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Concepts 
Hawai‘i’s natural 
landscape is one that is 
found nowhere else on 
Earth.  Conservation of 
such areas is on the 
forefront of ecosystem 
preservation. 
 
HCPS III Benchmarks  
SC.3.1.2. 
FA.3.1.3. 
LA.3.4.1. 
 
Duration 
2.5 hours 
 
Source Material 
PRISM 
 
Vocabulary 
Conservation 
Environment 
Haiku 
Man-made 
Nature 
Poem 
Preservation 
Senses 
Syllable 

Conservation of the Natural Environment 
 

Summary 
Students are introduced to sensory observation and data collection.  
By utilizing the five senses, students will safely observe two 
environments and communicate personal reasons for habitat 
preservation of some Hawaiian landscapes. 
 
Objectives 

• Students will be able to identify natural habitats on Hawai‘i 
Island that are in need of preservation. 

• Students will be able to provide an adequate argument for 
why the natural habitat is important to Hawai‘i. 

• Students will be able to convey an idea through a literary 
schema – haiku, and a visual description. 

 
Materials 
Activity 1:  Sensory Observations of Nature 
For each student: 
1 clipboard and writing utensil 
2 Observation datasheets 
 
Activity 2:  Nature Haiku 
For each student: 
1 “Haiku” draft worksheet 
1 “Haiku” final worksheet 
1 set of writing and drawing utensils 
 
Making Connections 
Students will draw from personal experience to determine places in 
Hawai‘i that are natural environments and potentially in need of 
conservation and/or preservation.  Students will focus on the five 
senses to observe local environments. 
 
Teacher Prep for Activity 
All Activities: 
Keep all student work in individual folders for the duration of this 
curriculum.  Student work will be used during a cumulative activity 
at the end of these lessons. 
 

Invasive Animals 
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Activity 1:  Sensory Observations of Nature 
Determine two observation sites on campus:  (1) minimal disturbance from humans, most 
suggestive of a natural environment; and, (2) largely human-disturbed and not very natural.  Sites 
should be safe for students to investigate, in an area large enough to fit the entire class 
comfortably, and in an area that does not disturb other classrooms.  Make two copies of 
“Observation Sheets” for each student. 
 
Activity 2:  Nature Haiku 
Make one copy of the “Haiku” draft worksheet and “Haiku” final worksheet for each student. 
 
Background 
An environment is a location where organisms (including humans) can live, work, and play.   
Nature is considered to be the overarching view of life.  The living organisms and non-living 
things on Earth are considered to be a part of nature.  Man-made structures or human-derived 
objects are not considered a part of nature or the natural environment.  Plants and animals are 
largely a part of the natural environment, and can be disturbed by human interference.  Man-
made projects such as neighborhoods, schools, and malls have decimated the prosperous space 
where natural environments once staked their claim.   
 Currently, actions by scientists, community organizers, and elected officials have helped 
to conserve some natural environments.  Conservation suggests that the designated land must be 
maintained with human intervention to keep the environment at a constant health.  Preservation, 
on the other hand, suggests that the designated areas must be left untouched by humans, 
regardless of its current or future health.  The choice between conservation and preservation 
remains a heated debate with no one easy answer. 
 Observation remains the principle activity of all scientific investigations.  To properly 
execute observations, all five senses must be utilized.  The five senses are: sight, sound, smell, 
taste, and touch.  Regardless of age and experience, all scientists use as many senses as possible 
to describe a phenomenon in nature. 
 A haiku, a poem of Japanese origin, was originally designed as a communication of the 
natural world.  The poem is composed of three lines.  The first line is five syllables, the second 
line is 7 syllables, and the third line is 5 syllables.  There are variations to this common theme, 
but the 5-7-5 model is the most prevalent today and the most age-appropriate. 
 
Vocabulary 
Conservation – planned management of natural resources 
Environment – the whole complex of factors (as soil, climate, and living things) that influence 
the form and the ability to survive of a plant or animal or ecological community 
Haiku – an unrhymed Japanese verse form of three lines containing usually 5, 7, 5 syllables 
respectively 
Man-made – the state of being constructed by a human 
Nature – the primitive state 
Poem – form of literary art in which language is used for its aesthetic and evocative qualities 
Preservation – to keep natural resources safe without affecting current state 
Sense – a bodily function or mechanism (as sight, hearing, or smell) basically involving a 
stimulus and a sense organ 
Syllable – unit of organization for a sequence of speech sounds 
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Procedure 
Activity 1:  Sensory Observations of Nature (Approximately 1.5 hours) 
1. Begin the activity with a class discussion on senses.  Ask students to name the five senses 

(sight, sound, smell, taste, and feeling).  List these senses on the board.   
a. The students should have prior knowledge of the senses.  If the students seem to 

be struggling with this concept, have an informal inquiry-based dialogue on the 
types of senses used by humans.   

i. Encourage students to describe how they observe, know, experience (what 
do they use to observe?). 

b. An additional sense, emotional feeling, may be included in the discussion for this 
activity’s purpose. 

2. With this list of senses, have students observe the current classroom and describe it 
through the senses.  Write student observations under the senses list.   

(Elapsed Time Check:  30 minutes) 
3. Give all students two observation datasheets and one clipboard with writing utensil.  

Facilitator will introduce activity of observing environments through the senses.   
4. Lead class to first observation site. 

a. The first site is the more natural environment, with less human disturbance.  This 
information will go unbeknownst to students as they complete their observations.  
Students will remain in first observation site for 15-20 minutes, individually 
writing down descriptive observations using their senses of the site on the first 
observation datasheet.   

c. If student has a documented physical disability that prevents him or her from 
using one or more sense, encourage student to write down more observations 
about senses they are able to experience. 

d. The clipboard is useful when students are outdoors in an area with no benches or 
tables. 

(Elapsed Time Check: 1 hour; activity may break here to reconvene later at another time) 
5. The students will be led to the second observation site, which is the more human-

disturbed site.  The students will be given 15-20 minutes to observe the site through their 
senses and write down descriptions on the second datasheet. 

6. Students will reconvene in classroom and discuss their observations in a round-table 
format.  Encourage students to compare and contrast the two sites. 

7. These observations will come into use when they begin writing the haiku in the next class 
meeting. 

8. If there is time remaining after lesson or prior to next lesson, an activity on natural 
environments versus man-made environments may be useful. 

e. Students will compare and contrast natural environments and man-made 
environments, drawing examples on the Human vs. Man-made worksheet. 

f. Examples of natural environment:  ocean/beach, forest, the Volcano. 
g. Examples of man-made environment:  mall, school, County Fair. 

 
Activity 2:  Nature Haiku (Approximately 1 hour) 
1. Begin the lesson with a review of the senses and the observation activity.  Students may need 

some encouragement to remember how to provide descriptive observations. 
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2. Introduce the haiku poem.  Explain the poem’s Japanese origins and initial intent to discuss 
nature.  Explain the 5-7-5 syllable pattern. 

3. Students may not have knowledge of what a poem is, or what a syllable is.  A short 
introduction to these key terms may be valuable.   

a. It may be helpful to practice counting syllables in words with students by 
clapping or counting. 

b. Giving word examples (i.e., alligator, elementary) for students to count syllables 
may help. 

(Elapsed Time Check: 15 minutes) 
4. Have students give examples of a sentence or phrase with five syllables and seven syllables, 

as a description of a nature-based topic (i.e., “the ocean is blue” or “the ocean has lots of 
fish”). 

a. Encourage students to draw from their descriptive sensory observations to create 
strong, elaborate sentences. 

5. As a class, the students will write a haiku together, aiming on having students stay on a 
constant theme or topic (i.e., ocean, rainforest, Volcano). 

a. This is a preliminary exercise to get students to develop their poetic ability. 
(Elapsed Time Check:  35 minutes) 

6. After class poem has been written, give a Haiku draft worksheet to each student.  Instruct 
students to pick a topic (title) and develop a 5-7-5 haiku on that theme in regards to the 
natural environment. 

a. Instruct students to avoid using personal words, such as “I” and “you”. 
b. Instruct students to avoid using similar sentence starters for each line, such as 

“The ocean…” or “The Volcano…”. 
7. Students will write and edit their haiku poems.   

a. Edit for structure and content before allowing student to draw a picture that 
visually describes the topic in the box on the worksheet. 

8. Give the Haiku final draft worksheet to each student to create a final haiku draft and picture 
for homework. 

 
Assessments 
Classroom discussions on senses and haiku formation. 
Sensory observations at two sites. 
Completion of structurally correct nature haiku. 
 
Resources 
For examples of traditional Japanese nature haiku poems, visit: 
http://www.toyomasu.com/haiku/ 
 
Extension Activities 
If time permits, extend both lessons to be more elaborate with sensory observations and haiku 
formation.  Many haiku poems can be created about the observed sites by using the descriptive 
phrases that the students formed in Activity 1. 
 
Cultural and Literature Connections 
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If time permits, students can investigate the origins of the haiku, and the reasons to why this 
Japanese poem type has remained a popular model for poets today.  Students may read popular 
haiku poems and discuss how a poem like this can be so descriptive in such a short amount of 
words. 
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