
UH Hilo Graduate Council 

Minutes 28 April 2017 

Location: Waiʻōlino 212 

Attending: Becky Ostertag, Shelby Wong, Mary Louise Haraguchi, Tam Vu, Aaron Jacobs,  
  Peter Mills, Scott Saft, Māhealani Jones. 
Excused: Alice Davis, Michele Ebersole. 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 2:10. 
II. Approval of minutes from last meeting 3/10/2017, approved 6-0-0. 
III. Agenda Items 

1.  IAFP document (discussion).  The BOR approved the document with some 
minor revisions last week.  GC members agreed that any response at this 
time is unnecessary.  May be revisited in the future if committee members 
decide it is important to share our thoughts with the BOR and 
administration. 

2. List of action items for GC since 2010 (Aaron, Shelby, Scott).  Aaron prepared 
a list of action items from previous GC meeting minutes.  Discussion about 
posting them on Google Docs or Sheets.  Shelby said this will be a summer 
project for her.  A small group of GC members will meet on 5/16 at 10:30 to 
come up with a list of “tags” that will make the database searchable.  When 
ready it will be posted on the GC site under the VCAA. 

3. Graduate faculty workload discussion.  Do we want to continue to discuss 
this?  GC members noted that the extra work load involved in not only 
mentoring students, but reading/advising studentsʻ theses and dissertations, 
and other tasks related to graduate education are also impacted by the 
“deluge” of activity during some times of the year.  It was felt that there 
should be more recognition of the differences in tasks related to graduate 
and undergraduate programs.  There is no support staff for most programs to 
help with these cyclical deluges.  To be continued.  Aaron and Māhealani will 
look into older GC discussions regarding faculty workload and share. 

4. New email contact (Māhealani).  The Graduate Division has a new email that 
will be posted on all documents:  hilograd@hawaii.edu. 

5. Checklists (Māhealani).  Program checklists will be updated in early summer 
and will be posted for students researching graduate programs over the 
summer.  It is hoped that updates will be complete by early-mid June. 

6. Graduate Student Handbook (Māhealani).  The Handbook will be updated 
and posted this summer, and emailed to all new students and program 
chairs.  Chairs are encouraged to be familiar with the Handbook.  It was 
suggested that a section on applying to graduate and petitioning to 
participate in commencement be added, as there is much confusion among 
students of the correct process (they are separate actions).  The othe big 
change is that reference to Alpha 500 will be removed.  Students will need to 
take 699 to be continuously enrolled, per Sherrie Padilla, Financial Aid 
Director (see notes from GC meeting in September). 
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7. New GC leadership in the fall:  Aaron Jacobs will chair; Mike Shintaku will 
assist.  Since Congress has changed their meetings from the 3rd to the 2nd 
Fridays, GC members decided weʻll meet on the 1st Fridays of each month.  
Māhealani will request the CoBE conference room for next year. 

8. New student representative for GC.  No applications have been received.  
Peter and Becky will see if one of their students might be interested in 
serving. 

IV. Other Business 
Peter requested that a community member be vetted and approved for inclusion 
on a studentʻs committee.  Becky said that TCBES has similar community 
members on some of their committees, and that they do not have official status 
but do sign off on theses.  Peter agreed to follow this precedent.  No aaction 
needed. 

V. Meeting adjourned at 2:56. 
 
Respectfully submitted by M. Jones 


