
 Final Exam Topics 
Amundson, Phil 310  
Spring 06 

Papers are due by email or in the Humanities Division mailbox (not slid under my 
office door, not put in the pouch on the door – in the MAILBOX) by 12:00 noon on 
Monday, May 8. No more than 6 pages, typed and doublespaced, or 1800 words by 
email.  Write two essays on the two topics below. Each topic gives you lots of leeway. 
Grades will be based (of course) on philosophical content, and not on easy answers. As 
usual, personal musings will help your grade only if they're attached to substantive 
philosophical understanding.   

 Late papers will be accepted until 12:00 noon on Wednesday May 10. Late papers 
will receive a ½ letter grade reduction. Students who fulfilled their Philosophical Duty 
(names listed at the top of the policy statement about online lectures) will be exempt from 
this grade reduction, but everyone else must get the exam in by Monday noon or accept 
the grade penalty.  

 “Substantive philosophical understanding" implies familiarity with the reading 
materials. Show me that you've done the readings and heard the discussions. If I can’t 
tell whether you’ve been in the class up until now, you won’t get a good grade.  

Part 1: THE PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEM of Personal Identity:  
First describe the philosophical problem of personal identity. This is not easy, and 

it's an important part of the exam. So do it carefully. You may place personal identity in 
the context of immortality, as Perry does. You might want to compare the philosophical 
issue of personal identity with some issues about identity which it might be confused 
with, such as self-image, or personal character for example. But be careful that you don’t 
get carried away with the empirical status of immortality, or confuse it with the 
mind/body problem 

Second discuss two or more theories which attempt to specify what personal identity 
is. It would be a good idea to pick one substance-theory (mental or physical) and one 
attribute-theory (the memory theory or its physical analog).  Discuss the kinds of 
criticisms which can be made of the theory (e.g. Weirob's "circularity" criticism of the 
memory theory, and/or the claims of Miller that some cases of identity, such as rivers, 
don't require substance identity). The problem of Circularity is pretty important if you 
expect to get an A on this paper.  

Possible related topics:  

• the candy problem,  
• the baseball game(s),  
• the “musical souls” theory,  
• the Matter Transporter,  
• poems and paintings, etc.  
• the Dennett video 

(ask yourself what these examples have to do with personal identity) 
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Part 2: THE NEUROLOGICAL PROBLEM of Personal Identity:  
 Discuss one or both of the following topics:  

 Discussion Gazzaniga’s idea of the “Interpreter” and the evidence it’s based on. 
What is the Intepreter and how is it different from the Self? How does this notion 
challenge our traditional concept of ourself?  

 Discuss Blackmore’s/ Dennett’s discussions of time perception or other aspects of 
consciousness. Explain the phenomena and (possible) explanations of one or more of the 
following: the phi phenomenon (with or without color), the cutaneous rabbit, 
Amundson’s refrigerator story.  

 I realize that this is a hard question. One way to discuss it is merely to talk about 
some of the topics below. So I’ll allow you to only do that if you want. So if you’re wary 
about the Interpreter, just discuss some of these examples, and maybe the Interpreter will 
… well … maybe it will tell you what to do next!  

Related topics: 

• commisurotomy (split brains)  
• Loftus/Gazzaniga on constructive memory 
• Amnesia cases  
• phi phenomenon and the cutaneous rabbit 
• Blackmore on inattentional blindness (or our ignorance of it)  
• Dennett on Multiple Drafts (and maybe Orwell and Stalin)  
• Dennett’s final views on the self as the Center of Narrative Gravity?  
• David’s failure to recognize his mother* 
• the Attribution experiments (online)*  

 
* means last-minute topics.  
 
FINAL WORD:  DO NOT simply fail to turn in the exam. Incompletes must be arranged 
in advance, forms signed, and no one can pass the course without handing in three 
(honest) exams.  
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