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Letters from the Editors
 
 I had always wanted an editing job and was so happy to be chosen as a general editor! I am glad I am got to know 
everyone since I was hired in October. This is not to say that the process was not difficult at times; I honestly was not 
initially prepared for how much work goes into editing, especially electronically. It took a lot of focus and a methodical 
approach to work that, even in doing well in school, I had never really used. I learned more about grammar, structure, 
and even those pesky bibliographies (kind of kidding!) that I had never known. Nevertheless, I finally learned how to 
use Google Drive, and I really enjoyed working with a variety of authors. These awesome people were open to the 
new experience with me of getting their fascinating and diverse papers ready to be in top shape for publication! Still, 
none of this would have been possible without the amazing Hohonu team that let me participate in their journey, 
including vibrant meetings and events! I am so thankful that I was able to be part of such a hardworking, patient, and 
good-humored team! Thanks so much!!

Sincerely,

Annalisa S. Ching

L-R: Misty Figueira, Annalisa Ching, Heather Simon, U‘ilani Dasalla
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Hi everyone!

 This has been an amazing year working for Hohonu. There were some challenges, but for the most part, the 
entire process went really smoothly. And so, as a result, I have some Thank You’s:
 Annalisa - It was so cool getting to meet and work with you, my fellow gluten-free buddy! Your positive attitude 
and calm, understanding demeanor is admirable. I appreciate you and every time you offered me snacks! 
 Mama Heather - You are were a phenomenal Editor-in-Chief and an even greater person. You were truly the best 
“Mama” of Hohonu, as you were nothing but cool, calm, and collected, from beginning to end. Your caring attitude 
is something I will forever be grateful for. I really cannot express how great of an experience it was working under 
you - you were the best. I am sad you are graduating because I will miss you so much, but I know you will go so far in 
whatever you choose to do! 
 U‘i - My fellow hair sister and maaaary! I appreciate your work ethic, how much work you put into Hohonu, the 
“can-do” attitude that you put into everything you do, and most importantly: your curls! I will miss you so much when 
you graduate, but you better believe I’m visiting!
 Kanilehua’s staff, BOSP’s staff, Gramma, Maile, Matt, and everyone who works in the building where my loud 
voice can be heard - Thank you for helping us to make this issue possible and for not minding my loud laughs either, 
haha!
 Everyone who submitted - We literally could not have had this issue without you! It was a really competitive 
selection process because every paper was special. Congratulations if you were published! Thank you to everyone 
who was patient with me through the whole process of editing papers and getting them ready. And please, please, 
submit again next year if your paper was not published!
 The biggest and best Thank You of all - To you, the reader! You are a huge part of Hohonu. 
 If you have made it this far, congratulations! Haha. I am incredibly proud of this issue. I hope that you genuinely 
enjoy all of the hard work and talent that is showcased and that you learn something new. After you are done reading, 
please pick up a copy of our sister publication, Kanilehua. You will not be disappointed!

Me Ke Aloha,

Misty Figueira 
General Editor

 Being a general editor for Hohonu has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. I became active 
in student life, more outgoing, and sharpened my grammar and editing skills. The selection process for this year’s 
issue was grueling, and we had so many amazing papers to choose from; each paper I read taught me a lot about 
the students who attend University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. We are diverse, cultured, and intelligent on every level, and 
the 2017-18 issue, Vol. 16, greatly reflects this. To the authors who were published this year: thank you so much for 
submitting your academic work and for being extremely cooperative and hardworking throughout the editing process. 
Without you, there would be no Hohonu issue, and for that you are greatly appreciated. 
 I also want to give a huge mahalo to my Hohonu team! To Misty and Annalisa: I am so incredibly grateful to have 
worked alongside wonderful human beings, filled with life and love for others and their work. We created a humble, 
respectful, and enjoyable environment in the office, as well as outside of it. To Mama Heather: we’ve only met this 
year, and I feel like I’ve known you for a lifetime. Thank you for taking me under your wing  and being understanding 
and compassionate through all the curveballs life threw us; you have no idea how awesome of an Editor-in-Chief 
you are. To our faculty/staff advisors: Kirsten Mollegaard, Justina Mattos, and Maile Boggeln: Thank you for being 
our shadows, both supporting and advising Hohonu. Finally, to BoSP: Thank you for taking such great care of your 
“children,” because what you all do is marvelous and does not go unnoticed.
 I enjoyed this opportunity to work in a publication and create new friendships and connections, and I am forever 
grateful for the fond memories.The only regret I have is not having applied last academic year, because I think I could 
have been a bomb Editor-in-Chief! It’s my last year at University of Hawai‘i at Hilo, and it has been the most fantastic 
one of my undergraduate career. I am truly honored to have been a General Editor for this incredible publication.

Me ke aloha,

U‘ilani Dasalla
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 Editor-in-Chief is a title I never thought I would hold. However, this experience has been one that will live 
forever in my memory. Much of the time, I felt like I was not doing anything--my team is THAT good.  I knew that I 
was growing as a person and as a leader, but I was not sure what effect that was having on this publication. I am so 
incredibly grateful to my team for all of their hard work, for making my job seem easy when I imagined it was going to 
be the most stressful, and for stepping up and taking responsibility for their work.
 Annalisa~ It has been my pleasure to get to know you, to see a different perspective through you, and to be able 
to work with you. I am blessed to know you. You light up a room when you walk into it, as you are almost always 
smiling and laughing. I am grateful for all of the energy and time you put into this publication this year.  
 U‘ilani~ Wow! You came bursting into my life at the beginning of the year like a bolt of lightning. You have 
brightened my world more than you will ever know. I am so extremely grateful for all you have done for this publication 
and your drive to always want to do more is inspiring.  
 Misty~ You, Misty, are one of the strongest women I know. I mean that with EVERY ounce of my being. Your 
perseverance is second to none. I am so grateful to you for all of the effort and energy you have put into helping make 
this year’s issue what it is. Through all of the struggles, you never lost sight of our goal.  
 BOSP~ Gabby, Hannah, Ciarra, Veronica, Eddie, and April-- I could not have asked for a better Board to work 
under. You helped to make my life easy this year. Thank you for all of your ideas, your generous support, and 
everything that you have done to help Hohonu be the best that it can be.
 Advisors~ Dr. Kirsten Mollegaard, Dr. Justina Mattos, and Maile Boggeln-- Mahalo Nui for all of you have done 
for me and for Hohonu. We could not have done this without your support and guidance. I thank you all from the 
bottom of my heart.
 And lastly, to ALL of the students at UH Hilo ~ THANK YOU! We do this for you.

Signing off,
Heather K. Simon
Editor-in-Chief 
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Chum in the Water
Kaleigh Anderson 

 “In the twilight of July 1, 1916, 25-year-old 
Charles Vansant bled to death in a beachfront hotel in 
New Jersey. Several men had pulled his maimed body 
from the water” ignorant to the cause of such malicious 
wounds. Two weeks later, three more people were dead 
(McCall). In 1975, a masterful, visceral and realistic 
science-fiction, suspense/horror-disaster film was 
released onto the silver screen --  one that tapped into 
the most primal of human fears (Dirks). Jaws dominated 
the box office and gave birth to a new perspective of 
sharks that paralleled with a deadly stereotype—one that 
is killing sharks by the millions every year. The stereotype 
of sharks today is due to the media’s influence over 
shark’s behavior, thus creating a significant fear of the 
species in the general public. In turn, this fear reduces 
a lack of compassion for the mysterious fish, making 
conservation efforts problematic. 
 One hundred and two years ago in 1916, the 
“New Jersey Shark Attacks” commenced the beginning 
of a mass-media stereotype that continues to cling to 
sharks today.  When the attacks occurred, people were 
skeptical. At this time, people were fairly certain that 
sharks could not bite people. People knew sharks ate the 
flesh of other ocean creatures but there was dispute over 
whether they would—or could—bring down a human. 
What were once thought to be frightening-looking yet 
essentially benevolent animals became man-eating 
predators (McCall). And so began the fear of sharks. 
This new attitude brought us Jaws, the 1974 Best Seller 
novel written by Peter Benchley, and a year later, one of 
the first and greatest horror films ever made. The novel 
and film were based on these real-life Jersey attacks and 
thus a very real and terrifying antagonist emerged. Jaws 
embodied the ultimate stereotype placed on sharks and 
captured that violent image in such a convincing way 
that it laid the stepping stones for future movies, books, 
TV shows, and even news reports to portray sharks in a 
monstrous light. The trailer of Jaws proceeds with the 
epitome of the stereotype, when the narrator expresses 
the following to viewers:  

There is a creature alive today who has survived 
millions of years of evolution without change, 
without passion, and without logic. It lives to 
kill. A mindless eating machine, it will attack and 
devour anything. It is as though God created
the devil and gave us – JAWS. (IMDb)

  In Jaws, Spielberg’s ingenious mechanical shark, 
respectively named “Bruce,” devoured his human prey 
whole and demolished a sturdy fishing boat while 
swimming in his victim’s blood, capturing the man-eating 
label perfectly (Dirks). Because Bruce malfunctioned 
ninety percent of the time during production, the twenty-
five-foot shark would have lacked intimidation without 
John Williams’ iconic, two-noted music progression.  In 

order to help save the film, Spielberg was counting on 
Williams to create a strong score that would produce 
a dark and sweeping identity for the shark. The score 
was meant to match the increasing blood pressure of the 
shark, representing its internalized zeal before attacking 
its unlucky targets. Even if a fin appeared from the water, 
if William’s “duh-dumm” theme was not heard, then 
there was no reason to worry or panic (Filmtracks). 
 Researchers have found a connection between 
horror movie music and the screeches of young 
frightened animals. It is believed there are biologically-
ingrained reasons why sudden, dissonant sounds and 
minor chords, like the Williams’s “duh-duh” cords in 
Jaws, make humans apprehensive. These off-setting 
noises trigger a naturally rooted response by making us 
think our young are threatened, thus producing anxiety 
(Haggin). Alongside the predatory label placed on 
sharks, Jaws triggered in us the fear of these fish with 
two musical notes that continue to produce high torment 
whenever heard. However, Jaws is not the only source of 
highly publicized media to have slandered the image of 
sharks. 
  Films that have plots paralleling an overly 
carnivorous shark antagonizing humans have titles 
that reflect the negativity and violence that the sharks 
in the films portray. Films such as Sharknado (2013), 
Jaws of Death (1976), Red Water (2003), Deep Blue Sea 
(1999), The Shallows (2016), and Blue Demon (2004) all 
suggest villainous sharks (Thompson). Child-based films 
with antagonist sharks include The Little Mermaid and 
Finding Nemo. 
 In The Little Mermaid, Ariel and Flounder explore a 
shipwreck, but they encounter a horrific shark that attacks 
them. The shark’s eyes are yellow and red; suggesting the 
archetype of devilish tendencies and horror. The shark’s 
mouth and teeth are overly exaggerated to give off a 
monstrous identity and produce fear in the audience. 
This Disney depiction teaches children that sharks are 
blood-thirsty predators that will eat anything in their 
paths. However, in contrast, Finding Nemo’s “Bruce” 
(named after Spielberg’s machine) is a well-known and 
even well-liked character in the film. Because Finding 
Nemo is a family/children’s film, Bruce’s appearance is 
made to draw children’s attention to his gigantic girth, 
toothy grin, and beady eyes. These physical aspects 
highlight the stereotypical shark-image that the media 
has shaped. However, in contrast to his appearance, 
Bruce’s personality —despite being unpredictable—is 
friendly. His welcoming character is clearly displayed 
during the “shark meeting” inside the sunken submarine 
where Bruce and his two companions, Anchor, and 
Chum, recite their motto.

I am a nice shark, not a mindless eating machine. 
If I am to change this image, I must first change 
myself. Fish are friends, not food. (Finding Nemo)

This motto directly relates back to the opening trailer 
of Jaws and suggests that Disney is trying to alter the 
perception of a shark’s behavior by twisting the stereotype 



2

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo     HOHONU 2018     Vol. 16

the media has always placed on sharks. However, after 
smelling blood, Bruce’s friendly façade disappears. 
He turns violent when his primal instincts take over, 
demonstrating his blood-thirstiness and exemplifying the 
shark stereotype once more. In the media, it is not only 
films that have cast sharks’ images into the dark depths 
of society’s nightmares, but TV shows also contribute to 
sharks’ downfall. 
 For the past twenty-seven years, Discovery 
Channel has ruled the airways for a week in late June or 
early July to shower a cascade of shark documentaries 
onto the public. At its best, Shark Week educates viewers 
about the most misunderstood animals on the planet, 
while inspiring them to protect the oceans. However, at 
its worst, Shark Week does the opposite: perpetuating 
fear and misunderstanding. “The absolute worst of Shark 
Week did not just sensationalize the reality of sharks; 
it mockumentary-ized it, using fake experts and videos 
in specials such as ‘Megalodon: The Monster Lives.’ 
Viewers reacted strongly to this specific special due to 
the fact that there was not a shred of relative evidence 
that suggested that megalodons exist, and yet the show 
aired in the context of an educational TV channel” 
(Shiffman). Discovery Channel’s revered Shark Week 
also aired plenty of specials focusing on sharks attacking 
people, but many of the sharks on the specials, such 
as “Ten Deadliest Species of Sharks” have never been 
associated with a single human fatality. The American 
Elasmobranch Society, the world’s largest professional 
organization of shark scientists, has urged social media 
style guides to retire the phrase “shark-attack” in favor of 
more accurate and less inflammatory words scaled to real 
risks and outcomes, such as “shark/human encounters” 
or “interaction” (Shiffman).  
  In regards to real risks and outcomes, Discovery 
states in their Shark Week website that “Rather than 
being afraid of sharks, people should be afraid for sharks, 
as their populations are seriously threatened.” Despite 
Shark Week’s fabricated specials, the ultimate goal of the 
week-long spectacle is to promote conservation efforts 
for sharks and bring awareness to sharks’ depleting 
numbers. Discovery quotes that “There is no Shark 
Week without sharks. Sharks are disappearing. Scientists 
have seen crucial populations drop 90 percent in just 
one generation. Together, we CAN protect them through 
national and international efforts and to ban the trade of 
shark fins.” This statement summarizes the problematic 
decline of sharks and highlights the fact that sharks are 
creatures that need to be protected. The media, perhaps 
unknowingly, has caused misunderstandings about 
sharks’ behavior -- contributing to a lack of knowledge 
about different types of sharks, which thus threatens the 
existence of the species as a whole. 
 Sharks of all shapes and sizes are apex predators; 
playing a critical role in the ecosystems they inhabit. If 
sharks became extinct, the populations of crustaceans, 
fish, and marine mammals could increase dramatically, 
setting off a ‘cascading’ effect, whereupon the entire 

ecosystem could collapse (Collier). Many species 
sit at the top of the food chain, keeping other marine 
animal populations in check. Some sharks feed on the 
sick and weak, helping prey populations stay healthy 
(Edmonds). Due to media influences, people visualize 
sharks as demons from the depths rather than a vital part 
in the oceans’ balance of the food chain. It is because 
of this media warp and misunderstanding that sharks’ 
importance is not widely known. According to the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
shark populations have been on a rapid decline due to 
overfishing, environmental loss, finning, and pollution. 
Still, some sharks have felt this decline more than others, 
landing them on the IUCN’s endangered species list. 
 One species of shark that is on the IUCN’s “Red 
List of Threatened Species” is the Rhincodon typus or 
whale shark. Whale sharks are known around the world 
as being gentle giants, as they are the world’s largest 
living fish, but its name perceives it to be a whale-sized, 
toothy predator—again highlighting the stereotype that 
just the word “shark” implies teeth and danger. The 
whale shark is a magnificent creature to behold. In its 
average 100-120 year lifespan it can grow to be sixty feet 
long, weighing more than a few school buses combined 
(WWF). However, due to its gentle nature, slow moving 
speed, large size, and long maturation development, 
it is easy prey for international fishing industries and 
illegal trading (The Nature Conservancy). Unlike many 
of its flesh-eating distant relatives of shark species, whale 
sharks are filter feeders; their large 5-foot mouths engulf 
and filter water through their gills to pick out plankton 
(WWF). This shark is not a man-eating shark; rather, it 
is completely friendly with people, but nonetheless, its 
name and large size still produce anxiety for those who 
may not be familiar with the species. Whale sharks, like 
many other sharks, are poorly understood due to their 
rarity and irregular migration patterns, thus hindering 
conservationists’ abilities to protect them. Despite their 
uniqueness, the whale sharks’ magnificence is often 
overlooked by the ocean’s most popular, but also most 
misunderstood predator: the great white shark.  
 The Carcharodon carcharias, or great white shark, 
has dominated the media’s stereotype of the man-eating 
monster that lurks beneath the ocean’s surface. The great 
white is the largest predatory fish on the earth.  According 
to E. O. Wilson, an American biologist, researcher, 
theorist and author, great whites are a “... a top carnivore, 
a killing machine, and the last free predator of man—the 
most frightening animal on earth”(Marinebio). However, 
this common perception of these increasingly threatened 
animals is changing as we disregard portrayals of them 
in traditional media, and learn more about them with the 
help of technology and social media. 
 As waterproof video cameras, GoPros, become 
more popular, people are increasingly filming these 
massive beasts—and expanding scientists’ views on the 
upper limit for white shark size and their unpredictable 
mannerisms. The massive popularity of social media 
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has also increased awareness and conservation efforts 
for the depleting numbers of white sharks. Christopher 
Lowe, a shark biologist at California State University 
in Long Beach, states that this new technology and use 
of social media is the thing that has changed the game 
for sharks today. He’s hoping education will help limit 
injuries at the beach and generally prevent people from 
freaking out when they see a fin in the water (Long 
Beach Press-Telegram). Social media’s involvement 
with conservation efforts was demonstrated clearly in 
2015, off the western coast of Mexico’s Baja California, 
Guadalupe Island’s biologist Mauricio Hoyos Padilla 
posted a Facebook video of what he claims is the biggest 
great white shark ever filmed: an approximately twenty-
foot long female dubbed Deep Blue. Most great whites 
are around twelve to fourteen feet long. Deep Blue, 
despite her length, was also thought to have been very 
pregnant due to the size of her massive girth and was 
thus pronounced the largest shark ever filmed. The video 
went viral, and Hoyos Padilla—as well as Lowe—believe 
that Deep Blue’s video, as well as more knowledge of 
sharks, can help dispel some of their myths. “For one, 
the majority of white sharks won’t immediately swim up 
and attack you,” says Lowe. The video captures Deep 
Blue nonchalantly gliding next to a diver on top of a 
cage. She is just curious and is instinctually investigating 
the odd creatures in her waters (Wei-Haas). Sharks are 
believed to purposely attack humans due to the films 
that have falsified their behaviors, when really, if they 
do attack, it is usually a case of mistaken identity.
 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) explains that sharks do not 
normally hunt humans. Assuming a large, predatory 
shark has not been exposed to human flesh before, it is 
probably used to biting into thick-tissued, fatty sea lions, 
seals and similar-bodied prey. Surfers and swimmers 
can mistakenly be depicted as a shark’s normal kill due 
to their similar size and shape and sometimes sharks 
will investigate potential food items by taking a taste. 
Unfortunately, given their many rows of sharp teeth, a 
few shark species can cause an individual to bleed to 
death with just a single bite. (Discovery). The majority 
of shark attacks leave victims with serious lacerations 
and possibly detached limbs, since sharks, like dogs, 
instinctively grab and roughly shake their prey with their 
teeth before killing it. Contrary to what brutal shark films 
suggest, this powerful fish does not eat people whole. 
If a shark mistakenly bites a human, it will normally 
release the individual, and swim away (Discovery). 
This behavior is evident when analyzing shark-human 
encounters. 
 The International Shark Attack File (ISAF) 
investigated 155 incidents of alleged shark-human 
interaction occurring worldwide in 2017. Eighty-eight 
cases represent confirmed unprovoked shark attacks on 
humans. Thirty of the remaining cases were confirmed 
as provoked attacks on humans.  “Unprovoked attacks” 
are defined as incidents where an attack on a live human 

occurs in the shark’s natural habitat with no human 
provocation of the shark. “Provoked attacks” occur 
when a human initiates physical contact with a shark, 
e.g. a diver is bitten after grabbing a shark, attacks on 
spearfishers and those feeding sharks, bites occurring 
while unhooking or removing a shark from a fishing net, 
etc. Of the remaining thirty cases, eighteen involved bites 
to motorized or non-motorized marine vessels (“boat 
attacks”), two involved shark-inflicted post-mortem 
bites (“scavenge”), four were cases in which the shark-
human interaction could not be confirmed based on the 
available data, and one case involved a diver in a public 
aquarium (French). On average, there is less than one 
shark-attack death every two years in the United States, 
according to records. Almost 6,000 people die from 
tripping and falling at home each year, thus highlighting 
the outrageous over-publicization by the media of shark 
attacks when the chances of being attacked by a shark 
are slim to none (WNYY). However, with the increasing 
global climate, more people are likely to be at beaches 
where shark migration patterns and their food sources 
are most prevalent.  Peter Benchley, the author of the 
1974 novel Jaws, stated that “We provoke a shark every 
time we enter the water where sharks happen to be, for 
we forget: The ocean is not our territory - it’s theirs.” 
Regardless of shark’s dominance on the oceanic food 
chain, they are becoming an increasingly popular menu 
choice for their top predator: Humans.
 Protecting sharks from finning has become a topic 
of discussion in many countries, but China and other 
Asian countries continue selling shark fin soup, despite 
the recent uproar. Shark finning is the number one 
reason why shark species have drastically plummeted 
in the past century (Stop Shark Finning). In the Ming 
Dynasty, shark fin soup was only served to the elite class 
and the Emperor, symbolizing wealth. The demand for 
shark fins has increased massively, in line with China’s 
enlarged prosperity, primarily due to the cultural identity 
paralleled with the fins and the symbol of fortune the 
soup offers (Fairclough). Most sharks mature in seven 
to fourteen years, making their numbers recover slowly 
from overfishing. It does not take much imagination to 
see the devastating impact that this menu choice has on 
shark populations (Stop Shark Finning). The majority of 
the Chinese media does not display the negative impact 
shark fin soup has on the global scale of shark populations, 
thus contributing to the fact that media has a tremendous 
amount of influence on the way people see sharks and 
what can or cannot be done for them. Because the soup 
is a symbol of prosperity and is a delicacy, people have 
the opportunity to gain a better social class reputation by 
eating it. However, this appetizer is rapidly killing sharks 
to the point that it is wiping them off the face of the earth:

Sharks have survived for 450 million years and 
yet we are on course for killing them off within 
a few years. If finning continues, there will be no 
more shark fin soup, other seafood species will 
disappear, and the oceans will no longer support 



4

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo     HOHONU 2018     Vol. 16

the healthy balance of sea life that we need to 
survive. (WildAid)

China and other countries that divulge in the “delicacy” 
of eating shark fins in broth are only contributing to the 
loss of the environment.  If the media does not speak 
out strongly on the subject in these finning countries, it 
is only a matter of time before all hope is lost for sharks. 
The correlation is evident between the media’s role in 
creating a negative stereotype for sharks, the lack of 
public compassion for the species, and sharks’ depleting 
numbers.
 Sharks have always been the dominant predators 
in the oceanic food chain, but within the duration of 
one hundred-and-two years since the 1916 “New Jersey 
Shark Attacks,” their existence has scared the human race 
into believing that they are demons swimming below the 
surface of any water source. The media’s influence on 
sharks’ persona correlates with the lack of conversation 
efforts and the general acceptance of certain cultures 
turning sharks into human prey by making cultural 
cuisine’s out of them. However, within the last ten 
years due to the influx of social media and the internet, 
conservation efforts for the fish are expanding, and their 
numbers beginning to increase. The film industry is 
slowly fading out of the “Jaws era” and documentaries 
on sharks’ behaviors are becoming widespread. Hoyos 
Padilla, who captured the largest shark on film, wrote 
on Facebook, “When I saw Deep Blue for the first time, 
there was just one thought in my mind: Hope” (Padilla). 
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Hawai‘i’s Movement
Away from Fossil Fuel 
Reliance

Brandon Dancer

Abstract

 This paper examines the various sources of 
sustainable, renewable, and clean energy as well as 
the methods of capturing that energy. It explores the 
importance of sustainable energy, its limitations, and its 
concerns.
 Keywords: sustainable, renewable, clean energy, 
solar power, wind power, hydropower, tidal stream, 
barrage, tidal lagoons, wave energy, geothermal energy  
 
Sustainable Clean Energy and Hawai‘i’s Movement
Away from Fossil Fuel Reliance

 Due to the dwindling resource known as fossil fuels 
and its growing processing costs, there is a developing 
movement towards clean and sustainable energy sourcing. 
Hawai‘i is the first state in the US to declare a 100 percent 
renewable energy standard by no later than 2045. It is 
currently being called the most aggressive clean energy 
goal in the nation (Mellino, 2015). Due to initiatives like 
the Hawai‘i commitment to clean power, it is increasingly 
evident that our community is moving towards a more 
reliable, brighter tomorrow. Hawai‘i holds eleven of 
the thirteen climate zones and is, therefore, the perfect 
example for utilization of naturally occurring sources of 
energy. 
 The question must first be asked, what is sustainable 
energy? Sustainable energy comes from a non-exhaustible 
source and meets present needs, while also not taking 
away from future generation’s power sources. Fossil fuels 
are limited and continued use of this resource at the current 
rate will be more environmentally destructive than before 
as supplies are depleted and methods like fracking and 
oil fields are explored to meet the demand. A renewable 
energy is a naturally occurring system that exerts energy, 
which then is replenished on a human timescale. 
Environmentally, fossil fuels are poisonous to wildlife and 
vegetation and their byproducts are equally an irreversible 
footprint on our waste stream. This brings along the 
alternative idea: clean energy, which ideally is a gathering 
of energy that does not negatively impact lifeforms on 
Earth. The current options for clean, renewable, and 
sustainable energy list the following systematic energy 
systems: solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal heat, and 
organic vegetation. 

Solar Power

 Primarily, the sustainable energy source that is taking 
to the roofs of houses all over the Hawaiian Islands, are 

photovoltaic systems. Additionally, there are many different 
ways to harness the power of the sun besides using solar 
panels for electricity. Solar systems, using black colored 
piping containing water, have become a popular way to 
naturally heat the water needed in a typical household. 
Of course, if the sun fails to penetrate the clouds, solar 
systems are not provided the necessary energy to function. 
Most Hawai‘i households install rooftop solar panels as 
a cheaper alternative to shareholder-owned utility costs. 
Furthermore, Hawai‘i has a weather pattern that highly 
supports solar energy harvesting. However, solar is just 
one of several sustainable energy sources.

Wind Power

 Wind is claimed to be the most viable alternative 
source of energy, and on some Hawaiian Islands, it is 
available 40 percent of the time, which is among the best in 
the nation (Mellino, 2015). The most common translation 
from wind to electricity comes in the form of a large wind 
turbine, which is much like a windmill. Wind turbines are 
surprisingly quiet and have little impact on birds and other 
aviary wildlife when compared with conventional fuels 
that pollute the air and water. This electricity generation 
is non-polluting and also does not consume water, unlike 
some other forms of this same generation. Currently, 
wind turbines are typically used for pumping water 
and powering communication grids; however, a higher 
utilization of wind energy could considerably lower 
fossil-fuel-generated energy consumption. Farmland can 
be limited, and only so much land can be devoted to 
wind turbine energy generation; therefore, even further 
expansion of other sources is necessary to meet the energy 
consumption demands of current cities. 

Hydropower

 The ocean is considered a renewable resource 
because of the endless cycle that water undergoes on the 
planet. The ocean is a source of both thermal and kinetic 
energy. Although it is difficult to develop technology that 
can convert the ocean’s energy into electricity, the energy 
contained in the ocean can still be utilized. Cool deep-sea 
water has been experimented with in order to replace the 
traditional energy usage for air conditioning. Makai Ocean 
Engineering, Inc. has been contracted by the Office of 
Naval Research (ONR) to develop and research seawater 
air conditioning. This method uses deep sea water pumped 
to a cooling station, and then to the building needing to 
be cooled. Using this method, the desired cooling of air 
can be achieved using only one-tenth of the energy used 
in traditional air conditioning (Makai Ocean Engineering, 
2015). This method of renewable energy is best for 
ensuring an energy efficiency much greater than current 
methods.

Using the Tides for Energy

 Kinetically, scientists have attempted to develop 
technologies that are essentially wind turbines that use 
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water currents instead of wind currents. There are three 
common ways of harnessing the energy of ocean tides: 
tidal streams, barrages, and tidal lagoons. 
 Tidal Stream. A tidal stream is a fast-flowing path 
of water, and the method of energy production places 
turbines that resemble windmills underwater and rely on 
the movement of water to turn the blades. This method is 
difficult because the turbines often disrupt the very flow of 
water to be harnessed. However, the turbine blades move 
very slowly, allowing marine life to avoid getting caught 
in the system. The first tidal stream system in the world 
was constructed in Northern Ireland at Strangford Lough, 
where the tides move at speeds of four meters per second 
(National Geographic, 2011).
 Barrage. The barrage is a large dam that generates 
tidal energy using the same methods as a dam. The method 
utilizes flowing water with a barrage then allows small 
openings in the obstruction through which water can 
flow, while simultaneously turning installed turbines. The 
environmental impact of this method can be huge. The 
water being kept from flowing will no longer support the 
organisms that exist in the lagoon area and will most likely 
be disrupted to the point of population loss. The fish are 
trapped and can be caught in the quickly moving turbines. 
Additionally, birds may choose to migrate because of 
dwindling food sources. Despite zero fuel costs, a barrage 
is much more expensive compared to a single turbine 
and requires heavy machinery for construction as well 
as consistent supervision to monitor power output levels 
(National Geographic, 2011).
 Tidal Lagoon. A tidal lagoon is a body of water that 
is enclosed by natural coastline barriers or by man-made 
barriers. The method of capturing this energy is much like a 
barrage in the way turbines are turned using the filling and 
emptying flows of the lagoon. Unlike a barrage, however, 
the barrier can be built along or using the naturally exiting 
coastline. The environmental impact of a tidal lagoon 
system is surprisingly low. Marine animals could swim 
around the structure, which could be built with materials 
like rock. Sharks would be unable to penetrate into the 
lagoon, so fish would likely thrive, causing birds to migrate 
to the area. Consequently, the power generation would 
likely be low because the tides rise and fall only twice 
a day. Currently, there are no functioning examples of a 
tidal lagoon system; however, China is constructing a tidal 
power plant located at the Yalu River near the border of 
North Korea (National Geographic, 2011).
 Capturing Wave Energy. In the basic construction 
of the system, a lifted bowl-like structure is built. Then, a 
connected ramp is faced toward the waves of the ocean. 
The shape of the ramp is like a wide-open mouth, which 
narrows in an uphill fashion. The narrowing of the ramp 
propels the momentum of the water up the ramp and into 
the bowl-like structure. From there, the water can be led 
by gravity back into the ocean through a turbine generator 
(Lawson, 2005).
 Historical Tidal Power. River water has been 
utilized in history with large wheels being spun by flowing 

water, producing kinetic energy that can be connected 
to machines for various uses. Greek engineers used this 
method more than 2,000 years ago in order to grind wheat 
into flour. Additionally, in 1880, water turbines were used 
to run a dynamo for the purpose of producing arc lighting. 
Arc lighting is a light source created by a consistently 
running spark between two conductors. This method 
provided street lighting at Niagara Falls, New York, with 
direct current electricity (Office of Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy, 2016).
Water energy is sometimes difficult to harness when 
compared with our current fossil fuel model due to the 
availability of technology. If the technology used to 
harness water energy was cheap enough to produce and 
advanced enough to be efficient across different parts of 
the world, then perhaps water energy would be a more 
attractive alternative to fossil fuels.

Geothermal

 Geothermal energy is an almost household term 
in Hawai‘i when referring to renewable or clean energy 
available due to the volcanic nature of the Hawaiian 
Islands. Steam that naturally occurs from the molten lava 
under the earth can be used to run generators that create 
electric power. The heat from the depths of the land can 
be diverted to households in order to provide warmth. 

Geothermal Power Plants

 One method of geothermal energy extraction 
is called the hot dry rock method. Deep in the earth’s 
crust, at least two holes must be bored. Then, water is 
fed down at high pressures to the super-heated rock and 
is received through the other bored channel in the form 
of steam, which can then be used to run a generator. 
Another geothermal energy retrieval method is done by 
tapping into a naturally occurring steam vent and using 
the pressures to operate a generator (Lawson, 2005).
 Dry steam power plant. A dry steam power plant 
uses steam as its primary fluid and generally transports 
naturally occurring steam to a turbine, which runs 
an electricity-producing generator. The steam power 
eliminates the need for fossil fuels as the means of turning 
the turbine and effectively removes the need for fuel 
storage/transportation. The Geysers in Northern California 
is the largest single source dry steam power plant still 
in operation (Office of Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy, 2016). 
 Flash steam power plant. The flash steam power 
plant is the most common type of geothermal power 
generation plant in operation to this day. This method 
involves pumping water down to a level where the 
surroundings are naturally heated by the earth. Then, 
using high-pressure rates, the water is pumped back up 
into a low-pressure tank. The rapid change in pressure 
causes a sudden vaporization of most of the water, 
hence the term “flash.” The vapor is then used to drive 
a turbine which runs an electrical generator. If any liquid 
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remains in the tank, it can be “flashed” again to extract the 
maximum amount of energy (Office of Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy, 2016). 
 Binary cycle power plant. A binary cycle method 
is much like the other two general methods of power 
generation, but different in the following way: the water/
steam never comes in direct contact with the turbine 
generator. The moderately geothermally heated water 
(below 400°F) is pumped into a heat exchanger, where 
the heat is transferred to a liquid with a much lower 
boiling point than water. That liquid “flashes” at a lower 
temperature and becomes vaporized by the heat from the 
water, running the turbine, which drives the electrical 
generator. The “binary” term refers to the two different 
liquids used in this geothermal system. This method is a 
closed loop system, where virtually nothing other than 
water vapor is emitted into the atmosphere. Because 
most geothermal resource locations are typically below 
300°F, this method is very viable and will most likely be 
the system utilized in future geothermal power generation 
plants (Office of Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy, 
2016).

Concerns and Limitations

 The limitations and problems associated with 
some of these sources of renewable energy are seemingly 
inevitable but must be taken into consideration when 
contemplating this type of energy.
 Biomass. With biomass, the crops that are grown 
for energy and fuels take the growing space that could 
be used for food crops. When the biomass is used to 
generate electricity by being burned, like any combustion, 
carbon dioxide, and other pollutants are released upon 
ignition. Despite the ability to harness energy from plant 
combustion, further study is needed on the balance of 
water usage, air pollutants, and ecosystem damage before 
biomass can be considered a sustainable energy source 
(Union of Concerned Scientists, 2015).
 Hydropower. When looking at hydroelectric 
renewable energy plans, flooding and drought are 
important factors contributing to the success or failure of 
energy generation. Additionally, natural landscapes can 
essentially be hurt or even ruined upon the expensive 
initiation of a hydroelectric power plant on a stream or 
waterfall (Lawson, 2005). Therefore, the benefits of certain 
renewables must be balanced against the drawbacks in 
order to be truly sustainable into the future.

Hawai‘i’s Energy Antithesis

 The realization of Hawai‘i’s progress toward 100 
percent clean energy is most evident on the island of 
Kauai. The Kauai Island Utility Cooperative (KIUC) has 
recently completed a 12 megawatt, $54 million, 60-acre 
solar array consisting of more than 59,000 solar panels. 
KIUC claims they will replace 1.7 million gallons of 
imported oil a year with the facility and will generate 20 
percent of Kauai’s daytime needs. By the end of 2015, 37 

percent of the electricity generated on Kauai will come 
from sustainable energy sources (D’Angelo, 2015).

Conclusion and Realization

 The quest for clean, renewable, and sustainable 
energy seems conceptually simple. The challenge comes 
from the inability to have power when none of the sources 
are currently generating power. In other words, the real 
difficulty is perfecting the systems of power storage. There 
are two types of efficient energy storage: kinetic and 
chemical. To realize non-polluting, renewable, alternative 
energy sources, the best alternative energy storage is based 
on kinetics. One of the most common examples of kinetic 
storage combines hydropower and solar. During peak 
generation hours, excess energy is used to pump water 
uphill into a reservoir, then during peak consumption 
hours, the water is gravity fed down the slope through 
a turbine. This type of system is necessary if hopes are 
high to create a consistent system that meets demands. 
Additionally, many sources of energy generation could 
be combined in order to make a dependable system from 
inconsistently predictable sources. 
 Once we can reach the point of non-reliance on 
fossil fuels or carbon-emitting fuels like coal, we can be 
closer to solving the impending crisis of global climate 
change due to the extreme excess of carbon in our 
atmosphere. Without converting current energy demands 
from non-sustainable fuels to clean renewable sources, 
humanity, and life as we know it is surely doomed.
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The Mana Wahine of Hawai‘i
U‘ilani Dasalla 

In Western societies, women have faced unfair societal 
expectations, some of which included having to act 
in a quiet and reserved way. However, there are 
those who rose up and did great things; these women 
can now be classified as feminists. In Hawai‘i, there 
was no difference. There were quite a few strong, 
outspoken women. Pre-European contact Hawai‘i was 
extremely different than what Hawai‘i grew to be after 
missionaries first introduced Christianity in the early 
1800s. Unfortunately, throughout both time periods, 
women were still treated as inferior Although they had 
the lower hand throughout the history of Hawai‘i, in 
both folklore and reality, many Hawaiian women were 
strong and intellectual even while facing instances of 
oppression. Women were treated as having a lower 
status for reasons influenced by folklore and European 
contact, yet some specific female Hawaiians and deities 
really stood out in the patriarchy. The list is long, but 
the goddesses Papahänaumoku, Pele, and Laka, and ke 
ali‘i1 Ka‘ahumanu, Pauahi, Ke‘elikölani, Queen Emma, 
Lili‘uokalani, and Ka‘iulani were exemplary mana 
wahine.2

 Every culture has a set of stories and legends that 
are didactic in ways that shape the future by teaching 
people how to conduct themselves in society.  Aspects 
of the Hawaiian culture, such as oral traditions and laws, 
confirm the pressure put on women.  Papahänaumoku, 
or Papa, is known as the earth goddess and makuahine3 
of all Hawaiian people. Her story involves how the 
kapu4 system was implemented in ancient Hawai‘i. This 
mo‘olelo5 depicting the birth of the Hawaiian islands is 
a story in which Papahänaumoku and Wäkea’s union 
first birthed a human daughter named Ho‘ohökükalani. 
After her birth came the islands of Hawai‘i and Maui. 
However, Wäkea longed for Ho‘ohökükalani because 
she was very beautiful. He asked the kahuna6 for help 
and he implemented a new law. It was a religious law 
called ‘aikapu7 that then separated male and females 
from eating with one another. Males became la‘a8 and 
females were haumia9 because of menstruation. The 

1  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words royalty or monarch.
2  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word strong women.
3  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word mother.
4  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word taboo or forbidden. 
5  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word story.
6  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words Hawaiian priest.
7  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words sacred eating.
8  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word sacred.
9  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word defiling.

Kahuna also decided that there should be four nights 
of worship dedicated to the four major gods, Käne, 
Lono, Kü, and Kanaloa, all of whom were male. On 
these nights, men could not sleep with women. Wäkea 
sneakily used this time to seduce Ho‘ohökükalani, and 
she became häpai10 with Häloanaka, who was stillborn. 
His body was buried and grew to become the first kalo.11  
Later, another child was born from Ho‘ohökükalani, 
named after his older brother Häloa, the first kanaka.12 
 After Wäkea’s unfaithfulness, Papa left him for another 
lover and gave birth to the island of O‘ahu. Wäkea 
had relations with others as well and created Moloka‘i 
and Läna‘i. After a period of time, Papa and Wäkea 
reconvened and birthed the rest of their children, the 
remaining islands: Kaua‘i, Ni‘ihau, Lehua (atoll), and 
Kaho‘olawe, who became the afterbirth. The ‘aikapu is 
said to have sprung from this version of the island creation 
stories, and although Papahänaumoku is respected and 
revered as the earth mother, she endured a lot. The 
story of Wäkea’s overwhelming urge to be unfaithful to 
Papa had established the reasoning for a law: one that 
separated the men from the women, creating the illusion 
that women are inferior. 
 Furthermore, ancient Hawai‘i had many other 
rules that separated men and women. Not only were 
they eating separately, but their food was even cooked 
in a different imu.13 Additionally, women could only eat 
certain foods. It was kapu to consume pork, banana, 
coconut, and certain types of fish. If a woman was 
found in her husband’s sanctuary or at another man’s 
eating house, she suffered the death penalty. However, 
a husband could enter his wife’s eating house with 
no penalty. This shows the status that men held over 
women. Although there were eating taboos, the family 
did have a house in which, if not eating or worshipping, 
they could interact freely with each other. Women did 
stay in different housing while menstruating, called the 
hale pe‘a14 (Malo 52). Men thought women were dirty 
because of menstruation, so it became kapu to sleep in 
the same hale15 during her monthly cycle. Additionally, 
it was recognized that their society was dominated 
by males, in both the ‘akua16 and the kanaka realm. 
Men were considered very sacred and, as mentioned 
previously, even the four primary gods are male. 
Although there was much segregation overall and the 
gods were all male, women were allowed to participate 
in religion and worship, giving them a bit of autonomy. 

10  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word pregnant.
11  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word taro.
12  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word person.
13  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words underground oven.
14  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words menstrual house.
15  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word house.
16  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word god.
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However, many rules applied to women and breaking 
any of the kapu was punishable by death.
 One of the most worshipped female deities in 
Hawaiian culture is Pele. She is different because, 
usually, female deities are gentle and motherly, while 
Pele is the fierce goddess of fire and the creator of ever-
growing land. Before her arrival to Hawai‘i island, there 
already lived a god of fire in Kïlauea. His name was 
Aila‘au, literally translated as forest eater. He was feared 
and revered for his ability to destroy and create land. 
However, when Pele made her way from Puna up to the 
mountains, he heard of her coming and fled (Westervelt 
36). Another famous legend of her strength and ferocity 
is the mo‘olelo of Pele and Kamapua‘a. They had a 
romantic relationship for some time but became agitated 
with each other’s flaws. Pele was becoming discontented 
with Kamapua‘a and his hog-like tendencies, while he 
was annoyed with her raging short temper. Eventually, 
they faced off in a battle of scorned lovers; Pele 
triumphed over Kamapua‘a, though the odds were not in 
her favor (Westervelt 47). Pele was powerful enough to 
send a god of fire fleeing in fear and win a battle against 
the handsome pig god, Kamapua‘a. Not fitting within 
any traditional Western ideals of women, such as being 
submissive, quiet, and weak. Pele is loud, outspoken, 
strong, and powerful. 
 Another deity who has contributed to the 
recognition of powerful women of Hawai‘i is Laka, 
a goddess who is sometimes associated with Pele’s 
younger sister, Hi‘iaka. Laka is also linked to birth and 
fertility, but, most importantly, she is considered the 
goddess of hula17 and the forest, which is where she 
resides. Not only is it important that a female deity is 
known to have taught the traditional dance of extreme 
cultural importance of Hawaiians, but it is astounding 
that a female taught it, as it was initially meant for men. 
In ancient times, only men performed this art. When 
hälau hula18 go to pick materials in the forests for their 
performances, they honor Laka. She also represents a 
way of taming the spirit, body, and mind as one must 
be disciplined to dance hula. In this context, hula seems 
to have originated from a female and is empowering 
because it is a sacred part of Hawai‘i and has been 
passed down for generations by a goddess. 
 This power within the supernatural female entities 
can also be recognized in the power of the ali‘i as well. 
Queen Elizabeth Ka‘ahumanu was King Kamehameha 
the Great’s favorite wife. She was powerful in the way 
that she became Queen Regent. When her husband 
died and his son, Liholiho, was named successor, she 
declared that the King wished that she rule alongside his 
heir (Williams and Tune 16). Liholiho, or Kamehameha 
II, with Ka‘ahumanu, made major changes to the 
Kingdom of Hawai‘i. In 1819, she had “abolished the 

17  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words ancient Hawaiian dance.
18  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words Hula group.

religious rules and elevated the importance of the ali‘i 
in civil governance” (Proto 35). The Queen also brought 
in the Calvinist religion and declared that the‘aikapu 
be no more. In 1824, she laid down new rules heavily 
influenced by the Calvinist religion. She fought for the 
rights of Native Hawaiian women and called for ‘ainoa.19 
Kamehameha II should have sentenced her to death 
for this, but instead refused to and further changed the 
dynamics of Hawaiian society. Queen Ka‘ahumanu was 
not the reigning ali‘i, but with King Kamehameha II’s 
support of her choices, made a monumental shift from 
ancient Hawaiian laws into a growing modern society. 
 Princess Ruth Keanolani Kanähoahoa Ke‘elikölani 
was a great woman. She fought hard for the rights of the 
Hawaiian people but is not as well known as some of 
other ali‘i. She also amassed lands from her relatives, 
which helped her gain political power and gave her an 
advantage, after the Great Mähele (Osorio 102). All of 
her land was left to Princess Bernice Pauahi Päkï Bishop, 
who in turn left it for the generations to come (Van Dyke 
53). She empowered ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i20 by demanding to 
do business transactions in only Hawaiian rather than 
English, even though she could speak and understand 
English well. By using her native tongue, she became 
an advocate for both Hawaiian culture and language. 
Because of her advocacy, the University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo has given her recognition by naming the new Ka 
Haka ‘Ula o Ke‘elikölani (College of Hawaiian Language) 
building after her. 
 The recipient of Princess Ruth’s land, Bernice 
Pauahi Päkï Bishop was the last royal descendant of 
the Kamehameha lineage and the great-granddaughter 
of Kamehameha I. She was known as an incredibly 
intelligent, kind, and generous woman. She and her 
husband, Charles Reed Bishop, set aside her lands for 
the children of Hawai‘i and founded Kamehameha 
Schools and the Bishop Museum. Princess Pauahi was a 
historic woman who encouraged putting education over 
everything else. She is arguably still the most influential 
Hawaiian woman, because her legacy continues today 
with her scholarships, schools, and land set aside for 
the revitalization of Hawaiian culture and teaching 
purposes. Princess Pauahi fully represents the strength 
and agility of a woman who, against the odds of a male-
dominated and Western culture, was able to give more 
than enough back to her community and her beloved 
people.
 Another phenomenal mana wahine was Queen 
Emma Kalanikaumaka‘amano Kaleleonälani Na‘ea 
Rooke. She was married to King Alexander ‘Iolani 
Liholiho, otherwise known as Kamehameha IV, in 1855. 
After the untimely death of her husband and son, she was 
left a widow at a young age. Her fight for the Hawaiian 
culture and Hawai‘i continued when she ran against 

19  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words free eating.
20 In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
words Hawaiian language.
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David Kaläkaua to be reigning monarch. Unfortunately, 
she lost. Rioting occurred due to this, and the uproar was 
exhilarating because she, a female, was considered to be 
a better candidate by the native population (Kamehiro 
28). Queen Emma was dedicated to helping the native 
population by any means necessary. Her most prominent 
address of an issue was the rampant diseases and illnesses 
affecting the native population. Queen Emma helped to 
establish Honolulu’s first hospital, which they named in 
honor of her, now known as Queen’s Medical Center. 
 When King Kaläkaua passed away, his sister 
Lili‘uokalani, born as Lydia Lili‘u Loloku Walania 
Wewehi Kamaka‘eha, became successor to the throne. 
She was Hawai‘i’s last reigning monarch and a testament 
to the strength of Hawaiian women during harsh trials 
and tribulations. Imprisoned in her own home and forced 
to sign over the Kingdom of Hawai‘i to the United States 
of America, Queen Lili‘uokalani remained küpa‘a.21 
American business and plantation owners “tried to 
weaken the monarchy and gain political power … and 
although beloved by the native Hawaiians, the new 
queen had several factors working against her” (Koeppe 
3). Kaläkaua’s cabinet had been forced into allowing 
non-Hawaiian people to vote, resulting in the weakened 
voice of the kanaka. The Queen also “tried to introduce 
a new constitution that would have returned power to 
the Hawaiian monarchy and people, [she] ignited the 
spark that started the Hawaiian revolution” (Bobo 3). Her 
never-ending persistence is a defining characteristic of a 
strong woman, even after having to abdicate her throne 
in fear of the bloodshed of her people. In her biography, 
“Liliuokalani thought that her removal as Hawaii’s ruler 
would be temporary and she felt justice would return 
the islands to the people and the monarchy” (Bobo 7). 
As a result of losing her throne, the Kingdom of Hawai‘i 
began to collapse, leading to the annexation of Hawai‘i 
to the United States and eventually, in 1959, statehood.  
Until the day she died, she continued to fight for Hawai‘i 
and show that it was a priority to her. Her knowledge 
in politics was a key component in her continued 
struggle with the United States while her love of music 
encouraged and uplifted the Hawaiian people. 
 After the overthrow in 1893, young Princess 
Victoria Kawëkiu Ka‘iulani Lunalilo Kalaninuiahilapalapa 
Cleghorn tried to restore the Hawaiian Kingdom. She was 
very intelligent and went to school in England because 
she was Crown Princess of her aunt, Queen Lili‘uokalani. 
She also became a famous spokesperson for Hawai‘i, 
having traveled to the continental United States to 
speak on behalf of her people. Many others around the 
world thought Hawaiians were “heathens”, but through 
Ka‘iulani’s example, learned that Hawaiians were just 
as intelligent as they were. She was modern, “civilized”, 
and knowledgeable in politics.  She was also fluent in 
the English, Hawaiian, French, and German languages. 
At such a young age, she worked hard to represent the 

21  In the Hawaiian Language, or ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i, this translates to the 
word steadfast.

Hawaiian people and, possibly, the adaptability of a 
modern, yet still heavily cultured nation. 
 Considering that Hawai‘i recognizes these 
phenomenal females, enough to name buildings after and 
continue to tell mo‘olelo of them, it shows that society 
is moving in the right direction. The problem that needs 
to be addressed is the lack of worldwide recognition 
of women in all countries because the cultures and 
governments have not progressed towards a more 
equally represented society. Everyone should hear more 
about the women from various cultures that have stood 
apart from others. Collectively, all of the aforementioned 
mana wahine transcend the expectations of women 
in intelligence, strength, and courage. Not only have 
Polynesian Cultures been considered barbaric, but they 
also contain women who have almost always been 
subjugated as a gender and sex. In conclusion, not all 
women are quiet, insecure, and unaware. From the 
‘aikapu to the overthrow, it becomes clear that women 
will strive to elevate their position within society. They 
have contributed immensely to cultures and communities 
through education, the growth of language, land, and 
spirituality. The fluidity of a culture is important because 
the behavior towards women rest on it. The mana 
wahine of today can reflect on those who came before 
them and continue to perpetuate the spirit of what it 
means to uphold equity and virtues, to be pono.22 
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Ab-Seuss-Lutely: The Benefits 
of Dr. Seuss Books

Misty Figueira

 Despite children’s literature only recently being 
accepted as a legitimate genre of literature, it seems that 
there are children’s authors who have already managed 
to leave their lasting mark on the world. It can be argued 
that one of the most iconic figures in children’s literature 
today is Theodor Seuss Geisel, more famously known 
as Dr. Seuss. With more than sixty books published, his 
work has remained influential long after their publication 
dates and his passing. Dr. Seuss’s works are unique, with 
a cartoon style and bright, vivid illustrations. In addition, 
he used interesting vocabulary and rhyme within his 
work. Although children may love Dr. Seuss’s books due 
to their illustrations and interesting text, many may not 
realize that these books provide numerous benefits for 
children in different areas. 
 First, it is no secret that Dr. Seuss has some 
unordinary and unusual words in his vocabulary, with 
many of them being made-up. However, what is lesser 
known to readers and perhaps even education officials, 
is that Dr. Seuss’s books may actually be beneficial 
to children from a linguistic standpoint. In order to 
understand this, one must first break down languages 
and how they are taught. Kenneth Goodman discussed 
this in his parent/teacher guide to children’s learning, 
What’s Whole in a Whole Language? To open his book, 
Goodman first wrote about how schools are turning what 
is supposed to be a seamlessly simple task (learning a 
language) into a frustrating, abstract process. Goodman 
stated, “We [teachers] took apart the language and 
turned it into words, syllables, and isolated sounds. 
Unfortunately, we also postponed its natural purpose - 
the communication of meaning - and turned it into a set 
of abstractions, unrelated to the needs and experiences 
of the children we sought to help” (7). Therefore, 
perhaps children need to be reading books that do not 
focus on teaching them the smallest parts of a language, 
but bigger parts, such as whole sentences. This is what 
Dr. Seuss books have done. Although Dr. Seuss did keep 
his sentences simple, he did not let the simplicity stand 
in the way of communicating the dialogue and plot of 
the story to the reader. When children read his books, 
they are not reading them with the goal of learning about 
and developing their understanding of pragmatics and 
syntax; they are simply reading stories that they are able 
to relate to, while unknowingly learning by practicing to 
read and understand whole sentences.
 Apart from the linguistics perspective, dialect, and 
vocabulary that Seuss implemented into his works, there 
is also the illustrative side to consider. Unfortunately, 
many individuals tend to disregard illustrated books. 
This is examined in Shelby Wolf’s Interpreting Literature 
with Children. She wrote,

Still, this [illustrative books] meaning is often 
untouched in K-8 classrooms today. Intermediate 
and middle school classrooms avoid picture 
books with the misguided perception that children 
have probably outgrown them. And in primary 
classrooms, where picture books continue to hold 
a prominent position, they are often seen as more 
amusing than a goldmine for analysis. (226)

As previously mentioned by Wolf, illustrated books are 
closely scrutinized as having less educational value. It 
is imperative that this ideology does not remain at the 
forefront on the topic of illustrative books in schools. 
Tools that can be used to improve student education 
should not be disregarded due to a preconceived notion 
that illustrative books are meant for not much more than 
entertainment. Wolf continued to argue that, 

Children’s interest in one kind of symbol making, 
writing, is best viewed within the context of 
children’s artistic and social lives, as that writing is 
couched within their drawing, talking, and playing. 
. . Stories, pictures, dramas- these are children’s 
ways of giving shape to their experiences, of 
figuring out who they are in relationship to the 
world and to each other. These are other children’s 
ways of making their own tools that will serve 
them throughout their lives. Humble and great, 
we doodle and sketch, share stories, and play out 
possibilities in our minds, enriching our adult lives 
with the child still within us. (56) 

If children use drawing and pictures as one form of 
developing and growing as individuals, then they are 
capable of learning from that same medium. In addition, 
many children like stories that they can relate to, and 
a great deal of Seuss’s plots consist of characters that 
children can identify with. Illustrated books are crucial 
to children’s learning, not only in the academic sense 
but also on a personal level of understanding both 
themselves and the world. Dr. Seuss’s books pave the 
way for children to learn about these things, but in an 
age-appropriate way; children still remain children 
through his bright, “wacky” cartoon-style illustrations.
 In addition, it is interesting that while Dr. Seuss’s 
books impact readers through their text and illustrations 
separately, the influence that they have as whole works 
of literature is astounding. For example, there are 
many issues concerning the world’s environment. In 
the year 1969, novelist and environmentalist Wallace 
Stegner published a paper entitled “Conservation 
Equals Survival”. The paper was largely forgotten until 
Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax came along. Matthew Teorey, in 
his article “The Lorax and Wallace Stegner: Inspiring 
“Children’s Environmental Activism”, he argued that 
Seuss’s book popularized the message being sent to 
readers in Stenger’s article. Teorey wrote,

Both Seuss and Stegner wanted to raise the 
common readers’ ecological literacy by alerting 
them to the dangers posed by modern industrial 
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society and their role in achieving solutions. 
However, Stegner’s essay quickly disappeared 
from the public consciousness, while Seuss’s story 
remains relevant more than 40 years later, and his 
character, the Lorax, has become an important 
part of the environmentalist vernacular. (1)

While “Conversation Equals Survival” made valid points, 
the article was directed towards adults. Perhaps this was 
the reason behind the paper rapidly falling out of the 
public eye. Seuss’s The Lorax does just the opposite 
of Stegner’s paper: it is an illustrated book whose 
intended audience was children. Is it possible that adults 
tend to forget that children, albeit younger and less 
understanding of the world, are also capable of changing 
it? For instance, as Teorey discussed after reading The 
Lorax, one child was inspired to pick up trash around 
her neighborhood. Stegner wrote, “This small personal 
action by a concerned child illustrates the significance 
of composing a text that creates a compelling narrative 
and reaches the common reader on a personal level. 
Seuss’s work compelled everyday people to love nature 
and act on its behalf by making it both the hero and 
the victim of The Lorax” (3). It is no secret that Seuss 
has a huge audience; if that one child was inspired to 
clean up their neighborhood, then one can imagine how 
many were inspired in total, particularly after this story 
became a huge blockbuster film. Children can make a 
huge difference in the world, and are capable of more 
than expected; the impact of Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax is 
proof of that.
  In addition to environmental issues, Seuss books 
have been used to connect children and their families 
to science, math, and literacy. In an article entitled, 
“Oh, What Seuss Can Induce: Using Intentionality to 
Connect Families with Classrooms through Science and 
Children’s Literature”, students took home activity kits to 
complete with their family. These kits were comprised of 
a Dr. Seuss book and an activity sheet. As stated in the 
article, “ Dr. Seuss books have been in circulation long 
enough that several generations have grown up reading 
them. This shared history offers classroom teachers an 
opportunity to connect to the familiarity and comfort 
level of students and their family members” (Thomas et. 
al 2). The students were to read different Seuss books, 
depending upon which subject they were learning, and 
fill out the activity sheet with their family. For instance, 
one of Dr. Seuss’s books, The Foot Book, was used in an 
activity kit that had children measure various items, such 
as their own and members of their household’s feet. The 
study went on to describe how to construct activity kits 
for various ages and levels. Additionally, it also detailed 
how to alter the kits, who could use them, and why they 
are beneficial.
 Apart from connecting students to environmental 
issues and various subjects, Dr. Seuss’s books have also 
been used to stimulate the development of their social 
skills. It is important that children have developed social 
skills appropriate for their age because it leads to future 

success in both school and society. In this case, the study 
focused on children beginning to start school; at their 
age, the appropriate social skills include: raising one’s 
hands, taking turns with their peers, and actively listening 
to other students without interrupting them (Wolf and 
Baker 172). However, every student is different, and 
some may not attain social skills at the same pace or 
as efficiently as other students. In order to help students 
develop social skills more effectively, teachers began to 
use literature. As stated in “Another Use For Dr. Seuss: 
Reading For Social Skills,”

Although this approach can be used in any number 
of classroom settings, literature lessons already 
represent a variety of social experiences that are 
just waiting to be discussed. Integrating social 
skills instruction into a literature lesson allows 
the teacher to help students interpret story events, 
empathize with characters’ feelings, and propose 
alternate outcomes. (qtd. in Wolf and Baker 173)

Regardless of their “wacky” vocabulary and cartoonish 
illustrations, the plot of many Dr. Seuss books deal with 
relevant issues. For example, as previously discussed, 
The Lorax teaches children about environmental issues. 
There are numerous Dr. Seuss books that were used 
in the study. Among these was Yertle the Turtle, as 
the theme involves Yertle bullying the other turtles. In 
addition, the theme of the following two books, Horton 
Hatches the Egg, and The 500 Hats of Bartholomew 
Cubbins, are perseverance. Surely, children who might 
not be as developed in certain subjects or areas as 
some of their other classmates could also relate to both 
bullying or being bullied and perseverance. These three 
books were not the only ones used. For example, if the 
teacher wanted to work on developing the student’s 
sense of responsibility, the teacher would read the 
student(s) Horton Hears a Who! or The Butter Battle 
Book. Afterward, the teacher would lead the class in a 
discussion about what that particular skill looked like and 
what it meant, which in this case was responsibility. After 
reading Horton Hears a Who!, whose main character, 
Horton, had to take care of a speck on which a “Who” 
had inhabited, the teacher would give the students an 
egg or a grape sealed in small plastic bags (depending 
on the age), and would assign them to take care of it for 
a certain amount of time. If the students succeeded, they 
would be rewarded with tokens or classroom activities 
such as computer time (Wolf and Baker 177). This is 
another example of how Seuss books can be used to 
teach children social skills by applying the book’s theme 
and plot to real-life situations.
  In conclusion, even through all the success, Seuss 
books have not always been well received. In fact, it took 
quite a while for teachers, librarians, and adults alike to 
accept them, with some of Dr. Seuss’s books remaining 
banned today. Many did not like his illustrations, did not 
prefer his American slang, or a combination of both (Nel 
9). As stated by children’s librarian Roth, “Dr. Seuss? Oh, 
we hide Dr. Seuss. . . well, not really. We keep him over 
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there on a special shelf. . .We’d really rather they read 
something better - something more like A. A. Milne” 
(Fensch). Children are at different developmental stages 
in their lives, and what benefits them will not necessarily 
be the same types of things that benefit adults; therefore, 
their books should not be held to the same criteria to 
which adult literature is held. Seuss books are more than 
just unusual pictures with silly words that hold children’s 
attention for a few minutes before bedtime. From the first 
Seuss book, And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry 
Street, published in 1937, to the very last Seuss book, 
Oh! The Places You’ll Go, published in 1990, Seuss 
wrote children’s literature for a span of over fifty years. 
Within that time span, Seuss certainly left his mark not 
only upon the world of children’s literature but on the 
world itself. He created words that are frequently used 
today, such as the word “nerd” and “Grinch” (Korbeck 
4), which is not an easy task to accomplish. In addition 
to Dr. Seuss’s books inspiring children to take action 
regarding environmental issues, to engaging children 
in learning different subjects in an unconventional and 
enjoyable way, and to teaching children social skills, his 
books also teach children that it is okay to be different, 
and that they do not need to follow the status quo. After 
all, “Today you are you. That is truer than true. There is 
no one alive who is you-er than you” (Seuss)!
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Psychoanalytic Examination of 
Stranger Things’ Eleven: Trials 
and Tribulations of Childhood 
Trauma on the “Child-Hero”

Chrisovolandou Gronowski

Abstract

This essay seeks to add to the psychoanalytic literature 
of film and TV series by analyzing a character of an 
extremely popular online series, Stranger Things. Eleven, 
a main character who possesses impressive psychic 
and telekinetic abilities, is the main subject of analysis. 
Eleven is examined as a child hero of the series who has 
a potential diagnosis of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), has significant psychosocial developmental 
delays that she continues to overcome as the series 
develops, and is an emblem for the cultural mythology 
of the 1980s. 

Psychoanalytic Examination of Stranger Things’ Eleven: 
Trials and Tribulations of Childhood Trauma on the 
“Child-Hero”

 An explosively popular Netflix series since its initial 
release in 2016, “Stranger Things” has taken the world 
by storm through a nostalgia-evoking story revolving 
around the strange disappearance of Will Byers, a child 
in the fictional town of Hawkins, Indiana (Stranger 
Things, 2016). A homage to the 1980s horror genre, 
the story tackles themes of government conspiracies, 
the supernatural evils that lurk just outside our own 
realities, as well as the amazing powers lurking in our 
subconscious minds. Despite its immense popularity and 
subtly nuanced story, little has been done to examine the 
series beyond the scope of being an engrossing narrative. 
With the expansive universe created by the Duffer 
brothers, it seems intimidating at first to pinpoint topics 
in Stranger Things to look at under the psychoanalytic 
microscope. However, substantial psychoanalysis can 
occur simply through the inspection of some of the 
characters in this universe. One character in particular, 
“Eleven,” is especially interesting in regards to looking at 
Stranger Things beyond the realm of fandom. 
 Stranger Things’ narrative begins with the 
disappearance of Will Byers, a 12-year-old boy who 
goes missing after a game of Dungeons and Dragons 
with his fellow friends, Mike, Dustin, and Lucas. The 
group teams up to search for Will, and with the help 
of Will’s mother, Joyce, and the chief of the police 
department, Hopper, they uncover the secret operations 
of a government laboratory that lead to the eventual 
recovery of Will. The laboratory reveals that they have 
opened a gate to another dimension, which looks almost 
identical to reality but has evil lurking within it. The 
children describe this evil in terms of monsters from their 

game: The Demogorgon, a violent creature that feasts 
on other animals that it had lured into its reality, and the 
Mind Flayer, a larger demonic entity that acts as a virus 
to infect Will in season two. The children work together 
to close this gate and battle these supernatural evils, 
but only truly succeed through the help of one specific 
character: a young girl named Eleven.
 Eleven, taking her namesake from the tattoo on 
her left forearm, was the subject of intense psychological 
experiments throughout her lifetime, beginning from 
birth. She was a product of a classified, conspiratorial 
US government project in which children were used to 
test their psychic abilities in hopes to create supernatural 
weaponry for future use. In defiance of her heinous 
past, Eleven persevered and developed into a child 
that became the hero of the series - but not without 
her psychological trauma following close behind. This 
paper seeks to examine Eleven’s place within the hero’s 
cycle of the narrative, her behaviors in regard to her 
past trauma, how her development was affected by this 
history of complex trauma, as well as her essential role 
to understand the “Stranger Things”’ cultural mythology 
of the time period that it is set to - the 1980s. 
 To fully understand Eleven’s place as the hero, 
one must be able to imagine her simultaneously as the 
child and hero archetypes. Jung describes this first idea 
of the child archetype as “...The child motif represents 
the preconscious, childhood aspect of the collective 
psyche,” (Jung, 1969, p. 161). Eleven is indeed a 
felicitous representation of this universal archetype, 
as she is perhaps the most innocent child of the party 
of four children in search of Will Byers during the first 
season, where she was introduced. While the other party 
members, Mike, Dustin, and Lucas, have developed 
relatively normally, Eleven has retained much of the 
naivety that stems from earlier stages in childhood. She 
has not been exposed to much of the outside world like 
her friends, who have lived in the suburbs of Hawkins 
and lived in nuclear familial situations. Yet in defiance 
to this naivety,  Eleven has also within herself unique 
powers contrary to her inexperienced persona; she has 
telekinetic and heightened psychic abilities developed 
through extensive experimentation in the Hawkins 
Laboratory over her lifetime. Jung described this 
dialectical opposition as 

“... a striking paradox in all child myths that the 
“child” is on the one hand delivered helpless into 
the power of terrible enemies and in continual 
danger of extinction, while on the other he 
possesses powers far exceeding those of ordinary 
humanity…the “child” is endowed with superior 
powers and, despite all dangers, will unexpectedly 
pull through,” (Jung, 1969, p. 289). 

With that being said, Eleven’s place within the “Stranger 
Things” universe is that of the child hero and follows the 
hero’s journey, a pattern of narratives that the American 
Scholar, Joseph Campbell, outlines in his book, “THE 
HERO WITH A THOUSAND FACES,” (1949). Heavily 
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influenced by Jung, Campbell details the journey as a 
myth that stories from the dawn of time follow: a hero 
that goes through the stages/acts of departing from the 
ordinary world (known just as Departure), initiation 
into the special world in which the hero goes through 
their trials and tribulations of the quest (known just as 
Initiation), and finally the return back to the ordinary 
world, with the task at hand finished (known just as 
Return) (Campbell, 1949). Christopher Vogler, in writing 
a guide to Campbell’s idea, further illustrated this idea as 

“..the theme of the hero myth is universal, occuring 
in every culture, in every time; it is as infinitely 
varied as the human race itself; and yet its basic 
form remains the same, an incredibly tenacious 
set of elements that spring in endless repetition 
from the deepest reaches of the mind of man,” 
(2007, p. 04).

 “Stranger Things” has been loosely structured into 
the timeless motif of the hero’s journey, with Eleven 
going through these three acts alongside her friends in 
her quest to save Will Byers from the special world, 
known as the Upside Down. Initially, Eleven does not 
want to go through with the quest to find Will Byers but 
is called to this adventure in hopes that she might redeem 
herself from the guilt of opening the gate to the Upside 
Down itself. Her call comes from the alliance she has 
made with her party members, who have become her 
friends and helped her come to the realization that she is 
the common denominator in the interaction between the 
real world and the Upside Down. Through trials of failed 
attempts to contact Will, near-death experiences of being 
taken to the Upside Down, and disturbing discoveries of 
people brutally murdered by the monstrous Demogorgon, 
Eleven manages to enter the Upside Down and complete 
her quest of defeating the evil that had stolen Will away 
from their reality. However, in an unexpected plot twist, 
Eleven does not return to complete the hero’s journey 
alongside her other friends at the end of season one. The 
season ends with her entrapped in the Upside Down, 
and she is not revealed to have come back to the real 
world until further information is released with the new 
season. She is returned refreshed and ready to tackle the 
hero’s cycle once more, with newfound strength and 
knowledge to begin to move on from her troubled past 
in Hawkins lab. 
 Unfortunately, her past has influenced and 
continues to influence her behaviors throughout the 
series, since she sustained complex childhood trauma 
from the moment she was born. From erratic responses 
of screaming, crying, and rocking herself, to constant 
hypervigilance and disturbing flashbacks of being 
dragged through hospital corridors only to be thrown 
in a small closet, Eleven’s past continues to haunt her 
mind despite her physical escape from the laboratory at 
the beginning of the series. It can be argued that Eleven 
meets the majority of criteria for a Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) diagnosis and utilizes many defense 

mechanisms in order to cope with her trauma and 
potential disorder.  
 While the series does not allow for one to truly 
apply a proper diagnosis considering the viewer does 
not necessarily hear much of Eleven’s inner dialogue 
or thought processes, it does allow for viewers to see 
some of the more obvious symptoms. Following the 
specifications of the American Psychiatric Association’s 
(APA) fifth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders , there are approximately 8 
sections of criteria, labeled criterions A-H, respectively, 
to which a client must endorse a certain amount of 
symptoms in order to be considered for the diagnosis of 
PTSD (APA, 2013). In the case of Eleven, it is possible 
to endorse her to symptoms in almost all sections in the 
diagnostic criteria of the DSM-V, with some of them 
being:
•	 She has experienced direct exposure to physical and 

psychological abuse (Criterion A);
•	 She experiences persistent flashbacks of her abuse, 

which cause her significant distress (Criterion B);
•	 She attempts to avoid trauma-related thoughts when 

brought up (Criterion C);
•	 She thinks of herself extremely negatively, that she is 

the true monster (Criterion D);
•	 She is often portrayed as feeling isolated from the 

rest of her group (Criterion D);
•	 She is hypervigilant to her surroundings and is easily 

startled (Criterion E);
•	 Her symptoms have caused significant social 

impairment at the beginning of the series, as well 
as consistent distress throughout the series, which 
continue on into her behaviors in season two. 
Symptoms (as far as the viewer can tell) are not 
caused by any other means, such as physical illness 
or substance abuse (Criterion F, G, H) (APA, 2013).

 Alongside this potential diagnosis, it seems 
that Eleven’s psychological development has been 
heavily influenced by her traumatic past. At the start 
of the series, she seems to be mute, and struggles with 
language, learning basic words such as “friend” and 
“promise” from her friends, building upon them to 
eventually learn to communicate in simple sentences. 
She also has a hard time trusting others, especially adult 
figures. In the first episode, she starves herself for days 
while on the run before eventually sneaking into a diner, 
due to the fear of encountering any adults. The minute 
the diner’s owner tries to help her, she goes silent and 
runs out the door as soon as he looks away to call a 
social worker. This could be because throughout her 
life she was not been given the appropriate nurturing 
environment to deal with the psychosocial crises at each 
stage of development - starting with the initial crisis of 
Trust versus Mistrust, all the way to her current crisis of 
Identity versus Role Confusion (Staff, 2011). According 
to Erik Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development, 
children must overcome each psychosocial crisis in 
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order to be able to utilize the subsequent skills and 
qualities learned for the future stages (Staff, 2011). Eleven 
has been at a disadvantage from the start since she was 
taken at birth and immediately placed in the hands of 
her abusers - affecting her ability to trust others and 
build positive relationships. However, in a more positive 
light, she seems to eventually work towards successfully 
overcoming this crisis by trusting her new friends, 
as well as the main adult figures in the show, such as 
Joyce Byers, Will’s mother, and Jim Hopper, chief of 
Hawkins Police Department. In season two, she begins 
to experiment with handling the current crisis of Identity 
versus Role Confusion, as she spends much of the season 
seeking her own true identity, starting with the basics. 
She eventually discovers her true name, Jane, and begins 
the path towards building an identity for herself that was 
taken from her by the Hawkins Laboratory. 
  On a last note, it seems that Eleven’s unique 
character design is a brilliant ode to the cultural 
mythology of the 1980’s. Psychoanalyst Glen Gabbard 
discusses multiple ways in which viewers can look at 
films under the psychoanalytic lens, one of which being 
“as an explication of underlying cultural mythology...” 
(Gabbard, 1997). Going deeper than the various 
references to 1980s pop culture throughout the series, 
“Stranger Things” utilized Eleven by placing her in 
a position to reenact several elements of conspiracy 
theories centered on the belief that the US government 
had conducted secretive, strange experiments during the 
1980s. Some of these projects include Project Montauk, 
Project MK-ULTRA, and the Stargate Project - all of 
which dealt with experimentation in psychic abilities 
and telekinesis, mind control, and telepathy, respectively 
(White, 2017). In the series, Eleven was the subject of 
various psychological experiments very similar to the 
ones that many accuse the United States’ government 
of conducting, which supposedly utilized similar 
experimental constructs, such as sensory deprivation 
tanks, dark rooms, and personal items/pictures to 
conduct remote viewing. In addition, it was revealed 
that Eleven was the daughter of a female who was 
apart of experiments extremely similar to MK-ULTRA, 
another project run by the United States government that 
included the use of various hallucinogenic drugs being 
administered in hopes to unleash some kind of psychic 
powers from the subconscious (White, 2017). Eleven, 
therefore, carries the anxieties of these conspiracies 
wrapped up in an amazing character, who also happens 
to really adore Eggos. Furthermore, she also begins to 
overcome her tragic past and increase her own inner 
strength through her successes of defeating both the 
Demogorgon and the Mind Flayer at the end of both 
seasons one and two, respectively. These displays of 
victory offer viewers the unconscious release to pent-up 
anxieties that are a result of various plot points in the 
series and ultimately send viewers the message that good 
came from the horrible things done to this child. This 
release extends outward to assist the viewer in coping 

with the unconscious anxieties of the past cultural 
mythology discussed previously; by providing a positive 
outcome to the conspiracies that left many of those who 
lived in the 1980s quite concerned, the viewer can 
subconsciously sooth the anxiety revolving around these 
events with this newfound idea that the evils of these 
past events can be dealt with, even conquered. 
 “Stranger Things” encompasses the potential for 
countless layers of analysis with a complex plot line and 
even more complex messages being portrayed beyond 
its initial narrative. By focusing on the psychoanalysis of 
the character Eleven, we can begin to see the underlying 
themes of “Stranger Things”,  implicating the need to look 
deeper into the series from other angles. Eleven is a strong 
female character that endured a lifetime of abuse, yet 
possesses abilities to destroy things far beyond the scope 
of human imagination. She may display characteristics of 
PTSD and be set back in her psychosocial development, 
but she is still the true hero of the town of Hawkins, that 
has won the hearts of millions of viewers. The nostalgia 
she brings to the table from the 1980s is just syrup on our 
eggos, and it will be exciting to watch her development 
in the future of the “Stranger Things” series. 
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Understanding What It Means 
to Be Asian American

Sharlene Macasieb

 Different literary works surrounding concepts 
of the New West have conjured thought-provoking 
discussions. The New West is a redefining of the 
American frontier, touching on topics such as race, 
class, and gender within the history of the United States. 
One pair of topics that seems almost inseparable within 
these conversations are identity and race in America. 
For Asian Americans, there is a struggle of not knowing 
where or whom they identify with. Pinpointing the 
exact definition of being “Asian American” proves 
to be unhelpful due to the wide range of topics and 
cultures this term extends towards. Rather than focusing 
one’s attention on a definitive answer, it is much more 
impactful to one’s learning if one instead examine 
factors that influence this identity. Race consciousness 
provides a starting point to how attitudes, relationships 
between people and food, and outcomes of assimilation 
can ultimately lead to a deeper understanding of what 
influences Asian American identity. 
 Childhood is often associated with fond and 
youthful memories. While many of them focus on the 
happier moments, the bad memories leave just as big 
an impression. They have the power to influence the 
construction of one’s identity and relationship with the 
world. In Eddie Huang’s memoir Fresh Off the Boat, 
growing up in the United States with Chinese immigrant 
parents proves to be challenging in his adolescent years, 
but his interaction with food is what puts a different 
take on his story. This is because as he is eating these 
meals, he is also consuming his identity. Food culture 
is very unique because it is almost inseparable from 
race. An aspect of critical race theory touches on the 
notion of race consciousness: “race consciousness is 
a normative behavior that develops in a society where 
racial stratification is present” (Pitts 667). It is also a “ 
racially conscious group...more than a mere aggregation 
of individuals zoologically distinguishable from other 
ethnic groups. It is a social unit struggling for status in 
a society” (Pitts 667). Throughout the novel, Eddie is 
continuously trying to figure out who he is and where 
he belongs in America. This is crucial in understanding 
his relationship with food because he uses food as a 
means to find a place in America, since it is difficult for 
him to assimilate on his own. Food is very unique to 
a culture since it reflects on the people and history of 
where those ethnic groups originate from. For those who 
are not familiar with those particular sights and smells, 
the initial impression may not always be positive. In the 
book, Eddie transfers to a new school where majority 
of the student body is White. When he unpacks his 
Chinese based lunch, his peers bully and harass him 
because they are not familiar with those foods,“...they’d 

stand across the room pointing at me with their noses 
pinched, eyes pulled back, telling ching-chong jokes. It 
was embarrassing so I asked my mom to start packing 
me some white people food” (Huang 30). The Chinese 
food he is familiar with is foreign to the rest of the 
American students, so he concludes that in order to fit 
in, he must mimic the American student’s food. Huang 
writes, “I proudly pulled out my Kid Cuisine, still cold in 
my hand, penguins grinning, and got in line. I was third 
in line so I wouldn’t have to wait too long” (32). As he is 
trying to fit in with the rest of his peers, he immediately 
gets rejected. He explains,“I was getting ready to pop 
open the oven door when Edgar grabbed me by my 
shirt and threw me to the ground. ‘Chinks get to the 
back!’” (Huang 32). Another instance that showcases 
the interaction with food resurfaces when Eddie is about 
to eat dinner at his friend Jeff Miller’s house. Jeff is the 
son of a doctor, and as a result lives a very luxurious life. 
Social status is a key aspect that contributes to Eddie’s 
perception on White culture. He walks into their house 
and shockingly exclaims, “Everywhere you walked: toys, 
games, huge television, stuffed animals, it was like living 
in a Toys ‘R’Us. I remember thinking to myself that if 
I died, I wanted to come back a white man” (Huang 
39). It is not just their means of living Eddie wants to 
be apart of, it is their lifestyle in general. At dinner, he 
sees something completely new and different: tuna fish 
sandwiches and macaroni and cheese. He describes 
what it looks like in confusion, “The bowl was filled with 
goopy orange stuff...The other bowl was gray and filled 
with a fibrous material mixed with celery” (Huang 40). 
Being the son of second-generation Chinese immigrants, 
the smells and tastes of the food are completely different 
to him. The next sentence illustrates how unfamiliar he 
is with these foods,“I took a deep breath, clutched my 
orange juice, and forced myself to take a bite. Right on 
cue, gag reflex, boom went the orange juice” (Huang 
40). Although Eddie takes an immediate dislike to the 
food, he forces himself to endure it because he believes 
that is what is needed to be done in order to assimilate. 
Food in this scene becomes symbolic because it relates 
to class structure, race, and most importantly, hierarchy. 
In her book Consumption and Identity in Asian 
American Coming-of-Age Novels, Jennifer Ho finds that, 
“analyzing and understanding foodways in the shaping 
of our identities allows us to see food as a sustenance for 
our bodies as well as our minds” (147). For Eddie, food 
is central to his adolescent development because it plays 
a prominent role in shaping his life. It acts as a medium 
for consuming an identity that he associates with White 
culture. By looking at the relationship between food and 
identity, one can understand how food influences Asian 
Americans conception of race. 
 George Herbert Mead was a sociologist and 
psychologist primarily known for creating the theory of 
symbolic interactionism. He asserts that:

The central theme of symbolic interactionism is 
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that human life is lived in the symbolic domain. 
Symbols are culturally derived social objects 
having shared meanings that are created and 
maintained in social interaction. Through 
language and communication, symbols provide 
the means by which reality is constructed. 
Reality is primarily a social product, and all that 
is humanly consequential—self, mind, society, 
culture—emerges from and is dependent on 
symbolic interactions for its existence. (Gecas and 
Tsushima 1611)

According to Mead’s theory, individuals create symbols 
and associate meaning to it by interaction. In relation 
to Fresh Off the Boat, Eddie absorbs these symbolic 
interactions with his peers and deems them as paths to 
social hierarchy. In his eyes, in order to fit in, he must 
mimic that exact same lifestyle. The reality he constructs 
is that he needs to do this not just for his peers to accept 
him but to gain that power and dominance they have 
over him and assimilate into white culture.
 While analyzing Eddie’s relationship with food is 
one way of understanding how relationships form with 
second-generation immigrants, it is not the only way. 
The looking-glass self is a social psychological concept 
by Charles Cooley. He theorizes that “...our self-
concepts are formed as reflections of the responses and 
evaluations of others in our environment” (Gecas and 
Schwalbe 77). In other words, through the perceptions 
others hold on a person, that individual begins to develop 
an identity that is very similar. Immediately after Eddie’s 
classmate pushes him on the ground while waiting in 
line to microwave his Kid Cuisine, he becomes violent. 
“Finally, something went off in me...I grabbed his arm 
and threw it in the microwave. With my other hand I 
grabbed the door and slammed it on his arm as hard 
as I could. I wanted to kill him” (Huang 32). This act 
was a result of the violence Eddie endures. His identity 
assembles through this interaction and he becomes a 
reflection of his peer. With the combination of Mead 
and Cooley’s theory, it can be concluded that one’s 
identity cannot form without the influence of others. It 
constructs symbolic interactions with others, in which 
the individual absorbs their perceptions and makes it a 
reality. 
 From the information above, it becomes clear that 
Eddie struggles with assimilation. This concept is not new 
to second-generation immigrants, but by introducing other 
theories of assimilation one can understand the different 
factors that contribute to it and how each individual is 
uniquely different. The outcome for each individual and 
their families vary depending on lifestyle and societal 
factors, so generalizing the paths each second-generation 
immigrant takes into a singular outcome is close to 
impossible. Segmented assimilation is a theory with a 
set of three different paths second-generation immigrants 
tend to follow. These include: “upward assimilation, 
downward assimilation, and upward mobility...These 
paths correspond to three processes that summarize 

the relations between immigrant children, their 
parents, and the wider ethnic community – consonant, 
dissonant, and selective acculturation” (Waters et al. 
2). “Consonant acculturation occurs when the children 
and parents both learn American culture and gradually 
abandon their home language and ‘old country’ ways 
at about the same pace”, and selective acculturation 
“occurs when parents and children both gradually learn 
American ways while remaining embedded, at least in 
part, in the ethnic community” (Waters et al. 2). Eddie 
would be categorized into the dissonant acculturation 
path, where Portes and Rumbaut argue that “children 
learn English and adopt American ways far faster than 
do their immigrant parents” (qtd. in Waters et al. 2). 
As a result, they struggle with racial discrimination far 
more harshly because there is a disconnect between 
the child and the parents, which causes the children to 
receive less support.  What these three paths suggest is 
that the outcome of assimilation for second-generation 
immigrants and their families varies per household. A 
survey was conducted with “young adults aged 18 to 
32 at the time of the interview in 1999-2000 who were 
born in the U.S. to parents who immigrated after 1965 
(the second generation) or who were born abroad but 
arrived in the U.S. by age 12 and grew up in the U.S.” 
(Waters et al. 4). In order to assess the various results 
of assimilation, the following socioeconomic outcomes 
were investigated: “being a high school dropout, 
being unemployed, having been arrested, having been 
incarcerated, being a teen parent by age 18, being a 
college graduate by age 22, and being in a professional/
entrepreneurial occupation by age 25” (Waters et al. 5). 
The study was taken by “Dominican, Chinese, South 
American and Russian Jews...and Puerto Rican” (Waters 
et al. 5) second-generation groups. The data from the 
survey represents the following: “though groups vary, 
only 10 percent of our respondents experience dissonant 
acculturation, whereas 20 percent can be classified 
as consonant and another 70 percent as selective 
acculturation” (Waters et al. 8). The negative and positive 
adaptations from these different ethnic groups, combined 
with various socioeconomic outcomes, illustrate that 
assimilation is not only about trying to mimic the same 
lifestyle as the dominant culture. As Eddie puts it after 
seeing Jeff’s luxurious lifestyle “...I was ready to convert. 
I wanted to be white so fucking bad” (Huang 40). When 
he is speaking about converting to White culture, he is 
not taking into account the different factors that shape 
the outcome of one’s life, nor is he realizing that it is 
not it that easy to assimilate. Eddie Huang’s voice is just 
one of the many voices that make up second-generation 
Asian Americans; each of their stories and upbringings 
are uniquely different. 
 While this information may seem like common 
knowledge, it is still very crucial to present this, especially 
within the topic of race. When Asian Americans share 
stories with each other about their childhood, families, 
and relationships, they take comfort in being able to 
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relate to one another. They relate to the story, feelings, 
and emotions that they express. However, what they 
cannot relate to is the individual’s personal life. In 
his book Disoriented: Asian Americans, Law, and the 
Nation-State, Robert Chang “...reveals ‘Asian America’ 
to denote something more than communities held 
together by residential segregation, language, or culture 
of the ancestral homeland. ‘Asian America’ is not located 
in the bodies of its constituent members. Rather ‘Asian 
America’ conveys a sense of community, place, and 
cultural space…” (6). Although each individual has their 
own unique story to tell, as a whole there becomes an 
overwhelming sense of connection and belonging; this 
is where we can understand another part of how Asian 
American identity comes together.
 The common thread running through symbolic 
interactionism, the looking-glass self, and segmented 
assimilation is that there is not one unifying definition 
of what it means to be Asian American. If one’s 
understanding of themselves is based on the people they 
interact with every day and they become a reflection 
of those around them, it is very difficult to point out 
where exactly their identity stems from. The same 
thing can be said with assimilation. There are various 
socioeconomic factors that contribute to this, making 
the outcome different for each individual and family. 
Race consciousness allows others to see the strain put 
on individuals who are trying to find their racial identity. 
When Asian American immigrants connect with other 
individuals who share the same experiences within 
their own cultural space, they can see another way of 
how Asian American identity forms. These different 
points showcase the variety of ways socioeconomic 
factors influence identity; it is not just based on how 
they view themselves or who they want to be. Defining 
what it means to be Asian Americans is not enough. 
Understanding the different parts that contribute to its 
meaning, however, opens up a deeper connection 
between the individual and their relationship with the 
world. 
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West Coast Tensions:
The Push for Internment in 
World War II

James Miura

 On February 19th, 1942, an extreme measure was 
taken by the United States with the signing of Executive 
Order 9066, an order giving select officials the authority 
to designate areas within which the movements of any 
person would fall under military control.1 The areas 
designated as exclusion zones included the majority of 
the West Coast of the United States. The primary intent 
of the order was to allow for the Japanese population 
of the United States to be interned in camps across the 
United States. The Executive Order was signed two and 
a half months after tensions between the U.S. and Japan 
had culminated in the bombing of Pearl Harbor and 
the United States’ declaration of war against Japan. The 
movement of Japanese Americans along the Pacific coast 
was restricted on March 2nd and was quickly followed 
by the freezing of financial assets, with internment itself 
beginning on March 24th.2 The stated justification for 
the internment of Japanese Americans was to reduce the 
threat of them collaborating with the Japanese. Although 
the perceived threat of Japanese American collaboration 
with Imperial Japan in WWII was an undeniable cause 
for the U.S. internment of the Japanese, a significant 
portion of the support for internment came from 
groups with pre-existing tensions against the Japanese 
Americans, particularly along the West Coast. These 
tensions led to support for Japanese internment in the 
hope that it would result in the appropriation of Japanese 
properties and reduce the Japanese American presence 
on the West Coast. From these facts, it is clear that the 
primary motivation for internment was the pre-existing 
resentment against Japanese Americans along the West 
Coast of the United States. 

Anti-Japanese Sentiment From the 1900s to the 1920s

 In the first place, ethnic discrimination against 
Japanese Americans was already prevalent on the 
West Coast prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor and 
the declaration of war against Japan. It had its roots in 
the anti-Chinese movements, with Japanese Americans 
being added to the list of undesirable aliens competing 
for jobs with white workers. As the Japanese presence 
along the West Coast expanded from around 18,629 in 
1900 to 93,490 in 1920, Japanese Americans became 
the primary focus of much of the anti-Asian resentment 
in the United States. 3 

1  Exec. Order. No. 9066, (February 19, 1942), https://catalog.
archives.gov/id/5730250.
2  Roger Daniels, Prisoners Without Trial: Japanese Americans in 
World War II (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004), 53.
3  The data provided here was originally found in the Japanese 
Immigration and Population table in Daniels’ Prisoners without Trial 
which itself was sourced from U.S. census data. I took the leeway 

 One reason for the strength of the anti-Japanese 
movement was the American fear of Imperial Japan. The 
worldviews of many early 20th Century white westerners 
were predicated on the idea of a fundamental white 
supremacy, whereby whites as the race most inclined 
to success had the responsibility of taking charge over 
the lesser races. This concept of the “white man’s 
burden” is aptly demonstrated by Rudyard Kipling’s 
poem of the same name. The rapid rise of Japan and the 
defeat of Russia in the Russo-Japanese war threatened 
this supremacist perspective and brought about fears 
of Imperial Japan, ushering in the concept of a “yellow 
peril” whereby the “lesser races” would potentially rise 
up against the supremacy of the white race. The idea 
of the Japanese as the vanguard of a future race war 
spread across the Western world, and these views were 
prominently upheld in newspapers across the United 
States.4 These beliefs influenced the development of 
many anti-Japanese organizations on the West Coast.
 In particular, this is demonstrated by the Asiatic 
Exclusion League, a particularly influential anti-Japanese 
organization during the period. It was founded on May 
14, 1905 and was initially composed almost entirely 
of California labor unions such as the Building Trades 
Council and the Sailor’s Union. Speeches at the League 
made clear the racial animosity that motivated the 
league, such as one which said that “an eternal law of 
nature has decreed that the white cannot assimilate the 
blood of another without corrupting the very springs 
of civilization.”5 The League consistently pushed for 
boycotts of Japanese American products and services, as 
well as lobbying for legislation targeting the Japanese. 
The league eventually became defunct, but the league’s 
anti-Japanese legacy continued on undiminished as the 
organizations constituting the league pursued their goals 
separately.
 Equally important to the anti-Japanese movement 
was the Native Sons of the Golden West, a powerful 
fraternity with significant political influence whose 
membership was limited to Californians whose families 
had settled during the Gold Rush. The Native Sons of the 
Golden West frequently attacked Japanese Americans in 
speeches and with their monthly publication the Grizzly 
Bear. An example of the animosity espoused towards 
Japanese Americans would be this quote from an issue 
of the Grizzly Bear from 1913, “Would you like your 
daughter to marry a Japanese? If not, demand that your 

of checking Daniels’ table against the figures provided by the U.S 
Census in their table “Color or Race and Nativity with Parentage 
and Sex for the Native White Population, for Divisions and States: 
1920”, and noted that Daniels had mistakenly labeled the West Coast 
Japanese population as 94,490 instead of 93,490. Considering how 
close the number was, and how the other numbers matched the 
census data, the presumption is that it was a simple typo or mistaken 
addition. Daniels, Prisoners Without Trial, 8.
4  Greg Robinson, A Tragedy of Democracy: Japanese Confinement 
in North America (Chichester, New York: Columbia University Press, 
2009), 13.
5  Roger Daniels, The Politics of Prejudice: The Anti-Japanese 
Movement in California and the Struggle for Japanese Exclusion 
(Gloucester, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1966), 28.
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representative in the Legislature vote for segregation 
of whites and Asiatics in the public schools.”6 This 
exhortation for members to lobby for anti-Japanese 
legislation was a common occurrence for the Native 
Sons. One of the reasons for the significance of the 
organization’s anti-Japanese bias was due to the prestige 
of the fraternity, with prominent members of the Native 
Sons including such powerful figures as U.S. President 
Richard M. Nixon and Chief Justice of the United 
States Earl Warren.7 This demonstrated the fraternity’s 
substantial influence on the California Legislature, 
influence frequently wielded against the Japanese 
American population.
 However, though the Asiatic Exclusion League 
and the Native Sons of the Golden West were two 
of the most important groups in the anti-Japanese 
movements of the early 20th Century, they were hardly 
the only organizations involved. Others included the 
California wing of the American Legion, the California 
State Federation of Labor, the California Farm Bureau 
Federation, and the Grower-Shipper Vegetable 
Association, as well as other significant unions and 
farming associations.8 These organizations were primarily 
motivated by the Japanese success in agriculture, and 
the competition that this growth necessitated between 
Japanese and White farmers.9 The success of Japanese 
American farmers along the West Coast can be 
demonstrated by the fact that agricultural land owned 
or leased by Japanese Americans in California increased 
from 37,680 acres in 1904 to 458,056 acres in 1919. 
10  Also, Japanese American farming was extremely 
intensive, producing almost three times the production 
per acre over the average Californian farmer, and by 1919 
Japanese American farmers produced approximately 
10% of the total market share of California crops.11 The 
anti-Japanese labor unions and farmers associations 
were composed primarily of white workers interested 
in reducing the competition they faced, and as such, 
they had a vested interest in seeing Japanese Americans 
dispossessed of their lands. It was this interest that 
frequently motivated their political lobbying. 
 As a result, due to the lobbying of anti-Japanese 
organizations along the West Coast, legislators from the 
West Coast were the primary anti-Japanese agitators 
in government. Prominent examples of anti-Japanese 
legislators during the period included California Governor 
and later Senator Hiram Johnson, as well as Washington 
6  Grizzly Bear (Los Angeles, CA) March, 1913, 6.
7  G. Edward White, Earl Warren: A Public Life (New York: Oxford 
Publishing Press, 1982), 29; Plaque, Richard Nixon – A Native Son, 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum, Yorba Linda, CA.
8  James McDonald, “Democratic Failure and Emergencies: Myth 
or Reality?”, Virginia Law Review, Vol. 93, (November 2007): 
1800-1802.
9  Ibid., 1811.
10  Daniels, Politics of Prejudice, 9.  
11  Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, 
Personal Justice Denied: Report of the Commission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1982), 43.

Congressman Albert Johnson.12 The effect that the racial 
animus against Japanese Americans had on legislatures 
in the early 20th century can be demonstrated by the 
anti-Japanese actions and legislation passed during the 
period. These numerous legislative acts were heavily 
supported by the anti-Japanese groups and organizations 
on the West Coast. One important example of anti-
Japanese actions during the period would be the San 
Francisco Board of Education’s 1906 order to segregate 
Japanese American students to Oriental schools.13 
This order, which was pushed heavily by the Asiatic 
Exclusion League, was merely the forerunner to a tide of 
anti-Japanese legislation. 
 For example, there were many laws passed with 
the intent to discriminate against the Japanese in the 
decades before World War II. Two of the most significant 
acts of legislation against Japanese Americans were the 
1913 and 1920 Alien Land Law acts of California that 
prevented aliens ineligible for citizenship from owning 
agricultural land.14 The primary targets of the Alien Land 
Laws were Issei, first-generation Japanese immigrants 
to America who were ineligible for citizenship. Though 
the Asiatic Exclusion League and other supporters of 
anti-Japanese legislation would have preferred the laws 
to have a broader scope that included all Japanese 
Americans, it was far easier for the California legislature 
to craft legislation targeting non-citizens like the Issei. 
This was largely due to the tendency for legislation 
aimed at Japanese-American citizens to run afoul of 
constitutional concerns, with the threat of the courts 
overruling legislation targeting non-citizens like the 
Issei. The anti-Japanese motivation for the Alien Land 
Laws was made clear in a 1920 letter from Hiram 
Johnson, the Governor turned Senator from California 
who had pushed both laws, wherein he wrote that “The 
naturalization of Japanese would be most abhorrent to 
our people, and, of course, be vigorously resisted . . . It is 
an incontrovertible fact that the Japanese continue ever 
Japanese, that their allegiance is always to Tokio, and 
even in the event of Naturalization, they would continue 
alien, and their loyalty would ever be, not to the United 
States, but to Japan.”15 The attitudes expressed in the 
aforementioned letter by Senator Johnson were widely 
held, particularly on the West Coast of the United 
States. The growth of anti-Japanese sentiment eventually 
resulted in the complete restriction of immigration from 
Japan, as the Japanese were added to the already existing 
exclusion acts targeting the Chinese via the passage of 
the Johnson-Reed Act of 1924.

12  No known relation. Senator Hiram Johnson was well-known for 
pushing anti-Japanese laws such as the
1913 Alien Land Law. Meanwhile, the 1924 Johnson-Reed Immigration 
act that restricted Japanese Immigration was named after 
Congressman Albert Johnson.
13  Daniels, Politics of Prejudice, 34.
14  Ibid., 63, 88.
15  Hiram Johnson, The Diary Letters of Hiram Johnson 1917-1945 
v.3, ed. Robert E. Burke (New York: Garland, 1983), 11.
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Nativist Groups and Farmer’s Associations from the 
1920s to Internment

 Despite closing the doors to Japanese immigration 
into the United States, tensions on the West Coast were 
not diminished, as anti-Japanese sentiments remained 
strong. The desire to see the Japanese dispossessed of 
their land was still prominent after the 1920s, as laws 
such as the Alien Land Laws had largely failed to 
prevent the Japanese from continuing to purchase and 
own agricultural land on the West Coast. By 1940, 
Japanese American farmers produced about $2.7 
million worth of crops in Oregon, approximately $4 
million in Washington, and approximately $32 million 
in California.16 This was less than they had produced in 
1919, but this dip corresponded with the drop in crop 
prices during the Great Depression. In general, the 
Japanese still had a large presence in the agricultural 
sector. Due in large part to this economic success, 
nativist groups and farmers associations along the West 
Coast were still preoccupied with their racial animus 
against Japanese Americans by the time of the U.S. entry 
into World War II. 
 In particular, racial animus was demonstrated 
by the Native Sons of the Golden West, who remained 
staunch opponents of Japanese Americans during the 
period. That these negative views were still held by 
the Native Sons of the Golden West was demonstrated 
by a statement in the July 1942 issue of the Grizzly 
Bear, wherein it was proposed that “organizations and 
individuals actually desirous of preserving California as 
a paradise of the White Man for all time . . . Dispossess 
the Japanese of every foot of land, rural and urban, to 
which they now claim title. Challenge the citizenship of 
every Jap---his right to exercise in the United States the 
voting privilege.”17 These views were used as the basis of 
a series of lobbying actions, lawsuits, and constitutional 
amendment proposals that the organization put forward, 
as exemplified by Regan v. King, wherein the Grand 
Secretary of the Native Sons sued the county registrar 
of San Francisco to have Japanese American citizens 
stripped of voting rights. Grand Secretary Regan alleged, 
“that his rights and privileges as an elector, secured 
to him by law, are impaired by permitting ineligible 
persons [Japanese] to exercise the rights and privileges of 
electors of the State of California.”18 These anti-Japanese 
perspectives of the Native Sons were shared by other 
organizations, most notably Farming Associations.
 Accordingly, during the 1940s, Farming 
Associations remained significant lobbyists in the anti-
Japanese movement. The Western Growers Protective 
Association was an example of a farmer’s organization 
that supported actions against Japanese Americans, 
as it made clear in letters and statements directed to 
significant political figures during the war. An example 

16   Personal Justice Denied, 43.
17  Clarence M. Hunt, “Do We?” Grizzly Bear (Los Angeles, CA) July, 
1942, 16.
18  Regan v. King, 49 F. Supp. 222 (N.D. Cal. 1942)

of this is a 1942 letter directed to then Attorney General 
of California, Earl Warren, wherein the President of the 
Western Growers Protective Association wrote that “We 
trust that your office will make a sincere effort to eliminate 
as many of these undesirable aliens from the lands of 
California as is possible at this time. Let me assure you 
that our entire organization . . . is behind you squarely 
in any action you see fit to take in this matter, looking 
forward to the elimination of these alien enemies in our 
midst.”19 Earl Warren ran for Governor of California later 
that year. As a candidate in the gubernatorial race, it was 
clear that the support of the anti-Japanese organizations 
would be highly advantageous, and in fact, Earl Warren 
won and became governor.  From this, it becomes 
clear that there was significant political pressure from 
agricultural lobbyists to support internment, particularly 
on the West Coast. 
 To clarify, farming associations were motivated 
more by the desire to appropriate Japanese American 
property than they were by any worries about Japanese 
sabotage. This was made clear by a statement from 
the secretary of the Salinas Vegetable Grower-Shipper 
Association. The statement was made while he was 
actively lobbying for Japanese removal in Washington 
and read “We’re charged with wanting to get rid of the 
Japs for selfish reasons. We might as well be honest. We 
do. It’s a question of whether the white man lives on the 
Pacific Coast or the brown men. . . . If all the Japanese 
were removed tomorrow, we’d never miss them in two 
weeks . . . And we don’t want them back when the war 
ends, either.”20 The statements made by the Grower-
Shipper Association were indicative of the attitudes held 
by other agricultural organizations along the West Coast. 

The Military Threat of Japanese Americans

Prior to World War II, rising tensions with Japan across 
the Pacific were already exacerbating anti-Japanese 
sentiment across the West Coast. Though the 1924 
Johnson-Reed Act prevented immigration from Japan, 
anti-Japanese activists still felt threatened by the 
Japanese presence in the United States. The expansionist 
tendencies of Imperial Japan were used to demonize 
Japanese Americans, as prophets preaching the dangers 
of the Yellow Peril claimed that war with Japan was nigh 
inevitable and that in the event of such a war, the Japanese 
in America would naturally side with Japan.21 This belief 
in the inherent danger that Japanese Americans posed 
to the United States was echoed at the highest echelons 

19  S.V. Christierson to Earl Warren, 7 January 1942, Folder A16.201 
(1/2), Barnhart research on “Americans Betrayed” by Morton 
Grodzins, The Japanese American Evacuation and Resettlement: A 
Digital Archive, Bancroft Library. http://digitalassets.lib.berkeley.edu/
jarda/ucb/text/reduced/cubanc6714_b012a16_0201_1.pdf
20  Frank J. Taylor “The People Nobody Wants: The Plight of Japanese 
Americans in 1942” Saturday Evening Post, May 2017. http://www.
saturdayeveningpost.com/2017/05/31/in-the-magazine/people-
nobody-wants.html.
21  Roger Daniels, The Politics of Prejudice: The Anti-Japanese 
Movement in California and the Struggle for Japanese Exclusion 
(Gloucester, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1966), 71.
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of power, as demonstrated by a 1934 memorandum 
from the State Department claiming that during a war 
between the United States and Japan, the entire Japanese 
Population on the West Coast would rise in support of 
Tokyo.22 This atmosphere of distrust towards Japanese 
Americans prepared the way for wartime allegations of 
collaboration during World War II.
 Finally, animosity towards Japanese Americans 
reached a crescendo after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. The pre-existing fears of Japanese American 
untrustworthiness were magnified by the crisis, and 
these tensions were not aided by an event known as 
the Ni‘ihau Incident that occurred directly after the 
bombing. Though not particularly well known by the 
public, information about the incident was available 
to the government. The Ni‘ihau Incident was the 
crash-landing of Imperial Japanese pilot Shigenori 
Nishikaichi on the Hawaiian island of Ni‘ihau.23 Though 
the pilot had his pistol and papers taken from him by 
a local Hawaiian named Hawila Kaleohano, he was 
otherwise well-treated.24 The pilot, who was desperate 
to retrieve his papers, was aided in his efforts by three 
local Japanese, Ishimatsu Shintani, Yoshio Harada, 
and Harada’s wife, Irene. The incident culminated in 
Harada and Nishikaichi taking a hostage at gunpoint and 
burning down the house containing the papers. In the 
end, locals mustered a desperate resistance that ended 
with Nishikaichi dead, and Harada having committed 
suicide with his shotgun.25  To some government and 
military officials, this incident seemed an example of the 
racial loyalty of Japanese Americans, as demonstrated 
by Naval Lt. C.B. Baldwin’s report, wherein he wrote 
that “The fact that the two Niihau Japanese who had 
previously shown no anti-American tendencies went 
to the aid of the pilot when Japanese domination of 
the island seemed possible, indicates likelihood that 
Japanese residents previously believed loyal to the 
United States may aid Japan if further Japanese attacks 
appear successful.” 26 This incident may have motivated 
the later, ill-founded statements of government officials 
about the threats posed to the West Coast by Japanese 
American collaborators.

The Role of Racial Prejudice in Influencing Govern-
ment Officials

 It is important to realize that although there 
were examples, such as the Ni’ihau Incident, to 
support the idea that Japanese Americans might be a 
security threat, the role that racial prejudice played in 
motivating government officials to support internment is 

22  Robinson, Tragedy of Democracy, 34.
23  Allan Beekman, The Niihau Incident: The True Story of 
the Japanese Fighter Pilot who, After the Pearl Harbor Attack, 
Crashlanded on the Hawaiian island of Niihau and Terrorized the 
Residents (Honolulu: Heritage Press of Pacific, 1982), 29.
24  The name utilized in Beekman’s Niihau Incident was Howard 
Kaleohano, but as this simply was a Romanized version of 
Kaleohano’s name, his Hawaiian name Hawila has been used.
25  Beekman, Niihau Incident, 83.
26  Ibid., 112.

undeniable. Though the argument of military necessity 
may have seemed reasonable after events such as the 
Ni‘ihau Incident, the government possessed a significant 
amount of evidence that the internment of Japanese 
Americans was not necessary. This is demonstrated by 
the 1941 Munson Report. Curtis B. Munson, a wealthy 
Midwestern businessman, investigated the issue of 
Japanese American loyalty on behalf of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Munson spoke with FBI and 
Office of Naval Intelligence investigators, as well as 
Japanese Americans and people acquainted with them. 
In his report, Munson wrote that “We do not want to 
throw a lot of American citizens into a concentration 
camp of course, and especially as the almost unanimous 
verdict is that in case of war they will be quiet, very 
quiet. . . . There will probably be some sabotage by 
paid Japanese agents and the odd fanatical Jap, but the 
bulk of these people will be quiet because, in addition 
to being quite contented with the American way of life, 
they know they are ‘in a spot.’”27 High-ranking officials 
should certainly have been aware of the report, as well 
as those corroborating it.
 In addition, Munson’s Report was corroborated by 
the 1942 report of Naval Lt. Cmdr. K.D. Ringle of the 
Office of Naval Intelligence on the threat that Japanese 
Americans posed. In his report, Ringle wrote “That of 
the Japanese-born alien residents, the large majority 
are at least passively loyal to the United States. That 
is, they would knowingly do nothing what ever to the 
injury of the United States,” and also “that, in short, 
the entire ‘Japanese Problem’ has been magnified out 
of its true proportion, largely because of the physical 
characteristics of the people.”28 The views of Ringle 
and Munson constituted the majority of informed views 
on the subject of Japanese American loyalty in the 
intelligence services. 
 Despite the information provided by the FBI and 
Office of Naval Intelligence, the government proceeded 
to intern the Japanese on the West Coast of the United 
States. The intelligence reports on the matter were 
purposefully disregarded, and in fact were purposefully 
kept from the attention of the U.S. Supreme Court 
during Hirabayashi v. United States, Yasui v. United 
States, and Korematsu v. United States.29 This purposeful 
withholding of evidence that would have undermined 
the government’s position on the military necessity 
of internment was in large part due to the political 
pressures being placed on federal officials by West 
Coast organizations and legislators. One example was 
that of February of 1942, Attorney General Earl Warren 

27  Personal Justice Denied, 52.
28  Kenneth D. Ringle, Ringle Report on Japanese Internment (Jan 
1942), https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-
room/title-list-alphabetically/r/ringle-report-on-japanese-internment.
html.
29  The evidence provided was eventually used to successfully pursue 
writs of Coram Nobis and overturn the Supreme Court rulings. 
Peter Irons, Justice Delayed: The Record of the Japanese American 
Internment Cases (Middletown, Conn.: Wesleyan University Press, 
1989), 125, 250.
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was already actively working on persuading the federal 
government to remove Japanese Americans from the 
West Coast.30 Warren was far from the only West Coast 
official pushing for internment, as many other officials 
from the West Coast also lent their voices in support of 
internment. This was most aptly demonstrated by the 
case of a letter to President Roosevelt from California 
Congressman, Clarence Lea, on behalf of representatives 
from California, Oregon, and Washington, wherein Lea 
endorsed internment and recommended that the removal 
zones be expanded to the entirety of the three states.31 
These examples were indicative of the general political 
atmosphere on the West Coast, an atmosphere that was 
filled to bursting with anti-Japanese resentment.
 Furthermore, that this atmosphere propelled the 
cause of internment is evidenced by the statements of 
leading figures of the U.S. government. FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover notably stated in a Feb. 3rd memo to 
Attorney General Francis Biddle that “The necessity 
for mass evacuation is based primarily upon public 
and political pressure rather than on factual data. 
Public hysteria . . . resulted in a tremendous amount 
of pressure being brought to bear on Governor Olson 
and Earl Warren,”32 The same pressures motivating 
West Coast legislators were faced by members of the 
War Department. Provost Marshal Gullion described a 
meeting about the evacuation of Japanese Americans on 
Feb. 1st between leading figures of the War Department 
and the Justice Department as particularly heated, 
with the War Department backing internment and the 
Justice Department against it. In his description, Gullion 
claimed that “[The Justice officials] said there is too 
much hysteria about this thing; said these Western 
Congressmen are just nuts about it and the people getting 
hysterical and there is no evidence whatsoever of any 
reason for disturbing citizens,”33 In the end, the hysteria 
and immense political pressure carried the day and the 
pro-internment voices won out, with the result being that 
the government carried out a policy of mass evacuation 
and internment of Japanese Americans.

Tying the Threads Together
 In conclusion, it is clear that the legacies of the 
anti-Japanese organizations from the start of the 20th 
century continued into the 1940s. The same West Coast 
nativist groups and labor organizations that had protested 
Japanese migration to the United States clamored for 
internment. That anti-Japanese resentment motivated 
these organizations is clear from the numerous racially 
charged statements that were made, as well as the 
numerous acts of legislation passed on the West Coast 
that targeted Japanese-Americans specifically. The racial 
motivations for internment were also demonstrated by 
the holes in the arguments for military necessity, holes 
of which officials in the government and military were 

30  Personal Justice Denied, 199-200.
31  Ibid., 81.
32  Ibid., 73.
33  Personal Justice Denied, 74.

well aware. The government’s willingness to cling to 
flawed arguments demonstrated the political pressure 
being brought to bear on Washington by a vocal group 
of anti-Japanese agitators. Thus, it is apparent that the 
internment of Japanese Americans was driven primarily 
by West Coast organizations and individuals with an 
anti-Japanese bias that exploited the war with Japan to 
achieve long-held goals of Japanese removal.
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The Effects of Seating 
Arrangements on 
Small Group Leadership 
Emergence

Juliann Morris

  Small group researchers have long pondered if 
seating arrangements have any effect on leadership 
emergence in small groups.  However, it is important to 
take into account that small group researchers were not 
the first to question whether this link existed.  One of 
the most famous examples in history regarding this link 
is King Arthur’s roundtable.  He believed that seating 
arrangements did indeed affect an individual’s status 
within a group, and therefore introduced a new seating 
arrangement, the roundtable, which was designed to 
create greater equality between group members than 
the traditional rectangular table (Round Table).  Thus, 
modern small group researchers have not discovered a 
new theory in regards to proxemics and group member 
status, but have rather researched a theory that has been 
present for centuries in order to discover if it has validity. 
The scholarly literature and research regarding the 
question of proxemics and leadership emergence suggest 
that seating arrangements play a role in determining who 
has the greatest chance of emerging as a group leader.  
 Small group researchers have put great effort 
into finding an ideal seating arrangement that creates 
equality between group members. Two types of seating 
arrangements that have been discussed in such studies 
are rectangular and circular seating arrangements.  Both 
rectangular and circular seating arrangements seem 
to have their own advantages and disadvantages in 
terms of creating equality between group members and 
predetermining leadership emergence. The purpose of 
this paper is to review and analyze the scholarly literature 
that addresses whether or not seating arrangements play 
a role in leadership emergence.

Literature Review 

 A large quantity of literature has been produced 
in the past century that discusses the various effects that 
seating arrangements have on the emergence of leaders 
in small groups. Most of these scholars have come to 
similar conclusions regarding the “power seats,” or the 
seats that leaders are more likely to occupy, in each 
seating arrangement. However, in some of the articles 
evaluated below, there are contradictory conclusions 
that complicate the process grasping the complexity 
of the relationship between seating arrangement and 
leadership. The following sections will review the 
research of rectangular and circular seating arrangements, 
evaluate the research, and discuss the contradictions 
that are present.

Rectangular Seating Arrangement

 The rectangular seating arrangement has been the 
subject of quite a few studies, as it is one of the most 
commonly used arrangements throughout the world 
and thus of great importance. Sommer’s (1961) study 
discovered that leaders tend to emerge from either 
the end positions or middle positions of a rectangular 
table in groups that consisted of 3-6 members.  When 
the perceived leader occupied the head position at a 
rectangular table, group members tended to sit closer to 
the leader rather than far away, which Sommer found to be 
the result of the limit at which comfortable conversations 
can occur. Strodtbeck & Hook’s (1961) study of twelve-
man juries found similar results to Sommer’s (1961) 
study, as their study also concluded that group leaders 
tend to emerge from the head positions of rectangular 
tables. 
 However, there were differences between the two 
studies in regards to the second best position. Sommer 
(1961) found the middle of the rectangular table to be 
the second most frequent “power seat”, while Strodtbeck 
& Hook (1961) concluded that the corner seats were 
the second most frequent “power seats” (See Appendix 
A). However, when taking into account the size of the 
groups used in each study, the issue begins to dissipate.  
As previously stated, Sommer (1961) used a group size 
of three to six members, while Strodtbeck & Hook (1961) 
used a group size of twelve members.  Sommer (1961) 
reported that in groups of three members there was no 
consistent seat that leaders emerged from, however 
in groups of four to six, the leaders tended to emerge 
from the end positions. Thus, group size is an issue 
when comparing the contradictory aspects of Sommer 
(1961) and Strodtbeck & Hook (1961). However since 
both studies found that the end positions of rectangular 
tables produced the highest number of leaders, it should 
be noted that the end positions appear to be related to 
leadership emergence, with the likelihood increasing 
in groups that consist of four to twelve members, and 
decreasing in groups with fewer than four members. 
 The reasoning behind Sommer’s (1961) 
conclusion, that group members who occupy the end 
positions at a rectangular table are more likely to emerge 
as leaders, is due to the fact that the end positions allow 
group members to have higher participation rates in 
group discussions. By contributing a greater number 
of comments than other group members, the member 
that occupies the end position is able to have greater 
influence over the group, and thus has a greater chance 
of emerging as the group’s leader. Hare & Bales (1963) 
take this idea a step further in their study, “Seating 
Position and Small Group Interaction,” which concludes 
that group members often occupy the end seats at 
rectangular tables because it is a centralized seat, which 
allows them to not only participate but to dominate the 
group discussion. A single member’s ability to dominate 
the group discussion determines his or her status in the 
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group as either a leader or a follower. Thus, there is great 
importance in gaining a central location at a rectangular 
table.
 The question that arises when looking at these 
studies is: What makes the end of rectangular tables 
different from other seats at the table?  Lott and Sommer 
(1967) answered this question when they concluded that 
the member who sits at the head of the table gains visual 
access to all of the other group members, and thus has 
a greater ability to engage in conversation with more 
of the group members than any other member.  The 
second idea brought up concluded that the majority of 
individuals who are given the first choice of seating at a 
rectangular table choose one of the end positions. The 
third idea that Lott and Sommer (1967) brought up in their 
study on “Seating Arrangement and Status” was that the 
rectangular table allowed those who occupied the head 
or end of the table a greater quantity of space, which 
can contribute to other group members perceiving them 
as the leader. Howells & Becker (1962) provided the 
foundation for this idea in their study as they instructed 
five group members to sit at a six-by-three-foot table. 
Each group member was placed two feet apart; two of 
the five members sat on the three-foot side of the table, 
and the other three members sat on the six-foot side 
(Howells & Becker, 1962). Howells and Becker’s (1962) 
study found that leaders were more likely to emerge from 
the shorter side of the table, where the two members 
sat than from the long side of the table, where the three 
members sat; fourteen leaders emerged from the shorter 
side of the table, while only six leaders emerged from 
the longer side of the table, which provides confirmation 
to the idea that group members who are allotted more 
space, are more likely to emerge as leaders. 
 Lastly, after reviewing the scholarly literature on 
rectangular seating arrangements, it appears to be safe 
to conclude that the head of a rectangular table is the 
most powerful position for group members to occupy 
and that either the middle or the corner is the second 
most powerful position. It is also safe to suggest that 
the ends of the table produce more leaders than any 
other position due to the larger quantity of space that 
they provide, as well as increasing the member’s ability 
to communicate with other group members, and thus 
producing the tendency to have a dominant voice in 
group discussions. However, further research on the 
matter should be conducted in order to confirm these 
conclusions and determine how a group’s size can affect 
the determination of which position at a rectangular 
table is most likely to produce the group’s leader. 

Circular Seating Arrangement

 Circular tables are often thought to provide a 
sense of equality and reduce the emergence of hierarchy 
among group members.  Thus, leadership emergence in 
circular seating arrangements has proven to be difficult 
to predetermine.  Leavitt (1951) compared the leadership 
emergence of four different seating arrangements. He 

determined who each group’s leader was by asking 
each group member who he or she had perceived to 
be the leader of the group.  Leavitt’s study concluded 
that in the circular seating arrangement, there was no 
specific “power seat” that was consistently chosen by 
group members. This was also confirmed in Minton, 
Steger & Smrtic’s (1968) study, which found that group 
members who met at circular tables were less likely to 
be persuaded into decisions by another member when 
compared to group members who met at rectangular 
tables.  This conclusion suggests that circular tables 
allow greater equality between group members, and thus 
supports the idea that there is not a prevalent “power 
seat” at circular tables. 
   Looking at the Paris Peace Accords, one can see an 
important historical instance in which a circular seating 
arrangement was used to conduct a group meeting 
where all parties wished to be viewed as equal. The Paris 
Peace Accords were eventually established in order to 
end the United States involvement in the Vietnam War, 
however before this could be accomplished there was 
a great debate, between the involved parties, over the 
table that would be used at the conference (Journourd 
& Menétrey-Monchau, 2012). South Vietnam wanted to 
use a rectangular table to include only the North and the 
South in negotiations, while North Vietnam wanted to 
use a circular table to include all of the involved parties 
in negotiations. Eventually, the two settled on sitting at a 
circular table and having all of the other parties involved 
sit at square tables around them. This historical event 
represents society’s perception of circular tables as an 
optimal seating arrangement that provides all group 
members with a sense of equality in the conversation.
 There are alternative opinions to this conclusion, 
which suggest that there are “power seats” even in 
circular seating arrangements. Steinzor (1950) found that 
“the greater…the expressive stimulus value a member of 
a group has for others the more nearly opposite he sits 
from one in a circle” (p. 554), meaning that the more 
a group member wants to engage in conversation or 
argument with another group member, the more opposite 
the first group member will sit from the other. Steinzor’s 
(1950) study also suggested that group members who 
have greater seating distance from other group members 
are more likely to be seen as leaders at circular tables. 
The study concluded that group discussion occurs 
across circular seating arrangements rather than around 
it, thus contributing to the idea that there is a “power 
seat” even at circular tables. This conclusion is based 
on the fact that members who have more space on their 
side of the circular arrangement are sitting across from 
a greater number of individuals than any of the other 
group members. This, in turn, increases their ability to 
communicate and allows them to make more comments 
during a discussion to a larger number of group members,  
thus having a more dominant opinion. 
 There is contradictory evidence present when 
researching leadership emergence in circular seating 
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arrangements, just as there was in rectangular seating 
arrangements, which suggests that more research needs 
to be conducted in order to determine whether or not 
there is a “power seat”. However, it is important to note 
that the scholarly literature previously discussed agrees 
on the fact that using a circular seating arrangement 
provides greater equality among group members when 
compared to using a rectangular seating arrangement. 
It is also important to note that Steinzor’s (1950) 
conclusion, regarding the presence of “power seats” in 
circular seating arrangements, suggests that the group 
members are not equally spaced out. Instead, it appears 
that one person in the group had more space than the 
rest of the members seated at the table, which can cause 
discrepancies within the study’s results. By taking this 
variable of proxemics into account, one can evaluate 
more conclusively the accuracy of assuming that there is 
indeed a “power seat” in circular seating arrangements 
as Steinzor suggested.  

Discussion

 It has been shown in the scholarly literature 
analyzed above that a centrally located group member is 
most likely to emerge as the leader.  This is primarily due 
to the fact that occupying a central position in the group’s 
seating arrangement increases a member’s likelihood to 
engage in discussion with other group members (Hare 
& Bales, 1963).  The ability to occupy a central location 
and have a dominant voice in small group discussions is 
an advantage that leads to group leadership according 
to Bass (1949).  This is a direct result of the Steinzor 
Effect, which essentially states: in leaderless groups, 
group members are more likely to interact with the 
individuals sitting across from themselves than they are 
likely to communicate with those sitting right next to 
them (Hearn, 1957). 
 In the rectangular seating arrangement, the 
most central locations were the ends of the table (See 
Appendix A).  Thus, there is an advantage for individuals 
who occupy those seats to gain a leadership position in 
the group, as they have a greater rate of interaction with 
other group members. In circular seating arrangements, 
every member has a central location if equally spaced 
out (Leavitt, 1951); however, if group members are 
not equally spaced out, one seat may become the 
more central seat (Steinzor, 1950). For instance, if one 
group member pushes back from the circular seating 
arrangement and thus changes the spatial factor, that 
member may become the group’s leader. 
 In addition, Hutte and Cohen (Sommer, 1969) 
conducted a study, which evaluated the individual’s 
perception of others in regards to the space that they 
were allotted. They had the individual’s watch short, 
silent films in which there was a man seated at a desk, 
and then another man would enter the room. The film 
that portrayed a man entering the room and approaching 
the desk led the individuals, who were evaluating the 

subordination of the man to determine that the man 
became less subordinate the closer he approached the 
desk. This conclusion leads to the idea that individuals 
of power are allotted more space, and thus if another 
individual enters that space they must be of equal or 
greater importance. This finding also contributed greatly 
to the spatial factors that the literature above discussed, 
as it provides evidence to the idea that the seating 
position that occupies the most space is more powerful 
than the other positions. There are many elements, 
which contribute to the determination of “power seats” 
in seating arrangements. However, the space that each 
group member occupies was a prevalent topic in the 
scholarly research on both circular and rectangular 
arrangements and could be one of the major causes of 
inconsistencies between studies.  

Conclusion

 The literature and research that has been produced thus 
far have led to the deduction that seating arrangements 
play a major role in the process of leadership emergence. 
In order for small group researchers to determine which 
seating arrangement is most appropriate for a particular 
type of small group, they must take into account the task 
that the group is to accomplish. If the group has been 
developed for creative purposes, then the circular seating 
arrangement may be the ideal arrangement, as it allows 
equality between group members.  This increases the 
participation rate of each group member, which in turn 
leads to more brainstorming within the group and allows 
a greater number of creative ideas to form. However, 
if a group has a more organized task to complete 
and a strong leader is needed, than the rectangular 
seating arrangement would be a more effective way 
of strategically placing group members. A rectangular 
seating arrangement would provide the group with more 
structure, as well as increase the likelihood that group 
members all agree on who their leader is. 
 It is also important to note that there are variables 
within seating arrangements that can lead to results that 
are different than what was determined by research. 
The variables, which have been evaluated, include 
the spacing present between group members and the 
number of people in the group. It is also important to 
note that there are inevitably other variables that exist 
between studies that cannot be determined by those 
who were not present during research. 
 Given the contradictory findings between various 
researchers’ results, it appears that in order to accurately 
evaluate the relationship between leadership emergence 
and seating arrangement, a more organized format 
of comparative research should be conducted on the 
subject. Further research on this relationship should 
maintain a standard of variables such as group size 
and spacing. It should also have greater consistency in 
regards to the research methods used to avoid repeating 
the inconsistencies that past research has presented. 
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These changes are necessary in order to accurately 
confirm or disprove the assumptions made in previous 
research and build upon them.
 In conclusion, the relationship between seating 
arrangements and leadership emergence is undeniable. 
People have acknowledged the relationship’s effect 
on small groups for centuries, however, understanding 
the reasoning behind the relationship has proved to 
be more complicated than originally anticipated. The 
inconsistencies between studies allow for incorrect 
assumptions regarding this relationship to be made, and 
thus should be taken into account until further studies 
are able to provide credible answers. Lastly, it is evident 
after evaluating the scholarly literature that has been 
produced thus far that further research is needed on 
the subject before definitive conclusions regarding the 
relationship between leadership emergence and seating 
arrangement can be made. 
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Immigration Assimilation Vs. 
Native American Assimilation

Christine Nicolas

 Literature in the New West has consistently 
depicted various instances of immigrants and Native 
Americans. Within these depictions is the portrayal of 
the struggle that both groups of Immigrants and Native 
Americans experience within the new land. Immigrants 
struggle to assimilate into the new culture, whereas 
Native Americans struggle with their identity due to the 
influx of migration into the New West. As a result of the 
different struggles, characters in the literature of the New 
West often experience gender roles and subversions. In 
identifying hegemony from Cultural Studies criticism 
and the concept of double consciousness from  Post-
Colonial Studies criticism, this essay will explore the 
various depictions of immigrants and Native Americans 
in addition to the representations of gender within the 
literature of the New West.
 Cultural Studies encompasses various politically 
inclusive literary critical lenses. One facet of Cultural 
Studies is cultural hegemony, which “Implies a situation 
where a ‘historical bloc’ of ruling-class factions exercise 
social authority and leadership over the subordinating 
classes” (Baker and Jane 75). Cultural hegemony is seen 
through various novels whose characters are immigrants 
or migrants as they try to assimilate into the culture and 
lifestyle of the New West while leaving their previous 
culture behind. The novel China Men, written by Maxine 
Hong Kingston, shows a clear representation of the trials 
and tribulations that many immigrants face when coming 
to America. “He wanted to taste the rain fish; he wanted 
to pocket some gold” (Hong Kingston 45). The novel 
illustrates the journey of BaBa, the father of the narrator, 
who immigrated from China to America with the strong 
belief that America contained a much better life than his 
current situation could offer. Even though BaBa’s journey 
to America was filled with obstacles and turbulence, he 
never lost hope of a better life. This can be seen on page 
51, “They were discussing a new world… ‘All you have 
to do is stay alert; play a little less than they do, use 
your memory, and you’ll become a millionaire’” (Hong 
Kingston). On various occasions, BaBa and Worldster, 
co-owners of the New York laundromat, talk about 
leaving a part of their past culture behind. “The legal 
father decided that for a new start in the new country, 
he would rid himself of Chinese superstitions; this curse 
would not count… ‘That must be a superstition from 
your village, a village superstition,’ said Worldster. ‘You 
ought to give up village superstitions in America’” (Hong 
Kingston 72-73). In doing so, they believed that they 
would be able to adapt and adjust to the new American 
culture easier.
 In addition to the hegemony experienced from the 
White Americans, women are portrayed as less worthy 

and are degraded. Historically, in Asian cultures, men 
were traditionally the head of the household and women 
were expected to be subservient to their husbands. It was 
common for men to make decisions for the household 
and for women to not have a say in the matter. 
Furthermore, women were not really allowed to have 
an opinion in a world where a man’s words were law. 
In China Men, readers see BaBa, on various occasions, 
degrade women, ignore MaMa’s concerns, and imply 
that MaMa’s move to America was by Baba giving her 
the opportunity to. The first time the narrator tells readers 
about BaBa, she recounts the times she would hear him 
swear and berate women. “Every day we listened to you 
swear, ‘Dog vomit. Your mother’s cunt. Your mother’s 
smelly cunt.’ You slammed the iron on the shirt while 
muttering, ‘Stink pig. Mother’s cunt.’ Obscenities. I made 
a wish that you only meant gypsies and not women in 
general” (Hong Kingston 12).
 The narrator further illustrates BaBa’s disgust   
towards women in another passage.

You complained about holiday dumplings: 
‘Women roll dough to knead out the dirt from 
between their fingers. Women’s finger-nail dirt..’ 
Yet you did eat them. MaMa said, though, that you 
only lately began eating pastries. ‘Eating pastries 
is eating dirt from women’s fingernails and from 
between their fingers.’ As if women had webs. 
Finger jams (Hong Kingston 14).

In an effort to bring MaMa to New York, BaBa dictates 
her actions, making it seem as if he was allowing her to 
come to America by saying, “‘Here’s what you’ll have to 
do if I’m to bring you to America’... ‘I will bring you on 
one condition…’” (Hong Kingston 67). In continuation 
of Asian cultural norms, he explicitly ignores MaMa’s 
concerns. In this particular event, MaMa tells BaBa of 
the strenuous work she has to do and he responds by 
disregarding her complaints. “When my father came 
home from work at two in the morning, she told him 
how badly the owner’s family had treated her, but he 
told her to stop exaggerating” (Hong Kingston 244). 
BaBa’s words and actions depicted verbal abuse, along 
with controlling actions, and lack of respect towards 
MaMa.
 Amy Tan’s Joy Luck Club is another representation 
of immigrants’ struggle in assimilation, describing the 
experiences of an Asian family’s new life in America. 
Through their struggle of assimilating into the new 
culture and establishing their identity, they experience 
racism and stereotypes, portray gender roles, and fuse 
their past and present culture together. In the section 
Half and Half, the main character and narrator, Rose, 
recounts different instances and tales of her life that have 
led her to her current position. In doing so, Rose identifies 
two accounts of racism that include her mother and 
her husband’s mother. Rose’s mother says in reference 
to Rose’s husband Ted, “He is American, a waigoren” 
(Tan 2018). “Waigoren” translates to foreigner, which is 
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ironic being that they are a family that immigrated from 
China to America, whereas Rose’s husband’s family 
migrated across America from New York to California. 
They are both foreigners to the New West, yet only he 
was the foreigner in her eyes. In the second instance, 
her husband, Ted Jordan, introduces her to his family for 
the first time. Sadly, Ted’s mother unintentionally makes 
racist and stereotypical remarks towards Rose. 

And then she spoke quietly about Ted’s future, 
his need to concentrate on his medical studies, 
why it would be years before he could even 
think about marriage. She assured me she had 
nothing whatsoever against minorities; she and 
her husband, who owned a chain of office-supply 
stores, personally knew many fine people who 
were Oriental, Spanish, and even Black. But 
Ted was going to be in one of those professions 
where he would be judged by a different standard, 
patients and other doctors who might not be as 
understanding as the Jordans were. She said it was 
so unfortunate the way the rest of the world was, 
how unpopular the Vietnam War was. (Tan 2018-
2019)

This statement from Ted’s mother shows the hegemony 
and ignorance that some White Americans have towards 
Asians and their history, as it is not uncommon for 
people, such as Ted’s mother, to continue to lump Asian 
ethnicities together. They may also try to validate and 
justify that they are not being racist by explaining that 
know and have worked with other minorities as if to 
decrease the impact of the insult that Asian immigrants 
are a negative addition to the American image and 
reputation. 
 In addition to the hegemony and racism, Half and 
Half also includes traditional gender roles while tying 
in the fusion of American and Asian cultural tradition. 
Towards the beginning of the section, Rose describes 
her mother sweeping in the dinner room, followed 
by her story of attending UC Berkeley. This shows the 
gap between generation and culture while identifying 
traditional Asian gender roles. Rose’s mother sticks to the 
traditional Asian culture of staying at home and taking 
care of the house, whereas Rose represents the American 
tradition of attending a university. In another instance, 
Rose identifies herself as an American, however, all her 
stories that follow from that sentence show the blend 
of the Asian cultural traditions with American cultural 
aspects. Rose compares the beginning portion of her 
relationship with Ted to the Chinese philosophy of yin 
and yang. She also presents the gender roles in their 
relationship that differ from the Asian culture that follows 
the patriarchy. Rose explains how at the beginning of 
their marriage, Ted was in charge of making all of the 
decisions. However, as Ted faced turmoil in his career, 
the responsibility of making decisions shifted over to 
Rose, which mimics American culture where women 
have increasingly become more in charge. Rose also 
recounts memories of her childhood where her family 

tried to assimilate to the American lifestyle. “We were 
all blind with the newness of this experience: a Chinese 
family trying to act like a typical American family at the 
beach” (Tan 2021). The need to fit into the new culture 
seems so prominent in this line, yet following that line, 
contrasts the idea as her family still enforces the Asian 
culture through the act of filial piety. At the beach, Rose’s 
mother tells her to watch over her brothers, and when 
Rose asks why, her mother responds with “Yinding,” 
and that she must do so in order to learn how to handle 
responsibility and to respect her parents for the sacrifices 
that they made for her.
 In contrast to Immigrants struggle of assimilation 
into America, the literature of the New West presents 
the aspect of double consciousness surrounding Native 
Americans. Double consciousness is the internal conflict 
that an individual experiences when trying to identify 
with their native ethnicity and a dominant oppressive 
group. Although the concept of Double consciousness 
derives from the literary lens, Critical Race Theory, 
the Postcolonial criticism depicts the wide range of 
factors that may cause double consciousness (Brizee). 
Postcolonial criticism “looks at issues of power, 
economics, politics, religion, and culture and how these 
elements work in relation to colonial hegemony (western 
colonizers controlling the colonized)” (Brizee). The film 
Winter in the Blood portrays double consciousness 
through its main character, Virgil. Virgil is depicted as 
a man who is half Native American and half White. 
Due to this, he experiences discombobulation in terms 
of self-identification. Throughout the movie, he lives 
in a blurry haze between memory, reality, and fiction. 
He experiences flashbacks of his childhood, stumbles 
through life and intermixes reality and what he believes 
is an encounter with Malvina. He lives in a town where 
the vast majority are white and the minority are Native 
Americans. He struggles to identify with the American 
side of himself, especially when all he has known are 
his Native American roots. However, in his efforts to 
identify with his Native American side, he is shunned 
and ridiculed by other Native Americans for being a 
“half-breed”. At the end of the movie, viewers see Virgil 
come to the conclusion that he was never a “half-breed”, 
but a full Native American.
 Winter in the Blood included the portrayal of 
traditional gender roles, as well as gender subversions. 
The movie challenges gender roles through the characters 
of Theresa and Virgil’s Grandmother. Theresa’s position 
of head of their household challenged traditional gender 
roles. She supports the farm and her family by finding 
someone to help take charge of the farm who will still 
follow her lead. Virgil’s Grandmother takes charge by 
aiding in the survival of her tribe by seeking out help 
from another tribe, rather than waiting for another man 
to take the position of chief in their tribe. However, the 
concept of gender subversion is also present in the film, 
and ties into the concept of double colonization. Double 
colonization is the “Description of the status of women 
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in colonialism” (Ashcroft 206). Although the characters 
Theresa and Grandmother are portrayed in a higher 
position than the men, Winter in the Blood still contained 
the typical female subversion due to a leading male. The 
character Marlene is sexually subverted by Virgil as he 
becomes violent and hits her after she demands him to 
complete a sexual act. In hitting her, he silences her, 
while controlling her libido and exerting his dominance.
 In the film Smoke Signals, the main characters, 
Victor and Thomas, do not experience double 
consciousness as they are self-assured in their ethnicity 
as Native Americans. However, as the film progresses, 
both characters gain new perspectives on their ethnicity.
Thomas is a traditional Native American character, as 
he upkeeps the tradition of storytelling, and uses it as a 
bartering system.Victor is impassive but is very prideful in 
his ethnicity as a Native American. As Victor and Thomas 
go on a journey to Phoenix, they begin to teach, learn, 
and appreciate the different aspects of their ethnicity in 
each other, while also gaining more understanding of 
the other person. The film also displays the struggle with 
cultural assimilation when Victor and Thomas enter a  
bus. Everyone stares at them with confusion or disdain, 
and they stare back seeming very uncomfortable being 
around everyone else.
 The film portrays women in a mostly positive light. 
Victor treats his mother with kindness and Thomas treats 
his Grandmother like his best friend. But, the movie does 
contain a few scenes of female subversion when Arnold, 
Victor’s father, yells and manhandles Arlene, Victor’s 
mother, in a drunken state. Although the character Suzy 
is a drifter, she is not portrayed in a bad light, but rather 
as more of a friend to Arnold, Victor’s father, when he 
needed one. In the process of assimilation, immigrants 
lose their previous culture and experience hegemony 
from White Americans. The contrast between these 
novels is significant because, on one end, readers see the 
struggle of immigrants from China trying to assimilate 
into America, leaving their previous culture behind or 
holding onto what little they have left of it. 

 On the other end, readers see individuals who 
are native to the land but are forced to assimilate to 
the culture of the migrants who have now become the 
majority in their own home and who now dictate the 
norm of the land. They experience other issues such as 
racism, traditional gender roles, as well as subversions 
in result to their previous cultures intermixing with the 
culture of the New West. Yet as both groups, Immigrants 
and Native Americans, experience these issues while 
immigrating or assimilating into America/ the New 
West, their goal remains the same: to obtain a better life 
than the one they previously had. Both immigrants and 
Native Americans struggle to find their identities, as they 
try to establish a better life and search for a place for 
themselves within the New West.
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Benign Neglect: The Foreign 
Policy Towards Ebjä of the 
Republic of Marshall Islands

Artem Sergeyev

 One of the most underreported and 
underrepresented regions of the world is in Oceania. 
More specifically, the states participating in the Compact 
of Free Association, a series of treaties negotiated 
between the United States of America and the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands (RMI), the Federated States of 
Micronesia (FSM), and the Republic of Palau.1 In the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the islet of Ebjä (Ebeye), 
of Kwajalein Atoll holds a particularly unique status as 
one of the most densely populated islands in the world. 
 Estimations describe Ebjä islet as roughly eighty 
acres in size and housing 15,000 people.2 Imagine 
approximately sixty football fields containing every 
structure, vehicle, tree, animal, and 15,000 people 
within them. Applying the population density formula to 
Ebjä produces a region with twice the amount of people 
per square kilometer than Manhattan, New York.3 The 
living conditions and the future development of Ebjä 
can be described as substandard, inadequate, and even 
negligent considering the unsustainable population 
density, unstable access and functionality of basic 
utilities, such as electricity and water, conditions of 
mental and physical health, and lack of education. This 
research analyzes the living conditions of the population 
of Ebjä and attempts to expose justification for its current 
state. 
 Access to Ebjä is facilitated through the islet of 
Kwajalein on which a U.S. military base conducts 
intercontinental ballistic missile testing. Access to the 
base is strictly regulated; security processing of all 
personnel occurs on arrival. The only airport on the atoll 
is used for both military and commercial purposes. The 
underreported and unsustainable conditions of Ebjä are 
caused by mismanagement of the RMI government and 
U.S. military occupation of the region. 
 In 1944, U.S. troops captured Kwajalein Atoll 
from the Japanese, leaving Kwajalein’s landscape, a 
former battlefront, destroyed by the bombings.4 Several 
hundred Marshallese and Ponapeans were recruited for 
reconstruction and clearing efforts after the occupation. 
A labor camp was established on the islet, and the arrival 
of wives, children, and dependants of the Marshallese 

1  “Micronesians in Hawaii: Compact of Free Association,” University 
of Hawaii at Manoa Library, accessed November 29, 2017, https://
guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105631&p=686651.
2  Onwuatuegwu N. Echezona, “Ebja-America’s Secret Love Child: An 
Exploratory Study,” International Journal of Scientific & Engineering 
Research 2, 11 (November 2011): 1.  
3  Oliver Smith, “The World’s Ten Most Overcrowded Islands,” The 
Telegraph, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/lists/most-overcrowded-
islands-in-the-world/ (accessed December 1, 2017). 
4   Jack Tobin, “Ebeye Village: An Atypical Marshallese Community,” 
Monographs- Pacific Collection, (April 2012): 2-3.

labor force led to the formation of a community known 
as the Kwajalein Labor Camp.5 Within a year the labor 
camp population swelled to 559 people, and “presented 
a squalid, shantytown appearance, contrasting sharply 
with the spick and span building of the adjacent 
military establishment.”6 The decision was made to 
relocate the labor camp to nearby Ebjä Islet, and was 
planned to accommodate 370 Marshallese laborers.7 
The relocation plan for Ebjä consisted of a clean-up, 
construction of water catchment systems, dwellings and 
service facilities, and the construction and establishment 
of buildings necessary for private enterprise, municipal 
government, and Civil Administration.8 In January 
1951, the inhabitants of Kwajalein Labor Camp were 
relocated to Ebjä.9 The islet had officially become a 
permanent residence for the Marshallese and their future 
generations. 
 Ebjä’s unique history and geographic dilemma 
made it attractive to Western scholars. When assessing the 
island in 1954, anthropologist Jack Tobin described it as 
having sparse vegetation and an apparent overcrowded 
housing situation with haphazardly constructed shacks 
made out of scrap lumber, metal, and canvas.10 On social 
aspects, Tobin described the educational facilities of the 
islet as being held in a well-constructed and well-kept 
wooden building, which was built by the Navy.11 His 
description of public health was similar: a large, well-
constructed and wooden building, superior to the outer 
island facilities, and when necessary, with medication 
and treatment obtained from the Navy Hospital on 
Kwajalein.12 As for the economy of Ebjä, the majority of 
income was derived from wages earned from working at 
the military installation on Kwajalein. To this day, this 
has not changed. 
 Furthermore, Tobin’s 1954 report of the 
“Problems of Ebeye Today,” emphasizes the primary 
problem of overpopulation. He states that, “Ebeye 
with its heavy concentration of population presents 
serious social, economic, and sanitary problems to 
the Administration.”13 He mentions the overcrowded 
housing as breeding grounds for disease and epidemics, 
and that most cooking is done in the single room 
dwellings, where all daily activities are performed, 
excluding bathing, washing clothes, and waste disposal.14 
Additionally, he recalls one of the most serious problems 
of the island is the acquiring of fresh water. Ebjä does 
not have sufficient precipitation levels to fulfill the needs 
of such a large population, and the subsurface brackish 
and polluted water is not suitable for drinking. Aside 

5  Tobin, 3. 
6  Tobin, 3. 
7  Tobin, 3.
8  Tobin, 4. 
9  Tobin. 
10  Jack Tobin, “Ebeye Village: An Atypical Marshallese Community,” 
Monographs- Pacific Collection, (April 2012): 7.
11  Tobin, 16.
12  Tobin, 16-17.
13  Tobin, 19. 
14  Tobin, 19. 
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from overpopulation and water shortages, there is an 
insufficient number of waste disposal areas, such as 
latrines, forcing people to defecate into the ocean. 
 According to Tobin, despite these conditions, 
hundreds of Marshallese were still attracted to the islet 
for economic reasons. The availability of imported 
foods, cigarettes, and various other foreign items are 
more attractive than what they would find on their home 
islands. Geographically, it was much easier to sail to 
Ebjä than Majuro, the RMI capital, therefore making 
it a commercial center for the Western and Northern 
Marshalls.15 Economic opportunity on Ebjä, combined 
with the promise of western novelties, kept attracting 
Pacific Islanders despite the crowded conditions. All 
of these observations were made by an anthropologist 
in 1954. Eight years before, the first successful missile 
interception was made in the sky above Ebjä, falling into 
the Kwajalein lagoon. Fast forward six decades, to the 
present day. What has changed? 
 Today, the Kwajalein lagoon where Ebjä is located 
is referred to as the “catcher’s mitt” of the Pacific, due 
to the countless missiles that have been intercepted 
and have plummeted into the body of water, where the 
Marshallese bathe and fish.16 The colonial displacement 
is unlikely to be forgotten by the declining number of 
elders who are still alive, but the generation of kids 
under the age of 18, who make up over fifty percent of 
Ebjä’s population only know of the segregation between 
them and the Kwajalein military base.17 Sixty-three years 
later, the islet is still facing its primary predicament 
of overcrowding conditions, a problem which has 
undoubtedly become more severe. Clean water scarcity 
is still an issue, and vegetation is more sparse than in 
1954 as the whole island has been paved over to make 
infrastructure for housing, with the exception of a few 
palm trees and the coastline. In an interview with a 
23-year-old Marshallese from the islet, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, who recalled seeing tourists visiting 
Ebjä; they would all visit the kujiku, or “country” area of 
the islet, as it was one of the few places left unpaved.18 
The paving of the entire island has affected the food 
sources of Ebjä, leading to health problems and a 
dependence on imported processed foods. When asked 
about his diet, the Marshallese student confirmed that 
he ate lots of canned food.19 Compared to the rest of 
the Marshall Islands, Ebjä has the lowest prevalence of 
crops and livestock grown on household property, with 
only 10% of the population relying on local sources of 

15  Jack Tobin, “Ebeye Village: An Atypical Marshallese Community,” 
Monographs- Pacific Collection, (April 2012): 12.
16  Lauren Hirshberg, “Nuclear Families: Producing 1950s Suburban 
America in the Marshall Islands,” OAH Magazine of History 26, 4 
(2012): 39. 
17  Henry M. Ichiho et al, “An Assessment of Non-Communicable 
Diseases, Diabetes, and Related Risk Factors in the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, Kwajalein Atoll, Ebeye Island: a Systems 
Perspective,” Hawaii Journal of Medicine & Public Health 72, 5 (May 
2013): 77.
18  Anonymous in discussion with the author, December 7, 2017. 
19  Anonymous in discussion with the author, December. 7, 2017.

protein, fruits, and vegetables.20 Reliance on processed 
foods imported from the U.S. results in diabetes-related 
illnesses in the elderly, making it the secondary fatality 
on the island behind septicemia, a blood infection.21

 Likewise, the economy of Ebjä is still predominantly 
dependent on the 1,300 Marshallese workers who 
commute by a U.S. sponsored ferry to Kwajalein every 
morning, and who are obligated to leave by 4:45 every 
afternoon. The interview with the Marshallese student 
stated that his father also worked as a contractor and 
laborer on “Kwaj.”22 Despite it being the main source of 
income for Ebjä residents, due to the global economic 
and financial crisis, the U.S. military has been pressured 
to reduce the Marshallese labor force, resulting in 
layoffs and causing even more tension between the two 
cultures.23 
 In addition, education on the islet is available but 
is in need of improvement. According to the “Education 
For All 2015 National Review Report: Marshall Islands,” 
there is an excessive number of students dropping out 
of school and failing to complete the primary cycle, an 
insufficient secondary school capacity to accommodate 
all eighth grade graduates, poor results on the third, 
sixth, and eighth grade MISAT, insufficient alternative 
programs for students who are not admitted to high 
school, and inadequate services for out-of-school and 
unemployed youth.24 With the small amount of space 
and activities available on Ebjä, youth who are not in 
school and lack the resources to get educational support 
are at a high risk of getting into trouble and developing 
mental health disorders. Fortunately, my interviewee was 
not a part of this statistic and had successfully completed 
school up to the eighth grade on Ebjä, from which he 
continued his education on the island of Chuuk at Xavier 
Catholic High School, and returned home only during 
the summers.25  
 In her 2016 political review, specialist on RMI and 
assistant professor at UH Mänoa, Monica C. Labriola 
states that due to the effects of the RMI government 
mismanagement, there was a shortage of essential 
medicines and supplies to Ebjä hospitals, as well as outer 
island dispensaries.26 Government mismanagement has 
certainly affected Ebjä dramatically. The gross domestic 
product of RMI is mainly derived from payments by the 
U.S. under the Compact of Free Association. In the fiscal 

20  Henry M. Ichiho et al, “An Assessment of Non-Communicable 
Diseases, Diabetes, and Related Risk Factors in the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, Kwajalein Atoll, Ebeye Island: a Systems 
Perspective,” Hawaii Journal of Medicine & Public Health 72, 5 (May 
2013): 77.
21  Ichiho et al, 77. 
22  Anonymous in discussion with the author, December 7, 2017.
23  Onwuatuegwu N. Echezona, “Ebja-America’s Secret Love 
Child: An Exploratory Study,” International Journal of Scientific & 
Engineering Research 2, 11 (November 2011): 2. 
24  “Education For All 2015 National Review Report: Marshall 
Islands,” Ministry of Education Republic of Marshall Islands (June 
2014): 58.
25 Anonymous in discussion with the author, December 7, 2017.
26 Monica C. Labriola, “Political Reviews: Marshall Islands,” The 
Contemporary Pacific 28, 1 (2016): 199.
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year 2011, approximately 62% of the RMI’s $132 million 
budget was from direct U.S. aid.27 According to the World 
Bank, currently, the RMI has a gross domestic product 
of $183 million, of which Ebjä seemed to receive very 
little of, given its ongoing negligent living conditions.28 
Furthermore, additional aid is given specifically to Ebjä 
from the U.S. government to address the special needs 
of the community, as a result of the effects from U.S. 
military presence, yet the citizens of Ebjä still feel that 
the U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll (USAKA) military base 
can do more to help.29 
 Clear communication between the leadership of 
Ebjä and the U.S. government is vital in order to bring 
change. In a study conducted by Dr. Onwuatuegwu N. 
Echezona, a professor in the Transportation and Logistics 
Department of the American Public University, four 
factors were identified in terms of what the people of 
Ebjä considered to be most important; in other words, 
the needs and expectations from the Americans. The 
questions consisted of the following criteria: (a) the 
layoffs are hurting the community, (b) infrastructure 
support is needed, (c) school and education quality need 
improvement, and (d) health awareness and hospital 
support are needed.30 The results concluded that the 
most important need and expectation from Americans 
is training and education, such as the construction 
of schools and provisions of classroom equipment, 
as well as proper education in all fields to enhance 
the quality of life on the island.31 Secondly, this was 
followed by the need for infrastructure support, given 
that the island’s state is bordering unsustainability, due 
to overpopulation, lack of waste and rubbish disposal, 
and lack of clean drinking water.32 How can the same 
negligent conditions still exist and be degrading after 
six decades of supervision? In 1977, Representative 
Ataji Balos of the Congress of Micronesia answered this 
question for the world:

Under the keepership of the Department of the 
Interior, Micronesia has for decades continued 
to suffer so-called advisers, consultants, and 
experts whether we want them or not. Many 
have good intentions. However, in most cases, 
they are inept and useless. Others have actually 
done great harm to the present and future course 
of Micronesian development. These are the 
theorists, the intellectuals, the Ph.D. biologists, 

27 Ryder Cleary, Max Jenkins, and Kenneth McDonald, “Ebeye 2023: 
Comprehensive Capacity Development Master Plan,” (Washington 
DC: Department of Systems Engineering United States Military 
Academy, 2012): 1.
28  “Marshall Islands,” The World Bank, https://data.worldbank.org/
country/marshall-islands (accessed December 1, 2017).
29   “Education For All 2015 National Review Report: Marshall 
Islands,” Ministry of Education Republic of Marshall Islands (June 
2014): 7. http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002297/229722E.
pdf
30  Onwuatuegwu N. Echezona, “Ebja-America’s Secret Love 
Child: An Exploratory Study,” International Journal of Scientific & 
Engineering Research 2, 11 (November 2011).
31  Echezona. 
32  Echezona.

and the anthropologists who do nothing but 
make feasibility studies and produce nothing 
but reports….We do not need theories, research 
or needless studies. We require solid business 
fundamentals. We require development planning, 
funding, and financing of and for business.33 

The U.S. government’s poor record of economic 
development in its territories can be seen worldwide. It 
is certainly safe to hold those individuals, who received 
payment to direct the development process, accountable 
for its poor results. The government of the RMI is not 
innocent, either. There is no other place in the Pacific 
that is facing the unsustainable predicament of Ebjä, and 
therefore they should make it a top priority for funneling 
funds. 
 Despite what secondary-source scholarship and 
reports have composed, there is always the primary 
source perspective, which contrasts and sheds a bright 
light on the community of Ebjä. A Marshallese student 
at UH Hilo who grew up on the islet recalls May Day, a 
celebration of independence for RMI on May 1st, during 
which lots of food is produced, and a long celebration 
takes place with singing and parade floats on flatbed 
trucks. He gave a cautionary smile as he mentioned 
that, although it is a time for celebration, one must 
always keep their eye out for the Chiefess of the island 
or the leroij, for she is very strict and does not tolerate 
misbehavior. He recalled the Chiefess’s strict regulations 
on the appropriate length for girls’ shorts. Unfortunately, 
the leroij has passed away since he left, and he has not 
had a chance to meet the new one.34     
 In conclusion, Ebjä’s predicament is not of its own 
accord. It is the result of U.S. military occupation and 
colonial displacement of the very people who helped 
construct the buildings, which now act as a domestic 
refuge for American military personnel, contractors, and 
their families. Segregated on an impoverished urban 
islet, and neglected by their own government, as well 
as their colonizers, the people of Ebjä still prevail, go to 
school, go to work, and start families, in hopes that their 
future generations will one day see the change they have 
been waiting for through six decades of promises, minor 
improvements, comprehensive capacity development 
plans, exploratory studies, and research projects, such 
as this. 

33  David L. Hanlon, Remaking Micronesia: Discourses Over 
Development in a Pacific Territory, 1944-1982 (Honolulu: University 
of Hawai’i Press, 1998), 135. 
34  Anonymous in discussion with the author, December 7, 2017.
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Darwin, Spiegelman, and 
Foucault: The Connection 
between Science, Memoir, 
and Critical Theory

Kimberlee J. Staats

 The remorse that Germans felt after losing World 
War I culminating to Adolf Hitler becoming chancellor 
on January 30, 1933, gave rise to what is known as the 
Holocaust. During the six years prior to the start of the 
war, in addition to the six years that World War II took 
place, over six million Jews were murdered, leaving 
five thousand Jewish communities demolished (See 
Table A) (Levine). Ironically, both the National Socialist 
German Workers (Nazi) Party and European Jews were 
using Charles Darwin’s Evolutionary Theory. Adolf 
Hitler used propaganda incorporated within the media 
to promote this theory, and convince citizens that the 
Aryan race, more commonly described as the blue-
eyed, blond-haired German Christian was a superior 
race; Jews blindly mirrored Evolutionary Theory through 
their actions to survive the inhumane conditions of the 
concentration camps (Levine). Adaptations demonstrated 
by finches on the Galapagos Island were to ensure 
species continuation; likewise, the survival techniques 
used by Holocaust victims in order to further their 
chances of survival can prelude similarities that can be 
further understood through the application of Foucault’s 
Theory of Power and Knowledge, which states through 
a poststructuralist mindset that knowledge does not 
produce power, but rather power produces knowledge 
through internalization or regulation of a situation. 
 The Jewish race did not end up in concentration 
camps all at once. It was a process that started in 1933 
and rapidly progressed over time. After Hitler became 
Chancellor of Germany, laws were established to 
infringe on Jewish communities. At first, these laws 
restricted where they could buy goods, made carrying a 
Jewish identification permit necessary and forced Jews to 
be home before dark (Spiegelman Maus 77, 82, 67). In 
time, these laws being created progressed to eradicating 
entire Jewish neighborhoods. German officials would 
rip Jewish families out of their homes, take possession 
of valuables, and place these families into the ghettos, 
where they would be crowded into small rooms, 
awaiting their fate as to which concentration camp they 
would be sent. As Jewish individuals were placed into 
concentration camps, it was quickly established that 
there were certain actions that a person could do to help 
his or her situation and time there, as well as what to 
avoid doing that would cause negative attention from 
German officials.
 Survival techniques became crucial in 
concentration camps, and those who were able to 

adapt quicker, or initiate ways to stay alive longer, 
were more attuned to this theory. A depiction of 
survival is shown through Art Spiegelman’s Maus. This 
graphic novel illustrates Spiegelman’s father, and how 
he survived his time spent at Auschwitz. Spiegelman 
uses an anthropomorphic technique by providing 
animals, like mice, cats, dogs, and pigs, with human 
traits, emotions, and psychological tendencies. His 
decision to depict Jews and Germans as different types 
of animals came about after a lot of self-doubt. In the 
end, Spiegelman felt that this “cat-mouse metaphor 
of oppression could actually apply” (MetaMaus 113). 
The similarities between Darwin and Spiegelman can 
further be explained and understood through Michel 
Foucault’s Model of Knowledge and Power, specifically 
his Panopticon design, which established the concept of 
society, or in this case prisoners, always being watched 
by officials or those who hold more power. 
 Darwin’s The Origin of Species outlines in laymen 
terms his Theory of Evolution through natural selection. 
The material for this book was gathered during a voyage to 
the Galapagos Islands, where Darwin observed different 
species of finches. Darwin described that species evolve 
with each new generation, adapting traits that promote 
survival. He further explained that Natural Selection is 
the forefront reason for this modification. Adaptations, 
like enhanced beak size, more robust feathers, and 
longer wingspan cause the male finches with these 
adaptations to be more sexually desirable to the female 
finches, thus increasing the sexual reproduction of the 
successfully adapted finches. By having the enhanced, 
more desirable traits passed on to new generations of 
finches, in time, the less developed birds will become 
extinct. This onward continuation of improving genetics 
to better adapt to surroundings is what Darwin meant 
by natural selection. Moreover, natural selection and the 
concept of survival of the fittest are traits that can be seen 
in all living species, from finches on an island to humans 
fighting for their lives in a concentration camp during the 
Holocaust.  
 Actions and events brought forward during the 
Holocaust developed into two different versions of 
survival techniques: controlled and uncontrolled. 
Survival techniques that could be considered as 
controlled entailed actions that the person could do for 
him or herself, or they were attributes that that person 
already obtained. Knowing how to fluently speak 
multiple languages, having the skill set of different jobs, 
or having a deeper insight into how procedures were 
carried out in the concentration camps are all examples 
of controlled survival techniques. Spiegelman described 
characteristics that helped Vladek survive Auschwitz to 
include being fluent in Polish while understanding how 
to speak and read English (See Figure A). Moreover, 
being able to learn various job skills, like roofing, 
repairing boots, and being a tinsmith, quickly proved 
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to be advantageous (Spiegelman, Maus 191, 207, 216, 
220). Additionally, in the graphic novel Auschwitz, 
controlled survival techniques are shown by the main 
character gaining insight that the daily ration of soup 
was best for those towards the back of the line because 
by then there would be remnants of food in the soup, not 
just water (Croci 18).
 Survival techniques that could be considered 
uncontrolled dealt with circumstances beyond the 
person’s ability to control. For instance, age, endurance, 
and physical strength were a few uncontrolled factors. 
Entering the concentration camps, Jews were immediately 
thinned out by age. On both ends of the spectrum, if a 
person was too old, or just a child or an infant, he or she 
would be sent to the gas chambers. Furthermore, any 
signs of sickness meant that the person with the sickness 
was already dead (Croci 19). In regards to endurance 
and physical strength, the two go hand-in-hand. In the 
eyes of the Germans, Jews at these concentration camps 
needed to serve a purpose in order to remain breathing. 
For most, this meant physical labor. A person needed the 
physical strength to complete heavy lifting and strenuous 
activities, in addition to needing the endurance to carry 
out the task for long hours, throughout the day, on barely 
anything to eat or drink, in various weather extremes. In 
Night, Elie Wiesel described an aspect of this pain and 
drive for food:

I spent my days in total idleness. With only one 
desire: to eat. I no longer thought of my father or 
my mother. From time to time, I would dream. But 
only about soup, an extra ration of soup. (113) 

 A combination of both controlled and 
uncontrolled survival techniques were necessary to 
obtain any realistic chance of leaving the concentration 
camps alive. Furthermore, being considered a valuable 
commodity, or as close to it as possible during this time, 
proved beneficial due to the potential for the extra perks 
of food and insight (See Figure B).
 Within aspects of Maus, Auschwitz, and Night, 
there are descriptions of physical anatomy and how 
certain anatomical traits like weight and build helped to 
elongate survival. Those with a stronger build, or those 
who maintained a healthier lifestyle before the events 
of the Holocaust, were able to maintain appearances 
longer and not deteriorate as quickly. This was very 
important when it came time for inspections because 
individuals who looked frail or sickly were segregated 
from the main group of prisoners and sent to a different 
holding location where there were showers or ovens 
(See Figure C).  
 According to Abrams and Harpham, postructuralism 
“designates a broad variety of critical perspectives and 
procedures that in the 1970s displaced structuralism 
from its prominence as the radically innovative way 
of dealing with language and other signifying systems” 
(308). One of the first poststructuralists was Michel 
Foucault, who explored and wrote about the similarities 
between knowledge and power (Parker 270). Before 

poststructuralism it was believed that people became 
accustomed to societal norms and expectations, be it 
from surrounding cultures or one’s own culture, to the 
point where it was taken for granted and felt as if those 
thoughts were being derived from the individual’s own 
thinking, therefore providing knowledge. The traditional 
model states that knowledge produces power. With this 
case, power can either suppress or coerce an outside 
factor where there is a deficiency of knowledge (Parker 
270). Foucault found error in this theory and argued the 
opposite. He believed that “knowledge constructs what 
it purports to know. It is mediated by history, rather 
than being pure knowledge of unmediated raw truth” 
(Parker 270). Foucault then coined this as discourse, 
not knowledge. Discourse is the expectation that is 
embedded into cultures, producing an outcome in which 
it already described.  According to Foucault’s model, 
power produces knowledge as discourse. Power can 
regulate, discipline, police, or surveil an individual or 
situation. Additionally, power can lead us to internalize 
it (Parker 270). 
 Foucault later elaborated his concept of discourse 
as he expanded off of Bentham’s Panopticon design 
(Parker 272). Bentham’s idea for Panopticon originated 
around prison cells (See Figure D). The idea was that as 
guards continually circled around a watch tower they 
would randomly choose which prisoners on whom to 
focus their attention. Prisoners, unsure if they were the 
selected inmates being watched at that moment, would 
remain on their best behavior the entire time, doing 
only what was expected of them. Due to this, Bentham 
concluded that the prisoners were policing themselves 
because of the uncertainty of being on a guard’s radar. 
It did not matter if there was a guard watching the 
prisoners or not, their behavior would still remain civil 
(Parker 272). 
  The same concept of always being watched 
by officials through this Panopticon design was used 
with precautionary measures against the plague in the 
sixteenth century (Foucault). Houses were closed off and 
people inside were subjected to constant inspection. 
People were told to stay in their homes and were given 
enough food and water to have their basic needs met. 
Citizens who tried to vacate their homes against protocol 
were at risk of being punished, or even the extreme of 
being killed. The combination of constant inspections, 
along with the drastic consequences if caught breaking 
the “rules,” convinced the infected plague carriers to 
remain indoors. As a result, a clean, plague-free area 
could be created. 
 Moreover, the concept of Panopticon is visible 
throughout Maus with different visual and artistic 
techniques used to depict scenes drawn within the 
panels. Some images are drawn with the intent to give 
an illusion that the reader is peering down on Vladek’s 
family or life (Spiegelman MetaMaus 167). This supports 
the idea that there was no escape for European Jews 
at this time. It did not matter if they were at home, out 
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within the community, or placed in a concentration 
camp; their day to day lives were being observed and 
examined closely. 
 Although there are many differences between 
concepts and theories brought forward by Spiegelman, 
Darwin, and Foucault, within Maus it is clear that 
these three individual ideas become interchangeable. 
Just like birds trying to live, European Jews who could 
adapt the quickest to the ever-changing conditions 
of the time displayed the highest chances of surviving 
the Holocaust. As shown in Maus, people like Vladek, 
who could be useful in many different situations, 
would enhance their chances of making it to the 
next day. Prisoners at the camps were under constant 
surveillance, which established a sense of fear, thus 
hindering the idea of rebelling against German guards. 
This replication of Foucault’s Panopticon theory could 
go a step beyond what was seen during the Holocaust, 
and be applied to Darwin’s study. One could say that the 
constant observation of the finches followed patterns of 
Panopticon. Stuck on the Galapagos Islands, those birds 
had no way of escaping the constant watch of Darwin as 
he gathered notes to support his study. 
 The contributions made by Spiegelman through 
the creation of Maus, Darwin with The Origin of 
Species, and Foucault through his theory of power and 
knowledge, in addition to the Panopticon design, are all 
valuable. The insight gained from these advancements 
can only be beneficial to future inquiries and studies.
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Table A.

 
     

* Depiction of the number of  Jews killed in each country 
during WWII.

Figure A.

* Comic strip showing Vladek teaching English to the 
block supervisor. 
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Figure B.

* Benefits of teaching English included insight on the S.S 
and food. 

Figure C.

* Prisoners constantly examined to determine if they 
were healthy enough to work.

Figure D. 

* Panopticon design originally created by Bentham, 
expanded upon by Foucault. 
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The Colonization of Aotearoa: 
A Historiography

Wainani Traub
 
 Since the coming of the first European settlers to 
Aotearoa and continuing until the mid 20th-century, 
literature on the Mäori lacked representation by Mäori 
themselves.  Their story was told for them through the 
eyes of foreigners unfamiliar with and judgmental of 
their ways.  During the mid 20th century, marginalized 
people from all around the world began to stand up to 
their oppressors. African Americans fought for civil rights 
in the United States, Gandhi led India’s independence 
movement, and Hawaiians relentlessly defended the 
sacred island of Kaho‘olawe against military abuse.  It 
was a time that inspired a new generation of scholars 
and tasked them with the responsibility of rewriting the 
history books from an indigenous perspective concerned 
with telling the stories that had long been ignored. 
 One particularly unique facet of Mäori 
historiography is the initiation of scholarship by the 
requests of elders.  In Aotearoa, traditional Mäori 
protocols have breached the academic sphere.  Elders 
seek out scholars both Mäori and Päkehä (New Zealander 
not of Mäori descent) alike and place upon them the 
responsibility to write their histories because, in the past, 
the Mäori histories lacked the Mäori voice.  A scholar 
receiving a request from an elder is a demonstration of 
trust and confidence to do the story justice.  Receiving 
the request of an elder has become somewhat of a 
prerequisite for scholars who wish to be respected in 
Mäori academia.  Scholars like Keith Sinclair, Hazel 
Riseborough, and Harry Dansey are examples of those 
who have either been granted permission or have been 
chosen by elders to tell certain stories.  These works 
that have emerged out of the wishes of elders are labors 
of love ultimately concerned with telling the story as it 
actually happened, and have become the histories that 
laid the foundation on which a Mäori national history 
was built.
 In John Stenhouse’s journal article, “Churches, 
State and the New Zealand Wars: 1860-1872,” he 
identifies three broad phases of historical writing on 
colonization and race relations in New Zealand.  First, 
there was the generation of historians who emphasized 
the harmony of Mäori and Päkehä relations.  These 
scholars either ignored or downplayed the realities of 
the land wars and other grievances between Mäori and 
Päkehä.  They emphasized how New Zealand was a 
successful experiment of colonial domination wherein 
progress was consistent and ever increasing.  The land 
wars were a mere hiccup in an otherwise steady campaign 
towards total British rule.  The scholars belonging to this 
phase are John Beaglehole, A. J. Harrop, William Parker 

Morrell, and Alexander Hare McLintock.1

 The second phase, Stenhouse identifies, is the 
scholarship developed in the 1950s and 1960s by 
historians who argued that colonization was destructive 
of Mäori society.2  The most important and widely-read 
work produced during this phase was Keith Sinclair’s 
The Origins of the Maori Wars.  Sinclair emphasizes the 
influence of humanitarian Christians on easing tensions 
between Mäori and Päkehä.  Their strong influence 
resulted in better race relations when compared to other 
white settler colonies.  Päkehä and Mäori alike responded 
very well to Sinclair’s conclusion that humanitarian 
Christians eased tensions between the two races.  Sinclair 
is one of the most important scholars concerning New 
Zealand history, and he is often referenced by others 
who followed him. Sinclair’s Origins of the Maori Wars 
and his A History of New Zealand are both classics of 
New Zealand history.  These works, in addition to his 
work as a professor and historian, are concerned with 
the establishment of a New Zealand national identity 
independent from its colonial past. 
 Finally, scholars belonging to the third phase argue 
that the coming of the Päkehä was unequivocally harmful 
to Mäori.3  This generation of scholars was even more 
critical of Päkehä influence than previous scholars like 
Sinclair.  They depict early British settlers and colonists 
as profoundly ethnocentric and outright racist towards 
Mäori.  In James Belich’s The New Zealand Wars and 
the Victorian Interpretation of Racial Conflict, he does 
not exempt Sinclair’s “humanitarian Christians” from 
fault.  Belich depicts them as scarcely less prejudiced 
than other settlers and colonizers.  He shuts down the 
false notion that the New Zealand wars of the 1860s 
were fought over land.  Since the 1980s, Belich and 
other historians have argued that the wars were over 
sovereignty.4  While Stenhouse separates Sinclair from 
the other revisionist scholars who followed him, other 
sources group him in with them and identify Sinclair’s 
work as the beginning of the Mäori national historical 
narrative.
 Still, any history of New Zealand is incomplete 
without mention of the Treaty of Waitangi.  Consequently 
so, all scholarship on the history of New Zealand offers 
interpretations of the Treaty and explains how it had an 
enormous effect on the events following its existence.  
The Treaty is important because it marks a turning 
point when the British in Aotearoa were no longer, as 
John Stenhouse puts it, “dependent foreigners living in 
a Maori world largely under Maori terms”5. The Treaty 
of Waitangi was written during a turbulent time in New 

1   John Stenhouse, “Churches, State and the New Zealand Wars: 
1860-1872,” Journal of Law and Religion 13, no. 2 (1998): 484-485.
2  Stenhouse, 485.
3  Stenhouse, 486.
4  Donald Denoon, et al., A History of Australia, New Zealand and 
the Pacific (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 2000), 130.
5  Stenhouse, 483.
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Zealand’s history and gave Britain the ability to enact 
colonization on the island.  The authors of Waitangi 
Revisited: Perspectives on the Treaty of Waitangi present 
several perspectives that address the social, legal, and 
historical impact of the Treaty.  However, the primary 
intent of the book is to bring to light contemporary 
issues on how the British have failed to uphold their 
commitments as stated in the Treaty. There are many 
different and contrasting views concerning the context 
surrounding the Treaty and, especially, the meaning of 
its text.
 On one side, Mäori argue that the English 
translation of the original Mäori text did not accurately 
reflect the Mäori meaning of specific keywords.  For 
example, kawanatanga in Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Mäori 
language version of the Treaty) means governance; 
however, it was translated into the English text as 
sovereignty.  Another point Mäori make is that while 
several chiefs did sign the Treaty, there were some who 
did not.  Nonetheless, the British Crown declared that 
the Treaty applied to all tribes, whether they signed or 
not.  In 1975, the Treaty of Waitangi Act was passed 
and with it came the establishment of the Waitangi 
Tribunal, an organization committed to aiding Mäori 
in processing claims relating to Crown actions, which 
breach the promises made in the Treaty.6  Since 
the creation of the Waitangi Tribunal, several tribes 
have presented cases and have successfully received 
government compensation.  The Waitangi Tribunal has 
helped several Mäori tribes reclaim confiscated access 
to natural resources, which in turn, has strengthened 
their Mäori pride and identity.  Unfortunately, not 
everyone is pleased with the government owning up to 
their wrongdoings onto Mäori.
 On the other side of the Treaty debate are the 
several authors behind the book Twisting the Treaty: A 
Tribal Grab for Wealth and Power.  This book received a 
lot of attention upon its publication because of its radical 
and demeaning view of past and present Mäori.  The 
authors argue that the Treaty was Britain’s attempt to 
rescue the Mäori from slavery, cannibalism, and inter-
tribal warfare.7 Whereas the common understanding 
among Mäori today is that the Treaty was a way in which 
Britain could assume responsibility for the rowdiness 
of its citizens, who had settled in New Zealand.  In 
Twisting the Treaty, the authors argue that in recent 
years, self-interested politicians, scholars, tribal leaders, 
and others have been perpetuating a fake history one 
which exaggerates the brutality of the colonizers and 
depicts Mäori tribal leaders as victims.  These academics 
challenge the conclusions of revisionist historians like 
Sinclair.  However, their arguments are often weak 
and contradictory, and as a result, their work does not 

6  Michael Belgrave, et al., Waitangi Revisited: Perspectives on the 
Treaty of Waitangi (South Melbourne, Vic.: Oxford University Press, 
2005), 35.
7  John Robinson, et al., Twisting the Treaty: A Tribal Grab for Wealth 
and Power (Wellington: Tross Publishing, 2013), 51.

receive anywhere near the same amount of respect and 
attention. 
 Building on Sinclair’s foundation of a national history 
independent of its colonial past is historian Hazel 
Riseborough.  Riseborough grew up in New Zealand; 
however, she did not learn of any Mäori culture or 
language until she pursued it in college.  She earned 
her degrees in Mäori Studies and History from Massey 
University and later taught there as well.  Riseborough 
has come to establish herself as one of the most well-
respected Mäori historians.  Several scholars following 
her have referenced her work on Parihaka. 
 The events that occurred on the settlement of 
Parihaka on November 5, 1881, have been described 
by historians as the Parihaka affair, incident, invasion, 
and attack.  Regardless of how the event has been 
labeled, it was indeed a day wherein the accumulation 
of grievances between Päkehä and Mäori reached its 
height.  It was on this day that government militia invaded 
Parihaka, imprisoned their chief, and robbed the people 
of valuable private possessions. Unfortunately, Parihaka 
was soon forgotten, disappearing from public memory 
after a mere few years.  Twentieth-century history 
books tend to focus on the more aggressive resistance 
efforts like the King Movement, while Parihaka is only 
mentioned briefly or not at all.  Hazel Riseborough’s 
Days of Darkness: Taranaki 1878-1884 is one of the 
most important works concerned with telling the story of 
Parihaka.  Riseborough says it is disturbing that in school 
books Parihaka is a mere footnote or not there at all.  
 Still, Riseborough’s inspiration to tell the Parihaka 
story came from her participation in the centennial 
remembrance of the invasion, wherein she stood amid a 
sea of hurting people.  It was at that moment she realized 
something very powerful had happened there 100 years 
earlier.  In her preface of Days of Darkness, she recalls 
that day, “The grief of the people was palpable and I 
wondered at the gap between the reality and the meager 
accounts in the history books used in schools and 
universities.”8  
 Päkehä scholars wrongly labeled Parihaka as a 
“communist village”.9  This and other racial sentiments 
plague New Zealand scholarship as a result of racist 
views during the 1950s, when Mäori began to enter into 
the urban landscape and became more visible in the 
presence of the white population.10  Racist sentiments 
are apparent in the scholarship that attempts to challenge 
the legitimacy of those scholars, like Sinclair, who sought 
to create a new national history of New Zealand, one 
where colonial powers are not the focus.
 According to Riseborough, most sources fail to 
portray Parihaka’s chief and leader, Te Whiti accurately.  
Because he practiced non-violent forms of resistance, 

8  Hazel Riseborough, Days of Darkness: Taranaki 1878-1884 
(Auckland: Allen and Unwin New Zealand Limited, 1989), ix.
9  Riseborough, 12.
10  Belgrave, 16.
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he is often inaccurately labeled as a passive leader by 
both Päkehä and Mäori scholars.  Te Whiti’s refusal to 
participate in more aggressive acts of resistance could 
account for this “passive” labeling of him by Mäori 
scholars.  However, Te Whiti actively engaged in 
resistance efforts for many years, which ultimately led 
to his imprisonment.  The passive label of Te Whiti 
also contributes to the perception of him as more of 
a religious rather than political leader.11 In Days of 
Darkness, Riseborough describes Te Whiti as foremost 
a political leader, whereas scholars like Patricia Berwick 
continue to perpetuate the popular narrative of Te Whiti 
as a religious leader.  
 Patricia Berwick is a lesser-known scholar; her 
work Power, Prejudice, Parihaka: Unbridled Power is 
centered around the arrests of Te Whiti and other Mäori 
leaders on November 5, 1881.  Unlike Riseborough, 
Berwick provides in-depth analysis of several 
individuals involved in the Parihaka affair.  While 
Berwick acknowledges that the Mäori were victims of 
the Päkehä takeover, he is more sympathetic towards 
the Päkehä involved than are Riseborough and Sinclair.  
Berwick presents the story with close attention to the 
motivations of particular individuals on either side and 
their justifications for their actions.
 Other scholars who have published work on 
Parihaka are Harry Dansey and Dick Scott.  Harry Dansey 
is one of few Mäori to publish work on Parihaka.12  He 
was tasked with the responsibility to do so by tribal 
elders. Dick Scott, a Päkehä scholar, managed to 
come into possession of treasured collections of oral 
histories of Parihaka, given to him by Mäori elders.  
Unfortunately, he was not a linguist nor a Mäori scholar.  
His insensitivities towards these taonga (treasures) are 
apparent in his work; consequently, his interpretations 
and conclusions have largely been dismissed.
 Scholars belonging to the first phase of historical 
writing on colonization and race relations in New 
Zealand, as identified by Stenhouse, were concerned 
with establishing a national history of New Zealand, 
which praised British colonization and failed to portray 
the Mäori accurately.  The harm of this nationalist history 
was realized in the mid-to-late twentieth century.  New 
Zealand and Pacific historiography as a whole during 
the 1960s and later was concerned with indigenous 
agency.13  These revisionist scholars established a Mäori 
national history independent of its colonial past.

11  Riseborough, 3.
12  Riseborough, 8.
13  Denoon, 5. 
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