color does hope make you think of?' The subse
quent questions replaced the word hope by the follow
ing in sequence: anger, sadness, honesty, fear, happiness, 
pain, love, death, strength, school, and life." The results 
showed that, "When all 12 concepts were combined, 
red was the color most often named (16.4%), 

followed closely by black (15.1 %), blue (14.4%), and 
white (9.1 %), these four colors seeming to carry the 
most symbolic meaning for children" (The Journal 
of Psychology, 1983, 113, p.247-250). This study also 
points out the fact that the children's associations of 
the colors did not differ much from adults, indicating 
that children pick up early on cultural associations. 
Americans, as a culture, associate color in a variety of 
ways. I have already mentioned the use of red and 
green for traffic signals. What follows is a list of other 
associations prevalent in our culture. Notice that 
most colors have both a positive and a negative as
sociation. 

Color 
Mental 

Association 
Direct 

Association 
Objective 

Impressions 
Subjective 

Impressions 

Red hot, fire, blood 
danger, 

Christmas 
passionate, 

exciting 
rage, fierce 

Orange 
warm, 

autumnal 
Halloween, 

Thanksgiving 
lively, 

energetic 
exuberance 

Yellow sunny caution 
cheerful, 
inspiring 

high spirit, 
cowardice 

Green cool, nature 
St. Patrick's Day refreshing, 

peaceful 
disease, 

guilt 

Blue 
cold, sky, 
water, ice 

service, flag subduing, 
melancholy 

unhappiness 

Purple mist, shadow 
mourning, 

Easter 
dignified, 

mystic 
loneliness 

White cool, snow cleanliness, 
flag 

pure, clean brightness of 
spirit 

Black 
night, 

emptiness 
mourning death, 

depressing 
negation of 

spirit 

(Birren, 1961, p. 143) 

We may not all agree with some of these associa
tions, but they are pretty standard in our culture. 
Color associations differ in other cultures, however. 
While researching this paper, I had the opportunity 
to present some of my findings to a University of 
Hawai'i at Hilo ESL class. During our discussion, 
some of the students shared with me beliefs of their 
culture when it comes to color. One student form Tai
wan said that in his country, if a person wears a green 
hat, others think that his/her spouse has been unfaith
ful! This student also shared that yellow deemed 

someone as nasty or slutty. A student from China 
mentioned that the color of mourning in her country 
was white, the opposite of ours. When I asked her 
why this was, she could not say. Likewise, when she 
asked why we use black, I could not say (UHH ESL 
073, November 26, 2003). 

In Islamic culture green and gold are the colors of 
paradise. Speaking of those who will enter paradise 
the Qur'an states, " ... ornaments shall be given to 
them therein of bracelets of gold, and they shall wear 
green robes of fine silk and thick silk brocade 
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interwoven with gold, ... (18:31)" and they will be 
uReclining on green cushions and beautiful carpets 
(55:76)." Mosques throughout the Middle East are 
noted for there "green and blue surroundings." The 
most famous mosque in Istanbul is even called "The 
Blue Mosque". These colors were chosen for their 
religious significance and have been associated with 
worship since ancient times. "In the Encyclopedia of 
Healing Therapies, Anne Woodham and David Peters 
relate that these colors have contained significant 
meaning since prehistoric times. In ancient history, 
green was the color of growth, and blue was thought 
of as the color of the sky and of heavenly peace" 
(http:/ /198.65.147.194/english/Science). 

For centuries Hindus practicing yoga have associ
ated color with power centers, known as chakras, in 
our bodies. From the base of the spine to the crown 
of the head, these centers correlate to the spectrum 
and, in some cases, the qualities associated with them 
closely relate to the list of associations given previous
ly. Red, at the base (survival); orange, at the sacrum 
(creativity); yellow, at the solar plexus (joy); green, at 
the heart (harmony); blue, at the throat (communica
tion); indigo, at the forehead (intuition) and violet, at 
the crown (enlightenment) (peacefulrnind.corn). 

The list of established color symbolism within 
organizations includes the Catholic Church and its 
vestments for certain seasons, monarchs and their her
aldry; even colleges and universities associate color 
with their major faculties. So it seems that tradition 
is a large part of our psychological makeup and that 
color is very much entwined with our psyche. 

It has also been found that color influences the 
evaluation of food and drink. For instance, red is 
commonly associated with sweetness (cherries and 
strawberries e.g.). Yellow and green are associated 
with citrus flavor and green especially with food that 
is unripe. In a study done on fifty junior high school 
students, the participants were given 10 samples of an 
aqueous sucrose solution in liquid and solid (gelatin) 
form, which were identical except for color, in ran
dom order. " ... the green solutions were perceived as 
less sweet than the others. In contrast, increasing the 
intensity of red coloration was found to increase per
ceived sweetness ... " In a similar study " ... dry white 
wine was colored and given to inexperienced par
ticipants and experienced wine tasters. Their results 
support the hypothesis that expectations based on as
sociations b~tween color and taste can alter perceived 
taste. The inexperienced participants perceived no 
difference in the sweetness of the differently colored 
wines. However, the experienced wine tasters per
ceived the pink-colored wine to be sweeter than the 
others ... " probably due to its resemblance to rosew-

ine, which is sweeter than white Oournal of Psychol
ogy; September 1998, volume 132 issue 5, p561). 

In a study done in December of 1999, Nancy J. 
Stone and Anthony J. English tested the affects of 
color in the work place and it's correlation to perfor
mance. What they found was" ... a red office is more 
stimulation and may cause vigor, anger or tension ... " 
However it was found to increase performance. It 
was found that blue in an office may " ... cause greater 
depression, as well as sadness, fatigue or relax-
ation ..." and that " ... workers in white offices com
plained of more head aches and instances of nausea" 
(rnuohio.edu). 

My original question was does color have an af
fect on our emotions and how we perceive the world? 
As a result of the above findings, I conclude that yes, 
color has a definite affect on our emotions and our 
perception of the world. 

One of the most prolific writers on the psychologi
cal affects of color was a psycho-neurologist named 
Kurt Goldstein. The bulk of Dr. Goldstein's work was 
done in the late 1950's and early 1960's. About the 
aspects of color in our everyday lives he wrote: "Life 
is a condition alternating between excitation, destruc
tion, and unbalance [followed by] reorganization, 
equilibrium and rest. In the course of life colors play 
their role. Each color had a special importance and all 
colors together help to guarantee a normal life" (Bir
ren, 1961). 

Editor's Note: This is a research paper written for Psychol
ogy 432. 
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Hopkins' "God's 
Grandeur" 
Rebecca Marsh 

The Swiss psychologist Carl Jung described a 
collective unconscious that exists in all people. The 
collective unconscious, Jung believed, was a store
house of primordial thoughts, images, and experi
ences - what he called archetypes. The pursuit of love 
has been a universal archetype in humanity from its 
beginning, the highest love being that which is un
selfish, detached, and given freely. Gerard Manley 
Hopkins' poem, "God's Grandeur," finds fulfillment 
of the universal desire to be loved unconditionally. 
The poem's symbols, word choice, and meter reflect 
and help illustrate the poem's central theme. Though 
the world is infused with the glory of God and Christ 
offered His body to be crucified, mankind does not 
live in awe of God, but imposes darkness on itself 
by running endlessly. Even so, despite humanity's 
shortcomings, God is most capable of perfect love and 
embraces the world anyway. 

"God's Grandeur" is filled with symbols that 
help to express the pain of the world's darkness and 
the happiness of knowing that God loves the world 
even though people forget Him. The opening lines 
refer to God's ongoing act of creation and the sacrifice 
of Christ. In line one, Hopkins refers to the world 
as "charged" by the glory of God. The phrase "is 
charged" conjures images of electricity or a spark and 
implies that the world is continuously vitalized by 
the energy that God infused into the universe at the 
moment of creation. In lines three and four, Hopkins 
uses the symbol of olives, which reached their high
est value in biblical times when they were squeezed 
to make oil, to represent Christ. Hopkins describes 
God's grandeur as "gathering to a greatness, like the 
ooze of oil / Crushed" (3-4). Christ made the deepest 
impression on humanity when He offered His body to 
be 0 crushed" at the crucifixion. 

After presenting symbols that appreciate the awe
someness of God, Hopkins uses contrasting symbols 
to emphasize mankind's error of forgetting God and 
the emptiness that results. Hopkins uses the destruc
tion of the natural world to symbolize the emptiness 
of spirit when the world focuses on work and money: 
"And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with 

toil; / And wears man's smudge and shares man's 
smell: the soil / Is bare now, nor can foot feel, ):,eing 
shod" (6-8). The natural world is literally "smeared" 
and wears the "smudge" of man's industry, to the 
point that even the "soil" is "bare." But Hopkins also 
uses this image to symbolize the spiritual damage that 
occurs when a person is endlessly pursuing worldly 
goals. Preoccupied, man does not pause long enough 
to contemplate God or feel the "bareness" of his own 
spirit. He cannot see that his feet went from being 
free to "shod" (8), or wearing shoes. Just as feet with 
shoes cannot feel the earth, a soul always distracted 
loses its closeness to God. 

In the concluding sestet, Hopkins uses bright 
symbols of the natural world to express the idea that 
despite man's shortcomings, God still loves the world 
unconditionally. After describing the destruction of 
the natural world and the emptiness of man's spirit, 
Hopkins declares that 11nature is never spent" (9) and 
"There lives the dearest freshness deep down things" 
(10). Though humanity is capable of great error, we 
can never destroy our inner nature, which reveres 
God. In lines 12 and 13, Hopkins uses the sun to 
symbolize hope. Though the sunlight "off the black 
West went" (12), at dawn, the sunlight "eastward 
springs" (13). Even though people impose darkness 
on the world and themselves, there is hope, because 
God's love for humanity is as sure as the rising of 
the sun. In the final two lines of the poem, Hopkins 
uses the symbol of the bird to describe God's care for 
the world. God, over the world, "broods with warm 
breast and with ah! bright wings" (14). Hopkins uses 
the image of a bird, nesting over her young, keeping 
them warm and embracing them with her wings, to 
describe God's unconditional love for mankind. 

To help bring his symbols and ideas to life, Hop
kins creates a cacophony to symbolize the darkness 
of man's error in separating himself from God. In 
the first octave, where Hopkins describes humanity's 
error in not appreciating God, the words are dis
pleasing and bring negative images to mind. Hop
kins describes the "ooze" (3) of oil and God being 
"Crushed" (4). The phrase "have trod" (5) is repeated 
three times, and the world is ,,seared," ,,bleared/' and 
"smeared" (6). The world bears man's "smudge" and 
"smell" (7), and humanity is so caught up in its "toil" 
that it can't feel being "shod" (8). TI1e images these 
words conjure up are of darkness, stains, stench, de
struction, shackles, and restlessness. Hopkins selects 
words whose sounds and connotations reflect the 
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darkness in the absence of contemplation of God. 
In the final sestet, which expresses the steadiness 

of God's love, Hopkins creates euphony. Hopkins 
uses words such as "dearest," "freshness," and "deep 
down things" to describe how humanity's goodness 
cannot be destroyed. Words and phrases such as 
"lights," "morning," and "eastward, springs" (11-12) 
are used to express hope. When Hopkins likens God 
to a bird caring for her young, he uses words and 
phrases such as ubroods," "warm breast,lf and "ah! 
bright wings" (14). These words invoke images of 
cleansing, light, warmth, comfort, rejuvenation, and 
hope. Hopkins selects words that are beautiful and 
have pleasant connotations. 

In a similar way, Hopkins uses meter to help illus
trate the main themes of the poem. In the first octave, 
when Hopkins describes God's glory and man's er
ror in not remembering Him, the meter of the sonnet 
deviates from iambic to emphasize the awesomeness 
of God and dark images associated with pain. The 
third line, where Hopkins describes God's grandeur 
as gathering "to a greatness, like the ooze of oil" is 
twelve syllables, breaking from the usual ten syllable 
iambic pentameter line. Perhaps this is to further 
the image of "oozing" oil. Where there should be a 
soft beat in the iambic pattern, line four begins with 
"Crushed." After a drawn out third line, the reader 
is stopped suddenly by the meter on the word that 
represents the crucifixion of Jesus. "Crushed" is fol
lowed by another strong beat with the word "Why" 
(4), to emphasize Hopkins' question of why man does 
not heed and respect God. Hopkins' spondaic foot 
focuses the reader's attention on two important ideas, 
Christ being "Crushed" and "Why" man does not 
heed and respect His wishes. 

The remainder of the octave continues to devi
ate from iambic pattern to emphasize the destruction 
of the natural world, symbolic of the emptiness of 
the human soul. Hopkins uses an almost overstated 
iambic pattern in "have trod, have trod, have trod" 
(5), which can literally sound like footsteps, to give 
the allusion of mankind's continuous running. Words 
such as "seared" and "trade" carry strong beats, 
and a spondaic foot describes the world as "bleared, 
smeared" (6) because of humanity's constant "toil." 
The meter of the sonnet's first eight lines, combined 
with the selection of unpleasant sounding words, is 
chaotic and irregular, reflecting the chaos of mankind 
running after worldly goals. 

In the concluding sestet, which expresses joy in 
God's unconditional love, the meter is still irregular, 
but the beats are softer and fall on more pleasant 
words. While the irregular beats make the first octave 
seem almost choppy, the final sestet has extra femi-

nine beats that make it seem smooth and beautiful. 
In the first line of the sestet, Hopkins rejoices because 
though man forgets God, "nature is never spent" (9). 
Meter and alliteration emphasize the words "nature" 
and "never," giving strength to the idea of God's per
manence. Hopkins goes on to use smooth phrases 
such as "dearest freshness deep down things" (10), 

"morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs" (12), 
and "warm breast and ah! bright wings" (14). Hop
kins does not keep a perfect iambic pattern, but the 
octave has flowing style and emphasizes euphony. 
This more relaxed and soft pattern reflects the poten
tial deep peace of humanity if we were to slow down 
and reflect on God. 

"God's Grandeur" finds fulfillment of mankind's 
universal desire for unconditional love. The symbols, 
word choice, and meter used throughout the poem 
help to illustrate the poem's central idea. Though the 
world turns its back on the glory of God, God con
tinues to embrace and soothe the world. Dark and 
painful symbols, an unpleasant cacophony, and an 
irregular meter help to illustrate the pain and great 
error in humanity turning its back on God. Similarly, 
beautiful symbols of the natural world, euphony, and 
smooth, flowing meter add to the poem's rejoicing in 
God's unconditional love for the world. 

Editor's Note: This is a literary analysis paper written for 
English 252. 
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Critical Analysis of 
Maasai Manyattas as 
Ecotourism 
Enterprises 
Teresa Stananik 

The Maasai constitute an internationally famous 
cultural group native to the region of present-day 
Kenya and Tanzania. The Maasai are renowned for 
their rich heritage, transhumance-pastoral livelihoods, 
unique traditions and ceremonies, strong proud will, 
and co-existence with animals. This region is also 
famous for its rich diversity of large mammalian wild
life. Today, there are many national parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries established within this area. Tourists from 
all around the world travel to these parks to view 
these magnificent wild creatures within their native 
habitats. 

These protected wildlife establishments generate 
a significant income through international ecotourism. 
In Kenya, tourism is the second largest revenue-gen
erating industry, and most of these tourists' destina
tions include at least one wildlife park (Sindiga, 1995). 
Parks also promote conservation of both the wildlife 
they protect and the ecosystems they encompass. 
However, these protected areas occupy lands once 
utilized by the pastoral Maasai. The Maasai have 
traditionally practiced an indigenous form of wildlife 
conservation through their very lifestyles, but this 
modern version of conservation threatens their liveli
hoods by restricting their movements. 

Herein lays the issue under discussion. Today, 
with wildlife parks established that generate a sub
stantial income, it is the Maasai that are receiving the 
least amount of benefits from this situation. They live 
side-by-side with the wildlife that attracts so many 
tourists, yet they receive no compensation for the 
damage inflicted by the wildlife or restrictions im
posed by the parks (Mwale, 2000). 

As a possible solution to this problem, cultural 
manyattas were conceived of by the Kenyan govern
ment as a means of channeling tourist-generated in
come into the Maasai community. A cultural manyatta 
is a mock boma, a traditional Maasai homestead. Man
yattas are established within or around national 

parks and reserves, catering to international tourists. 
In a manyatta, the Maasai dress in traditional cloth
ing and perform ritual song and dance for the tourist 
spectators. They lead a guided tour around the boma, 
showing homes and explaining various traditions and 
sustenance techniques. Throughout this display they 
are in character--portraying the traditional Maasai 
individual. Each tour costs around ten US dollars per 
person, and there are also many handmade souvenirs 
available for sale (Bruner & Kirshenblatt, 1994). 

The manyatta is an example of the marketing and 
commoditizing of a culture. In them, the Maasai 
culture is "reworked, re-packaged, and reproduced" 
(Bruner, p.889) with the purpose of entertaining and 
performing for a curious tourist audience. While orig
inally idealized as a preservation of Kenya's national 
cultural heritage, manyattas in actuality are a market
ing enterprise. The Maasai are acting as primitive 
peoples to satiate an 'imperialist nostalgia'. When 
questioned about their motivation for participating in 
this performance, most Maasai claim they do it for the 
financial benefits (Bruner, 2001). 

I view the creation of cultural manyattas as an 
extremely complicated issue due to the many factors 
involved. Some people are of the opinion that the 
manyatta enterprise is wrong due to its exploitation of 
the Maasai culture. They argue that the manyattas are 
unauthentic and superficial, and I agree with this to a 
certain point. Certainly the manyattas are a construct
ed performance of an indigenous realism, but they do 
generate money to a people who are badly in need of 
finances. Furthermore, they are an avenue in which 
the Maasai can benefit from tourism through a unique 
'economic niche'. 

I have been fortunate enough to have visited a 
true Maasai boma as well as a cultural manyatta. They 
were similar in many ways and different in oth-
ers. The structure of the bomas was similar in terms 
of resources used for construction and layout of the 
houses and fences. However, in the traditional boma 
there were many livestock, whereas in the manyatta 
there were none (and therefore no dung or flies, 
which are prevalent in the true bomas). The Maasai 
in both bomas were dressed the same - red clothes, 
beaded necklaces and earrings, and rubber sandals. 
Male warriors, called morrans, carried clubs and were 
adorned with red ochre. In the traditional boma there 
were no staged performances of singing and dancing, 
although there were both of these activities. In truth, 
the major difference was authenticity. Essentially, I 

47 



traditional boma as a friend and guest. In the cultural 
manyatta I was there as a client and spectator. 

I feel blessed to have had the authentic experience 
of a traditional boma, knowing that most tourists are 
never able to have this genuine interaction. If I were 
a 'regular' tourist, I would be very curious about the 
Maasai culture and would perhaps visit a manyatta to 
gain a deeper understanding. The irony here is that 
the understanding I would gain would not necessarily 
be about the primitive Maasai culture, although the 
songs and dances performed would cater somewhat 
to this. I would probably gain an insight as to how 
the Maasai culture is assimilating to Western ways, 
particularly the desire and need for money. This 
would bring me sadness, and indeed does, to see the 
ramifications of globalization and the spread of cul
tural homogony. 

However, this does not mean that I do not sup
port cultural manyattas. I argue that they are a 'neces
sary evil' for the Maasai in the face of declining land, 
destructive wildlife, and financial need. From their 
point of view, they must act to support themselves 
and their lifestyles in a world that is quickly changing 
all around them. I see that manyattas are staged per
formances for tourist spectators, which lack authen
ticity and genuine interaction. On that note, I also 
realize that the Maasai need to benefit from tourism 
coming into their area and manyattas are a relatively 
easy way for them to do it. They do not have to work 
there if they do not want to, and we do not have to go 
there if we disagree with the commoditizing of their 
culture. 

In terms of wildlife conservation, I see manyattas 
essentially supporting it. Wildlife parks and reserves 
are conservational institutions, and these establish
ments inhibit former Maasai territory. These institu
tions also enforce the punishment of all those who 
harm wildlife, therefore making it impossible for 
the Maasai to protect themselves or their livelihoods 
against destructive animals. The result of this situa
tion is that the Maasai stand to lose from wildlife con
servation and tourism unless they can financially ben
efit from it. Cultural manyattas represent an avenue for 
them to do so, and in the process join the conservation 
movement. 

In conclusion, I think it's important to understand 
the full impact of cultural manyattas on the Maasai cul
ture within modern day context and perspective. The 
'primitive Maasai' people represented at the cultural 
manyattas are increasingly becoming a thing of the 
past. Even in the traditional boma that I visited, there 
was evidence of modernization. While you won't see 
this in the mock boma, your very presence and finan
cial contribution to this culture that was subsistence-

based for so long, is adding to the assimilation pro
cess, and perhaps even expediting it. While the world 
traveler searches for the genuine and real, I think Ed
ward Berger said it best when he stated: "In tourism, 
authenticity is made, not discovered" (p. 905). 

This paper was written for a combined Swahili lan
guage & Maasai culture course I took through the School 
for Field Studies. This school is accredited thru Boston 
University and supports environmental conservation col
lege-level studies at various locations around the world. I 
studied in Kenya at the Center for Wildlife Management 
Studies. 

This assignment was a critical analysis of the costs 
and benefits associated with Maasai cultural manyattas 
based on my experience after visiting a manyatta and a 
traditional boma. Information used in this paper, outside of 
what I referenced, was based on my studies at the Center for 
Wildlife Management and my personal observations while 
staying in Kenya. 
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Money, Weapons and 
Advice: How and 
Why Early Advising 
in Vietnam Ultimately 
Failed 
Ileana Neves 

The Cold War era defined a nation. In the event 
of an Atomic bomb attack, children practiced bomb 
drills regularly in schools and families invested in un
derground shelters for protection. Around the world, 
government officials wanted to spread the United 
States ideology of democracy against the Soviet 
Union's communism. Already involved in another 
country, Korea, the United States set off to Vietnam on 
their tour against communism with early advisers in 
1950. The Cold War concepts of "containment" and 
the "domino theory" allowed the U.S. to legitimize in
volvement in another third world country. The Unit
ed States did not want Vietnam to fall, like a domino, 
to Communist influence in the region. Vietnam's raw 
materials were also valuable for Japan which was the 
U.S. ally in Asia. 

Images of freedom, sovereignty and self-deter
mination coaxed foreigners into wanting and be
lieving in the American dream. On the other hand, 
the implementation of democracy was hypocritical. 
Washington officials said one thing but imposed an
other, which included unpopular, tyrannical dictators. 
Freedom was important in the self-determination of 
nations, but only if it was advantageous to the United 
States. In some cases, the U.S handpicked natives to 
run a puppet government with the rules and regula
tions determined by the colonial power. These new 
governments were corrupt and out of touch with the 
wants and needs of the majority of the population. 
United States military advisers were some of the first 
U.S. representatives sent overseas, much like ambas
sadors and diplomats are today. The United States 
military advisory committees and military aid in Viet
nam helped train, fund and later on fought along with 
the South Vietnamese army beginning as early as 1950_ 
and lasting through 1975. 

Colonial oppression was rampant in Vietnam's 
tumultuous history. Vietnam was ruled as a part of 
the Chinese Empire for over a thousand years from 
111 B.C. to A.O. 939. In the 10th century, Vietnam was 
finally able to attain independence due to a number of 
revolts and nationalistic uprisings. French conquest 
of Indochina during the 1850s-1870s, subjugated Indo
china to a European power. Later on, Japan replaced 
Vietnam as the colonial oppressor during World War 
IL France resumed its re-occupation of Vietnam after 
the Japanese unconditional surrender in 1945. The 
experience of constant oppression gave nationalists in 
Vietnam the courage to strive for self-determination, 
much like the ideology and rhetoric of the United 
States. The United States was a model to smaller na
tions for freedom and democracy. However, during 
the Cold War, the United States did not view the in
surgent rebels as "freedom fighters", instead the reb
els were fighting for the communist ideology. 

By 1945, Ho Chi Minh, a Vietnamese communist 
and nationalist, had helped both China and the Unit
ed States in providing useful information about the 
Japanese. Minh gained almost total political power 
and popularity by 1945 because he was nationalist 
first and communist second.1 He organized and led a 
coalition of nationalist elements dominated by com
munists called Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi 
or the Vietnam Independence League also known as 
the Viet Minh. On September 2, 1945 Ho Chi Minh 
along with other Viet Minh nationalists wrote "The 
Vietnamese Declaration of Independence". This 
document cited grievances and problems with the 
French colonial rule and declared freedom much like 
the 1776 American declaration against the King of 
England.2 In May 1946, Ho traveled to Paris for a 
peaceful, diplomatic solution to hopefully end the ten
sions between France and the Viet Minh. Later in the 
same year, the Viet Minh launched their first uprising 
against the French colonial government and the first 
Indochinese War. 

By December 1946, constant skirmishes between 
the French colonial troops and the Viet Minh began. 
In 1947Ho chi Minh's Democratic Republic of Viet
nam (ORV) and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) both 
emerged as governments in Vietnam. The RVN was 
led by Bao Dai, formerly the Emperor of Annan (Indo
china) and was the last Emperor of Vietnam. Dai was 
educated in France but as his country became envel
oped in internal fighting and fighting with the French, 
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he left the county. In the 1949, with the Communist 
takeover of mainland China, the French ratified a 
treaty granting Vietnamese independence from the 
French Union. The French ratification of that treaty 
was directly related to the Mao's communist takeover 
of mainland China. It was evidence of a power-
ful, enormous Communist country extremely close 
to similar, unstable, highly susceptible countries in 
Southeast Asia for direct Communist influence. The 
French persuaded Dai to return as Head of State but 
not Emperor. The French also allowed Vietnam a lim
ited independence through Dai' s puppet government. 
Dai's puppet government did not have much control 
over Vietnam. The French maintained a strong upper 
hand in exploiting Vietnam's resources and did not 
introduce much-needed reforms for the Vietnamese 
people. In 1950, while the ORV was recognized by 
the Soviet Union and mainland China, the French 
formed a rival government, the RVN under Dai in 
Saigon recognized by the United States, United King
dom, France and the United Nations. 

As early as 1946-1947, the United States interest 
in Vietnam blossomed with the high possibility of 
Vietnam becoming communist. Vietnam played a key 
part in the ideology war of democracy versus commu
nism between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R were vying for the most 
powerful nation at a time when nations rebelled 
against colonial oppressors and search for freedom. 
The United States was committed to the policy of con
tainment and felt that if Vietnam fell to communism 
then the other unsatisfied, rebellious states would 
follow their lead. The fear of the "domino effect" 
and the previous losses of China and North Korea to 
communism helped develop the interest to help the 
French in Vietnam. 

In the beginning, government officials were un
certain about specific U.S. policy towards Vietnam. 
According to Ronald Spector' s Advice and Support: 
The Early Years, 1941-1960, Secretary of State George 
C. Marshall debated over France's "outmoded co
lonial outlook and method" and "Ho's direct Com
munist connections". He concluded that in May 
1947 "frankly we have no solution ... to suggest."3 

However, in July 1947, U.S. army staff "observed that 
Southeast Asia was an important source of 'strategic 
resources' for the United States"4. A strategic resource 
included the prime location of Vietnam especially 
with respects to mainland Asia and the South Pacific. 
Not only was the containment of communism impor
tant, but there was also a concern for the economic 
development of the different countries, like Japan, and 
the raw materials available for the United States; some 
of the raw materials that Vietnam provided included 

rice, rubber and timber. At the time, these were es

sential for the prosperity of Japan's industrializa
tion. Agriculture was the primary occupation of the 
population, and the production of rice helped sustain 
the dense population in Japan. Fighting against the 
French occurred mostly in the countryside were rice 
was grown and peasants lived. With the preoccupa
tion of the war, rice was not tended to and therefore 
not exported. 

The United States was also interested in the pri
mary export of mining. Most of the mineral resources 
were produced in the North including coal, as well as 
deposits of phosphates, manganese, bauxite, chromate 
and other metal ores. These mineral resources were 
important for industrialized countries like the United 
States and newly industrializing countries like Japan, 
the U.S.'s ally. 

In the early 1950's the French and their puppet 
governments were desperately losing control in Viet
nam. France formally asked for U.S. assistance in 
1950 and $15 million in military aid was given to Bao 
Dai through France. The U.S. also sent an economic 
mission in Saigon, thus beginning U.S. involvement in 
Vietnarn.5 

Two economic missions, the Griffin and Melby
Erskine Missions (1950), preceded large-scale military 
assistance in Vietnam. The Griffin Mission was an 
economic survey mission in Asia tliat included two 
American military officers about the need for im
provement of French weapons and equipment from 
the obsolete World War II machinery. The Melby-Ers
kine Mission surveyed the military aspect of the war. 
The team, led by General Erskine and John F. Melby 
of the State Department, "concluded that the Viet 
Minh, not the French, controlled the major portion of 
Indochina" and that the French had "lost most of their 
offensive spirit."6 In the end, their recommendation 
was for a small American military assistance advisory 
group (MAAG-Indochina), with no more than 38 of
ficers and enlisted men, to be established as soon as 
possible. 

MAAG - Indochina was established to provide 
U.S. assistance to the French in their Southeast Asian 
colonies. However, MAAG - Indochina turned the 
small assistance group into one that held at least 
150 officers, and between October 1951 and Febru
ary 1952 the French received 130,000 tons of military 
equipment7. Harry S. Truman was the first president 
to approve both the military aid and MAAG - Indo
china. Although MAAG was implemented to help 
the French, it ended up assuming responsibilities and 
solving problems for the French. Along with the mili
tary aid, advising, assistance and machinery, MAAG 
displayed to the world that the French had become 
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dependent upon other foreign powers like the U.S. to 
maintain control in the French colonies. This proved 
the importance and world power of the United States 
and the effort of fighting a war of ideologies. 

By 1954, the French were willing to withdraw and 
negotiate with the Vietnamese at the Geneva Confer
ence from May 8 - June 21. The Geneva Conference 
was held in Geneva, Switzerland and included the 
United States, Soviet Union, Great Britain, France, 
People's Republic of China, North Korea, Sonth Ko
rea, Vietnam, the Viet Minh party, Laos and Cambodia 
as the chief participants. The main objective of the 
conference was to restore peace in Korea and Indochi
na. While no agreement was reached on Korean armi
stice, tree agreements were reached that provided ar
mistice and political settlement in Indochina - includ
ing Vietnam. A number of other objectives included 
an attempt to restore mutual trust between East and 
West. Also, German reunification, European security, 
disarmament and cultural economic interchange were 
discussed. Great Britain, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union also attempted to reach an accord on 
banning tests of nuclear weapons. 

The French were losing popular opinion among 
the world for the occupation of Vietnam. Non-com
munists joined the Viet Minh in hopes that once the 
French left, social and land reforms for all the Viet
namese would become a priority among the new gov
ernment. The Indochinese war reached an eventual 
stalemate where the French controlled the coastal 
cities, along with a few isolated sectors of South Viet
nam. The Viet Minh on the other hand controlled 
most of the countryside and introduced education, 
land reforms and equality between men and women 
which increased Viet Minh popularity, while adding 
to the desire for freedom from the French. Young 
Frenchmen died in a war that they were not going to 
win. The Viet Minh fought for a cause and for their 
country. 

With the withdrawal of the French, the Geneva 
Conference included some provision for foreign pow
ers in Vietnam. Some of the provisions set at the Con
ference included the 17'" parallel as the demarcation 
line, and the prohibition of foreign troops, military 
personnel, alliances, arms and munitions. General 
elections by secret ballot would also be held in July of 
1956. However, the general elections were never held 
because of growing popularity for the communist can
didate in 1954 scared the United States and its sympa
thizers. According to Prelude to Tragedy, "a large U.S. 
intervention to keep the communists from taking over 
force what they had expected to win at the ballot box 
in 1954"8 shows how the U.S did not allow general 
elections but instead wanted to implement their own 

candidate and possibly instill a puppet government 
much like Bao Dai and the French. Nevertheless, nei
ther the United States nor South Vietnam recognized 
the provisions from the Geneva Conference. 

In 1954, under President Eisenhower, MAAG -
Vietnam replaced MAAG - Indochina. The name was 
changed to show the specificity of U.S. involvement 
in Vietnam instead of in the rest of the region. The 
focus and interest was now set on Vietnam. However, 
the Geneva conference explicitly stated that there was 
to be no interference from foreign nations. MAAG -
Vietnam fell under this category of aid and assistance 
from a foreign nation. However, South Vietnam did 
not abide by the Geneva Agreements because they did 
not sign nor observe them. By the beginning of 1954, 
the United States paid 80% of the French war costs in 
South Vietnam. The French withdrew from Vietnam 
in 1954 after the bitter defeat at Dien Bien Phu when 
Vietnamese rebels surrounded and annihilated French 
troops with massive air support. 

MAAG - Vietnam's mission included combat 
training for the South Vietnamese Armed Forces 
(SVNAF) and later had U.S. advisers along with U.S. 
soldiers in the field. MAAG also helped organize 
and restructure the SVNAF. According to America 
Military History, a book published by the United 
States Army Center of Military History, MAAG chiefs 
"reorganized South Vietnam's light mobile infantry 
groups into infantry division, compatible in design 
and mission with U.S. defense plans."9 The SVNAF 
was also equipped with standard U.S. Army equip
ment in order to delay any invasion force until the ar
rival of American G.I's. Advisory teams helped with 
South Vietnam's Joint General Staff, Defense Ministry, 
Army, Navy, Air Force, military schools, training cen
ters and Army divisions. The advisory teams helped 
provide instruction in war tactics, recruitment and 
basic war intelligence along with other aid and as
sistance. MAAG - Vietnam was first implemented in 
order to help the SVNAF to win their war with only 
the assistance of the United States. However, during 
the French occupation and puppet governments, no 
genuine leadership roles were given to ethnically Viet
namese people, there the Vietnamese had no practical 
experience in administration and higher staff func
tions for war operations and tactics. The Vietnamese 
learned to depend on the French like a father figure. 
This led to the eventual n Americanization", or the 
burden of responsibility on the United States, of the 
Vietnam war during the presidential administrations 
of Kennedy and Johnson with the increase of military 
advisers in the region. When President Eisenhower 
left office in 1961, approximately 900 military advisers 
total occupied Indochina along with at least an accu-

51 



rnulated $1 billion in U.S. aid_lO 
In 1955 Ngo Dinh Diem defeated Bao Dai in the 

South Vietnamese election due to speculated Ameri
can involvernent.11 Diem was an authoritarian ruler 
of Vietnam who was out of touch with the rest of the 
Vietnamese population. According to Walter LaFeber 
in the American Age, by 1961 Diem controlled only 40 
% of South Vietnarn.12 

Diem accepted American aid that he circulated 
only among the elite, leaving issues like land reform 
and Vietcong guerillas unsolved. The Vietcong were 
communist sympathizers and infiltrators in Southern 
Vietnam. They held insurgency operations whlch 
included revolts in the countryside. The revolts dam
aged the terrain for agriculture, left many peasants 
homeless and killed innocent civilians. Diem had no 
response for these problems that divided his country. 
Diem also rejected U.S. troop intervention and only 
wanted advisers to train his army. According to Paul 
M. Kattenburg's The Vietnam Trauma in American 
Foreign Policy, 1945-75, Kennedy's breaking of the Ge
neva Accords by sending more military advisers was 
one of the "ten fateful decisions on Vietnam, 1961-
75"13 because it solidified the total commitment of the 
United States to the cause in Vietnam. Although the 
U.S. did not actually break the Accords because they 
did not sign them, committing to Vietnam increased 
the hostility against the United States from the com
munists and North Vietnamese government. The 
North Vietnamese felt that the U.S. was taking similar 
steps in achieving the same colonial power against 
Vietnam as the French had. 

Kennedy's military advisers included the Special 
Forces soldiers known as the IIgreen berets a who were 
used as connections between the U.S. and Vietnam. 
The green berets entered South Vietnamese villages, 
designed and organized guerilla bands behind enemy 
lines and conducted other unconventional warfare op
erations. Kennedy took a special interest in the green 
berets. He helped design the very specific uniforms 
along with the beret. He was also responsible for the 
development of the green berets into a counterinsur
gency force in Vietnam, primarily to fight the Viet
cong. He sent 400 green berets in 1961.14 

U.S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam 
(MACV) was established in Saigon on February 8, 
1962 to support the increasing numbers of advisers 
and support personnel. Since MAAG - Vietnam was 
inundated with the adviser and support personnel 
buildup ordered by President Kennedy, MACV was 
formed to help MAAG. MACV was under the com
mand of the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Com
mand in Honolulu, not under Saigon. By 1962 there 
were 3,205 U.S. military personnel in Vietnam 

as opposed to 900 personnel in 1960. From 1962-1964, 
MACV was the link between the South Vietnamese 
government, South Vietnamese Army and the United 
States aid and assistance. The MACV also controlled 
the logistics while MAAG still controlled advising. 
In May 1964 MAAG disbanded and MACV assumed 
all of MAAG's previous responsibilities. The MACV 
provided fire support and tactics. 

Then on August 10, 1964, the US Senate passed 
"The Tonkin Gulf Resolution" that authorized Presi
dent Johnson to use force in Vietnam. In 1965, two 
United States Marine Corps combat divisions were 
dispatched. U.S. troops had also increased from 
75,000 in July 1965 to 160,000 by late 1965. The MACV 
then "took command of U.S. ground combat opera
tions while continuing its concentration on internal 
South Vietnamese issuesuJS. The primary concern of 
the MACV became U.S. Army involvement in combat 
battle and operations. This chance made the military 
assistance in aid and tactics to SVNAF a secondary 
concern as opposed to being the primary concern. 
The NVN should have been the primary concern all 
along, however they became dependent upon the 
training, aid and assistance from the United States. 
The U.S. also should have implemented a more rigid 
program for the Vietnamese to take control of their 
own war which many viewed as a civil war, not nec
essarily a war that needed outside assistance from the 
United States. Another problem MACV faced was 
its description as a "subordinate unified command" 
where military direction requests came from Hono
lulu instead of corning from Saigon. Obviously, this 
caused problems throughout the duration of the war 
because of approval and decisions that needed to be 
made as soon as possible. Time was not a friend of 
the war. 

During the course of the war MACV had three 
major missions. These missions included: 

1. A high-level advisory mission. 

2. To served as a field army headquarters controlling 
battlefield operations from mobile headquarters 
near the front (which never fully developed) 

3. Assistance to the South Vietnamese Armed Forces 
(SVNAF)16 

According to the specific wording of these three 
missions, the assistance to the SVNAF was third and 
last in the order of operations. This is important be
cause it shows how the United States stated as a third 
priority their assistance to the SVNAF while continu
ing to be an advisory mission and a field army head
quarters to control battlefield operations. While these 
missions sounded politically correct they were 
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not realistic. The North Vietnamese continued to in
filtrate South Vietnamese villages with communists 
and staged troops in Laos and Cambodia. The MACV 
performed their missions so well that instead of cre
ating an independent, self-reliant army, which was 
their ultimate objective, the MACV produced an army 
depended on U.S. advice and support. The SVNAF 
depended on MACV and the increasing number of 
American soldiers, while hundreds of civilians were 
dying. 

One sector of the MACV was the MACV - SOG 
(Studies and Observation Group) which took root in 
1958. According to MACV.org, the MACV - SOG was 
an operations group that dealt with covert operations 
and studying enemy tactics and operations. Opera
tions included highly classified sabotage and psycho
logical operations in North and South Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and southern China. The MACV - SOG 
held a training center and airborne operations group 
were at Long Thanh and a Psychological Studies 
Group in Saigon. MACV - SOG was assigned about 
2,000 Americans, mostly U.S. Special Forces, and over 
8,000 highly trained indigenous troops. The primary 
responsibilities included: 

1. Cross-border operations regularly conducted to 
disrupt the VC, Khmer Rouge, Pathet Lao and 
NVA in their own territories. 

2. Keeping track of all imprisoned and missing 
Americans and conducting raids to assist and 
free them as part of the Escape and Evasion (E 
& E) mission for all captured U.S. personnel and 
downed airmen. 

3. Training and dispatching agents into North Viet
nam to run resistance movement operations. 

4. "Black" psychological operations, such as estab
lishing false (notional) NVA broadcasting stations 
inside North Vietnam. 

5. "Gray" psychological operations as typified by the 
Hue-Phu Bai propaganda transmitter.17 

MACV - SOG also assisted with kidnappings, 
assassinations and insertion of rigged mortar rounds 
into the enemy ammunition supply system (that 
would explode upon use). MACV - SOG was impor
tant because it shows the epitome of U.S. advising 
and assistance to Vietnamese forces. There were 2,000 
Americans along with 8,000 indigenous troops. The 
American officers and troops led in leadership and 
authority roles while the Vietnamese depended on 
their assistance. 

MACV forces ended during the Nixon adminis-

tration. President Nixon coined the term "Vietnam
ization", a term that was designed to explain the with
drawal of U.S. troops and the increase of Vietnamese 
responsibility for the conflict. Nixon along with his 
administration believed that there was no way to 
win the war in a short amount of time and with little 
American casualties even after the best military equip
ment and advising available. The American public 
held protests and public opinion against the war was 
very strong, not only domestically but internation
ally as well. The Paris Accords, signed in March 1973, 
halted MACV support and advising. Officially, the 
Agreements on Ending the War and Restoring Peace 
in Vietnam were signed between South Vietnam, 
North Vietnam and the Viet Cong. According to Colo
nel Summers, "in exchange for the return of American 
prisoners of war, the United States withdrew the few 
units of its remaining armed forces from Vietnam, but 
the North Vietnamese continued to maintain substan
tial numbers of their regular armed forces" 18

. Ulti
mately, without the United States, SVNAF deteriorat
ed when faced with North Vietnam's power in 1975. 

Vietnam claimed the political careers of many 
Washington officials who were no longer deemed 
credible like Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
or President Johnson. Johnson was deeply troubled 
by the war and along with his top advisers that there 
was not way for the United States to wage a war and 
beat the human factor. The Viet Minh and Viet Cong 
were able to rally the spirit of the Vietnamese people, 
even those who were anti-Communists. Eventually 
the Vietnamese became anti-imperialism first and 
anti-Communist second. Johnson was so wrapped 
up in trying not to lose "Vietnam" to communism like 
North Korea or China. Johnson also held the burden 
of Kennedy's optimism and domestic policies which 
were ultimately unrealistic. In the documentary "Fog 
of War" released in 2003, Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara is heard in taped telephone conversations 
from the White House advising President Kennedy to 
set a timetable for the removal of American personnel 
in Vietnam. McNamara also advised Johnson to put 
a halt to the bombing in North Vietnam. However, 
McNamara publicly acknowledged and endorsed the 
Presidents continuation of the United States aid and 
assistance as important and essential to the American 
effort in Vietnam. However, all three political careers 
in the White House failed before the Paris Accords 
and the end of U.S. involvement in 1973 and the end 
of the war in 1975, with North Vietnam overpowering 
South Vietnam. 

The history of early military advisers in Vietnam 
evolved from solely providing money and advising 
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to providing large-scale troops and intelligence, be
ing a key force in combat. From the 1950s until the 
mid-1970s U.S. involvement in Vietnam was to stop 
the 11domino theory" of communism. Containment 
in Southeast Asia would stop Vietnam from turning 
"red", much like Mainland China. If Vietnam was not 
contained then other Asian nations were theorized to 
follow. This would put a strain on the U.S. economy 
along with Western ideology. Capitalist nations de
pended on the raw materials of developing countries. 
After World War II these developing countries would 
11serve as important areas for investment and regional 
development"19• The struggle for ideological power 
between the Soviet Union, which represented com
munism, and the United States, which represented 
democracy and underlying capitalism, also played 
out in the Vietnam War. This "limited war" occurred 
at the expense of innocent civilian lives, billions of 
dollars, hundreds of American soldiers, and millions 
of Vietnamese soldiers - whether nationalist or com
munist. 

Editor's Note: This is a final essay written for English 215. 
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French colonial powers. It was modeled after the 
American Declaration of Independence which 
posed grievances and complaints against the 
British as the colonial oppressor. The Vietnam
ese Declaration was also an important primary 
source in writing this research paper because it 
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United States first beginning with the Civil War 
through the Cold War (with a chapter on the Viet
nam War). The U.S. Army in Vietnam was pub
lished by the Center of Military History and in
cludes the major events and turning points of the 
war. I was able to access that chapter on Vietnam 
on the internet which was cited in my endnotes. 
There are a number of extensive paragraphs on 
the early advising effort put by the Untied States. 
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The Outlaws of 
Medieval England 
Danielle Coyle 

The medieval outlaw has become an important 
part of the modern mythos. In the guise of Robin 
Hood, the men who directly defied medieval law in 
order to serve the greater justice have been elevated to 
a heroic status. Modern audiences still embrace stories 
of men who broke the law as a way of life. In reality, 
the outlaws of medieval England had much more in 
common with a modern Mafioso than they did with 
the gallant hero of Anglo-Saxon legend. Outlaws often 
survived by exploiting the peasantry, and the most 
successful often relied upon powerful connections to 
shelter them from prosecution. The professional crimi
nal was more likely to be a member of the landed gen
try than a champion of the downtrodden peasants and 
often acted in concert with local nobility, usually as a 
hired thug. Life on the fringes of medieval England 
could indeed be a difficult one, but the true outlaw 
was able to thrive both outside of society and within 
it. The men who made their living defying the law of 
the realm remain a fascinating aspect and have left a 
legacy of lawlessness that is well worth investigation. 

To be declared an outlaw, a man must have been 
accused of a crime or misdemeanor; a private suit of 
purely civil character was not enough. If a man was 
suspected of being an accessory to a crime and failed 
to appear in an audience before a judge, he was de
clared an outlaw. Even after a man had been accused 
of manslaughter and acquitted, if it was brought to 
light that he had took to flight in fear of justice, he still 
may have been subject to many of the legal penalties 
awaiting an outlaw. 

In the world of medieval England, the conse
quences for criminal action could be extremely harsh. 
The outlaw most often faced the justice of the trail
baston, commissions that were first given to selected 
justices in 1304, during the reign of Edward I. Their 
purpose was to deal with a crisis in public order, by 
enquiring into violent crimes and punishing not only 
the perpetrators but those more powerful and shad
owy figures who instigated such crimes and shielded 
the criminals from justice (Spraggs). In a criminal law
suit in the time of Edward I, the judge explained that 
the law is this: if the thief has taken anything 

worth more than twelve pence, or if he has been con
demned several times for little, and the total may be 
worth twelve pence or more, he ought to be hanged: 
"The law wills that he shall be hanged by the neck" 
(Jusserand 143). An outlaw lost all of his legal rights 
and could be turned in to the authorities by anyone at 
anytime. In the parlance of the times, 11outlaws bore 
wolves heads, which may be cut off by anyone with 
impunity." (qtd, in Jusserand 144). The outlaw lost 
all property and rights and any contract he was party 
to fell void. His chattels came under the possession 
of the King, and any land he owned would often be 
restored to the chief lord in the surrounding territo
ries. With penalties like these, it is easy to see how 
being accused of a single crime or misdemeanor could 
swiftly lead to a life on the lam. After being declared 
an outlaw, men turned to brigandage out of necessity. 
Many men turned to thievery as a means of survival 
while evading authorities. 

The sentence of outlawry often led to a life of 
wandering. Many outlaws, thieves, and malefactors of 
all kinds fled to the forest to seek refuge from justice. 
For a man looking to find asylum, the English woods, 
almost impossible to police during the Middle Ages, 
offered an excellent haven. Most outlaws could easily 
access the forest, which offered about as much protec
tion as fleeing to another continent. "The Nut Brown 
Maid," A piece of English poetry dating from fifteenth 
century, describes the life of an outlaw forced to seek 
refuge in the woods: brambles, snow, hail, rain; no 
soft bed; for a roof the leaves alone: 

nThe snow, the frost, the rain, 
The cold, the heat; for dry or wete, 
We must lodge on the plain; 
And, us above, no other roof 
But a brake bush or twain" (172-176) 

While this may not sound exactly like a thief's 
paradise, it was definitely preferable to the alterna
tive: a date with the gallows, "hanged to be / and 
wayver with the wynde" (The Nut Brown Maid 147-
148). 

The woods were not the only refuge available to 
the man fleeing prosecution. Throughout Europe, the 
right of sanctuary was observed; a criminal who was 
able to escape to·a church could claim refuge therein 
and could not be taken into custody. In the Middle 
Ages, the church was a world unto itself and anyone 
who crossed its threshold was under the protection of 
God. It was considered sinful and a violation of holy 
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sanctity to use armed force to remove a man after he 
claimed the right of sanctuary. In theory, sanctuary 
was limited to those who killed or injured by accident. 
Deliberate killers, habitual criminals, and convicts 
should have been excluded, but English church re
cords from Durham and Beverly reveal that thieves, 
debtors, and all manner of criminal were among the 
ranks of the sanctuary seekers. This abuse of the right 
of sanctuary often vexed the civic authorities who 
were often forced to find a way around ecclesiastical 
law. Such a case arose in London in 1402. John Gifford 
had fled to a church following the accusation against 
him of robbery. That night he briefly left the church in 
order to visit a public latrine. On his way back, he was 
seized by the sheriff's men (Dean lll)_ Convicted crimi
nals sometimes used churches as bases for attacks 
and raids against the surrounding areas. The com
mon response was to surround the church in order to 
starve the criminal out or apprehend him as soon as 
he stepped foot off of holy ground. 

Many outlaws were able to find security in yet 
another custom of medieval society. Powerful lords 
often maintained criminal knights and gentlemen, 
and those who the lord supported often acted as his 
private army. This lord ijnd retainer relationship was 
symbolized by granting liveries or capes of the lord's 
colors to a man of lesser rank which was representa
tive of their aristocratic connections. Many retainers 
used their associations with the nobility to further 
their criminal careers. They regarded liveries as li
censes to carry weapons and armor, and to behave 
in a generally lawless manner. A lord with enough 
retainers under his command had the equivalent of 
a personal militia and was almost totally immune to 
local authority and, as such, regarded himself above 
the law. This practice became so widespread that even 
the lesser nobility were able to accumulate a personal 
power base of men who were ready and willing to do 
his bidding. There are records of gangs of retainers 
terrorizing the local peasantry and "liberating" land 
from neighboring lords all in the name of their lord. 
The maintenance of criminals was considered illegal 
in medieval England, and both Edward III and Rich
ard II attempted to curb the practice of accumulating 
large numbers of retainers but were, on the whole, 
unsuccessful in controlling the aristocracy. 

The problem that the English king had controlling 
the nobility and their retainers was indicative of the 
English gentry and aristocracy's extensive involve
ment in crime and outlawry. In thirteenth century 
England, not a single knight or lord has been found 
among 3,500 persecuted killers (Dean 31), but various 
other written records from the period suggest that the 
nobility were not exempt from violence. Although 

the nobility were rarely prosecuted for their crimes, 
there are many well documented cases of gentlemen 
outlaws and even criminal bishops. These men fell 
into two categories, those who used their influence 
to terrorize the locality and exploit the peasantry in 
order to gain property or influence over neighboring 
rivals; and those who happened to fall on the wrong 
side of a property dispute or power struggle (Dean 
32). Both types of men would likely have fallen into a 
similar pattern of brigandage after initially declared 
outlaws. The noblemen who committed a felony had 
a distinct advantage over a peasant who had com
mitted that same felony, namely the noblemen was 
much more likely to obtain and receive pardon for his 
crimes. Noblemen also benefited from powerful ties 
and personal allegiances that a peasant would not be 
privy to. On the whole, the gentleman outlaw was far 
more successful al evading capture and profiting from 
their crimes. 

Certain members of the English gentry even 
graduated from brigandage to organized crime. The 
problem of criminal gangs was especially acute in 
the early years of the reign of Edward Ill. Robber 
barons such as Thomas de Lisle the Bishop of Ely and 
Sir John Molyns exploited their aristocratic power in 
order to run personal criminal enterprises. Criminal 
gangs such as the Folvilles and the Coterels had free 
reign over a large part of the country. These were no 
common criminals but "gentlemen," probably the 
younger sons of landed gentry, who, when they were 
not committing crimes such as robbery, extortion, and 
murder, often by hire, were serving in Edward Ill's 
wars in Scotland and France while holding public of
fice as bailiffs and even rrnnisters of parliament. 

John de Fol ville, lord of Ashby-Fol ville, Leiches
tershire and of Teigh, Rutland, had seven sons. Upon 
his death in 1310, his manor was passed to his young
er son John, who went on lo live the conventional life 
of a rural lord. The rest of his sons went on to terror
ize Leicestershire and the surrounding areas. Eustace 
Folville, the eldest and apparently the most violent 
of the brothers, with five murders and scores of other 
felonies to his credit, was the alleged leader (Capita/is 

de Societate) of the loose confederacy. The Folvilles 
were first outlawed after being implicated as accom
plices in the murder of Roger Bellers, a baron of the 
exchequer, in 1326 (Stones 119). The Folvilles and their 
confederates then went on to commit a host of robber
ies, rapes, beatings, and extortions in a criminal career 
that spanned a period of twenty years (Keen 197). 
One of their most notable crimes was the kidnapping 
and ransoming of Richard Willoughby, a justice of the 
King's Bench. Willoughby was held until the King 
paid a ransom of 1,300 marks, an exorbitant 
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sum for that period of time (Stones 122). The Folvilles 
capitalized on the political instability of the time. Af
ter the triumph of the Mortimer regime in 1327 and 
Edward H's deposition, their crimes in the reign of the 
late King were officially forgotten (Keen 198). Eustace 
obtained forgiveness in return for the obligatory ser
vice he had rendered in the King's wars in Scotland. 
He died in 1347 as a knight of good standing. Robert 
Folville met a slightly different end. He had been 
named Rector of the church of Teigh, Rutland. In 1340, 
a commission was appointed to arrest him, and he 
was forced to barricade himself in his rectory. After 
killing one of his persuaders and wounding others 
with arrows shot from the church, he was dragged out 
and beheaded by Sir Robert Colville, the keeper of the 
peace (Stones 117). 

Another prominent fourteenth century criminal 
gang centered on the younger sons of Ralph Coterel, 
a minor member of the landed gentry. Reportedly 
led by James Coterel, this medieval crime family ran 
a successful criminal enterprise in Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire. The first recorded reference to the 
Coterel gang comes in 1328 when James, John, and 
Nicholas Coterel and their lieutenant Roger le Sau
vage, acting under the instigation of one Robert Ber
nard, a teacher at the University of Oxford, raided the 
Bakewell church, took 10 shillings from the offerings 
and assaulted the vicar, Walter Can (Bellamy 698). The 
Coterels and their general, Robert le Sauvage, often 
employed extortion as a means to support themselves 
while on the lam, often using threats of violence to ex
act sums of money from neighboring villages. James 
himself was accused of extorting 100 shillings from 
Ralph Murimouth at Bakewell. In another instance, 
Robert le Sauvage sent an ultimatum to William 
Arnyas, Mayor of Nottingham and the second richest 
man in town to pay the societatis of gentz sauvages a 
sum of 20 £ or have all his holdings outside of Not
tingham burned to the ground (Bellamy 706). In their 
later life, many of the Coterel family and their con
federates were able to secure pardons through forced 
military service in Scotland, and one brother Nicho
las Coterel spent his later career in the service of the 
crown as Queen Phillippa' s bailiff of the High Peak . 

Undoubtedly spurred on by greed and a sense of 
aristocratic propriety, these criminal gangs often de
veloped organized hierarchies and even laws. These 
gangs were often organized as a federation of a num
ber of lesser units under one overall command rather 
than one large cohesive structure. The men who led 
these organizations often regarded themselves above 
the law; some even considered themselves self-styled 
monarchs. The only surviving written threat from 

outlaw kings such as these commands the name of 
"Lionel, King of the Rout of Raveners," and demands 
that that the parson of Burton Agnes remove a priest 
from his office in the vicarage and replace him with a 
rival claimant. This is an obvious attempt to exercise 
"royal" power by a man who felt he was exempt from 
the law. 

Modern folklore has elevated the outlaw to myth
ic proportions. In reality, the life of a medieval outlaw 
could be harsh and penalties for lawlessness were 
strict. Many times, criminal acts were not a form of so
cial rebellion, and were rarely committed with a sense 
of social justice in mind. It is rare to find an outlaw 
who would risk his neck to steal from the rich, only to 
give it to the poor. Many men turned to outlawry out 
of necessity and others were motivated by local con
flicts or greed. These men can teach the astute histo
rian many things about medieval society and to what 
extent it enforced (or did not enforce) its laws. The 
outlaw endures today as a reflection of what it means 
to live life on the fringes of society. 

Editor's Note: This is a final research paper written for His
tory 356. 
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The effects of 
native canopy tree 
cover on Fountain 
grassl (Pennisetum 
setaceum) biomass in 
NorthKona 
D. Kai'ena Bishaw II 

Background and Introduction 

Legend and History of Ka'upulehu 

Hainoia, Hualalai' s summit crater, is considered 
the ancestral home of Ku and his wife, Hina. They 
were the gods of bountiful harvest, success in fishing, 
and the assurance of future generations. The volcanic 
eruption in 1801 has two colorful legendary explana
tions. 

The first attributed the eruption to Pele's jealousy 
of Kamehameha the Great's prosperous land and sea 
resources. Pele, the Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes, 
felt that Kamehameha had not honored her sufficient
ly; so she started a lava flow that eliminated all the 
fish and breadfruit in the district. Kamehameha had 
to offer sacrifices to Pele in order to stop the lava flow. 

The second version of this volcanic eruption 
tells of two girls, Pahinahina and Kolomu'o, roasting 
breadfruit when Pele visited them. Only Pahinahina 
showed the goddess aloha by offering her some of 
the cooked breadfruit. Later that night, the volcano 
erupted and destroyed the village where the girls 
lived, but it spared the home of Pahinahina. 

One of the oldest legends tells of a great Chief-
ess and her many people who lived on the lands of 
Ka'upiilehu, Kukio, and Maniniowali prior to the time 
Pele took possession of the area. The area suffered a 
great drought and the chiefess sought an explanation 
from her kahuna (priest). Following the kahuna's ad
vice, she performed purifying rituals, and her brother 
Kane, who was a god, appeared to help her. Kane had 
the people prepare an imu (underground oven), 

and when it was ready, Kane lay down in the imu 
and had the people cover him with the leaves, dirt, 
and branches that would normally cover the food. 
While the people were still covering the imu, Kane ap
peared from below in the sea and ordered the people 
to uncover the imu. When the imu was opened, it 
was heaped with cooked food, saving the lives of the 
people. Where he appeared in the sea, the opening 
became a bubbling spring, and it was called the Water 
of Kane. The name Ka'upiilehu is thought to be a con
traction of Ka-'imupulehu A-ke Alma or the oven in 
which God was roasted. 

The interpretation of the name Ka'upulehu varies 
between legend and history with history presenting 
a different meaning. The present land division was 
originally called Manuahi, meaning firebird, while the 
present name, Ka'ilpillehu, means roasted breadfruit. 

Introduction 

As the Ka'upulehu landscape slopes toward the 
summit, moisture increases, and the remnants of the 
receding dry forest cling to a fragile existence. Genera
tions of harvest have altered the landscape of the Wao 
Lama. Beginning at the 800-foot level, the indigenous 
lama, a member of the persimmon family, ripens with 
the sun as food and medicine. Lama hardwood is 
used to on the altar of Hula, where an uncarved block 
pays homage to the goddess of dance. The threatened 
native dracaena called halapepe, the endangered 'aiea 
with its fragrant blossoms, the endangered kauila 
with its sturdy wood for implements, and the endan
gered uhiuhi of which fewer than 100 trees remain in 
Hawai'i's wilds, are among the plants of Ka'upulehu 
wao lama. 'A'ali'i, a common shrub used as a hard
wood, dye, and medicine, and delicate, pale 'ilima 
blossoms, strung into fine lei that honored Laka, the 
goddess of dance, are among the plants of the Wao 'Il
ima. In this hot, arid plain of the leeward savannahs 
and grasslands, the scarcity of water causes plants to 
grow like shrubs. 

After an introduction of an alien grass specie 
known simply as fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) 
for ornamental use in flower arrangements, this grass 
took over and gained control of the remaining once 
diverse dry land forest ecosystem. 

These alien grasses are capable of reducing bio
logical diversity and altering ecosystem functioning 
by increasing the probability, rate of speed, and inten
sity of fire in ecosystems that they invade. In Hawai'i, 
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as in other parts of the world, fires fueled by alien 
grasses have converted intact, native-dominated for
ests into alien-dominated grasslands. This paper spec
ulates that cost-effective fountain grass management 
techniques and presence of native overstory canopy 
trees will reduce fire hazard by reducing the rates of 
production of alien grasses, and facilitate restoration 
activities by providing a favorable micro
climate for native dry forests species. To 
date, fuel characteristics of these alien 
grasses have not been well studied, partic
ularly with respect to how fuel characteris
tics under tree canopies might differ from 
those away from canopies. Results from 
this study may provide important informa
tion that will help us develop methods for 
restoring severely degraded landscapes on 
a much larger scale. 

This research was conducted within 
the Ka'upulehu Preserve. This preserve is located 
approximately 17 km northeast of Kailua-Kona at 
the 600-meter elevation, and contains two adjacent 
dry forest remnants that are actively managed by the 
Dry Forest Working Group. This Working Group 
includes government and non-governmental agen
cies, scientists, landowners, local citizens, and native 
Hawaiians, and has been actively conducting dry for
est preservation, restoration, and outreach programs 
for over 10 years. Despite these efforts, most of the 
understory of the entire North Kona region of the 
island of Hawai'i is dominated by fountain grass, an 
alien perennial bunchgrass first seen in the Hawaiian 
Islands in 1914. Fountain grass is a globally distrib
uted, phenotypically plastic, fire promoting, highly 
invasive, C4 African bunchgrass that has completely 
dominated and transformed a formerly extensive and 
diverse forested ecosystem on the dry, leeward side of 
the island of Hawai'i. 

Objective 

To determine the impact of native tree cover on 
the amount and quality (i.e., biomass, live/dead ratio) 
of fountain grass. 

Methodology 

Comparison of Fountain Grass Biomass 

This objective was addressed by measuring the 
light under and away from the forest canopy using 
a line quantum sensor (LI-191, LI-COR Inc., Lincoln 
NB). The plots were selected based upon the percent 
reduction of light. The following research plots were 
selected and compared; 1) four plots with dense can-

opy (60-80% light reduction), four plots with a lesser 
degree of canopy cover (40-60%), and four plots with
out any tree cover (0%). Each research plot area was 
10m2 in which one randomly selected 1 m2 of fountain 
grass was harvested per plot. A comparison of the 
fountain grass biomass between under and away from 
native canopy was studied and evaluated (See Table). 

Treatment 
(%light 

reduction) N 

Total Biomass (g) 

Mean SE 

Live (g) 

Mean SE 

Dead (g) 

Mean SE 

0 4 

1703.3 

3 224.18 

60.1 

296.77 5 1406.56 180.61 

40-60 4 750.62 262.93 

65.0 

176.54 5 574.09 204.66 

60-80 4 624.87 350.86 

78.4 

165.99 1 458.89 279.38 

Results 

Comparison of Total Biomass 

There is a significant effect of the treatment on 
fountain grass biomass based on Analysis of Variance 
(ANOVA) with a P-value of less than 0.001. The plots 
with no light reduction from the tree canopy (i.e., 
plots in the open, 0%) have approximately twice the 
weight of total fountain grass compared to plots with 
40-60% and 60-80% canopy light reduction (See Table). 
Using a Tukey-Kramer test (Comparison of Means 
Test) with a P-value less than 0.01, the plots with no 
light reduction from the canopy (0%) were signifi
cantly different from the plots with 40-60, and 60-80 % 
light reduction from trees, however there was no sig
nificant difference between 40-60% and 60-80%. 

Comparison of Live Biomass 

Based upon an ANOVA test with P-value of< 
0.02, the percentage of live biomass was significantly 
different between treatments (see Table). Close to 50% 
of the total biomass in plots under tree canopy (40-
60%, and 60-80%) was considered live, compared with 
less than 25% in grass collected from the open plots. 
Using the Tukey-Kramer test with a P-value of< 0.05, 
only the open plots were significantly different from 
the 60-80% treatment. In other words, there was more 
percentage of live (green) grass biomass in the plots 
with the densest forest cover. And more dry, fire fuel 
biomass in the unforested plots. 
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Implications of this research 

This research helped us understand the important 
role that native woodlands play in reducing the risk 
and spread of fire. This is achieved by altering the 
productivity of alien grasses and creating a microhabi
tat more suitable to less flammable native shrubs and 
herbs. In general, the success of flammable C, grasses 
such as fountain grass is largely due to their high pho
tosynthetic capacity which requires high light levels, 
low stomatal conductance, and low nutrient require
ments, all factors which are characteristic of burned 
environments (Knapp & Medina 1999). Because na
tive tree canopies are able to reduce air temperatures, 
decrease wind speed, increase relative humidity, 
increase soil moisture, and decrease light levels (Loik 
& Hall 1999), they offer a fuel treatment method that 
will reduce alien grass fuel loadings and fire hazards 
while promoting invasive species control and native 
species re-establishment. 

End Note 

Born of Volcanic soil and shaped by evolution, 
Hawai'i's native forests are rich storehouses of bio
logical diversity. Biological diversity refers to the 
variety of life forms on Earth, from genes to species to 
ecosystems. It is this genetic variation that allows liv
ing things to survive change by adapting to different 
physical and biological conditions. Biodiversity plays 
a critical role in providing foods and medicines and is 
essential to maintaining the ecological process upon 
which life depends. Plants, animals, and microorgan
isms are the cogs within natural systems that regulate 
climate and atmosphere, purify water and air, and 
maintain soil systems. A biological diverse forest eco
system provides backup support for essential biologi
cal functions. Thus, in the same way that a diversified 
stock portfolio enables an investor to weather sudden 
shocks to the financial market, a diversified ecosystem 
allows a forest to recover from natural disasters like 
drought, fire, and disease. When we lose our native 
forests, we lose the important ecological services they 
provide, as well as a big part of the collective natural 
and cultural heritage of our islands. The quality of 
our environment and our quality of life are dimin
ished. So, too, is the quality of life that we pass on to 
our children. 

Editor's Note: This is an Internship Report written for 
NSCI 399. 
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Why The First Stanza 
of We Are Seven? 
Jarmila Ruzicka 

William Wordsworth wrote We Are Seven on a 
walk from Alfoxden to Lenton, one late spring after
noon in 1798. He was accompanied by his sister Doro
thy and his good friend Samuel Taylor Coleridge; on 
his pilgrimage he also composed part of The Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner, as well as other poems in Lyrical 
Ballads. We Are Seven was inspired by a little girl he 
met in the area of Goodrich Castle (Wordsworth on 
Wordsworth's notes). My analysis incorporates the au
thor's description of how the poem came about with 
an emphasis on discussing the poem's first stanza, 
and the supernatural theme. 

Wordsworth had originally written the last line 
of this stanza first. As he describes, in his journey at 
the grove of Alfoxden, he worked his way backwards 
to the beginning of the poem (Wordsworth on Word
sworth's Notes). When the poem was almost finished, 
he asked Coleridge to help him form an introductory 
stanza. And so Coleridge proposed, according to 
Wordsworth: 

A little child, dear brother Jem, 
That lightly draws its breath, 

And feels its life in every limb, 
What should it know of death? 

(Coleridge, published Wordsworth in Wordsworth's 
notes; 111-. Version 1798-1805) 

Wordsworth found this first stanza humorous but 
inappropriate, for "Jem" is their friend James T~ 
and the use of his name in the stanza may have made 
Jem feel awkward. Coleridge felt that the use of "Jem" 
would be appropriate, for James' sister, a dramatist, 
resembled the little girl at the cottage. However, 
Wordsworth replaced "Jim" for "Jem" (Wordsworth 
on Wordsworth's Notes): 

A simple child, dear brother Jim1, 

That lightly draws its breath, 
And feels its life in every limb, 
What should it know of death? 

(Wordsworth, version: 1805) 

This was the original stanza, although "dear 
brother Jim" is often omitted in the later editions of 
the poem (Graver and Tetraut). 

If we take a look at the rest of the poem before an
alyzing the first stanza, it would help us understand 
what brought Coleridge to create this stanza. The ear
lier version of the second and third stanzas introduces 
the girl whom he met that day: 

I met a little cottage girl, 
She was eight years old, she said; 

Her hair was thick with many a curl 
That cluster'd round her head. 
She had a rustic, woodland air, 

And she was wildly clad; 
Her eyes were fair, and very fair, 

--Her beauty made me glad 

(Wordsworth; II: 5-12) 

The little girl is described as very simple, natural 
being; someone for whom Wordsworth feels a kind of 
empathy. 

The fifth and sixth stanzas describe the interac
tion between Wordsworth's character's approach and 
interaction with the little "cottage girl." The little girl's 
character is consistent with her fresh appearance, and 
her responses reveal her to be a fresh thinker: 

"Sisters and brothers, little maid, 
How many may you be?" 

"How many? Seven in all," she said, 
And wondering looked at me. 

"And where are they, I pray you tell?" 
She answered, "Seven are we, 

And two of us at Conway dwell, 
And two are gone to sea." 

"Two of us in the church-yard lie, 
My sister and my brother, 

And in the church-yard cottage, I 
Dwell near them with my mother." 

(Wordsworth; II: 13-25; general version) 

The little girl replies as if her siblings have been 
and are always there. It is a noteworthy detail that on 
the same day Wordsworth wrote this poem he was 
also writing parts of The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
(Wordsworth, Wordsworth Notes). Some thoughts are 
shared by both works, such as men at sea and the 
concept of death. As an anti-deist, Wordsworth found 
inspiration in the superior power of nature. 
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His thoughts were also inspired by the supernatural 
theme and by Shelvock's Voyage which he was reading 
that day '(Wordsworth). The little girl assures him 
that there is still life in her dead siblings. The char
acter questioning the girl implies that just as there is 
in life in her limbs, she finds that same life in her sib
lings: 

A little child, dear brother Jem, 
That lightly draws its breath, 

And feels its life in every limb, 
What should it know of death? 

(Wordsworth, 11:1 -4; version 1805.) 

To verify the narrator's analysis of the girl's per
spective on the subject of life after death, she confirms 
her outlook by commenting that the grass on top of 
her siblings' graves is still green: 

"You n1n about, my little maid, 
Your limbs they are alive; 

If two are in the church-yard laid, 
Then ye are only five." 

"Their graves are green, they may be seen/' 
The little Maid replied, 

"Twelve steps or more from my mother's door, 
And they are side by side." 

(Wordsworth, 11: 33-40; common version) 

The little girl's reply assures the reader that her 
siblings, even though dead, are still alive! 

The element of mystery can be perceived with the 
last stanza, the same stanza from which the rest of the 
poem develops, for the last stanza was written first. 
The little girl denies that her brother and sister are 
dead and that their spirits are in heaven: 

"But they are dead; those two are dead! 
Their spirits are in heaven11 

'Twas throwing words away; for still 
The little Maid would have her will, 

And said, "Nay, we are seven!" 

(Wordsworth, 11: 65-69, common version) 

This last stanza covers perfectly the spirit of 
Wordsworth's afternoon walk. The theme of the day 
is the supernatural (Wordsworth, Wordsworth Notes). 
The girl's belief that her siblings still play a part in her 
life, and are perhaps themselves alive, strongly rein
forces the supernatural by emphasiziug the possibility 
of physical life after death. 

It is easy to understand the rapidity with which 
Coleridge composed the first stanza. His ideas are 
clearly indicated in the following two stanzas, the 
main subject of which is life after death: 

"You run about, my little maid, 
Your limbs they are alive; 

If two are in the church-yard laid, 
Then ye are only five." 

"Their graves are green, they may be seen," 
The little Maid replied, 

"Twelve steps or more from my mother's door, 
And they are side by side." 

(Wordsworth, 11: 33-40; common version) 

Clearly the little girl believes her siblings' limbs 
are as alive as her own; and the nature of her replies is 
strong, natural and self-ensured. Now we can return 
to the initial part of the poem, Coleridge's first stanza, 
and understand how he came upon the last two lines: 

A little child, dear brother Jem, 
That lightly draws its breath, 

And feels its life in every limb, 
What should it know of death? 

(Coleridge borrowed by Wordsworth in: Wordsworth's 
notes; 111-. Version 1798-1805Coleridge) 

Satisfied with his friend's creative work, Word
sworth included it in his poem, and used the better 
introduction (Wordsworth on Wordsworth's Notes). 

It is difficult to read the poet's mind, to analyze 
his thoughts and understand his interpretation of the 
poem. Thanks to the author's notes, we are not only 
able to find deeper meanings within the poem, such 
as the theme of the supernatural, but also to under
stand some of the author's intentions. When writing 
this poem, Wordsworth's imagination was focused on 
the supernatural, thus explaining the little girl's broth
ers being both dead and alive. The usage of the sea, 
death, and mariners, concepts found in The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner, were also thoughts Wordsworth care
fully composed and used in the poem We Are Seven. 
It is important to note, as previously mentioned, that 
the main character of the poem was an actual little 
girl Wordsworth met on his journey that late spring 
afternoon. 

The poem's first stanza is incorporated perfectly 
into the rest of the poem---and it was written by an
other writer, Coleridge. Also, the whole poem evolved 
and changed through the seven different editions that 
were made within the decade after the first writing. 
All of this information encourages the reader to accept 
other interpretations of the actual happenings of the 
poem, as well as things like the theme of the super
natural. 

Editor's Note: This is a personal essay written for English 
442. 
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(FOOTNOTES) 

111dear brother Jim" , is omitted in most versions. 
Seven versions of the poem were made. Informa
tion on the changes from the version of 1798, 1800, 
1802, and 1805 editions can be found at: Variant 
Map of We Are Seven. http://is.dal.ca/~tetro/ 
ww2/wer7 /w7cf 100.htrn Most of these changes in
volve punctuation, capitalization and spelling. And the 
bersionf of 1805, 1815, 1837, 1836 editions http:// 
is.dal.ca/~tetro/ww2/wer7 /w7cf 200.htm Where 
the changes in diction take place. 

2 Such describes the author himself, on his notes from 
the poem 
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The English Language is Full of Quirks 

The English language certainly has some strange 
quirks that cause endless problems (and opportuni
ties) for aspiring writers, students, and anyone who 
uses or interprets our written language. Why is it 
that modern readers of English have difficulty un
derstanding English that was written a few hundred 
years ago when readers of modern Chinese can eas
ily understand what their ancestors wrote 2000 years 
ago? How did the basic characteristics of English 
become its ever-changing nature, constant growth, 
and rather vague generalities? And how did the lowly 
little comma become the most misused component of 
the written language? 

Ever wonder why some words that sound the 
same are spelled differently while words that are 
spelled the same have different pronunciations and 
meanings? Consider the following sentences: "I will 
pare the pair of pears." And "Since there is no time 
like the present, I decided to present the present." 
And what kind of logic is used in a language where 

girl, curl, and pearl all rhyme, but comb, tomb, and 
bomb do not? 

It is not just a few odd words that cause problems; 
the way they are grouped together changes their 
meanings: 

Time flies like an arrow. 
Fruit flies like an apple. 

This is one of the main reasons why computer 
programs like SpellCheck and GrammarCheck are of 
such limited help when it comes to written English. 
These idiosyncrasies of the English language can 
be enchanting or exasperating, depending on one's 
perspective. Where else can your house burn up as 
it burns down, you fill out a form by filling it in, an 
alarm goes off by going on, and you can ship freight 
by truck and cargo by ship? And how did priceless 
come to mean the opposite of worthless when some
thing's fair price is its worth? 

The problem is that English is not like math or 
chemistry; you cannot learn the language by learning 
the rules that govern its use and then applying them. 
"Language, unlike matter of the physical universe, 
does not operate under constant laws" (Perrin & 
Smith, 1966, p.5). Living languages are evolving sys
tems with more ncurrent conventions" than laws and 
the current use is the correct use: 11 

••• that is, that usage 
and social acceptance determine correctness" (Web
ster, 1988, p. xv). And of all languages, English may 
well be the fastest growing and evolving. 

For example, dear English readers, which of the 
following sentences makes the most sense? (1) "Un 
violent typhon frappe le Japan: quatre marts." Or (2) 
"Werodes wisa, wordhord onleac." The first is mod
ern French from an Internet headline (2.canoe, 2003) 
and the second is Old English from Beowulf, 900 AD 
(Gorrell & Laird, 1976, p. 275). Puzzled? A translation 
helps a bit: (1) A violent typhoon whips Japan: four 
dead, and (2) The leader of the band unlocked the 
word hoard. Many English readers can sort out an 
educated guess from the French. Un is near universal 
for one, violent is a word English has "borrowed" (are 
we going to give it back?) from the French, typhon 
is close enough to typhoon, frappe is a setting on a 
blender-so it has to do with mix or whip, Japan is a 
foreign spelling of Japan, quatre contains the Latin 
root of four, and mart the root of death, as in mortal 
and mortician. The Old English, however, offers no 
clues to its meaning and even the translation is un-
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clear. What is a "word hoard?" Gorrell & Laird (1976) 
define it as a "vocabulary" so that "unlocked the word 
hoard" could mean "began to speak." 

Although the Old English of Beowulf is decipher
able only by experts, Chaucer's Middle English Can
terbury Tales also requires a glossary and a grammar 
guide. The first two lines from The Canterbury Tales: 

"Whan that Aprill with his shoures soote 
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote," 

Translation: 

"When April with its sweet smelling showers 
Has pierced the drought of March to the root" 

(Benson, 2001). 

Even the Early Modern English of Shakespeare is 
difficult. From Othello, only 400 years ago: "Nine, or 
ten times, I thought to t'haus yerk'd him here vnder 
the Ribbes." (Wikipedia, 2003). No translation is of
fered, but Iago is speaking to Othello about murder 
and it appears he thought of stabbing someone. 

Not only is English constantly changing; it is 
constantly growing. English speakers readily adopt 
words from other languages. Everyone knows what 
a fiance is but many will stumble on the English be
trothed. With well over a million words, English is 
the largest language on Earth (Webster, 1988). Being 
a huge and evolving language does not necessarily 
make the English language a monster. Perhaps the 
quirks of tl1e language simply reflect the vagrancies of 
human nature. 

A Brief History of Writing 

We all begin speaking before we begin to write 
and humanity has been speaking far longer than it has 
been writing. The earliest known examples of actual 
writing are Sumerian logographs from about 4000 BC. 
These were simple pictures of objects and symbols 
representing quantities and time periods. (For tax re
cords!) About 2000 BC, the Phoenicians developed a 
system of symbols to represent the spoken language, 
the first alphabet. This alphabet consisted entirely of 
capitalized consonants and there was no punctua-
tion or even spaces between the words. This sentence 
would have looked like this: THSSNTNCWLDHVLK
DLKTHS Try and sound that out. 

The Greeks added vowels to the alphabet about 
1000 BC, making the words much more clear. Al
though they still had no punctuation or word spac
ing, this is basically the system we use today and is 
considered to be one of humanity's greatest achieve
ments. The Greeks also brought punctuation along 
about 200 BC, and upper and lower case letters 

around 700 AD. What may be the greatest improve
ment toward ease of use came about 900 AD with the 
spaces between individual words. Before this innova
tion, readers had to sound the words out by speaking 
them aloud, now most could read silently (All dates 
and facts from Live Ink, 2001). This innovation prob
ably came about not just because of the difficulty in 
reading, but because of the greater difficulty of teach
ing students to recognize the individual words in the 
string of letters. 

Word spacing and punctuation certainly have 
made enormous progress in the understanding of the 
written language but confusion has also proliferated 
as more complex ideas could now be written and 
many people underestimate the power of the lowly 
comma in altering the meaning of written sentences. 
Keep in mind this simple example of what commas 
can do: "Kitty claimed Puppy made the puddle" and 
"Kitty, claimed Puppy, made the puddle." The mean
ing of the sentences is reversed by a couple of com
mas. This has led to the widespread advice of "When 
in doubt, leave them out" because many college stu
dents tend to use too many commas rather than too 
few, perhaps because they think it makes their writing 
look more academic or shows their deep, complex 
tl1inking. 

The Problem With Commas 

Yes, commas reign supreme in creating confusion 
as they rain down upon the written word although 
attempts to rein them in are having some effect. 
The trend today is toward less commas and other 
punctuation, especially in newsprint. In Punctuate 
It Right!, Harry Shaw cites a study that counted the 
punctuation marks in 100 consecutive sentences in 
newspapers and magazines. The study found that in 
the New York Times of 1851, 195 commas appeared in 
100 consecutive sentences. A hundred and ten years 
later, in 1961, 125 commas appeared. Similar numbers 
appeared in Harper's Magazine: 175 commas per 100 
sentences in 1851 and 118 in 1961 (Shaw, 1963). This 
is a considerable reduction and is not caused by some 
bias against commas, but by the realization of editors 
and careful writers that sentences requiring consider
able internal punctuation are overly complex and sinl
ply should be rephrased. This is common advice for 
comma problems. 

But before you dispense with commas altogether, 
however, remember that commas are required for 
clarity. This need for clarity is especially necessary 
in legal documents such as warranties. Consider the 
plight of the high-rise building owner with a broken 
elevator. The elevator warranty read: "This company 
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shall repair or replace worm and gear bearings and 
housings." It was the worm and gear that wore out, 
not their bearings or housings. His attorney ruefully 
explained that he should have signed a contract that 
read: "This company will repair or replace worm 
and gear, bearings and housings" (Romm, 1984). The 
owner was responsible for thousands of dollars in re
pair costs plus attorney's fees, all because of a missing 
little comma. 

More important issues than money can hinge on a 
misplaced comma. Michigan recently discovered that 
its state constitution inadvertently legalized slavery. 
Section 8, Article 2, read: 11Neither slavery or involun
tary servitude, unless for the punishment of a crime, 
shall ever be tolerated in this state". Technically, this 
says slavery will be tolerated for the punishment of a 
crime. It was decided to move the comma from after 
servitude and place it after slavery (Bernstein, 1965 
p. 360). Bernstein offers another example of how a 
comma can change the meaning of a sentence: 

A) What's the latest dope? (dope equals information) 

B) What's the latest, dope?(, dope equals you, dum
my) (Bernstein, 1965, p. 360). 

So what is the average college writer to do? Most 
of us are not English majors and do not know apposi
tives and gerunds from a hole in the ground. Still, 
we want to present our ideas and conclusions in the 
numerous reports and papers we are required to write 
with as much clarity and readability as possible. For
get about trying to find a simple and complete rule 
list; there isn't one. And the rulebooks? Take note, 
they are called styleboolcs. The many "conventions" 
have so many exceptions that they can barely even 
be called precedents. What may be the king of all the 
stylebooks, the University of Chicago's A Manual of 
Style, states in the preface: "Throughout this book it 
is assumed that no regulation contained herein is ab
solutely inviolable" (A Manual of Style, 1972, p. viii). 
And Purdue University's Online Writing Lab states in 
the first paragraph on using commas: " .. . however, in 
certain rhetorical contexts and for specific purposes, 
these rules may be broken" (OWL, 2003). The Chicago 
Manual of Style, as it is often called, continues with 
" ... the use of the comma is mainly a matter of good 
judgment with the ease of reading as the end in view" 
(A Manual of Style, 1972, p. 108). "Good judgment," 
where does one learn that? Sir Ernest Gowers, a fore
most British authority on style, wrote in The Complete 
Plain Words (London: Her Majesties Stationery Office, 
1954), "The correct use of the comma-if there is such 
a thing as correct use-can only be acquired by com
monsense, observation and taste" (Baskette & Sissors, 
1971 p. 407). It seems fittingly ironic for a couple of 

fellows almost named Scissors and Basket to write a 
book called The Art of Editing. 

The problem of identifying the conventional use 
gets more complicated the more you look into it. 
Which is the "correct conventional" use of commas 
here? 

The flag is red, white and blue. 
The flag is red, white, and blue. 

Puzzled? No wonder, for both are correct and con
ventional (Bernstein, 1965). It's just a matter of STYLE, 
and in this case, newspaper or literary (book) style. 
This type of comma is known as the serial comma 
and beware, for the serial comma stalks the grammar 
community. Choose one style or the other the authori
ties say, but be consistent. Most writers recommend 
the literary style in college writing to avoid possible 
confusion and say it is never wrong to include the last 
comma before a conjunction in a list. Look at this ex
ample: "I dedicate this book to my parents, Ayn Rand 
and God." Here, omitting the final comma suggests 
that the last two items are a special pair (an appositive 
for parents) (Lynch, 2001). The serial comma problem 
becomes more evident in this example: "We have sev
eral positions available: copywriter, ad executive, re
ceptionist and typist." How many positions are avail
able? As it is written, it could be either three or four, 
depending on whether or not the receptionist is also 
the typist. If there are four open positions, a comma 
between receptionist and typist makes this clear. Com
mas are for clarity. 

So how did commas become the most misused 
punctuation mark? Joseph Sigalas, an English profes
sor, says, "The reasons are many, but come down to 
two: 

1. The first is the misconception that the only reason 
we use commas is to signal the reader to pause. 

2. The second is the idea that there is something like 
383 rules governing commas, each more arbitrary 
than the next. There's no point in trying to master 
them all, so refer to rule #1" (Sigalas, 2001). 

The comma as pause can be a useful rule of 
thumb, but different people pause for different rea
sons in different places. Consider the first line from 
President Lincoln's famous Gettysburg Address: 
"Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in lib
erty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal." Lincoln wrote this as a speech he was 
to give before an audience and probably inserted the 
commas where he wanted to pause for effect. How
ever, 11 

•• • all three of the commas appearing in the first 
sentence might be removed by current copy edi-
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tors and experienced writers" (Shaw, 1963, p. 13). The 
comma as pause rule also fails in long sentences that 
grammatically do not call for commas even though a 
speaker could not recite the sentence without gasping 
for breath. This 57-word sentence is grammatically 
correct: "The manner in which their grandfather be
gan the tremendous task of giving away substantial 
parts of the world's greatest fortune and the way in 
which their father expanded the business of philan
thropy had a significant role in guiding the five broth
ers into new ventures intended to make the world a 
better place in which to live. -Joe Allen Morri~, Those 
Rockefeller Brothers p.133" (Perrin & Smith, 1962, p. 
155). Comma use can also be optional, as in this ex
ample offered by highly respected editor and English 
professor Harry Shaw: "Every comma in the follow
ing can be justified, but every comma could equally 
be omitted since clarity is not affected in the slightest 
degree: After the play, Martha and I went home, by 
taxicab, because we wanted, at all costs, to avoid sub
way crowds" (Shaw, 1963, p. 76). 

So keep them in or throw the little buggers out? 
Tread carefully here, for commas can change the 
meaning of a sentence in dramatic (reverse) or in very 
subtle ways. All three of the following sentences are 
correct, and all three have slightly different meanings: 

1. Her brief yet eloquent tribute appears in this 
month's journal. 

2. Her brief, yet eloquent tribute appears in this 
month's journal. 

3. Her brief, yet eloquent, tribute appears in this 
month's journal. (Einsoln, 2000). 

The differences in meaning are subtle, yet give 
varied expression to the author's "voice," and are 
what differentiate correct writing from great writing. 
The first is the least expressive and gives equal stress 
to brief and eloquent. The second is more expressive; 
it emphasizes the contrast between brief and eloquent. 
The third is the most expressive; calling attention to 
the contrast while emphasizing "yet eloquent" by sep
arating it with commas from the rest of the sentence. 

Some writers get excited about commas and their 
misuse and one may have discovered a basic cause of 
widespread punctuation and grammar errors. David 
Gagne runs an extensive website that covers many 
problems in communication and writing. Lately he 
posted a selection of metaphors and analogies from 
high school essays that is hilarious. Some examples: 

The ballerina rose gracefully en pointe and ex
tended one slender leg behind her, like a dog at a fire 
hydrant. 

She walked into my office like a centipede with 98 
missing legs. 

It hurt the way your tongue hurts after you acciden
tally staple it to the wall. (Gagne, 2003). 

But when it comes to commas, Gagne stops laugh
ing and rails against the educational system and the 
complacency of human nature that seem to say "Who 
cares?" He cares, and gets particularly excited about 
the correct use of commas when ending lists, such as 
the red, white, and blue problem. He states that punc
tuation marks are the equivalent of logical operators 
in mathematics such as+, x, and ().As an example, 

· he offers a list of five people: Jim, John, Jack, Jeff and 
Jeremy. He says commas are required to separate each 
name in the list and as it is written, Jeff and Jeremy is 
one item. So what? Reconsider the problem of com
bining the last two items in the example "To my par
ents, Ayn Rand and God." Gagne says this would be 
important to Jeff and Jeremy if this was a list of who 
was to receive an extra $100 in their paycheck: The 
first three would each get $100 while Jeff and Jeremy 
would share $100 (Gagne, 2002). 

What is most interesting is the conclusion Gagne 
reaches when searching for the cause of this confu
sion. He believes it is because humans are so intel
ligent that our brains overlook errors and inconsis
tencies to readily change nonsense into sense: "Our 
brains convert the idiotic drivel flowing from each 
other's mouths into sensible thoughts without even 
letting us know it's happening!" (Gagne, 2002). This 
explains the advice offered by many editors that no 
writer, however gifted, should edit their own work 
because they will see what they meant and not what 
they wrote. 

So if we are so smart, why can't we come up with 
a useful comma guide? Actually, they are out there. 
The stylebooks are very good, with endless examples, 
if you are familiar with the jargon and know what an 
introductory participle phrase is and can tell when 
a dependent clause is restrictive or not. Some online 
resources are less intimidating such as the Online 
Writing Lab (OWL) maintained by Purdue University 
(OWL, 2003). This extensive site covers everything 
you may want to know about writing although it 
is easy to get lost in its many corridors. For a "Cliff 
Notes" abbreviated type of site focused on commas 
try "Commas: They're Not Just for English Majors 
Anymore" (Sigalas, 2001). 

Perhaps the best thing to do is to remember what 
commas do: They separate parts of a sentence. The 
word comma comes from the Greek 11kornma," the 
root of which is "kloptein," which means "to cut off" 
(Shaw, 1963). You should be able to justify all the com
mas you use, they are not just for decoration and they 
can change the meaning of your sentences. 

72 



Here is a short list of where commas are needed "He gave his life that that cause might prevail" (A 
with examples taken from Joseph Sigalas' (2001) web Manual of Style 1972, p. 115). 
site: 

With introductory elements that orient the reader 
or set up the sentence like "Before she went in
sane, she taught English composition at the Uni
versity of Georgia." They may be only one word, 
as in "Therefore, she never was truly sane.ff Leav
ing out this comma is said to be the number one 
sentence-level error college students make. 

• When you wish to show contrast between parts of 
the sentence as in "We throw fish at college pro
fessors, not at respectable people." 

• When you are joining two independent clauses 
(each could be a complete sentence alone) and 
are using one of the coordinating conjunctions 
often referred to as FANBOYS (For, And, Nor, But, 
Or, Yet, So) to build a compound sentence like 
"Beatrice's hair started smoking during dinner, 
and it later burst into flames." Note that using the 
comma alone results in the dreaded comma splice. 

When using coordinate (equal) adjectives as in 
"We eyed the rotten, wormy tomatoes with de
light." To tell if they are equal, change the order 
or insert the word "and" between them. If the 
sentence still makes sense, use a comma between 
them. 

• Use a pair of commas with non-essential elements 
that supply additional information that could be 
placed in parenthesis or deleted without alter
ing the meaning of the sentence as in "The poemL 
written in some language I couldn't understand, 
made me want to throw the book away." 

That short list covers many of the paces commas 
pop up or should pop up, but there are numerous 
other places these little quirks appear in our writing. 
Some of the quirkiest: 

A comma can replace a repeated word or phrase 
that is omitted such as "Monday we will study 
commas and Tuesday, semicolons." 

Commas are used to indicate direct address, as in 
"What's the latest, dope?" 

• Commas may be necessary to prevent the reader 
from mistakenly joining words or phrases that are 
separate: "To George (,) Washington was home" 
or "While we eating (,) a diseased rodent ap
proached our table." 

• Commas are usually used to separate two identi
cal words in a sentence: "Whatever is, is good." 
And "Let us march in, in twos." But not always: 

That but not always clause increases exponentially 
in other places commas are used, as in introducing 
quotations. Commas are often used to introduce 
quotations such as he said, she said, followed by a 
quotation except when the quotation is long or formal 
(then use a colon), or when the quotation is an incom
plete phrase that is an essential part of the sentence 
like "She said 'Goodbye' and walked away," except 
when you want to slow down the action for effect. 
From here you need to follow Sir Ernest Gowers, who 
cautioned us "The correct use of the comma-if there 
is such a thing as correct use-can only be acquired by 
commonsense, observation, and taste" (Baskette & 
Sissors, 1971. p. 108). 

Not to worry too much though, for we are so 
intelligent that we can make sense of each other's 
writing without commonsense, observation, and taste 
when we come upon a quagmire like this in our re
search: "PROPOSITION 1.26. If two triangles have the 
two angles equal to two angles respectively, and one 
side equal to one side, namely, either the side adjoin
ing the equal angles, or that subtending one of the 
equal angles, they will also have the remaining sides 
equal lo the remaining sides and the remaining angle 
equal to the remaining angle" (IEP, 2001). Try and edit 
that! This famous mathematical theorem (proof) is 
attributed to Thales, the first math whiz from the 6th 

century BC whose grasp of geometry was far greater 
than his (or his translator's) use of the language. 

Perhaps this triangular "proof" could be the basis 
of a rule for commas: If you have three or more com
mas in a sentence, reflect for a moment and then re
write the sentence. But take all English rules with the 
proverbial grain of salt, because they may be wrong. 
Remember the old singsong from elementary school? 
I before E except after C? Is it not w<tlrd that th<tlr rule 
does not apply to science? 

Editor's Note: This is a research paper written for English 
299. 
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