
UH Hilo Graduate Council 

Minutes 10 February 2017 

Location:  Waiʻōlino 212 

Attending: Alice Davis, Tam Vu, Shelby Wong, Bryan Kim, Summer Danner, Mary Louise  
  Haraguchi, Michele Ebersole, Peter Mills, Becky Ostertag, Scott Saft, Māhealani Jones.  
Ex officio: Erin Busch  
Excused: Aaron Jacobs 
 

I. Meeting called to order at 2:05. 
II. Approval of minutes from last meeting on 1/13/2017, approved 9-0-0. 
III. Agenda items 

1. The IAFP response meeting is changed to Friday, Feb 17 at 2:00. 
2. 699 and 690 summer classes; discussion postponed until Matt Platz can attend. 
3. Assessment rubric (goals and objectives for graduate students), approved as a work 

in progress, to be sent to Seri Luangphinith for inclusion in the WASC report.  
Motion by Mary Louise, seconded by Peter, 11-0-0. 

4. STAR GPS Registration system (Shelby and Chelsea).  Chelsea demonstrated how 
graduate students will register for classes starting this fall.  Continuing students 
register beginning April 10.  New students will register later, date not yet 
determined.  Students will continue to use 699 and 690 paper forms to register for 
these courses. 

5. GC members reminded that Scott will step down as GC chair (though he will remain 
on the Council), and Aaron Jacobs will move into the chairʻs position, pending 
appointment by Matt Platz.  GC members are asked to consider stepping into the 
vice chairʻs position.  The vice chair primarily acts as a second signatory when forms 
need to be signed and the GC chair is unavailable, and will conduct meetings in the 
absence of the GC chair.   
Program chairs are asked to look for students who might be interested in serving on 
GC as the student representative. 

IV. Other business 
1. Māhealani asked again for programs to send program brochures before the April 12 

Graduate Fair in Honolulu.   
2. For next meeting: Peter brought up the question of thesis defenses and the 

possibility of conducting them on weekends or evenings.  Some committee members 
in Heritage Management are community members who work during the week, and a 
weekend defense is being considered to help increase the numbers of those who 
would like to attend. 

3. Question was raised whether there is one place where policies are posted on the 
web.  Not all policies are relevant to the Grad Student Handbook, and posting 
policies by topic would make it easier for faculty and students to find them.  There is 
general agreement that this is a good idea.  Shelby and Māhealani will discuss and 
report back next meeting. 

4. Alice announced that BISAC will have a fundraiser on Feb 25, and invites everyone 
to attend. 

V. Meeting adjourned at 2:50. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by M. Jones 


