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June 23, 2006

Dear UH Student:


I am writing to inform you about a revision to the UH Student Financial Assistance program that was approved by the UH Board of Regents on Thursday, June 15, 2006.  The revised policy creates scholarships that would increase financial assistance to students who wish to attend any of the ten campuses of the University of Hawai‘i system.


As a part of this program, the rate of tuition charged to incoming Pacific Islander students will increase from 100% of resident tuition to 150% of resident tuition in Fall 2007.  As a current student, however, you will be “grandfathered in” at the resident rate as long as you remain continuously enrolled in your current program.  Although this program increases the tuition rate for incoming students, the new rate is significantly lower than the rate charged to other non-residents.  Most importantly, the program also makes Pacific Islanders eligible for two new sources of financial aid:  the Pacific Islander Scholarship and the UH Opportunity Grant.  The revised policy substantially increases the amount of need-based aid that will be available, and the Chancellors of the ten campuses have assured the BOR that the increased amount available will enable them to provide need-based aid to Pacific Island students comparable to the support they are now receiving.

At the June Board meeting, there were some parents from the Pacific Islands who testified that they moved to Hawai‘i to give their children a chance at higher education, and felt that the higher rate of tuition would impede their access to public higher education in Hawai‘i.  It is quite possible that if you or your parents fall in this category, you are already a Hawai‘i resident and thus would qualify for the resident tuition rate.  Under our residency policy, an adult student, or the parents or guardians of a minor student, may be a bona fide resident of the state of Hawai‘i if he or she has lived in Hawai‘i for at least twelve consecutive months and intends to make Hawai‘i his or her domicile.  You may contact the residency officer in your campus’ Office of Admissions and Records to check to see if you have met the requirements of Hawai‘i residency for tuition purposes.


Thank you for your attention to this policy revision.







Sincerely,







Karen C. Lee







Interim Associate Vice President for Student Affairs
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